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 ADVERTBEMENT. 
HE principal defign of the following 
attempt, is to trace the conduct and 
inquire into the character of- Cicero. For this 
purpoſe the preſent Letters were preferred to 
thoſe which are written to Atticus, as they 
beau the Author of them in» a greater variety 
of connections, and afford an opportunity of 
confidering him in ala * poſſible point 
of view. 
This correſpondence includes a n of about 
Fenty years; commencing immediately after 


Ciceros conſulate, and n. a A months 
Before bis death. 
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LETTER I. 


To Pompry the Great: Imperator. 5% 


70 U R letter to the ſenate afforded ine 4 U. 69 . 
4 preſſible ſatisfaction, not only to my- 
ſelf, but to the public in general: as the hopes 


Theſe letters are placed according to their E | 
dates: The reader will find at the end of each of theſe 
volumes an index, referring to the order in which they 
ftand in the common editions. x 
he title of Imperator, during the times of the republic, . 
did. not bear the leaſt relation to that idea which is affixed. 
to it in modern language; but was merely honorary and 
occaſional. It was conferred on the Roman generals by . 
the acclamations of their army in the field, after ſome 
ſignal advantage gained by their courage and conduct: 


and it was immediately dropped again as ſoon as they en- 
tered into Rome, 4 | | 


3 1 4 7 
Tun LETTERS 


Book I. 


A. U. 691. it brought us of a peace, are agreeable to thoſe 
expectations, which, in full confidence of your 
ſuperior abilities, I had always encouraged the 
world to entertain. I muſt acquaint you, 
however, that it entirely ſunk the ſpirits of that 
party, who, from being formerly your de- 
clared enemies, have lately become your pre- 
tended friends : as it utterly diſappointed their 
moſt ſanguine hopes. : 

- Notwithſtanding the letter which you wrote 
to me by the ſame expreſs diſcovered but very 
flight marks of your affection; yet read it with 
pleaſure. The truth is, I am always abundant- 


2 Pompey was at this time carrying on the war in Aſia 
againſt Mithridates, king of Pontus: and the letter to which 
Cicero alludes, probably brought an account of the progreſs 
of the campaign. Mithridates was a cruel but brave prince, 
who had given employment to the Roman arms for more 

than forty years. Pompey, however, had the good for- 
tune to complete what Sy lla and Lucullus, his predeceffors 
in this command, were obliged to leave unfiniſhed : and 
he not only defeated Mithridates, but annexed to the 
Roman dominions all that part of Aſia which is between 
the Red, the Caſpian, and the Arabian ſeas. Flor. iii. 5. 
3 It is doubtful to whom Cicero here alludes. Some of 
the commentators ſuppoſe that he points at Lucullus, who, 
as he had been recalled from the command in which Pom. 
pey was now employed, would not, it may well be ima. 
ined, be greatly pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his rival. — 
thers think that he had Czfar in view: and what ren. 
ders this conjeQure extremely probable is, that Cæſar 
and Pompey, who had been long oppoſites in politics, were 
now apparently reconciled ; the former (for purpoſes which 
ſhall hereafter be explained) falling in with that party 
who were for conferring the higheſt and moſt unconſtitu- 
tional honours on the latter. er 
7 ly 
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work d nne ” 2 


ly ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs of having ex- A. U. 691. 
erted my beſt offices towards my friends; and 8 
if they do not think proper to make me an equal 
return, I am well contented that the ſuperiority 
ſhould remain on my ſide. But if my utmoſt 
zeal for your intereſts, has-not been ſufficient to 
unite you to mine; I doubt not that our co-ope- 
rating together uponthe ſame patriot-principles, 
will be the means of cementing us more ſtrongly 
hereafter. In the mean time, it would neither 
be agreeable tothe openneſs of my temper, nor 
to the freedom of that mutual friendſhip we 
profeſs, to conceal what I thought wanting in 
your letter. I will acknowledge, then, that the 
public ſervices I performed during my late con- 
ſulſhip, gave me reaſon to expect, from your at- 
tachment both to myſelf and to the common 
wealth, that you would have ſent me your con- 
gratulations: and I am perſuaded you would 
not have omitted them, but from a tenderneſs 
to certain perſonsꝰ. Let me aſſure you, however, 


A. 


L Cicero was advanced to the conſular office the year 
before the date of this letter; that is, An. Urb. 690. He 
particularly alludes to the part he ated during his ad- 
miniftration, with regard to the ſuppreſſing of Cataline's 
conſpiracy, [See rem. 6. p. 13. and rem. ©. þ. AS. of 6h 
bf And he had undoubtedly cauſe to complain of Pom. 
pey's unexpected coolneſs in the preſent inſtance: the oc. 
caſion of which ſeems to have been this. A very powerful 
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A. U. 691. that what I have performed for the preſervation 

J of my country, has received the concurrent ap- 
plauſes of the whole world. You will find when 
you return hither, I conducted that important 
ſcene with ſo much ſpirit and policy, that you, 
like another Scipio, tho' far ſuperior, indeed, to 
that hero in glory, will not refuſe to admit me, 
like a ſecond Lælius', and not much behind 
him, I truſt, in wiſdom; as the friend and 
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party was now N againft Cicero by Cæſar and Metel- 
lus the tribune; and 1 was conſidered as a proper 
perſon to ſupport their deſigns of deſtroying the great au- 
thority which Cicero had lately acquired. It is highly 
probable, therefore, from Pompey's reſerve to our author, 
that he had received ſome overtures of this ſort: and as 

he was jealous of every power that might obſtruct his 
own, he was by no means diſpoſed, it ſhould ſeem, to 
advance Cicero's credit by gratifying him with thoſe ap- 
plauſes which his conduct deſerved. Plat. in vit. Cicero. 

5 Scipio Africanus the younger, to whom Cicero here 
alludes, was conſul in the year of Rome 605: as Lælius 
was in the year 612. The ftri intimacy which ſubſiſted 
between theſe diſtinguiſned Romans, iscelebrated by ſeve- 
ral of the claſſic writers: butCicerohas paid it the higheſt 
honours in his Dialogue upon Friendſhip. Scipio and Læ- 
lius uſed to retire together from the bulinelso the ſtate, to 
a villa fituated on the ſea-ſhore, near Laurentum; where 

theſe illuſtrious friends did not think it beneath their cha- 
racters to deſcend to the humbleſt recreations. The virtus 
Sci piadæ et mitis ſapientia Læli, the heroiſm of Scipio and 
the wiſdom of Lælius could unbend in gathering ſnells and - 
pebbles on the coaſt: and perhaps it is ſome evidence of 
their merit, that they were capable of being thus eaſily 
diverted. Leſs virtuous minds generally have recourſe to 
more agitated relaxations, ink are ſeldom entertained 
without carrying their paſſions into their amuſements. Ora. 
pro Muræ n. 36, Hor, Sat. ii. 1. ver. 72. Cic. de orat. ii. 6. 
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Fare wel. 


e TT.ER 
Quintus Metellus Celer'; Proconſul: t 
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e ei 281 DS x 
A S I perſuaded myſelf that our reconciliation. 
and friendſhip was mutually ſincere, I ne- 


ver imagined I ſhould have had occaſion to 


complain. of being marked out in my abſence 
as the object of your ridicule'. For the ſame 


reaſon I was equally far from ſuppoſing that you 


would have acted with ſo much 'bitterneſs 
againſt my relation Metellus', as to perſecute him 


Quintus Metellus Celer exerciſed the office of Prætor, 
the ſame year that Cicero was conſul. 'Two years after the 
date of this letter, he was himſelf elected to that ſupreme 
dignity : and Cicero ſpeaks of his adminiſtration with ap- 
plas. He was at this time governor of Ciſalpine Gaul. 

4 Att. Het | a 


7 The reader will find this explained by Cicero's Anſwer 


in the following letter. 

8 The e Ba alluded to, is Quintus Metellus Cæ- 
cilius Nepos, at this time a tribune of the people. He 
had lately attempted to procurea law for recalling Pompey 


out of Aſia; pretending that his preſence was neceſſary in 


order to quiet the commotions in the republic. But his 


real view was to deſtroy the great credit and authority 


which Cicero now 8 by throwing the whole power 
into Pompey's hands. Cato, who was likewiſe tribune at 
the ſame time, moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſed this deſign of his 
colleagae: and the conteſts that roſe between them upon 


this occaſion, were attended with great and dangerous 
diſturbances. Metellus, however, being at length obliged 
to deſiſt, retired in diſguſt with his complaints to Pompey. 


3 | EVEN 


Cicero. 


5 : 
aſſociate of your private and public tranſactions. A+ U. 691. 
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A. U. 691. even to the loſs of his fortunes and his dignities, 
merely for a ſingle word. If the regard which is 
due to his own character, could not protect him 
from the unjuſt reſentment of the ſenate ; at 
leaſt the zeal I have ever ſhewn for the in- 
tereſts of that illuſtrious order, the ſervices 
I have rendered the commonwealth, and the 
conſideration which is owing to our birth?, 
ſhould have powerfully pleaded in his favour. 
But it has been his fate to be oppreſſed, as 
well as mine to be deſerted, by thoſe, who 
ought to have treated us in a very differentman- 
ner: and the honour of thatimportant command 
with which I am inveſted, cannot ſecure me, 
it ſeems, from having cauſe to lament the in- 
dignities which are offered both to myſelf and 
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After he had thus withdrawn himſelf, it was propoſed, that 
the cenſure of the ſenate ſhould be paſſed upon his turbu, 
lent conduR, as alſo that he mould be depoſed from his 
office: and it was theſe proceedings, together with the 
part that Metellus Celer ſuppoſed Cicero to have borne in 
them, which occafioned x 2; warm remonſtrances of the 
letter before us. Plutarch aſſerts it was owing to the pru- 
dence and, moderation of Cato, that the motion againſt 
Mietellus Nepos was not carried. Suetonius, on the other 
hand, expreſsly ſays that he was actually ſuſpended : and 
indeed the following anſwer of Cicero renders it extremel 
probable that ſome decree of that kind had been voted, 
and afterwards repealed. Plut. in vit. Catan. Suet. in 
106... | . 
9 Within the ſpace of twelve years there had been no 
| lefs than twelve of this family who were either conſuls, 
cenſors, or diſtinguiſhed with the honours of a triumph, 
Paterc. 11. 11. IE ; i 


VP 


Book]. -QCICKED. : 5 7 
to my family. Since the ſenate have ſhewn A- U. 691. 
themſelves to be ſo little influenced by the 
dictates of equity, or thoſe principles of mo- 
deration which diſtinguiſhed our anceſtors ; it 
will be no wonder, if they ſhould find reaſon to 
repent of their conduct. But as to yourſelf, 

I repeat it again, I never had the leaſt ſuſpicion 

that you were capable of acting with ſo much 
inconſtancy to me and mine. However, nei- 
ther this diſhonour which has been caſt upon my 
family, nor any injuries which can be done to 


me in my own perſon, ſhall ever alienate my 
affections from the republic. Farewel. 


LETEE > 
To Quintus Metellus Celer, Proconſul. 


Have received your letter wherein you tell . 
1 me, that, you had perſuaded yourſelf, 
e you ſhould never have had occaſion to com- 
ce plain of being marked out as the ſubje& of 
« my railleries.” I muſt aſſure you in return, 
that I do not well underſtand to what you allude. 
I ſuſpect, however, you may have been informed 
of a ſpeech lately made in the ſenate, wherein 
I took notice there was a conſiderable party | 
among us, who regretted that the common- 
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: 3 ſhould. have owed. its preſervation. to 


* 


my hands. I added, I confeſs, that, in compli- 


ance with the requeſt, of ſome of your relations 


* 'whoſe deſires you could by no means refuſe, 


tc you ſuppreſſed the applauſe with which you 


< intended to have honoured me in that illuſtri- 


cc ous aſſembly. I mentioned at the ſame time, 
cc that we had ſhared: between us the glory 


of having ſaved the republic: and that whilſt 
cc ] was protecting Rome from the wicked de- 


ſigns of her inteſtine enemies, you were de- 
fending Italy from the open attacks and ſecret 


conſpiracies of thoſe who had meditateq our 
general ruin. But that fome of your fami- 
c ly nevertheleſs had endeavoured to weaken 


ce this our illuſtrious aſſociation, and were un- 


cc willing you ſhould make any return on your 


cc part, for thoſe high honours with which you 


te had been diſtinguiſhed on mine.” As this 
was an open confeſſion how much I was morti- 


fied in not receiving the applauſe I expected; it 


raiſed a general ſmile in the houſe : 'not indeed 
at you, but at myſelf, for ingenuouſly-acknow- 
ledging my diſappointment. And ſurely what I 
thus ſaid, cannot but be conſidered as highly 
to your credit; ſince it was an evidence that 
amidſt the higheſt · honours, I ſtill thought my 


: hh © glory 
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glory | incomplete without the cor 
your approba tio 
As to what you mention concerning a mu- 
tual affection: I know not what you may eſteem 
as a mark of that diſpoſition. But according 


an 
Iiir 


to my apprehenſion, it conſiſts in an equal 


return of thoſe good offices which one friend re- 
ceives from another. If as a proof of this gra- 
titude on my part, I were to tell you that 1 
gave up my pretenſions to your preſent govern- 
ment; you might well ſuſpect my veracity. 
The truth is, I renounced it as being inconſiſtent 
with that plan of conduct I had laid down to 


myſelf*: and I find every day more and more 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with having taken this re-. 


ſolution. But this with ftri& ſincerity I'can 
affirm, that I no ſooner relinquiſhed my claim 


Cicero here alludes to the reſolution he took of not ac. 
cepting any government at the expiration of his conſular 
office a reſolut ion, it muſt be owned, worthy ofa generous 
and diſintereſted patriot. Accordingly in a ſpeech which 
he made in the ſenate on the day of his inauguration, he 
declared he would receive no honours at the cloſe of his 
miniſtry which it was in the power of the tribunes to ob- 
ſtruct: and indeed it was in their power to obſtruct eve 
honour the ſenate could decree. As the authority of theſe 
popular magiſtrates could thus diſappoint the ambition of 
the conſuls, it had often influenced them in the exerciſe of 
their functions. But by this ſelf-denying renunciationwhich 
Cicero made, he had nothing to ho 5565 their favour, or 
to fear from their reſentment: and conſequently diveſted 
himſelf of every motive that could check a vigorous oppo. 


fition to their factious meaſures, Orar. cont. Kul, i. 8. © 
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A. U. 691. to your province, chas I 8 ho to 
throw it into your hands. I need not mention 
the management which was employed in 7 
der to ſecure the lot in your favour: but this 
much I will ſay, that I hepe you do not ima- 
gine the part my colleague acted in that affair 
was, in any of its circumſtances, without my 
privity and conſent. Let me defire you to re- 

collect with what expedition I aſſembled the ſe- 
nate immediately after the balloting was over, 
and how fully I ſpoke upon that occaſion in 
your applauſe. Accordingly, you then told me, | 
that I had not only paid an high compliment 
to yourſelf, but at the ſame time caſt a very 
ſevere reproach upon your colleagues. I will 
add, that ſo long as the decree ſhall ſubſiſt 
which the ſenate paſſed at that juncture, there 
will not be wanting a public and conſpicuous 
monument of my good offices towards you. 
Remember likewiſe the zeal with which I ſup- 
ported your intereſt in the ſenate; the encomi- 
ums with which I mentioned you in the aſſem- 
blies of the people; and the affectionate letters 
I wrote to you, after your departure. And 
when you have laid theſe ſeveral circumſtances 
together, I may ſafely leave it to your own 
dete rmination, whether your behaviour to me 
upon your laſt return to Rome, was ſuitable to 
| theſe 
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theſe inſtances of my friendſhip. However, I A. U. 691, 
know not what you mean by our reconcilement: 
an expreſſion, it ſhould ſeem, which cannot 
with any propriety be applied where there never 
was any formal rupture. 28 
With reſpect to your relation, whom I ought 
not, you tell me, to have perſecuted fo ſeverely 
in reſentment of a ſingle expreſſion, I have this 
to ſay: In the firſt place, I moſt highly ap- 
plaud the affectionate diſpoſition you diſcover 
towards him: and in the next, I hope you 
would pardon me, if that duty which I owe my 
country, and to which no man is more ſtrongly 
deyoted, had at any time obliged me to op- 
poſe his meaſures. But if I have only defend- 
ed myſelf againſt his moſt cruel attacks, have 
you not reaſon to be ſatisfied that I never once 
troybled you with my complaints? On the 
contrary, when I perceived he was collecting 
the whole force of his tribunitial power, in or- 
der to oppreſs me, I contented myſelf with 
endeavouring to divert him from his unjuſt 
purpoſe, by applying to your wife“ and ſiſ- 
2 Siſter to Claudius: a woman of moſt abandonedlewd. 
neſs, and ſuſpected of having poiſoned Metellus, who 
died in 694, a few years after this letter was written,— ' 
Cicero, whoattended him in his laſt moments, repreſents 
them as truly heroic. Metellus ſaw the approaches of 
death without the leaſt concern upon his own account, 


S 


ter; 
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A. U. 691. ter*;.as the latter had often indeed, in conſide- 
| ration of my connexions with Pompey, exerted 
her good offices in my behalf. Nevertheleſs (and 
I am ſure you are no ſtranger to the truth of 
what I am going to ſay) upon laying down my 
conſular office, he prevented me from making 
the uſual ſpeech to the people: and thus, 
what had never been denied to the loweſt and 
moſt worthleſs of our magiſtrates, he moſt in- 
juriouſly refuſed to a conſul who had pre- 
ſerved the liberties of his country. This in- 
ſult, however, proved greatly to my honour ; 
for, as he would only ſuffer me to take the oath?, 
I pronounced the ſincereſt and moſt glorious of 
aſſeverations with an uncommon exertion of 
voice: and the whole aſſembly of the people 
as loudly called the gods to witneſs, tha@what, 
T had ſworn was moſt religiouſly true*. But 
tho” I received this ſignal affront from your cou- 
fin, yet I had the very ſame day ſent an ami- 


and only lamented that he ſhould loſe his life at a time- 
when his friend and his country would have moſt occaſion 
for his ſervices. Pro Cælio 24. 1 
- | Mucia: ſhe was married to Pompey, but afterwards 
divorced from him on occaſion. of her gallantries with 
Cæſar. Ad. Att.a. 12. Plut in vit. Pomp. TOs 
4 The conſuls, at the expiration of their office, took an 
oath that they had faithfully and zealouſly diſcharged 
770 5 x 
5 Cicero did not confine himſelf to the uſual terms of 
the oath; but ſwore that he had preſerved Rome and 
the Republic from deſtruction. Plat. in vit. Cicer. 
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5 3 : | | 8 
cable meſſage to him by our common friends, 


with the hopes of perſuading him into a better 
temper. The anſwer he returned was, that all 


applications of this kind were now too late. 
He had indeed aſſerted, ſome days before, in 
a ſpeech which he made in a general aſſembly of 
the people, that the man who had puniſhed 
« others without ſuffering them to be heard", 
<« ought to be denied the privilege of being 
cc heard in his turn. Excellent and judicious 
patriotindeed! to maintain that the ſame puniſh- 
ment which had been decreed, and with the ap- 
probation too of every honeſt man in Rome, 
to thoſe rebels and incendiaries who had at- 


6 Theprincipal conſpirators concerned with Cataline be- 


ing taken into cuſtody, Cicero convened the ſenate; when 
it was debated in what manner to proceed againſt the pri- 


13 
A. U. 691. 


ſoners. Silanus, the conſul eleR, adviſed that they ſhould 


all be put to death. But this was againſt an expreſs law 
which prohibited the taking away the life of any citizen 
without a formal proceſs. The propoſal of Silanus was 
oppoſed by Cæſar, as being a ſtretch of the ſenate's power 
which might be productive of very dangerous conſequences 
in a free ſtate, It was his opinion therefore that the eſtates 
of the conſpirators ſhould be corifiſcated, and their perſons 
cloſely impriſoned. Cicero, as Dr. Middleton obſerves, 
delivered his ſentiments with all the {kill both of the orator 
and the ſtateſman; and while he ſeemed to ſhew a perfect 
neutrality, and to give equal commendation to both the 
opinons, was artfully labouring to turn the ſcale in favour 
of Silanus's, which he conſidered as a neceſſary example of 
ſeverity in the preſent circumſtances of the republic. A 


vote accordingly paſſed that the conſpirators ſhould ſuffer . 


death: which Cicero immediately put in execution. L 
of Cic, Val. i. 219, 221, 230. See rem, 6. p. 25 of this Vol. 
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A. U. 691: tempted to involve their country in the moſt 


dreadful calamities, was due to him who had 
preſerved the ſenate, the city, and all Italy in 
general from deſtruction. Theſe were the pro- 
vocations that induced me to oppoſe your couſin 


openly and before his face: and accordingly 


in a debate on the firſt of January concern- 
ing the ſtate of the republic, I thought proper 
to let him ſee that he had declared war againft 


2 man who did not want reſolution to return 


his attack. In a ſpeech which he made a 
few days afterwards, he was pleaſed to throw 


out ſeyeral menacing expreſſions againſt me: 
and it was evidently his determined purpoſe to 
effect my ruin, mot by bringing my actions to 
a fair and impartial trial, but by the moſt ille- 
gal methods of violence. Had I not acted then 
with ſpirit in oppoſition to his ill-conſidered 
meaſures, would not the world have thought 
(and thought too with reaſon) that the courage 
I exerted in my conſulate was merely acci- 


dental, and not the reſult of a ſteady and ra- 


tional fortitude ? If you are ignorant of theſe 
inſtances of your couſin's deportment, he has 
concealed a very material article of his con- 
duct. On the other hand, if he appriſed. you 
of them, you have reaſon to look upon me 
as having acted with great temper. and for- 

| bearance 
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poſtulations. In a word, you will find my 
complaint againſt him was not founded on a 
ſingle Expreſſion, as you call it, but on a conti- 
nued ſeries of malevolence. Let me now there- 
fore ſhew you, that my conduct in return was 
influenced by principles of the greateſt good- 
nature : if good-nature it may be deemed, not 


to exert a proper reſentment againſt injuries of 


ſo atrocious a kind. The truth 1s, I never-once 
made a motion in the ſenate to his prejudice ; 
on the contrary, as often as any queſtion aroſe 


in which he was concerned, I always voted on 


the moſt favourdble ſide. I will add (tho! it is 
a circumſtance indeed, in which I ought not to 
have concerned myſelf) that I was ſo far from 
being diſpleaſed with the decree which paſſed in 
his favour, that, in conſideration of his being 


related to you, I actually promoted it to the 
utmoſt of my power. 


Thus you ſee that, far from bing the ag- . 


greſſor, I have only acted a defenſive part. Nor 
have I, as you accuſe me, betrayed a capri- 
cious diſpoſition with regard to yourſelf: on 
the contrary, notwithſtanding your failure in 
ſome amicable offices on your ſide, I have till 
preſerved the ſame unvariable ſentiments of 
friendſhip on mine. Even at this very inſtant 
| N when 


bearance in never interrupting you with my ex- A-U. 691, 


A.U. 697 when I have before me, 2 had: ala called 
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it your threatening letter, yet I will tell you 


that I not only excuſe, but highly applaud the 


generous warmth. you expreſs in your couſinꝰs 


behalf: as I know, by what: paſſes in my on 


breaſt, the wonderful force of family- affection. 
J hope then you will judge of my reſentment 
with the ſame candour, and acknowledge that if 


without the leaſt provocation on my part I have 
been moſt cruelly and outrageouſly treated by 


any of your relations, I had a right, I will not 
only ſay to defend myſelf, but to be ſupported 
in that defence, if it were neceſſary, even by 
your whole army. Believe me, I have ever 
been deſirous of making you my friend; as I 
have endeavoured to convince you upon all oc- 


caſions that I was entirely yours: ſentiments 


which I till retain, and ſhall continue to retain 
juſt as long as you deſire. To ſay all in one 
word, I am much more diſpoſed to ſacrifice my 
reſentment againſt your couſin, to my friendſhip 
towards yourſelf, than to. ſuffer- the. former 


in any degree to impair our mutual alfection. 
F err | 
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letters, unleſs of the recommendatory kind: 
not that I had reaſon to expect my ſolicita- 
tions would have much weight with you; but 


as being unwilling it ſhould appear to thoſe who 


might apply for them, that any coolneſs had 
ariſen between us. However, as our common 
friend Atticus, who has been a particular wit- 


neſs of the warmth with which I have ever pro- 


moted your intereſt, is coming into your pro- 
vince, I cannot forbear conveying a letter to 
you by his hand; eſpecially as he very ſtrongly 
importuned me for that purpoſ. 

Were I to claim even your higheſt ſervices, 
the demand could by no means be thought 
unreaſonable, after having contributed every 


thing on my part for the advancement of your 


caſe, your intereſt, and your honours' But I 


6 The perſon to whom this letter is addreſſed, was un. 


cle to the celebrated Mark Antony, He had been conſul | 


the year before with Lats and was now gerad of 
acedonia. 


7 The conſuls, at the expiration of their office uſed to 
draw lots to which of the provinces they ſhould reſpe&ive. 


Vol. I. 2 2 may 
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R. U. 691. may ſafely appeal to your own conſcience, whe- 


ther you have ever made me the leaſt return: ſo 


far from it indeed, that I have heard (for I dare 
not ſay I have been informed“, as it is an expreſ- 
ſion, it ſeems, which you frequently, tho? I am 


ſure, injuriouſly, object to me) I have heard 
then that you have intimated ſomething as if 
Hut I leave it to Atticus to tell you the reſt: 
as the report' has given him no leſs concern 


* 


| ly ſacceed' as governors, This which Antonius poſſeſſed, 


one of the moſt deſirable in all the Roman empire, having 
fallerr to Cicero, he reſigned it to his colleague, 

8 This alludes to an expreſſion which Cicero had often 
occaſion to employ in the affair of Cataline's conſpiracy. 
As his principal intelligence aroſe from ſome of the con. 
ſpirators themſelves, who communicated to himfrom time 
to time the deſigns of their aſſociates, he was obliged to 
conceal the authors of theſe diſcoveries: and therefore, in 


laying his allegations before the ſenate or the people, he 8 | 


was under the neceſſity of ſpeaking only in general terms, 
and of aſſuring them that he had been formed of the par- 
ticular articles he mentioned, But tho? the event proved 
that his informations were true; yet in general this method 
of accuſation was extremely odious, and of dangerous 
example. Cicero's enemies therefore did not fail to take 
advantage of this popular objection, and were perpetually 
repeating the phraſe I am infarmed, whenever they were 
diſpoſed to reproach his conduct in this tranſaction. See 
Mong. rem. 19. on the 19th let. of the firſt book to Atticus. 
Plut, in vit. Cicer. Salluſt. Declam. in Cic. 2 
*' This report was of a very unfavourable kind indeed: 
for it charged Cicero with 1099 * a ſhare in the money 
which Antonius raiſed by his exactions on the unhapp 
ople of his province, The very judicious French tranf. 
ator of the epiſtles to Atticus, ſeems to imagine there was 
' ſome foundation for this report; as he thinks it probable 
that Antonius had agreed to pay Cicero a certain ſum in 


than 
, 5 
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4 | only ſay, that the ſenate and the whole Roman 
people have been witneſſes of that uncommon 


zeal with which I have entered into your intereſt, 
What ſentiments of gratitude this has impreſſed 
upon your mind, you yourſelf are the beſt judge; 
how much you owe me in conſequence of it, 
let others determine. It was friendſhip that firſt 
engaged my good offices in your favour ; and I 
afterwards was induced to continue them merely 
from a principle oftconſtancy. ' But, believe me, 
your preſent? affairs require a much larger 


conſideration of his having relinquiſhed to him the govern. 
ment of Macedonia: but this is a conjecture altogether un- 


tain; in the firſt place, that Cicero had ſome demands 
upon Antonius, of a nature which he did not chooſe ſhould 
be known; as, whenever he hints at them to Atticus, it 

is always in a very dark and enigmatical manner: and, 

in the —_— _ that he ſacrificed his own judgment 
and the good opinion of the world, in order to ſupport 
= Antonius in his preſent government. From which Ede 


reaſonable. Vid. ad Att. I. xii. 13. 14. See the follow- 


ing remark. | Sts | 
9 Pompey had declared his intentions of very ſtrenuouſſy 
infiſting that Antonius ſhould be recalled from his govern- 
ment, in order to give an account of his adminiſtration ; 
which, it ſeems, had been extremely oppreſſive. It was 
upon this occaſion that Cicero promiſed him his ſervice : 
and it ſeems by the following letter that he kept his word. 
But if he had not, his honour, perhaps, would not have 
been the more queſtionable : forit appears, from a letter to 
Atticus, that Cicero could not rtake the defence of 
Antonius without ſuffering in the opinion, not only of the 
populace, but of every worthy man in Rome: Ad Ati. 
1, 12, See remark 5th on the following letter. 
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ſupported by any evidence. Thus much however is cer- 


the reader is left to draw the concluſion that he ſhall judge 


7 
W than it gave myſelf. In the mean time I will R. U. 691, 
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exertion. of which ſhall-not be wanting, pro- 
vided I may have reaſon to think that they 


are not entirely thrown. away. For 1 ſhall 


never be ſo abſurdly officious, as to employ 
them where they are not acceptable, Atticus 
will inform you, in what particular inſtances 
you may, probably, have occaſion for my good 


offices: in the mean while I very warmly re- 


commend him to yours. I am well perſuaded 
indeed, that his own. intereſt with you is his 
beſt advocate: however, if you have any re- 
maining affection for me, let me entreat you to 


ſhew it (and it is the moſt o | manner in 


which you can ſhew it) by your ROFL, to 0 My | 
friend.. F l. 


LETTER V. 
To Pu3Lrus Ses7IVS, Queeſtor'. — 


1 Could e credit your freedman. "IP 
as highly as I think of his fidelity and 
attachment to your intereſt, when he requeſted 


Every roconſul, or govemorof 0 province, had aqueſ. 


tor under him, who acted as a ſort of paymaſter-general 


» _ ws rr forces, and as ſuperintendant likewiſe of 

lie revenues. Seſtius was at this time exerciſing 
— oſſiee under Antonius, in Macedonia. Some further 
account will be Semen Er of hin ile progreſs 


of theſe remarks, _ | 
me 


Bou! en Geko 


may not at preſent be recalled. Rememberi 


indeed the very different ſtrain in which all the 
letters I had before received from you were 
written, I could not eaſily be induced to think 
that you had ſo greatly altered your mind. But 
- after Cornelia's viſit to my wife, and the diſ- 


courſe which I had myſelf with Cornelius, -I 
could no longer doubt of this change in your 


| inclinations: and accordingly I never failed to 
attend. in your behalf at every ſubſequent meet- 
ing of the ſenate, The queſtion, however, did 
not come on till January laſt: when we carried 


it without much oppoſition: tho? I found ſome 
difficulty in perſuading Quintus Fuſius* and the 


reſt of your friends to whom you had written 
upon this ſubject, to believe me rather than 


your own letters. 


I had not agreed with Craſſus 11 his Koh; | 
when you wiſhed me joy of the purchaſe : but 
I was ſo much encouraged by your congratula- 
tions, that I ſoon afterwards bought it at thirty- 


five hundred thouſand ſefterces*. I am now 


therefore ſo deeply nen in debt as to be + 


s One of the tribunes of the people. 

3 About 28,000/. Cicero, it is id, bottowet” 2 con. 
ſiderable part of this ſum from a man whoſe cauſe he 
had undertaken to defend. But eloquence was not as 
yet PIE venal in Rome; and it was looked upon 


C3 full 
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A. U. 692. full ripe, you muſt know, for a plot, if any 
I malecontent will be ſo charitable as to admit 
me into one. But the misfortune is, this ſort of 


as highly diſhonourable for an advocate, not only to re. 

ceive any reward, but even a loan of his client. Cicero 
therefore being publicly reproached with this tranſaction, 

moſt confidently denied the charge; declaring at the ſame 

time that he had not the leaft intention of making this 

purchaſe. However, he ſoon afterwards completed his bar. 
ain: when being taxed in the ſenate with this unworth 

alſehood, he endeavoured to laugh it off, by telling his 

cenſurers, that they muft know very little of the world indeed, 

if they imagined any prudent man would raiſe the price of a 
commodity, 55 publicly a voauing his intentions of becoming a pur- 

chaſer. It is Aulus Gellius who gives us this ſtory, which 

Dr. Middleton ſuppoſes he might have picked up from ſome 

lj ſpurious collection of Cicero's jokes: and many ſuch, it is 
11 certain, were handed about even in Cicero's life-time. 

10 As every reader of taſte and learning muſt wiſh well to the 

bi * moral character of ſo invaluable an author as Cicero, one 

but regret that neither his own general regard to 

truth, nor the plea of his ingenious advocate, ſeem ſuſſi- 

cient to diſeredit this piece of ſecret hiſtory, That Cicero 

= was capable of denying facts, where it was not for his 

4; advantage they ſhould be diſcovered, will appear, perhaps, 

beyond controverſy in the progreſs. of theſe remarks. In 

the mean time a very ſtrong inſtance of this may be pro. 

duced from one of his letters to Atticus. Cicero had written 

5 an invective againſt ſome perſon whoſe intereſt he had oc- 

caſion to make uſe of in the affair of his reſtoration. This 

iece of ſatire had ſtolen into the world, it ſeems, without 

his knowledge; but as he never had any formal quarrel 

with the man againſt whom it was levelled, and as it was 

drawnupin a ſtyle by no means equal to the uſual corre. 

_ neſs of his performances, it might eaſily, he tells Atticus, 

be proved not to have come from his hand: ue poſe pro- 

bar: neon ſſe meam, The truth of it is, ſincerity does not 

| ſeem to have been the virtue upon which Cicero was ver 
ſolicitous of eſtabliſhing his character. Thus Plutar 

aſſures us, that our author having made a ſpeech in public 

full of the higheſt encomiums on Craſſus, E did not ſcru- 

ple a few days aſterwards to reverſe the panegy ric, and re- 


patriots, 
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patriotsare all diſpoſed to exclude me from their A- U. 692. 
ſociety : and whilſt I am the averſion of ſome of S 
them as the avowed avenger of conſpiracies: - 
others ſuſpect that I only plead poverty with a 
view of gaining their confidence in order to be- 
tray them. They think it incredible indeed, 
that the man who reſcued the bags of all the 
uſurers in Rome from a general attack, ſhould 
ever be in diſtreſs for money. The truth of 5 
the matter is, there is enough to be raiſed at ſix 
per cent. and I have gained this much, by the 
ſervices I have done my country, that I am con- 
ſidered by your money-lenders, at leaſt, as a good 
I muſt not forget to mention that I have 
lately looked over your houſe and buildings, 
and am much pleaſed with the improvements 
you are making. Figs 1 


reſent him before the ſame audience in all the darkeſt co- 
ours of his invective. Cicero being reminded upon this . 
occaſion of his former harangue, very gravely replied, © it 
«© was _ by way of an oratorical exerciſe, and in order 
* to try the force of his eloquence upon ſo bad a ſubject. 
Aul; Gell. xii. 12. See Life of Cic. i. 259. 8 Ed, Ad. 
Att. iii. 12. Plut. in vit. Cicer. f 5 
The chief of thoſe who engaged in Cataline's rebellion, 
were men of the ſame deſperate fortunes as himſelf: Ji. 
cungue bona patria lacerauerat, (ſays the hiſtorian of this 
conſpiracy) guicungue alienum &5 grande conflaverat, were the 
worthy aſſociates of Cataline in this infamous enterpriſe :' 
and though liberty was, as uſual, the pretence; the true 
motive of their taking up arms was, in order to make war 
upon their creditors, Sallyft, Bell. Cat. 14. 
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Notwithſtanding all the world is ſenſible that 
Antonius has by no means acted towards me 
with the gratitude he ought, yet it did not pre- 
vent me from being his advocate lately in the 
ſenate : when by the influence of my authority 
and the force of what I ſaid, I greatly diſpoſed 
the houſe in his favour?. I will only add my 

wiſhes that you would write to me oftener. 
Farewel. , 


5 The queſtion in this debate probably turned on the 
recal of Antonius: a queſtion, which ſeems either to 
have been carried in his favour, or to have been droppe 
during a conſiderable time. For it appears by a letter to 
Atticus, written two years after the date of the preſent, 
that Antonius was ftill in his government: and Dion Caſ- 
fius aſſures us, that he was not brought upon his trial till 
the conſulate of Cæſar; that is, not till the year of Rome 
694. He was then arraigned for his ill conduct in Mace. 
donia, and as being concerned likewiſe in Cataline's con. 
ſpiracy. This laſt article of the impeachment could not be 
proved; but the truth of it, nevertheleſs, was generally 

elieved: however he was convicted of the former, and con. 
demned to perpetual baniſhment. Cicero appeared as his 
advocate upon this occaſion: and it was an occaſion which 
contributed more, perhaps, than any other to his future 
misfortunes. For in the warmth of his ſpeech he indiſ- 
creetly threw out ſome reflections upon Cæfar: whichaltho? 


that great maſter of his paſſions did not think proper at 


that time openly to reſent, it is probable he never forgave. 
Dion Caſſius at leaſt informs us, that it was upon this ac- 
count he ſecretly inſtigated Clodius to thoſe violent mea. 
ſures which ſoon afterwards terminated in Cicero's exile. 
Ad Att. ii. 2. Dio xxxvii. See the laſt remark on the 
preceding letter p. 19. 8 1 
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LETTER VI. 
To TREREN TIA, to my deareſt TuLLia, an! 
| to my Son. TAY 
II you do not hear from me ſo frequently as A. U. 695. 
| 4; you might, it is becauſe I can neither write 
to you, nor read your letters, without falling 
into a greater paſſion of tears than I am able to 
| ſupport : for though I am at all times, indeed, 
completely miſerable, yet I feel my misfortunes 
with a particular ſenſibility upon thoſe tender 
occaſions. _ . 


6 There is an interval of two years between the date of 
this and the foregoing letter; the correſpondence which 
Cicero carried on during the intermediate period being en- 
tirely loſt, except that which he held with Atticus. The 
following letters ta Terentia were written in our author's 
exile, and will prove, either that Cicero was a philoſopher 
only in ſpeculation, or that philoſophy itſelf pretends to 
more than it has power to perform. Perhaps they will prove 
both; for, as on the one hand they diſcover the moſt un- 

manly dejection of ſpirit ; ſoit is certain, on the other, that 
much weaker minds have been able, with the aſſiſtance of 
better principles, te ſupport with fortitude far ſeverer trials. 
. Thoſe in which Cicero was at preſent exerciſed, were oc- 
caſioned by Clodius, who procured himſelf to be elected 
tribune with the ſingle view of deſtroying this his avowed 
adverſary. It has already beenobſerved in the ſixth remark 
on the third letter of this book, that Cicero in his conſulate 
had * to death ſome of the conſpirators concerned with 
Cataline, without any formal trial, and upon no other autho- 
rity than a decree of the ſenate. And it was upon this . 
charge that Clodius founded his impeachment. Cicero's | 
conduct upon this occaſion has alſo been arraigned by a late 
very accurate and judicious hiſtorian; and it muſt be ac. 
knowledged that, as far as we can be competent judges of 
it at this diſtance from the time and ſcene of action, it 
ſcems to have been attended with ſome circumſtances not 


Oh 
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Ku. 695. Ohl! that I had been more indifferent to life! 
Our days would then have been, if not wholly 


unacquainted with ſorrow, yet by no means 
thus wretched. However, if any hopes are 


ſtill reſerved to us of recovering ſome part at 


leaſt of what we have loſt, I ſhall not think 
that I have made altogether ſo imprudent a 
choice.\ But if our preſent fate is unalterably 
fixed---Ah! my deareſt Terentia, if we are ut- 
terly and for ever abandoned by thoſe gods 
whom you have ſo religiouſly adored, and by 
thoſe men whom I have fo faithfully ſerved ; 
let me ſee you as ſoon as poſſible, that I may 
have the ſatisfaction of breathing out my laſt 


departing ſigh in your arms. 


I have ſpent about a fortnight at this place”, 
with my friend Marcus Flaccus. This worthy 
man did not ſcruple to exerciſe the rites of 
friendſhip and hoſpitality towards me, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſevere penalties of that iniquitous 
law againſt thoſe who ſhould venture to give 
me reception. May I one day have it in my 


eaſily reconcileable to*the. principles either of juſtice or 
good policy. See Hook's Rom. Hip. vol. ili. p. 316. 

7 Brundifium : a maritime town in the kingdom of Na. 
ples, now called Brimd;/fj, Cicero, when he firſt with. 
drew from-Rome, intended to have retired into Sicily ; 


but being denied entrance by the governor of that iſland, 


he changed his direction, and came to Brundiſium, in his 

way to Greece. Pro Planc. 40, 41. | By 
As ſoon as Cicero had withdrawn from Rome, Clo. 

dius procured a law, which, among other articles, enacted 


power 
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ſervices, which I ſhall ever moſt gratefully re- 


member. ; 07 

1 am juſt going to embark, and purpoſe to 
paſs thro' Macedonia in my way to Cyzicum'. 
And now, my Terentia, thus wretchedand ruined 
as I am, can J entreat you, under all that weight 


of pain and ſorrow with which, I too well know, 


you are oppreſſed, can I entreat you to be the 


partner and companion of my exile ? But muſt 


I then live without you? I know not how to 
' reconcile myſelf to that hard condition; unleſs 
your preſence at Rome may be a mean of 


forwarding my return; if any hopes of that 


kind ſhould indeed ſubſiſt. But ſhould there, 
as I ſadly ſuſpect, be abſolutely none, come to 


me, I conjure you, if it be poſſible : for never. 


can I think myſelf completely ruined, whilſt I 


ſhall enjoy my Terentia's company. But how 


will my deareſt daughter diſpoſe of herſelf? A 
queſtion which you yourſelves muſt conſider : 
for, as to my own part, I am utterly at a loſs 


what to adviſe. At all events, however, that 


dear unhappy girl muſt not take ,any meaſures 


that no perſon ſhould preſume to harbour or receive him 


on pain of death.“ Life of Cic. i. 354. | 
9 A conſiderable town in an iſland of the Propontis, 


which lay ſo cloſe to the continent of Afia as to be joined 
with it by a bridge, 


that 
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A. U. 695. that may injure her conjugal repoſe', or affect 
"Y her in the good opinion of the world. As for 
my ſon let me not at leaſt be deprived of the 
conſolation of folding him for ever in my arms. 
But I muſt lay down my pen a few moments : 
my tears flow too faſt to ſuffer me to pro- 
I am under the utmoſt ſolicitude, as I know 
not whether you have been able to preſerve any 
part of your eſtate, or (what I ſadly fear) are 
cruelly robbed of your whole fortune. I hope 
Piſo* will always continue, what you repreſent 
him to be, entirely ours. As to the manumiſ- 
fion of the ſlaves ; I think you have no occafion 
to be uneaſy. For with regard to your owh, you 
only promiſed them their liberty as they ſhould 
deſerve it; but, excepting Orpheus, there are 
none of them that have any great claim to this 
favour. As to mine, I told them, if my eſtate 
ſhould be forfeited, I would give them their 
freedom, provided I could obtain the confirma- 
tion of that grant: but if I preſerved my eſtate, 
that they ſhould all of them, excepting only a 
few whom I particularly named, remain in their 


7 Tullia was at this time married to Caius Pifo Frugi ; 
a young nobleman of one of the beſt families in Rome. * 
See remark 9th, on the letter ix. p. 42. of this book. 

2 Cicero's ſon-in.law, mentioned in the laſt note. 


preſent 
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preſent condition. Bur ins i a mauer of ile 4 A.U. 695, 


conſequence. 
With regard to the view you give me of 
keeping up my ſpirits, in the belief that I ſhall 
again be reſtored to my country; I only wiſh 
that I may have reaſon to encourage ſo deſirable 


an expectation. In the mean time, I am greatly 


miſerable, in the uncertainty when I ſhall hear 
from you, or what hand you will find to convey 
your letters. I would have waited for them 
at this place; but the maſter of the ſhip on 
which I am going to embark, could not be pre- 
vailed __ to * the 3 eee of . 
For the reſt, let me conjure you in my turn 
to bear up under the preſſure of our affliftions 
with as much reſolution as poſũble. Remember 
that my days have all been honourable; and 
that I now ſuffer, not for my crimes, but my 
virtues. No, my Terentia, nothing can juſtly 
be imputed to me, but that I ſurvived the loſs 
of my dignities. However, if it was more 


| agreeable to our children that I ſhould thus liye, 
let that refle&ion teach us to ſubmit to our miſ- 


fortunes with cheerfulneſs; inſupportable as upon 
all other conſiderations they would undoubt- 
edly bs. But alas, whilſt nenn 

er 
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A. U. 695. keep up your ſpirits, 1 am utterly unable to 
preſerve my own ! 

I have ſent back the faichful Phileterus: as . 
the weakneſs of his eyes made him incapable of 

rendering me any ſervice. Nothing can equal 
the e ggod offices I receive from Salluſtius. Peſ- 
cennius likewiſe has given me ſtrong marks of 
his affection: and I hope he will not fail in his 
reſpect alſo to you. Sicca promiſed to attend 
me in exile; but he changed his mind, and has 
left me at this place. 

I entreat you to take all pollible c care of your 
health: and be aſſured, your misfortunes 
more ſenſibly affect me than my own. Adieu, 
my Terentia, thou moſt faithful and beſt of 
wives! adieu. And thou my deareſt daugh- 
ter, together with that other conſolation of my 

life, my dear ſon, I bid oY both moſt ny | 
farewel. 


Brundiſium, 
April the zoth. 


LETTER VII. 


To TzxkurIA, to my deareſt Tur TIA, and 
to my Son. | 


MAGINE not, my Terentia, that I write 
longer letters to others than to yourſelf: be 
aſſured at leaſt, if ever I do, it is merely becauſe 
thoſe 


thoſe I receive from them require a more parti- A. U. 6995. 
cular anſwer. The truth of it is, I am always at 


a loſs what to write : and as there is nothing in 
the preſent Mection of my mind, that I per- 
form with greater reluctance in general; ſol 
never attempt it with regard to you and my 
deareſt daughter, that it does not coſt me a 
flood of tears. For how can I think of you 


without being pierced with grief inthe reflection, 


that I have made thoſe completely miſerable 
whom I ought, and wiſhed, to have rendered 
perfectly happy? And I ſhould have rendered 
them fo, if I had acted with leſs timidity, , _. 
Piſo's behaviour towards us in this ſeaſon of 
our afflictions, has greatly endeared him to my 
heart: and J have, as well as I was able in the 
== preſent diſcompoſure of my mind, bothacknow- 
= ledged his good offices and exhorted him to con- 


=  tinue them. | | 


I perceive you depend much upon the new 
tribunes: and if Pompey perſeveres in his pre- 
ſent diſpoſition, I am inclined to think that 
your hopes will not be diſappointed; tho' I 
muſt: confeſs, I have ſome fears with reſpect to 
Craſſus. In the mean while I have the ſatiſ- 
faction to find, what indeed I had reaſon to - 
expect, that you act with great ſpirit and ten- 

derneſs in all my concerns. But I lament it 
3 | ſhould 


3 
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A. U. 95 ſhould hs my cruel fate to expoſe. you to ſo 
many calamities, whilſt you are thus generouſly 
endeavouring to eaſe the weight of mine. Be 
aſſured it was with the utmoſt grief I read the 

account which Publius ſent me, of the oppro- 
brious manner in which you were dragged from 
the temple of Veſta, to the office of Valerius. 
Sad reverſe indeed! That thou, the deareft ob- 
ject of my fondeſt deſires, that my Terentia, to 
whom ſuch numbers were wont to look up for 
relief, ſhould be herſelf a ſpectacle of the 
moſt affecting diſtreſs! and that I, who have 
ſaved ſo many others from ruin, ſhould have 
ruined both myſelf and ar family by my own 
indiſcretion! 

As to what you mention with regard to che 
Area belonging to my houſe, I ſhall never look 
upon myſelf as reſtored to my country, till 
that ſpot of ground is again in my poſſeſſion? 
But this is a point that does not depend upon 
ourſelves. Let me rather expreſs my concern 
for what does; and lament that, diſtreſſed as 


4 Terentis had üen ſanQuary 4 in the temple of Veſta, 
but was forcibly dragged out from thence by the directions 
of Clodius, in order to be examined at a public office, 
concerning her huſband's effects. Mr. R. 

After Clodius had produced the law againſt Cicero al. 
ready taken notice of, he conſecrated the Area where 
his houſe in Rome ſtood, to the perpetual ſervice of reli. 
Fr and erected a temple upon it to the goddeſs Liberty. 


fa 


your 


your circumſtances already are, you ſhould en- A.U. 695, 


gage yourſelf in a ſhare of thoſe expences which 
are incurred upon my account. Be aſſured, if 
ever I ſhould return to Rome, I ſhall eaſily re- 
cover my eſtate: but ſhould fortune continue 
to perſecute me, will you, thou dear unhappy 
woman, vill you fondly throw away in gaining 
friends to a deſperate cauſe, the laſt ſcanty re- 
mains of your broken fortunes ! I conjure you 
then, my deareſt Terentia, not to involve your- 
ſelf in any charges of that kind: let them be 
borne by thoſe who are able, if they are willing, 


to ſupport the weight. In a word, if you have 


any affection for me, let not your anxiety upon 
my account injure your health: which, alas! is 
already but too much impaired. Believe me, 
A you are the perpetual ſubject of my waking and 
== ſlceping thoughts: and as I know the aſſiduity 
you exert in my behalf, I have a thouſand fears 
leſt your ſtrength ſhould not be equal to ſo con- 
tinued a fatigue. I am ſenſible at the ſame time 
that my affairs depend entirely upon your aſſiſt- 
ance : and therefore that they may be attended 
with the ſucceſs you hope and ſo zealouſly en- 
deavour to obtain, let me earneſtly entreat you 
to take care of your health. 
I know not whom to write to, unleſs to thoſe 
who firſt write to me, or whom you particularly 
mention in your letters. As you and Tullia are 
Vos. . D 5 


A. U. 695. of opinion that I akin not retreat farther from 
Italy, I have laid aſide that deſign, Let me 
hear from you both as often as poſſible, particu- 
larly if there ſhould be any fairer proſpect of my 
return. Farewel, ye deareſt objects of ds moſt 


tender affection, Fare wel! 
N 2162 Oct. the 5th. 


LETTER VII. 


To TzRENTIA, to my deareſt TULLIA, and 
to my Son. 


| Learn by the letters of ſeveral of my ine 

A as well as from general report, that you diſ- 
cover the greateſt fortitude of mind, and that 
you ſolicit my affairs with unwearied application. 
Oh, my Terentia, how truly wretched am I, to 
be the occaſion of ſuch ſevere misfortunes to ſo 
faithful, ſo generous, and ſo excellent a woman! 
And my deareſt Tullia too !--That ſhe who 
was once ſo happy in her father, ſhould now 
derive from him ſuch bitter ſorrows ! But how 
ſhall I expreſs the anguiſh I feel for my little 
boy! who became acquainted with grief as ſoon 
as he 50 capable of any reflection. Had theſe 
afflictions happened, as you tenderly repreſent 
them, by an unavoidable fate, they would have 


6 Acity in Macedonia, now called Salonichi. 


1 Cicero's Gas was at this time about eight years of age. 
| Mannt. 
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ſat leſs heavy on my heart. But they are alto- A. U. 695. 
gether owing to my own folly in imagining I "WV 


was loved where I was ſecretly gnvied", and 
in not joining with thoſe who were ſincerely de- 
ſirous of my friendſhip*. Had I been governed, 
indeed, by my own ſentiments, without rely- 
ing ſo much on thoſe of my weak or wicked 
adviſers, we might ſtill, my Terentia, have been 
happy. However, ſince my friends encourage 


8 The perſons to whom he alludes are, Hortenſius, Ar- 
rius, and others of that party, who (if we may believe C1. 
cero's complaints to Atticus) took advantage of his fears, 
and adviſed him to withdraw from Rome on purpoſe to ruin 
him. But perſons under misfortunes are apt to be ſuſpici- 
ous, and are frequently therefore unjuſt : as Cicero ſeems | 
to have been with reſpect to Hortenſius at leaſt, who does 
not appear to have merited his reproaches. Ad Att. iii. 9. 14. 
Ad 85 F. i. 3. See Mongault's remarks, vol. it. p. 44. 

9 Czſar and Craſſus frequently ſolicited Cicero to unite 
himſelf to their party, promiſing to protect him from the 
outrages of Clodius, provided he would fall in with their 
meaſures. Life of Cic. i. 288. 315. 8vo. Ed, 

Cicero is perpetually reproaching himſelf in theſe let. 
ters to Terentia, and in thoſe which he wrote at the ſame 
time to Atticus, for not having taken up arms and reſo- 
lutely withſtood the violences of Clodius. He afterwards 
however in ſeveralof his ſpeeches made a merit of what he 
here ſo ſtrongly condemns, and particularly in that for Sex. 
tius he appeals to Heaven in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
heſubmitted toa voluntary exile in order to ſpare the blood 
of his fellow-citizens and preſerve the public tranquillity. 
Te, te, patria, teftor, (ſays he) et vos, penates patriigue Dii,.. 
me veftrarum ſedum templorumque cauſa, me propter ſalutem me- 
orum civium, gue mihi. ſemper fuit mea carior wita, dimicati- 
onem cædemque fugiſſe. But Cicero's veracity in this ſolemn 
aſſeveration ſeems liable to be juſtly queſtioned. It is cer- 
tain that he once entertained a deſign of taking up arms in 
his own defence: and the ſingle motive that appears to 
have determined him in the change of this reſolution was, 
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A. U. 695. me to hope, Iwill endeavour to reſtrain my grief 
leſt the effect it may have upon my health ſhould 


his finding himſelf moſt perfidiouſly deſerted by Pompey, 
Si——quiſquam fue (ſays he in a letter to Atticus) ui me 
Pompeii minus liberal: reſponſo perterritum, a turpiſſimo con- 
ſilio rewocaret aut occubuiſſem honefle, aut victores hodie vi- 
we remus. iii. 1 5. Dion Caſſius aſſerts, that Cicero, notwith. 
ſtanding this ũnexpected deſertion of Pompey, was prepar- 
ing to put himſelf in a poſture of defence; but that Cato 
and Hortenſius would not ſuffer him to execute his purpoſe : 
ETFs XELQNOE ev o agaoVai, lh, de uro Te Ts KaTows xa 
Ts Ogrnaous, &c. Lib. 38. Perhaps this author may be miſ- 
taken as to his having actually made any formal prepara. 
tions of this kind: Bas that he had it in his intentions, 
ſeems clear beyond all reaſonable contradiction. The 
French hiſtorian of our author's baniſhment has relied, 
therefore, too much upon Cicero's pompous profeſſions 
after his return, when he maintains that nothing could be 
farther from his thoughts than a ſerious oppoſition. Hit.de 
Þ exildeCicer,p. 148. The contrary appears moſt evident! 
to have been the caſe; and that the patriot-motive whic 
he ſo often aſſigns in his ſubſequent orations for leavin 
his country, was merely an after-thought and the plauſible 
colouring of artful eloquence. Why elle, it may be aſked, 
is there not the leaſt hint of any ſuch generous principle 
of his conduct, in all the letters he wrote during this pe- 
riod ? Why elſe, is he perpetually reproaching his friends 
for having ſuffered him to take that meaſure? And why, 
in a word, does he call it, as in the paſſage above- cited, 
turpiſſimum conſilium, the effect of a moſt ignominius reſo. 
Jution? But were it to be admitted that a regard to his 
country determined him to withdraw from it; ſtilt however 
he could not, with _—_ ree of truth, boaſt of his patrio- 
| tiſm upon that occaſion : for the moſt partial of his advo- 
| cates muſt acknowledge, that he no ſooner executed this 
| reſolution, than he heartily repented of it. The truth is, 
bow unwilling ſoever he might be to hazard the peace of 
his country in maintaining his poſt, he was ready to re- 
nounce all tenderneſs of that kind in recovering it; and he 
expreſsly defires Atticus to raiſe the mob in his favour, if 
there were any hopes of making a ſucceſsful puſh for his 
reſtoration Oro te ut, fi que ſpes erit pofſe ftudiis bonorum, 
auctoritate, multitudine comparata, rem confici, des operam 
ut uno impetu perfringatur. „t. iii. 23. 
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diſappoint your tender efforts for my reſtoration. 
I am ſenſible, at the ſame time, of the many dif- 
ficulties that muſt be conquered ere that point 


37 
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can be effected: and that it would have been 


much eaſier to have maintained my poſt, than 
it is to recover it. Nevertheleſs, if all the tri- 
bunes are in my intereſt; if Lentulus is really 
as zealous in my cauſe as he appears; and if 


Pompey and Czfar likewiſe concur with him in 


the ſame views, I ought not, moſt certainly, to 
deſpair. . by 

With regard to our ſlaves, I am willing to 
act as our friends, you tell me, adviſe. As to 
your concern in reſpect to the plague which 


broke out here; it is entirely ceaſed: and I had 


the good fortune to eſcape all infection. How- 
ever, it was my deſire to have changed my pre- 
ſent ſituation for ſome more retired place in Epi- 


rus, where I might be ſecure from Pifo and his 


ſoldiers . But the obliging Plancius was un- 


2 Lucius Calphurnius Piſo, who was conſul this year 


with Gabinius: They were both the profeſſed enemies of 


Cicero, and lupporte Clodius in his violent meaſures. The 
province of Macedonia had fallen tothe former, and he was 


now preparing to ſet out for his government, where his 
troops were daily arriving. Cicero has delineated the cha. 


racters at large of theſe conſuls in ſeveral of his orations : 
but he has in two words given the moſt odious picture of 
them that exaſperated eloquence perhaps ever drew, where 


refſion for which modern language can furniſh no equiva. 


ent. De prov. conſul. See remark 21. p. 174. of this vol. 
and remark 2. p. 102, vol. 2. e 4 


„„ willing 


he calls them duo rei publicæ portenta ac pane funera : an ex- 
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| A. U. 695. willing to part with me; and ſtill indeed detains 
me here in the hope that we may return toge- 


ther to Rome. H ever J ſhould live to ſee that 
happy day; if ever I ſhould be reſtored to my 
Terentia, to my children, and to my{elf, I ſhall 
think all the tender ſolicitudes we have ſuffered, 
during this fall ſeparation, abundantly repaid. 
Nothing can exceed the affection and huma- 
nity of Piſo's* behaviour towards every one of 
us: and wiſh he may receive from it as much 
ſatisfaction, as I am perſuaded he will honour. 
---] was far from intending to blame you with 
reſpe& to my brother: but it is much my deſire, 
eſpecially as there are ſo few of you, that you 
ſhould live together inthe moſt perfect harmony. 
---T have made myacknowledgments where you 
. defired, and acquaintedthe perſons you mention, 
that you had informed me of their ſervices. 
As to the eſtate you propoſe to ſell; alas! 
mydear Terentia, think well of the conſequence: 
think what would become of our unhappy 
boy, ſhould fortune ſtill continue to perſecute 
us. But my eyes ſtream too faſt to ſuffer me to 
add more: nor would I draw the ſame tender 
flood from yours, I will only ſay, that if my 
| 3 Plancius was at this time Quzftor in Macedonia, and 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by many generous offices to Cicero 
— 2 Pm Plauc. paſſim. See remark 1. on letter 2. 

4 Cicero's ſon-in-law, 


friends 
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friends ſhould: not deſert. me, I ſhall be in no K. U. 695. 


diſtreſs for money: and if they ſhould, the mo- 


ney you can raiſe by the ſale of this eſtate will 
little avail. I conjure you then by all our miſ- 
fortunes, let us not abſolutely ruin our poor 
boy, who is well-nigh totally undone already. 
If we can but raife him above indigence, a mo- 
derate ſhare of good fortune and merit will be 
ſufficient to open his way to whatever elſe we 


can wiſh him to obtain. Take care of your 


health, and let me'know by an expreſs how 
your negotiations proceed, and how affairs in 


general ſtand.---My fate muſt now be ſoon de- 
' termined. I tenderly ſalute my ſon and daugh- 


ter, and bid you all Farewel. 


Dyrrachiums, 
November 26, 


P. S. I came hither not only as it the 


city* and much in my intereſt, but as it is ſi- 
tuated likewiſe near Italy . But if I ſhould find 
any inconvenience from its being a town of ſuch 


great reſort, I ſhall remove Ag and give 
you due notice. 


A city in Macedonia, now called Darezza, in the 

Turkiſh dominions. This letter, tho? dated from Dyrra- 

chium, appears to have been wholly written except the 
N at Theſſalonica, 

* That is, a city which had the privilege, tho” in the 
dominions of the 2 republic, to be governed by its 
own laws. 

6 Beſides the reaſons here mentioned, there was another 
and much ſtronger which induced Cicero to leave Theſfalo- 
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EETTEesx ae 
To TERENTIA. 


A. U. 695. J Received three letters from you by the hands 
n A of Ariſtocritus, and have wept over them 
till they are almoſt defaced with my tears. Ah 
my Terentia, I am worn out with grief: nor 
do my own perſonal misfortunes more ſeverely 
torture my mind, than thoſe with which you and 
my children are oppreſſed. Unhappy indeed, 
as you are, I am ftill infinitely more ſo; as 
our common afflictions are attended with this 
aggravating circumſtance to myſelf, that they 
are juſtly to be imputed to my imprudence 
alone. I ought, moſt undoubtedly, either to 
have avoided the danger by accepting the com- 
miſſion which was offered me; or to have 
repelled force by force, or bravely to have pe- 
riſned in the attempt. Whereas nothing could 
have been more unworthy of my character, or 
more pregnant with miſery, than the ſcheme I 1 
nica: forhe had received intelligence thatPiſo's troops were 
approaching towards that city. Ad Art. iii. 22, 
7 As it anſwered Czſar's purpoſes either to gain Cicero 
or to ruin him, he artfully laid his meaſures for both. And 
accordingly, after having inſtigated Clodius to purſue Ci. 
cdero, he offered to take him into Gaul in the quality of his 
lieutenant, as a means of protecting him from that denge- 
ance he had ſecretly inflamed. But Cicero being more diſ- 


poſed to try his ſtrength with his adverſary, imprudently 
declined the propoſal. Dio, xxxvii. Ad. Att, ii. 18. 19. 


have 
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have purſued”. I am overwhelmed therefore, A. U. 695, 


not only with ſorrow, but with ſhame : yes, 


my Terentia, I bluſh to reflect that I did not 
exert that ſpirit I ought for the ſake of ſo ex- 
cellent a wife and ſuch amiable children. The 
_ diſtreſs in which you are all equally involved, 

and your, own ill ſtate of health in par- 
ticular, are ever in my thoughts: as I have 


the mortification at the ſame time to ob- 


ſerve, that there appear but ſlender hopes of 


my being recalled. My enemies are many; 


while thoſe who are jealous of me are almoſt 
innumerable : and though they found great 


difficulty in driving me from my country, it 


will be extremely eaſy for them to prevent my 
return. However, as long as you have any 
hopes that my reſtoration may be effected, I 
will not ceaſe to co-operate with your endea- 
vours for that purpoſe; leſt my weakneſs ſhould 
ſeem upon all occaſions to fruſtrate every mea- 
ſure in my favour. In the mean while, my per- 
ſon (for which you are ſo tenderly concerned) 


is ſecure from all danger: as in truth I am ſo 
completely wretched, that even my enemies 


themſelves muſt wiſh, in mere malice, to pre- 


ſerve my life. Nevertheleſs, I ſhall not fail to 


obſerve the caution you kindly give me. 


3 See remark 1, on the preceding letter. 
| I have 
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I have ſent my acknowledgments by Dexip- 
pus to the perſons you deſired me, and men- 
tioned, at the ſame time, that you had informed 
me of their good offices. I am perfectly ſen- 


ſible of thoſe which Piſo exerts towards us with 
ſo uncommon a zeal: and indeed it is a circum- 


ſtance which all the world ſpeaks of to his ho- 
nour. Heaven grant I may live to enjoy with 
you and our children, the common happineſs of 
fo valuable a relation]! 8 
The only hope I have now left, ariſes from 
the new tribunes ; and that too depends upon 
the ſteps they ſhall take in the commencement 
of their office : for if they ſhould poſtpone my 
affair, I ſhall give up all expectations of its ever 
being effected. Accordingly I have diſpatched 
Ariſtocritus, that you may ſend me immediate 
notice of the firſt meaſures they ſhall purſue, 
together with the general plan upon which they 
propoſe to conduct themſelves. I have hke- 


9 He had the great misfortune to be diſappointed of this 
wiſh : for Piſo died ſoon after this letter was written. 
Cicero mentions him in ſeveral parts of his writings, with 
the higheſt gratitude and eſteem. He repreſents him as 
2 young nobleman of the greateſt talents and application, 


| who devoted his whole time to the improvements of his 


mind, and the exerciſe of eloquence ; as one whofe moral 
qualifications were no leſs extraordinary than his intel- 
lectual, and, in ſhort, as poſſeſſed of every accompliſhment 
and every virtue that could endear him to his friends, to 
his family, and to the public. Pro Sext. 31. De clar. 
erator. 271. Ad Quirites, iii. 2 
wiſe 


— 3 OI. r 
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— GK CICmRD: 
wiſe ordered Dexippus to-return to me with all A. U. 695. 


expedition, and have written to my brother to 
requeſt he would give me frequent information 


in what manner affairs proceed. It is with a 
view of receiving the earlieſt intelligence from 


Rome, that I continue at Dyrrachium: a place 
where I can remain in perfect ſecurity, as I have 


upon all occaſions diſtinguiſhed this city by my 
particular patronage. However, as ſoonas I ſhall 
receive intimationthat my enemies are approach- 


ing, it is my reſolution to' retire into Epirus. 
In anſwer to your tender propoſal of accom- 


panying me in my exile; I rather chooſe you 
ſhould continue in Rome; as I am ſenſible it 


is upon you that the principal burthen of my 
affairs muſt reſt. If your generous negotiations 
ſhould ſucceed ; my return will prevent the ne- 
ceſſity of that journey: if otherwiſe------But I 
need not add the reft. The next letter I ſhall 
receive from you, or at moſt the ſubſequent one, 
will determine me in what manner to act. In 


the mean time I defire you would give me a 


full and faithful information how things go on: 
though indeed I have now more reaſon to expect 


the final reſult of this affair, than an account ob 
its progreſs, ; 


| lette I, 


1 The troop of piſo. See remark 2. on the former 
| | Take 
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A. U. 606. Take care of your health I conjure you; aſ- 
; ſuring yourſelf that you are, as you ever have 
been, the · object of my fondeſt wiſhes. Fare- 
wel, my dear Terentia! I ſee you ſo ſtrongly 
before me whilſt I am writing, that I am utterly 
ſpent with the tears I have ſhed. Once more, 
Farewell. oy 


Dyrrachium, | 
Nov. the zoth. *' . 


* £ This great man, who had been the ſaviour of his 
* country, who had feared, in the ſupport of that cauſe, nei- 
ther the inſults of a deſperate party, nor the daggers of 
6 afſaflins; when he came to ſuffer for the ſame cavte, ſunk 
« under the weight. He diſhonoured that baniſnment 
« whichindulgentProvidence meant tobe the means of ren- 
“ dering his glory . N VUncertain where he ſhould 
« g0, or what he ſhould do, fearful as a woman, and fro. 
ce ward as a child, he lamented the loſs of his rank, of his 
« riches, and of his ſplendid popularity. His eloquence 
«« ſerved only to paint his — A in ſtronger colours, He 
« wept over the ruins of his fine houſe, which Clodius had 
« demoliſhed ; and his ſeparation from Terentia, whom he 
tc repudiated not long afterwards, was perhaps an affliction 
“ to him at this time, Every thing becomes intolerable to 
« the man who is once ſubdued by grief. He regrets what 
he took nopleaſure in enjoying, and, overloaded already, 
«© he ſhrinks at the weight of 22 Cicero's behavi- 
© our, in ſhort, was ſuch, that his friends, as well as his 
cc enemies, believed him to have loſt his ſenſes. Cæſar be- 

, © held, witha ſecret ſatisfaction, the man, who had refuſed 
© to be his lieutenant, weeping under the rod of Clodius. 
« Pompey hoped to find ſome excuſe for his own ingrati. 
cc tude in the contempt which the friend, whom he had 
© abandoned, expoſed himſelf to. Nay Atticus judged. 
© him too nearly attached to his former fortune, and re. 
« proached him for it. Atticus, even Atticus bluſhed 
for Tully, and the moſt plauſible man alive aſſumed the 

46 ſtyle of Cato.“ Boling. Refedt. On Exile. P · 253. 


LET- 


Book I. or CICERO, 


L RETRO; 
To QuinTvs METELLUS Nx pos, the Conſul*, 


HE letters I received both from my bro- 
ther and my friend Atticus ſtrongly en- 
couraged me to hope, that you were not leſs 
diſpoſed than your colleague to favour my recal. 
| In conſequence of this perſuaſion, I immediately 
wrote to you in terms ſuitable to my preſent 
unfortunate circumſtances: acknowledging my 
grateful ſenſe of your generous intentions, and 
entreating your future aſſiſtance. Bur I after- 
_ wards learned, not indeed ſo much by any hint 
of this kind from my friends, as from the re- 
port of thoſe who paſſed this way, that you did 
not continue in the ſame favourable ſentiments” : 


for which reaſon I would not venture to impor- 


tune you any farther. My brother however, 


having tranſmitted me a copy of the ſpeech 


2 This is the ſame perſon, who, when he was tribune, 

ve occaſion, by his ill. treatment of Cicero, to the ſecond 
and third letters of this book. He was now conſul with 
Publius Cornelius Lentulus. heir 133. fs 

3 Whilſt the friends of Cicero were exerting their endea- 
vours to procure his reſtoration, Clodius was oppoſing their 


45 


A. i 696. 


deſigns by every method of artifice and violence: in which 


he was protected by Metullus, notwithſtanding he had 
given intimations of a diſpoſition to favour Cicero's inte- 
zeſt, Life of Cic, i. 408. v. Edit. 

TO you 


46 Taz LETTERS Boon. 


A.U. 696. you lately made in the ſenate, I found it ani- 
mated with ſuch a ſpirit of candour and mode- 
ration, that I was induced to write to you once 
more. Let me earneſtly requeſt you then to 
conſider rather the intereſtssthan the paſſions of 
your family*, leſt by falling in with their unjuſt 
and cruel oppoſition to me, you ſhould open a 
way by which they themſelves may be oppreſſed 

in their turn. Is it poſſible, indeed, that you, 
who gained ſuch a glorious conqueſt over your- 
ſelf-as to ſacrifice your own private enmities* 
to the welfare of the republic, ſhould be pre- 
vailed upon to add ſtrength to a reſentment in 

others which evidently tends to its deſtruction? 
If you think proper then to afford me your aſ- 
ſiſtance in this conjuncture, you may, upon all 

_ occaſions, depend on my utmoſt ſervices in 
return. On the other hand, ſhould that lawleſs 
violence, which has wounded the commonwealth 
through my fide, be ſuffered {till to prevail; it 
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4 Clodius was couſin to Metellus. Poſt red. in ſen. 10. 
The firſt ſtep that Lentulus took when he entered upon 
the adminiſtration of his office, was to move the ſenate 

that Cicero might be recalled. Upon which occaſion his col. 
league Metellus made the conceſſion to which Cicero ſeems 
here to allude; declaring that he was willing to ſacrifice 
his private reſentment againſt Cicero, to the general incli. 
nations of the ſenate and the people. Nevertheleſs, he ſtill 
continued'to ſupport Clodius, as has been already obſerved - 
in the note above. Pro Sext. 32. poſt red, in ſer, iv. See 
remark 26. on letter 17. p. 178. B. ii. 1 


imports 
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imports you to reflect, whether if you ſhould A. U. 696. 
hereafter be inclined to recat the opportunity — 


of preſerving our general liberties, you will not 
have the misfortune of finding ĩt much too late”, 
LETTER XL. 


To Fanrvs GaLvs:®. 


Have been attacked with a diſorder in my 
1 bowels, which continued with great violence 
during ten days: but as 1t was not attended 
with a fever, I could not perſuade thoſe who 
had occaſion for my ſervices, that I was really 


6 Notwithſtanding that Pompey, Cæſar, and indeed all 
the Nur de perſons of the republic now concurred in fa. 
youring Cicero's return, yet the practices of Clodius pre- 
vented a decree for that purpoſe, till the firſt of June. 
Nor was it till the 4th of Auguſt following that this de. 
cree paſſed into a general law: in conſequence of which, 
Cicero ſoon afterwards made his triumphant 2 | 
Rome. Metellus joined in procuring this decree: ac : 
of ſentiments which Cicero imputed to a moſt pathetic 
ſpeech which Servilius Iſauricus delivered in the ſenate 
upon this occafion, and which ſo ſoftened Metellus, it 
ſeems, that he melted into tears. But the true cauſe is 
more probably to be aſcribed to the influence of Czſar and 
Pompey : who, in order to mortify Clodius, whoſe power 
now began to be troubleſome to them, thought it conve- 
nient for their purpoſes that Cicero ſhould be reſtored, Pro 
Sext. 31. 62. 4% Pair, 7. 

Gallus is only known by three or four letters which 
Cicero has addreſſed to him: from which, however, no- 


thing particular can be collected concerning his hiſtory or 


character. | 
indiſ- 


- 
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wir) indiſpoſed. In order therefore to avoid their 
| importunities, I retired to Tuſculanum; having 
obſerved fo ſtrict an abſtinence for two days 
before, as not to have taſted even a drop of 
water. Reduced then as I am by my illneſs 
and my faſting, I had more reaſon to hope for 

a viſit from you, than to 5 you expected 

one from me. 

Diſtempers of every Kind I greatly dread, 

but particularly of that ſort for which the Stoics 

have cenſured your favourite Epicurus, where 

he complains* of being violently afflifted 

with the dyſentery and the ſtrangury : as 

\ the forme, they aſſert, is the conſequence of 

table indulgencies, and the latter of a mote 
ſhameful intemperance. I had indeed great rea- 

ſon to apprehend a dyſentery: but whether it 

be from change of air, or a relaxation from bu- 

ſineſs, or that the diſtemper had almoſt ſpent 

* itſelf, I know not; but I atm ſomewhat better 
ſince I came hither. You will wonder per- 

haps what exqefſes I have been guilty of, to 

bring upon myſelf this diſorder. I muſt in- 

form you then, that I owe it to the frugal regula- 


\ 


' d In a letter which he wreee during his laſt ſickneſs : 


tranſlation of which is given us by Cicero, in his creatſe 
De finibus, ii. 31. 0 
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tions of the ſumptuary law. The products of A. U. 696. 

the earth being excepted out of the reſtriftions 

of that act; our elegant eaters, in order to 

bring vegetables into faſhion, have found out 

a method of drefling them in ſo high a taſte, 

that nothing can be more palatable. It was im- 

mediately after having eaten very freely of a 

diſh of this ſort,” at the inauguration feaſt of 

| Lentulus', that I was ſeized with a diarrhcea, - 
which has never ceaſed till this day. Thus you 
ſee, that I who have withſtood all the tempta- oY 
tions that the nobleſt lampreys and oyſters could | 

throw in my way, have at laſt been over- 
powered by paltry beets and mallows : but it has 
taught me however to be more cautious for the 
future, As Anicius found me in one of my ſick 
fits, you muſt undoubtedly have heard of my +; 
illneſs : I was in hopes therefore you would not 
have contented yourſelf with inquiring after my 
welfare, but would have given me the ſatis- 
_ © Manutius conjeQures, that the law alluded to is one 
which is aſcribed by Aulus Gellius to Marcus Lucinius Craſ. 
ſus, and which paſſed in the year of Rome 643. By this 
law the expences of the table were regulated both in re. 
gard to ordinary and extraordinary occaſions, with the ex. 
preſs exception mentioned by Cicero in the nextſentence, 
concerning the article of vegetables. Vid. Aul. Gell. ii. 24. 

He was ſon of Publius Cornelius Lentulus, one of the 

conſuls of the preſent year, to whom the next letter and 
ſeveral of the following ones in this and the ſubſequent 


book are written. He gave this entertainment on occaſion 
of his being choſen a member of the college of augurs, Manu, 


Vol. I. E faction 


vw 


is 


buappy chief, notwithſtanding Cæſar generouſly gave him 
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A. U. 696. faction of a viſit. . I purpoſe to continue here, 


till I ſhall have re-eſtabliſhed my health: for I 
am extremely weakened and emaciated. But if 
I can once get the better of my diſorder, I hope 
I ſhall find no difficulty in recovering all the 
reſt. Farewel. | . 


LETTER XI. 


o PuBLIius LENTULvus, Proconſul'. 


A. U. 697. 1 FINDit much eaſier to ſatisfy the world than 


myſelf in thoſe ſacred offices of friendſhip 
I exert in your behalf. Numberleſs, indeed, 


! Publius Lentulus was conſul together with Quintus 
Metellus Nepos, A. U. 696, the year before this letter was 
written. During his adminiſtration of that office, hediftin. 

uiſhed himſelf by his zeal in promoting Cicero's recal 
| Ava baniſhment ; which, after many difficulties thrown in 
the way by Clodius, he at length effected. At the ex. 
piration of his conſulate, he ſucceeded to the government 
of Cilicia, one of the moſt conſiderable provinces in Afia 
minor, now called Carmania; and the following correſ- 


pondence was carried on with him whilſt he continued in 


that province. Cæſar had upon many important occaſions 
given him very ſignal inſtances of his friendſhip, parti- 
cularly in gaining him an entrance into the pontifical 
college ; in procuring him the province of lower Spain 
after he had paſſed through the office of prætor; and b 

aſſiſting him in obtaining the conſulſhip. Yet theſe obli. 
gations were not ſo powerful in the {ſentiments of Len. 
tulus, as to ſuperſede thoſe more important ones which he 
owed to his country. Accordingly he oppoſed the illegal 
and dangerous demands of Cæſar, with great warmth and 
indi NN in the ſenate: and upon the break ing out of the 
civil war, joined himſelf with Pompey. He ſteadily per. 
ſevered in following the cauſe and the fortune of that un. 
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are the obligations you have conferred upon me: A. U. 697. 


and as you perſevered with unw{@ried zeal till 


you had effected my recal from Wie, I eſteem 


it the greateſt mortification of my life, that I 


cannot act in your affairs with the ſame ſucceſs, 
The truth is, Ammonius, who reſides here as 
Ambaſſador from Ptolemy*, defeats all my 


his life and his liberty, when he fell into his hands upon the 


ſurrender of Corfinium. For it appears by a letter in this 
collection, that he was afterwards at the battle of Phar- 


ſalia, from whence he fled with Pompey to Rhodes: and 
this is the fartheſt we can trace him. He is mentioned 
by Cicero among the celebrated orators of his age: though 
his merit of this kind was, it ſeems, more owing to his 
acquired, than his natural talents. Cz/. B. C. i. Plut. in 
Cf. Cic. ep. Fam. xii. 14. Cic. de oft. gen. dic. 

2 King of Egypt, and father of the celebrated Cleopa- 
tra. He was ſurnamed Azletes in allufion to his {kill in 
playing upon a certain muſical "inſtrument called by the 
Greeks Aulus. The title of this prince to his throne bein 

recarious, he found means, by the intereſt of Cæſar — 

ompey, to be declared an ally of the Roman republic, 
about two years before the date of this letter: for which 
piece of ſervice they were to receive no leſs a reward than 
one million one hundred ſixty- two thouſand five hund red 
pounds. The heavy taxes Ptolemy was obliged to impoſe in 
order to raiſe this immenſe tribute, together with other acts 
of tyranny and oppreſſion, occaſioned ſuch a general dif- 
content among his people, that they took up arms and 
drove him out of Egypt. In this exigency he had recourſe 
to the republic, in virtue of the alliance juſt mentioned. 
His ſubjects likewiſe ſent an embaſſy to Rome, compoſed 
of an hundred of their principal citizens, to plead their 
cauſe before the ſenate: but Ptolemy having notice of this 
deputation, procured part of them to be aſſaſſinated on their 
way thither; others as ſoon as they arrived; and the reſt 
he ſilenced by. proper applications to their fears and 
their avarice. This, together with his immenſe and open 


r among the venal part of the republic, rendered 


im generally deteſted at Rome: inſomuch that notwith- 


E 2 ſchemes, 


» 
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A. U. 697. ſchemes, by the moſt ſhameleſs and avowed 
—— bribery : and he is ſupplied with money for this 
purpoſe, from the ſame quarter as when you 
were in Rome. The party in the king's in- 
tereſt, (tho' their number, it muſt be owned, is 
inconfiderable) are all defirous that Pompey 
may be employed to re-inſtate him in his do- 
minions. The ſenate, on the other hand, fall 
in with the pretended oracle“; not indeed as 
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ſtanding he was zealouſly ſupported by Pompey, who actu- 
ally obtained a decree in his favour, yet the oppoſition was 
ſo ſtrong, that the ſenate, after various debates, thought 
proper to let the affair wholly drop. His laſt reſource, 
therefore, was to apply himſelf to Gabinius, proconſul 
of Syria. Accordingly Gabinius, upon the promiſe of 
ro, ooo talents, and at the recommendation of Pompey, 
boldly undertook, and effected, his reſtoration without 
being authoriſed by any legal commiſſion for that purpoſe: 
Dio. xxxix. Liv. Epit. 105. Cic. Orat. in Piſom, See re. 
1 mark 7. p. 96. of this vol. | 
„ 3 Caius Cato, a relation of the celebrated M. Portius 
* Cato, who killed himſelf at Utica, was in the number of 
thoſe who moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the reſtoration of Pto. 
lemy. He was a young man of a turbulent andenterprifing 
diſpoſition, which he ſupported with ſome degree of elo. 
quence, This, at leaſt, is the character which Feneſtella 
gives of him, as that analiſt is cited by Nonius : but if 
he was never engaged in an oppoſition leſs reaſonable than 
the preſent, hiſtory has not done him juſtice. Among 
other expedients which he employed to obſtruct the de- 
figns of thoſe who favoured Ptolemy, he had recourſe to 
a prophecy which he pretended to have found in the Si- 
bylline books, and which contained a ſevere denunciation - 
againſt the ſtate, if the Romans aſſiſted a king of Egypt 
with their troops in recovering his throne. This had, in 
fome meaſure, its defiredzeffeR ; for the ſenate (which in 
general was in the ſame ſentiments, as to this point, with 
Cato) voted it dangerous to the intereſts of the repub. 
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lc to employ any force in favour of Ptolemy, 


bon l! er CICERO: 


giving any credit to its predictions, but as being A U. 697, 


in general ill- inclined to this prince, and de- 


teſting his moſt corrtipt practices. In the mean 
while, I omit no opportunity of admoniſhing 


Pompey with great freedom, and conjuring 
him not to act ſuch a part in this affair, as would 
Eaſt the deepeſt ſtain upon his character. I 
muſt do him the juſtice at the ſame time to 
acknowledge, that ſo far as his own conduct 
is concarned, there does not appear the leaſt 
foundation for any remonſtrances of this ſort, 
On the contrary, he is perpetually expreſſing 
the higheſt zeal for your intereſt : and he lately 
ſupported it in the ſenate, with the utmoſt force 
of eloquence, and the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of 
friendſhip. Marcellinus *, I need not tell you, 
is a good deal diſpleaſed at your ſoliciting this 


The Sibyls were certain ſuppoſed propheteſſes, concern. 
ing whom there is a great variety of opinions; hiſtorians 
being by no means agreed as to their number, their 
country, or the age in which they lived. Thoſe who are 
inclined to read a very ridiculous ſtory, may find an ac. 
count in Aulus Gellius of the — bs which the Ro- 


mans are ſaid to have poſſeſſed themſelves of theſe oracular 


es a Theſe prophecies were carefully depoſited in the 
Capitol, and conſulted upon certain Extraordinary occa- 
ſions. There are ſome ancient writings ſtill extant which 


paſs under the name of the Sibylline oracles : but theſe 


oracles © ſeem to have been all, from firſt to laſt, and 
without any exception, mere impoſtures. Ad 2. Frar. 


Il. 2. Aul. Gell. i. 19. Fortin's remarks on Eccleſ, Hift. 


P- 284. GT. 
4 One of the preſent conſuls, OY. 
1 com- 
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A. U. 69. commiſſion: in all other reſpects, I dare ven- 
| ture to ſay, he will very ſtrenuouſly promote 
your intereſt. We muſt be contented to take 
him in his own way: for I perceive it is impoſ- 
ſible to diſſuade him from propoſing that the 
injunctions of the oracle ſhall be complied with. 
And in fact, he has already made ſeveral mo- 
tions to that purpoſ. e 20055 
I wrote this early on the 13th: and I will now 
give you an account of what has hitherts paſſed 
in the ſenate. Both Hortenſius and Lucullus 
agreed with me in moving, that the prohibi- 
tion of the oracle ſhould be obeyed : and indeed 
it does not ſeem poſſible to bring this matterto 
bearuponany other terms. But we propoſed, at 
the ſame time, that in purſuance of the decree* 
which was made on your own motion, youſhould 
be appointed to re-eſtabliſh Ptolemy inhis king- 
dom; the ſituation of your province lying ſo 
conveniently for that purpoſe. In a word, we 
| conſented that the army ſhould be given up, in 


5 Before Lentulus ſet out for his government, the ſenate 
had come to a reſolution of aſſiſting Ptolemy with a body 
of troops; and (as has already been obſerved) a decree had 
actually paſſed for that as ae It was voted at the ſame 
time that the conſul, whole lot it ſhould prove to admi- 

niſter the province of Cilicia,ſhould be charged with this 
commiſſion : and accordingly fortune decided it in favour 
of Lentulus. But the artifices of Caius Cato, taken notice 
of in the note above, prevented this decree from being 
carried into execution. Orat. pro Rabir. 
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deferenceto the oracle; butinſiſted nevertheleſs A. U. 697. ÿ 


that you ſhould be employed in effecting this 


reſtoration. Craſſus, on the other ſide, was for 


having this commiſſion executed by three per- 
ſons to be choſen from among our generals: 
and conſequently he did not mean to exclude 
Pompey. Marcus Bibulus joined with him as 
to the number ; but thought that the perſons to 
benominated ſhould not bear any military com- 


mand, u the reſt of the conſulars were inthe 


ſame ſentiments, except Servilius, Afranius, and 
Volcatius. The firſt abſolutely oppoſed our 
engaging in ,Ptolemy's reſtoration upon any 


terms whatſoever : but the two laſt were of opi- 


nion, that, agreeably to the motion of Lupus, 
this commiſſion ſhould be given to Pompey. 
This circumſtance has increaſed the ſuſpicion 
concerning the real inclinations of the latter: as 
his moſt particular friends were obſervedto con- 


cur with Volcatius. They are labouring this 


point with great aſſiduity: and, I fear, it will be 
carried againſt us. Libo and Hypſæus are 
openly ſoliciting for Pompey : and in truth the 
conduct of all his friends at this juncture makes 
it generally believed, that he is deſirous of the 


office. Yet the misfortune is, that thoſe who are 
unwilling it ſhould fall into his hands; are not. 


the more inclined to place it in yours : as they 


hd 
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A. U. 697. are much diſpleaſed at your having contributed 
| to the late advancement of his power.. For 
myſelf ; I find T have the leſs influence in your 
cauſe, as it is ſuppoſed I am ſolely governed by 
a principle of gratitude : at the ſame time, the 
notion which prevails that this affair affords an 
opportunity of obliging Pompey, renders my 


6 Lentulus, during his conſulate, propoſed andcarried a 
law in favour of Pompey, which in effect inveſted him with 
the whole powerof the Roman empire. For under a pre- 
tended ſcarcity of corn (as ſome of the hiſtorians ſeem to 
repreſent it, tho' Dion Caſſius indeed ſpeaks of it as real) 
he was commiſſioned to provide the republic with that 
commodity; by which means all thoſe who were con- 
cerned in the naval, the commercial, and landed inte- 
reſt, either in Italy or the provinces, became his tribu- 
taries and dependents. By another law, Pompey was au- 

. thoriſed during the ſpace of five years to exerciſe pro- 
conſular power throughout all the Romandominions : and 
it is to theſe extravagant grants that Cicero ſeems to al. 
Jade. The former, indeed, of theſe two laws Cicero him. 
ſelf very zealouſly promoted, in return to the ſervices he 
had lately received from Pompey in the affair of his re- 
ſtoration. Andtho? the latter inveſted that aſpiring chief 
with a power much too exorbitant (as is intimated in 
a letter to Atticus) to be endured in a free ſtate ; yet Ci- 
cero ſuffered it to paſs without the leaſt oppoſition, We 
learn from his own confeſſion, the mean motive of this 
unworthy ſilence. As the Pontificalcollege, it ſeems, had 
not yet made their 1 concerning the validity of Clo- 
dius's conſecration of his area, (ſee remark 5. p. 32. of 
this vol.) he thought it unſafe to withſtand any of Pom- 

| pey's demands, leſt he might influence their decifion to 

1s Nl : 9s tacemus; et eo magis, quod de dime noſtra 
vihil adhuc Pontifices reſpomderunt. Lentulus, on the other 
hand, was ſuſpected of procuring theſe laws in view. of 
his own deſigns, and in order to divert Pompey from the 
thoughts of being employed in re-eſtabliſhing Ptolemy 
on his throne. Thus were the liberties of Rome ſacri- 
ficed to the private purpoſes of her pretended patriots! 
Plut, in vit. Pomp. Dis xxxix. Ad Att, iv. 1. | 
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applications likewiſe not altogether ſo effe&tual K. U. 69; 


as they might otherwiſe prove. It is thus I am 
labouring in this perplexed buſineſs; which the 
king himſelf, long before you left Rome, as 


well as the friends and dependants of Pompey, 


had artfully embarraſſed. To this I muſt add 


the avowed: oppoſition I meet with from the 


conſulars, who repreſent our aſſiſting Ptolemy 


with an army, as a meaſure that would highly 


refle& upon the dignity of the ſenate. Be aſ- 
ſured, however, I ſhall employ every means in 
my power of teſtifying both to the world in ge- 
neral, and to your friends in particular, the 


ſincerity of that affection I bear you. And 


were there any honour in thoſe who ought to 


have ſhewn themſelves influenced by its higheſt _ 


and moſt refined principles, I ſhould not have 
fo many difficulties to encounter. Farewel.. 


LETTER XII. 
To QuinTvs Val ERIVs Orca”. 


O remember, I doubt not, that when I 
attended you on your way towards your 


He had been prætor the year before: and very in- 
ſtrumental in procuring Cicero's recal from exile. At the 
expiration of his prætorſhip he obtained the government of 
Africa: and this letter ſeems to have been written to him 
ſoon after his arrival in that province. Pigb. annal. 11. 384. 


province, 


x * 
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A. U. 69). province, Itook occaſion, in the preſence of Pub- 
lius Cuſpius, to deſire you would conſider every 
friend of his whom I ſhould recommend to you, 
as in the number of my own : and that I after- 
wards repe ated this requeſt inthe ſtrongeſt man- 
ner. You then aſſured me, with great genero- 
ſity and politeneſs, and agreeably to that affec-- 
tionate regard with which you have ever diſtin- 
guiſhed me, that you would comply with my 
requeſt. I am to inform you, then, thatCuſpius 
having been twicein Africa during the time that 
he had the direction of the affairs of the com- 
pany which farms the revenues of that province, 
contracted ſome acquaintance in that part of the 
world whom he greatly loves: and as no man 1s 
more zealous to ſerve his friends, he very warm- 
ly eſpouſes their intereſt. I am always ready to 
aſſiſt him for that purpoſe to the utmoſt of my 
credit and influehce: which I mention as a rea- 
fon for my recommending his African friends 
in general to your protection. For the future, 

therefore, I ſhall only acquaint you that the per- 

ſon in whoſe behalf I may happen to write, is a 
friend of Cuſpius : and then add the diſtinguiſh- 
ing mark we agreed upon. But my preſent 


Tur LETTERS Book I. 


* 


> To diſtinguiſh thoſe recommendations which were 
written merely in compliance with ſolicitations he could 
not refuſe, from others that were the ſincere dictates of 
his heart. | 
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| recommendation is of the ſtrongeſt kind: as it A.U. 697. 


is in compliance with the moſt earneſt deſire of 
Cuſpius, that I entreat your good offices to 

Lucius Julius. If I were to requeſt them in 
the terms that are uſually employed in the ſin- 
cereſt ſolicitations of this nature, I ſhould ſcarce 
ſatisfy, I believe, the zeal of my friend. He 
requires ſomething more new and ſingular in the 
manner of my preſent addreſs: and imagines I 
am maſter of a certain art, that renders me ex- 
tremely well qualified for the taſk. I promiſed 
therefore to recommend his friends to you, by 
all the moſt ſkilful and inſinuating methods of 
perſuaſion. But as I find myſelf incapable of 


executing this promiſe ; I can only entreat you 


to give him reaſon to imagine, that there was 
ſomething wonderfully efficacious in this letter, 
Now this he will certainly ſuppoſe, if you exer- 


ciſe towards Julius every generous act that your 


politeneſs and your ſtation enable you to con- 
fer; not only by diſtant ſervices, but by your 
perſonal notice and diſtinction: for you cannot 
imagine, as you have not been long enough in 
your poſt to know it by your own obſervation, 
how great an advantage it is to a man to have 
the countenance of the governor of his province. 


I am perſuaded, that Julius well deſerves every 


mark of your friendſhip upon his own account; 
| ; ? not 


4 
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A. U. 697- not only becauſe Cuſpius has aſſured me that he 


ſufficient reaſon for my thinking ſo) but becauſe 


letter ſhall produce; and they will be ſuch, 1 


them. Farewel. ; 


letter, is one whom I likewiſe recommend to 


am bound, both by inclination and gratitude, to 
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does, (which of itſelf indeed would be a very 


I know the great judgment of the ner i in the 
choice of his friends. 
Time will ſoon diſcover the effects which this 


confidently truſt, as to demand my acknow- 
ledgments. In the mean while, you may de- 
pend upon my beſt ſervices here, in every in- 
ſtance wherein I ſhall imagine you would deſire 


P. S. Publius Cornelius, the bearer of this 
you at the requeſt of Cuſpius: and how much I 


do every thing for his ſake that is in my power, 
is a circumſtance of which I have already ſuffici- 
ently informed you. Let me entreat you, there- 
fore, that he may very ſoon and very frequently 
have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to thank me for this 
my recommendation of bis friend. F arewel, 
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To Postivs Lexroues, Proconfl. 


HE ſenate met on the I 3th: * Fang 
but came to no reſolution; the greateſt 
part of that day having been ſpent in ſome warm 
conteſts which aroſe between Marcellinus',” the ; 
conſul, and Caninius, one of the tribunes of the ol 
people. I had myſelf alſo a very conſiderable 
ſhare in the debates: and I repreſented the zeal 
you have always ſhewn towards the ſenate, in 
terms that influenced them, I- am perſuaded, 
much to your advantage. The next day there- 
fore, we thought it ſufficient briefly to deliver 
our opinions: as I perceived, not only by the 
favourable -manner in which I was heard the 
day before, but alſo by inquiring into the ſen- 
timents of each particular member, that the 
majority was clearly on our ſide. The buſineſs 
of the day opened with reporting to the. houſe 
the ſeveral opinions of Bibulus, Hortenſius, - * 
and Volcatius. The reſpective queſtions there- 
fore, were, in the firſt place, whether three 
commiſſioners ſhould be nominated for reſtor- 
ing the king, agreeably to the ſentiments of 


7 Cneius Lentulus Marcellinus, who was conſul chis 
year with L. Marcius Philippus. 
Bibulus ; ; 
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Bibulus; in the next, whether, according to thoſe 
of Hortenſtus, the office ſhould be conferred 
upon you, but without employing any forces ; 
or laſtly, whether, in conformity to the advice of 
Volcatius, this honour ſhould be aſſigned to 
Pompey. The point being thus ſtated, it was 
moved that the opinion of Bibulus might be re- 
ferred to the deliberation of the houſe in two 
ſeparate queſtions*. Accordingly, as it was 
now in vain to oppoſe his motion fo far as it re- 
lated to paying obedience to the declaration of 
the oracle, the ſenate in general came into his 


- ſentiments : but as to his propoſal of deputing 


three commiſſioners,” it was rejected by a very 
conſiderable majority. The opinion next in 
order was that of Hortenſius. But when we 
were going to divide upon it, Lupus, a tribune 
of the people, inſiſted that in virtue of his 
office he had the privilege of dividing the 
houſe, prior to the conſuls: and therefore de- 
manded that 'the voices ſhould be firſt taken 


8 «« When an opinion was propoſed to the ſenate which 
« was thought too general, and to include ſeveral diſtin 
articles, it was uſual to require that each part might be 
«« propounded and voted ſeparately. Thus Bibulus moved, 
* that they might ſubmit to the Sybilline oracle and 
« appoint three private ſenators to reſtore the king. But 
*« the houſe required that they might vote ſeparately 
d upon theſe two bene and the event was, they una- 
nimouſly agreed to the former, but rejected the latter.“ 
Ryſs rem, an Cic. fæmil. epiſt. vol. i. p. 348. | 
3 1 upon 

| ; 
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upon the motion he had made in favour of Pom- A. U. 697. 
pey. This claim was generally and ſtrongly 
oppoſed: as indeed it was both unprece- 
dented and unreaſonable. The conſuls them- 
ſelves however did not greatly conteſt that 
point: nor did they abſolutely give it up. 
Their view was to protract the debates: and 
they ſucceeded accordingly. They perceived in- 
deed, that notwithſtanding the majority affected 
to appear on the ſide of Volcatius; yet, upon 
a diviſion, they would certainly vote with Hor- 
tenſius. Nevertheleſs, ſeveral of the members | 
were called upon to deliver their opinions : tho? 
in truth much againſt the inclinations of the 
conſuls, who were deſirous that the ſentiments 
of Bibulus ſhould prevail. Theſe debates con- 8 
tinuing till night, the ſenate broke up without 
coming to any reſolution. I happened to paſs 
the ſame evening with Pompey ; and as I had 
that day ſupported your cauſe in the ſenate with 
more than ordinary ſucceſs, I thought it af- 
forded me the moſt favourable opportunity of 
ſpeaking to him in your behalf. And what 
I ſaid, ſeemed to make ſo ſtrong an impreſiion, 
that I am perſuaded I have brought him whol- 
ly over to your intereſt. To ſay the truth, 
whenever I hear him mention "this affair him- 
ſelf, I entirely acquit him of being ſecretly 
deſirous 
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A. U. 697. deſirous of this commiſſion. On the other 

— hand, when I obſerve the conduct of his friends 

of every rank, I am well convinced (and indeed 

it is now evident likewiſe to the whole world) 

4 that they have been gained by the corrupt mea- 

ſures which a certain party, with the conſent of 

/ Ptolemy and his adviſers, have employed. 

J write this before ſun- riſe on the 16th of Ja- 

nuary: and the ſenate is to meet again on this 

very day. I hope to preſerve my authority in 

that aſſembly; as far at leaſt as is poſſible amidſt 

ſuch general treachery and corruption which 

has diſcovered itſelf upon this occaſion. As to 

what concerns the bringing this matter before 

the people; I think we have taken ſuch precau- 

tions as will render it impraCticable, unleſs by 

actual violence, or in direct and open contempt 

both of our civil and religious inſtitutions. 

For this purpoſe a very ſevere order of the 

ſenate (which, I imagine, was immediately 

tranſmitted to you) was entered yeſterday in our 

journals, notwithſtanding the tribunes Cato and 
Caninius interpoſed their negatives. 
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9 When an act paſſed the ſenate in a full houſe, held ac. 
cording to the preſcribed forms, and without any oppoſi- 
tion from the tribunes, (who had the privilege of putting 
a negative upon all proceedings in the fenate) it was called 
a ſenatus conſultum, a decree of the ſenate. ' But if any of 
theſe eſſentials were wanting, or a tribune interpoſed, it 
was then only ſtyled a /erates audoritas, an order of the 
ſenate, and conſidered as of leſs authority. Manut. 

See remark 3. p. 52, of this vol. | : 

1 You 
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may ariſe in this affair : and be aſſured, I ſhall 

exert the utmoſt of my vigilance and my credit, 

to conduct it in the moſt advantageous man- 
ner for your intereſt, Fare wel. 


LETTER. XV. 
To the ſame. 


A ULUS Trebonius, who is an old and in- 
timate friend of mine, has ſome important 
affairs in your province, which require immediate 
diſpatch. His own illuſtrious character, together 
with the recommendations of myſelf and others, 
have, upon former occaſions of this kind, ob- 
tained for him the indulgence of your predeceſ- 
ſors. He is ſtrongly perſuaded, therefore, from 
that affection and thoſe mutual good offices 
vhich ſubſiſt between you and me, that this let- 
ter will not prove a leſs effectual ſolicitor in his 
behalf: and let me earneſtly entreat you not to 
diſappoint him in this his expectation. Accord- 
ingly I recommend his ſervants, his freed-men, 
his agents, and, in ſhort, his concerns of every 
kind to your patronage : but particularly I beg 
vou would confirm the decree which Titus Am- 

Vor. I. | F 5 / 7 pius 


' You may depend upon my ſending you a A. U. 697. 
faithful account of every other occurrence which 
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A. U. 697. pius * paſſed in his favour. In one word, I hope | 
you will take all opportunities of convincing 
him, that you do not conſider. this recommen- 
dation as a matter of common ne unmeaning 
_ F. arewel. 


LETTER XVI. 
0 | 7 41 
| =: | Io the Same. 


HEN the ſenate met on the 16th of 

| this month *, your affair ſtood in a 
very advantageous poſture, We had ſucceeded 
the day before againſt the motion of Bibulus for 
appointing three commiſſioners, and had now 
only to contend with Volcatius; when our ad- 
verſaries prevented the queſtion from being put, 
by artfully protracting t the debates. For they 
faw we had, in, a very "full houfe, and amidſt 
great contrariety of opinions, carried our point, 
to the conſiderable mortification of thoſe who 
were for taking the king's affairs out of your 
direction, and transferring them to another hand. 
Curio oppoſed us upon this occaſion with ex- 
treme warmth ; while Bibulus ſpoke with more 
temper, and indeed ſeemed almoſt inclined to 


* The predeceſſor of Lentulus in this government. 
Pigb. Ann. U. C. 696, 


January. W 
1 | 1 flavour 
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favour our cauſe. But Cann and Caninius pe A. U. 697. 


lutely refuſed to ſuffer any decree to paſs, till 
a general aſſembly of the People ſhould be 
convened. 
By the Pupian wk as you well know, A re 
cannot be another meeting of the ſenate till the 
firſt of February : nor indeed throughout that 
whole month, unleſs all the foreign ambaſſadors 
ſhould have received, or be refuſed, audience. 
In the mean while, a notion prevails among the 
people, that your adverſaries have inſiſted upon 
this pretended oracle, not ſo much with an intent 
of obſtructing your particular views, as in order 
to diſappoint the hopes of thoſe who may be de- 
ſirous of this expedition to Alexandria, merely 
from the ambition of commanding an army. 
The whole world is ſenſible, indeed, of the re- 
gard which the ſenate has ſhewn to your charac- 
ter: and it is notoriouſly owing to the artifices 
of your enemies, that the houſe did not divide 
upon the queſtion propoſed in your favour. But 
ſhould the ſame perſons under a pretended zeal 
for the public, (tho? in fact from the moſt infa- 
mous motives) attempt to bring this affair be- 
fore a general aſſembly of the people, we have 
concertedour meafures ſo well, that they cannot 
poſſibly effect their deſigns without having re- 
courle to violence; or at leaſt without ſetting the 
'F * ordinances 


68 


A. U. 697. | 


_ unworthy treatment you have received from 


avails it to diſquiet my mind with complaining 


ry 


; 
" Tus LETTERS Dos I. 


ordinances of our country, both civil and religi- 
ous, at avowed defiance *.---But I will neither 
oftentatiouſly diſplay my own endeavours to af- 
fiſt you in this conjuncture, nor dwell upon the 


others. What merit, indeed, can thence claim 
to myſelf, who could not acquit half the obliga- 
tions I owe you, were I even to ſacrifice my 
life to your ſervice ? On the other hand, what 


of thoſe injuries, which I cannot reflect upon 
without the deepeſt concern? I will therefore 
only add, if methods of violence ſhould be em- 
ployed, I cannot pretend, in this general con- 
tempt of all legal authority, to anſwer for the 
event. In every other reſpect I will venture to 
aſſure you, that both the ſenate and the people 


It was no very difficult matter for the contending par- 
ties in the republic, when they were diſpoſed to obſtruct 
the deſigns of an oppoſite faction, to find an expedient for 
that purpoſe. One cannot but wonder indeed that any 
public buſineſs could be carried on, when nothing more, 

© wasneceſſary toembarraſs the proceedings, than to procure 
ſome tribune to interpoſe his negative, or any magiſtrate to 
obe rwe the beawens. This latter was a ſpecies of divination 
practiſed among the Romans, in order to determine whe- 
ther any ſcheme under deliberation would be prejudicial 
or advantageous to the ſtate, It conſiſted in remarking 
. certain appearances in the heavens, or particular modes 
1n the voice or flight of birds, which were ſuppoſed inti- 
mations of good or ill ſucceſs, While this ceremony 
was performing, no aſſembly of the people could be le- 
- gally held, nor wa act paſs into a law. To both theſe 
methods, it is probable, Cicero here alludes. ” 
wi 
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will pay the higheſt attention to your dignity A. U. 697. 
— 


and character. F e 


LETTER XVII. 
To the Same. 


"HERE is nothing I more ardeinty wiſh, 
than to convince both yourſelf, and the 


world, with how much gratitude I retain the re- 


membrance of your ſervices. I cannot however 


but extremely regret, that your affairs ſhould 
have taken ſuch a turn ſince your abſence, as to 


give you occaſion of trying the affection and 
fidelity of your friends. You are ſenſible, as 
I perceive by your laſt letter, that you have 
been treated with the ſame inſincerity by thoſe 
who ought to have concurred in ſupporting 
your dignities, as I formerly experienced from 


ſome of my pretended friends, in the affair of 


my baniſhment. Thus, whilſt I was exerting 
the utmoſt efforts of my vigilance, my policy, 
and my intereſt, in order to ſerve you in the 
article relating to Ptolemy ; I was unexpectedly 
alarmed in a point of much more important 
concern, by the infamous law which Cato has 
lately propoſed to your prejudice*. Where af- 


4 Caius Cato, in order to cut off all hopes at once from 
Léentulus of being employed in this conteſted commiſſion, 


F 3 fairs 


hs 


— — 
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A. U. 697. fairs are thus embroiled, every thing i is, un- 
doubtedly, to be feared: yet my principal ap- 
prehenſion, I confeſs, ariſes from the treachery 
of your falſe friends. But however that may 
be, I am earneſtly endeavouring to counter-a&t 
the malevolent deſigns of Cato. 

As to the Alexandrian commiſſion, both your- 
ſelf and your friends will, I truſt, have abun- 
dant reaſon to be ſatisfied with my conduct. 
But at the ſame time I muſt ſay, I greatly fear 

it will either be taken out of your hands, or 
entirely dropped: and I know not which of theſe 
alternatives I ſhould leaſt chooſe. However we 
have another expedientin reſerve, which (ſhould. 

i we be driven to it) neither Selicius nor my- 
ſelf diſapprove. By this ſcheme we ſhall, on 
the one hand, prevent the ſenate from refuſing 
to aſſiſt Ptolemy, and, on the other, remove all 
appearance of our being diſappointed, if that 
perſon ſhould be employed, who it is more 

than probable will now obtain this commiſſion. 
To. be ſhort, I ſhall take ſuch precautions, that 
ſhould our deſigns fail, you may not ſeem to | 
have ſuffered the diſgrace of a repulſe: yet at 
the ſame time I ſhall remit nothing of my beſt 
efforts to ſupport your claim, ſo long as there 
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propoſed a law to the people for 8 him from his 
government. Ad . Ei. y 3. | 8 
ſhall 
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ſhall be the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs. But which A- U. 697. 


ever way this point may finally be determined, 
it will be agreeable to thoſe wiſe and elevated 
ſentiments you poſſeſs, to conſider the true glory 
of your character, as reſulting entirely from the 


7k 


dignity of your actions and the virtues of your a Ny 


heart. And ſhould the perfidiouſneſs of a certain 
party deprive you of ſome of thoſe honours, 
which fortune has conferred upon you ; be 
aſſured, it will caſt a much darker ſhade on 
their characters than on yours. In the mean 
while, your affairs are the conſtant ſubje& of 
my thoughts: and I negle& no opportunity of 
acting in them for your beſt advantage. I 
concert all my meaſyres for this p&poſe with 
Selicius: as indeed, I know not any one of 
your friends who has a greater ſhare of good 
ſenſe, or a more affectionate zeal for uw ſer . 
vice. F arewel. 


8 . : 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To the Same. 


A. U. 697. 1 o 150 n 1 imagine, by many 


1 hands, of what paſſes here. I will leave 
it therefore to your other friends to ſupply you 


with an account of our tranſactions, and con- 


tent myſelf wich only ſending you my conjec- 
tures. To this end I muſt previouſly acquaint 
you, that on the 6th of February, Pompey made 
a ſpeech in a general aſſembly of the people in 
favour of Miloꝶ during which he was inſulted 
with much clamour and abuſe. Cato afterwards 
inveighed in the ſenate againſt Pompey with 
great acrimony, and was heard with the moſt 
profound ſilence and attention: both which 
circumſtances ſeem to have affected him very 
ſenſibly. Now from hence I ſurmiſe, that he 
has entirely laid aſide all thoughts of being em- 
ployed in the Alexandrine expedition. That 
affair remains as yet entirely open to us: for. the 
ſenate has hitherto determined nothing to your 
prejudice, but what they are obliged, in defe- 
rence to the oracle, to refuſe to every other can- 

This and the foregoing letter are blended together in 


the common editions, but they are here ſeparated upon 
the authority of Manutius and Gronovius. 
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didate for this office. It is my preſent hope, A. U. 697. 
therefore, as well as endeavour, that the king 
; may throw himſelf into your hands, when he 
| fhall find that he cannot, as he expected, be re- 
ſtored by Pompey; and that unleſs he is replaced 
upon his throne by your aſſiſtance, his affair will 
be entirely dropped. And this ſtep he will un- 
doubtedly take, if Pompey ſNould give the leaſt 
intimation of its being agreeable. to him. But 
I need not tell you the difficulty of diſcovering ' 
the ſentiments of a man of his reſerve. How- 
ever I ſhall omit no method in my power to ef- 
fect this ſcheme; as I mall eaſily, I truſt, be able 
to prevent the injurious deſigns of Cato. 
| l do not find that any of the conſulars are in 
= your intereſt, except Hortenſius and Lucullus: 
| all the reſt of that rank either openly, or in a 
more concealed manner, oppoſe your views. 
Nevertheleſs, my friend, be not diſcouraged: 
on the contrary, let it be ſtill your hope, not- 
| withſtanding the attempts of the worthleſs Cato, 
| that you will again ſhine out in all your former 
luſtre”, Farewel. 


* See remark. 4. p. 69. 
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To the Same. 


OL will receive a full account from Pollio 
of all that has been tranſacted in your af- 
Gir: as he was not only preſent, but a principal 
manager. Believe me, I am much concerned at 
the unfavourable aſpect of this buſineſs. How- 
ever it affords me a very ſenſible conſolation, 
that there is ſtrong reaſon to hope the prudence 


of your friends will be able to elude the force 


of thoſe 1 iniquitous ſchemes, which have been 
projected to your prejudice. Even time itſelf 
will probably contribute to this end : - as it often 
wears out the malevolence of thoſe who either 
profeſſedly, or in a diſguiſed manner, mean one 
ill. I am yet farther confirmed in theſe pleaſing 
hopes, whenever I reflect upon the faction 
that was formerly raiſed againſt myſelf: of 
which I ſee a very lively image in the preſent 
oppoſition to you. In the latter inſtance indeed 
the attack is by no means ſo extenſive or ſo 
dangerous as that which was made upon me; 
nevertheleſs, there is in general a ſtrong ſimili- 
tude between the two caſes: and you muſt par- 
don me, if I cannot fear upon your account 
what 
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what you neyer thought reaſonable to be ap- A. U. 697- 


prehenſive of on mine. But whatever may be 
the event, convince the world that you are in- 
fluenced by thoſe principles for which I have 
admired you from your earlieſt youth : and be- 
lieve me, my friend, the malice of your enemies 
will only ſerve to render your character ſo much 
the more illuſtrious. In the mean time, do me 
the juſtice to hope from my affection whatever 
the warmeſt friendſhip can effect: and be aſſur- 
ed, I ſhall not diſappoint your expectations. 
Farewel. | F | 

+ 


LETTER XK. +” 


To Lvcivs Lvcceivs:.. 


Have frequently had it in my intentions 
1 to talk with you upon the ſubject of this 
letter; but a certain awkward modeſty has 


It is very little that is known of Lucceius, more than 
what the following letter informs us. Cicero in one of his 
orations ſpeaks of his moral character with the higheſt 
applauſe, repreſenting him as a man of the greateſt huma- 
nity and of the moſt unblemiſhed honour. All that has 
been tranſmitted down to us of his public tranſactions is, 
that he was joint candidate with Cæſar in ſoliciting the 
conſulſhip in oppoſition 'to'Bibulus : in which however he 
did not pate In the civil war which afterwards broke 
out, he took part with Pompey ; if not actively, at leaſt by 
his good wiſhes and advice: for it appears, by a paſſa 
in Cæſar's commentaries, that the former was wholl —5 
cd by his counſels, It is unneceſſary to mention the high 
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&-V. 6e always reſtrained me from propoſing in perſon, 
what I can with leſs ſcruple requeſt at this diſ- 

| tance: for a letter, you know, ſpares the con- 

fuſion of a bluſh. I will own then, that I have 

a very ſtrong, and, I truſt, a very pardonable 

paſſion of being celebrated in your writings : 

and though you have more than once given 

me aſſurance of your intending me that honour, 

yet I hope you will excuſe my impatience 

1 of ſeeing your deſign executed. I had always, 
indeed, conceived an high expectation of your 
N performances in this kind: but the ſpecimen 
I have lately ſeen of them is ſo far ſuperior to 

all I had figured in my imagination, that 

it has fired me with the moſt ardent deſire of 

being immediately diſtinguiſhed in your glorious 

annals. It.is my ambition, I-confeſs, not only 

to live for ever in the praiſes of future ages, but 

to have the preſent ſatisfaction, likewiſe, of ſee- 

ing myſelf ſtand approved in the authoritative 
records of my ingenious friend. I am ſenſible, 
at the fame time, that your thoughts are already 
deeply engaged in the proſecution of your ori- 
ginal deſign. But as I perceive you have almoſt 
completed your account of the Italic and Ma- 


reputation he had gained by, his literary abilities, as this 

part of his character will be ſufficiently laid open to the 
reader in the preſent letter. Orat. pro Calio. Suet. in Ca/- 

19. Cæſ. de bell. civ. iii. | | EE 
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rian civil wars?, and remember you propoſed A. U. 697. 


to carry on the remainder of our hiſtory in a 
regular ſeries; I cannot forbear recommending 
it to your conſideration, whether it would be 
beſt to weave the relation, of Caraline's conſpi- 
racy into the general texture of your perform- 
ance, or caſt it into a diſtinẽt work. It is 
certain, ſeveral of the Greek hiſtorians will 
juſtify you in this latter method. Thus Calliſt- 


henes wrote a narrative of the ſiege of Troy, 
as both Timæus and Polybius did of the 


Pyrrhic and Numantine wars, in ſo many de- 
tached pieces from their larger hiſtories. As 
to the honour that will ariſe to me, it will be 


2 The Italic war which broke out an. Urb. 663, owed 


its riſe to a rejected claim of the Italian provinces to be 
admitted into the freedom of the city. It employed the 
arms of the republic for more than two years, and occa- 
fioned greater bloodſhed and devaſtation than thoſe. wars 
in which ſhe had been engaged with Hannibal and Pyrr- 
bus. Towards the cloſe of it, Cicero, who was at that 
time about 18 years of age, ſerved as a volunteer under 


the father of Pompey the great. Flor. iii. 18. Philip. xii. 


The Marian civil war immediately ſucceeded the Italic, 
and was occaſioned by the inſatiable ambition of Marius. 
This haughty Roman envying Sylla the honour of leading 
the army of the republic againſt Mithridates, to which he 
had been appointed by the ſenate, procured a law for di- 
veſting him of that command, and transferring it into his 
own hands. This war was carried on between the two 
contending chiefs and their adherents, with various ſuc- 
ceſs and the moſt unparalleled cruelty on both ſides, till 
it terminated in the perpetual dictatorſhip of Sylla. Flor. 
Hi. 21. Plut. in vit. Mar. & Syll. | 

3 Caliſthenes lived in the times of Alexander the great, 
and attended that illuftrious commander in his expedicivn 
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A. U. 697. much the ſame, I muſt own, upon which ever 

ſcheme you may determine to proceed : but I 

| ſhall receive fo much the earlier gratification of 

my wiſhes, if inſtead of waiting till you regu- 

larly advance to that period of our annals, you 

ſhould enter upon it by this method of antici- 

pation. Beſides, by keeping your mind attentive 

"6 | to one principal ſcene and character, you will 
i | treat your ſubject, I am perſuaded, ſo much the 
more in detail, as well asembelliſh it with higher 
graces. I muſt acknowledge it is not extremely 
modeſt, thus to impoſe a taſk upon you which 
your occupations may well juſtify you in refu- 
ſing ; and then to add a farther requeſt, that you 
would honour my actions with your applauſe : 
an honour, after all, which you may not think, 
perhaps, they greatly deſerve. However, when 


into Perſia. Timæus was by birth a Sicilian, and flouriſhed 

about the year of Rome 471 : he appears, by the character 

_ which Cicero gives of him in another part of his writings, 

to have been a very_learned and elegant hiſtorian ; and 

he was an author in t eſteem with Atticus. Plutarch 

however ſpeaks of him with much contempt, for having 

affected to rival Thucydides : and he is noted by Longinus 

as a writer that abounded with cold and puerile conceits. 

He acknowledges, nevertheleſs, that Timæus had a flowing 

imagination, and upon ſome occaſions roſe up to the true 

ſublime. Polybius, who died about 17 years before Cicero 

came into the world, wrote a general hiſtory in forty 

books : only five of which have reached. theſe times. But 

he is not more diſtinguiſhed by his compoſitions, than by 

the friendſhip he enjoyed with Scipio and Lzlius. De 

Orat. ii. 5. 8. Ad Att. vi. 1. Plut. in vit. Nicie, Longin 
| See. 4+. Vo. de Hiſt. Grace . 9. 12. 19. ; 

| BE a man 


Bor I. or CICERO. 


a man has once tranſgreſſed the bounds of de- 
cency, it is in vain to recede; and his wiſeſt 
way is to puſh on boldly in the ſame confident 
courſe, to the end of his purpoſe. I will venture 
then, earneſtly to entreat you, not to confine 
yourſelf to the ſtrict laws of hiſtory, but to give 
a greater latitude to your encomiums, than, 
_ poſſibly, you may think my actions can claim. 
I remember, indeed, you declare in one of your 
very elegant prefaces, that you are as inflexible 
to all the pleas of affection, as Xenophon repre- 
ſents Hercules to have been to thoſe of plea- 
ſure*, Let me hope, nevertheleſs, if friend- 
ſhip ſhould too ſtrongly recommend my actions 
to your approbation, you will not reject her 


A. U. 697. 


generous partiality ; but give ſomewhat more to 


affection, than rigorous truth, perhaps, can juſtly 
demand. E 


4 The ſtory to which Cicero here alludes, is this: Her. 
cules, when he was yet a youth, as Prodicus relates the 
fable, retired into a place of undiſturbed ſolitude in order 
to determine with himſelf what courſe of life he ſhould 

urſue. Whilſt he was in the midſt of his contemplations, 

leaſure and Virtue appeared to him under the — of 
two beautiful women, and each accoſted him in her turn. 
He heard their reſpective pleas with great attention: but 
Virtue gained her cauſe, and entirely won the heart of the 
future hero. If the Engliſh reader is diſpoſed to know 
this ſtory in all its circumſtances, he will find it wrought 
up into a very beautiful poem by the Rev. Mr. Lowth, 


and inſerted in Polymetis, p. 135. 
| If 
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If T ſhould prevail upon you to fall in with 


my propoſal; you will find the ſubje&, I per- 
_ fuade myſelf, not unworthy of your genius and 


your eloquence. The entire period from the 
riſe of Cataline's conſpiracy to my return from 
baniſhment, will furniſh, I ſhould imagine, a 
moderate volume. It will ſupply you likewiſe 
with a noble occaſion of diſplaying your judg- 


ment in politics, by laying open the ſource of 


thoſe civil diſorders, and pointing out their pro- 
per remedies, as well as by giving your reaſons 
for approving or condemning the ſeveral tranſ- 
actions which you relate. And ſhould you be 


diſpoſed to indulge your uſual ſpirit of freedom, 
you will have an opportunity of pointing out at 


the fame time, with all the ſeverity of your in- 
dignation, the treachery and perfidiouſneſs of 
thoſe who laid their ungenerous ſnares for my 
deſtruction. I will add too, that this period of 
my life will furniſh you with numberleſs inci- 


| dents, which cannot but draw the reader's at- 


tention in a very agreeable manner: as nothing 


is more amuſing to the mind than to contem- 
plate the various viciſſitudes of fortune. And 
though they were far, tis true, from being AC- 
ceptable | in experience, they cannot fail of giv- 
ing me much entertainment in deſcription : : as 
there is an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 1 in re fle&t- 
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ſuffered. There is ſomething likewiſe in that 
compaſſion which ariſes from reading an ac- 


of the laſt moments of Epaminondas at 'the 
battle of Mantinea, without finding himſelf 
touched with a pleaſing commiſeration? That 


ſuffer the dart to be drawn out of his ſide, till 


the hands of his enemies: and all his concern 
amidſt the anguiſh of his wound was, to die 
with glory. What can be more intereſting 
alſo than the account of the flight and death of 
Themiſtocles*l The truth of it is, a mere nar- 


: 8 

5 Epaminondas headed the forces of the Thebans in a 

battle which they fought with the Lacedemonians at Man. 

tinea, a town in Arcadia. The Thebans gained the vic- 

| tory, but loſt their invaluable commander: whoſe death 
was attended with the circumſtances which Cicero here 

mentions. Juſtin. vi. 7, 8 . NE: 


6 Themiftocles after having diſtinguiſhed himſelf among 


8 in the wars in which they were engaged with 
erxes, had rendered himſelf ſo popular, that it was 
thought neceſſary to remove him: and accordingly he 
was obliged to withdraw from Athens. As the . 
mention nothing of his return, Manutius propoſes an 
emendation ſuggeſted to him by one of his Cher, who 
imagined that inftead of reditz it ſhould be read interitu. 


Sth 8 rative 


count of the misfortunes which have attended : 
others, that caſts a moſt agreeable melancholy 
upon the mind. Who can peruſe the relation 


glorious chief, you may remember, would not 


he was informed that his ſhield was ſafe from 


his countrymen, the Athenians, by his military virtues, | 


* 
ing at one's eaſe, on diſtreſſes we have formerly A. U. 67% 
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A. U. 69, rative of general facts, affords little more en- 

tertainment to the reader, than he might find in 
peruſing one of our public regiſters, Whereas 
in the hiſtory of any extraordinary perſon, 
our fear and hope, our joy and ſorrow, our 
aſtoniſhment arid expectation, are each of them 
engaged by turns. And if the final reſult of 
all ſhould be concluded with ſome remarkable 
cataſtrophy, the mind 'of the reader is filled 
with the higheſt poſſible gratificaton. For 
theſe reaſons I am the more deſirous of per- 
ſuading you to ſeparate my ſtory from the ge- 
neral thread of your narration, and work it up 
into a detached performance : as indeed it will 
exhibit a great variety of the moſt intereſting 

and affecting ſcenes. 
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'This would agree very well with the account which is 
ven of his death: for having been received in his exile 
bo Artaxerxes, he was appointed to command a body of 
forces in an expedition which that prince was preparing 
againſt the Grecians. But Themiſtocles rather than turn 
his arms againſt his country, choſe to put an end to his 
life by a draught of poiſon. Plut. in wita T hemiſt, 

* Theſe originally were books preſerved in the pontifical 
college, wherein the derer lage of the Roman year 
were marked out as they were regulated by Numa, and 
the particular feſtivals noted upon which it was unlaw ful 
to tranſact any public affairs. Theſe regiſters in the later 
ages of the republic were much enlarged, and contained 
a ſort of journal of the moſt memorable events, both civil 
and religious, that happened in every year. Liv. i. 19, 
20. Differt. fur les faſtes par Conlure dans les Mem. de lit. de 
I" Academ. de bel. let. I. 67. | | 


When 
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henſive you will ſuſpe& me of flattery. The 
conſciouſneſs of your merit muſt always incline 
you to believe, it is envy alone that can be ſilent 
in your praiſe : as on the other ſide you cannot 
imagine me ſo weak as to deſire to be tranſmit- 
ted to poſterity by any hand, which could not ſe- 


Apelles', and his ſtatue formed by Lyſippus*, 
it was not in order to ingratiate himſelf 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed artiſts: it was from a firm 
perſuaſion that the works of theſe admired 
geniuſes would do equal credit both to his re- 
putation and their own. The utmoſt, however, 
that their art could perform, was to perpetuate 
the perſons only of their celebrated contempo- 


exhibitions to immortalize its fame. Accord- 
| ingly the Spartan Ageſilaus, who would never 
ſuffer any picture or ſtatue of him to be taken?. 


7 See an account of this celebrated Grecian painter, in 
remark 29. p. 180, of this vol. 


Quintilian, remarks, that he was more celebrated for 
taking a ſtrong than an agreeable likeneſs. Quint. Inft. 
Orat. X11, 10. , 

9. Ageſilaus, king of Sparta, was one of the moſt conſi- 
derable perſons of his age, both for civil and military vir. 


tues; inſomuch that he juſtly-acquized the appellation of 
; Re . 


cure to itſelf the ſame glory it beſtowed, When 
Alexander choſe to have his picture my by 


ith. 


raries : but merit needs not any ſuch viſible = 


3 A famous ſtatuary, of whom Demetrius, as cived by 


83 


When I tell you it ĩs my ambition to be cele- A. U. 697. 
brated by your pen, I am by no means appre- 
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A.U. 697. is not leſs univerſally known, than thoſe who 
Y have been moſt fond of having their perſons co- 
pied out for poſterity. The ſingle treatiſe which 
Xenophon has written in praiſe of that renowned 
general, is more to his glory, than all the 
pictures and ſtatues of all the artiſts in the uni- 

verſe. It would be a much higher ſatisfaction 

to me, therefore, as it would be a far greater 
honour, to be recorded by your hand than that 

of any other; not only becauſe your genius 
would raiſe and adorn my actions with the ſame 
advantage as Timæus' has diſplayed thoſe of 
Timoleon*, or Herodotus* thoſe of Themiſ- 


Ageſilaus the great. But tho” nature had been uncommon. 

ly liberal to him in the nobler endowments of the mind, 
ſhe had treated him very unfavourable in thoſe of the body. 
He was remarkably low of ſtature, had one leg ſhorter 
than the other; and ſo very deſpicable a countenance, 
that he never failed of raiſing contempt in thoſe who were 

unacquainted with his — pi. intellectual excellencies. 
It is no wonder, therefore, that he was unwilling to be 
delivered down to poſterity, under the diſadvantages of 
ſo unpromiſing a figure, Plut. in vit. Agel. Corn. Nep. 
invite Ageſil, 8s. | | 555 

7 The works of Timæus are loſt. 

Timoleon is one of the nobleſt characters in all anti. 
us and diſtinguiſhed not only by his private virtues, 
but by approving himſelf upon every occaſion the great 

aſſertor of public libexty. He was employed by the Co- 
rinthians as general of thoſe forces which they ſent to the 
relief of the Syracuſans, againſt the execrable tyranny of 
Dionyſius. He executed this commiſſion with great honour 
and ſucceſs; for having driven Dionyſius out of Sicily, and 
reſtored the inhabitants to their rights and privileges, he 
reſigned the ſupreme command. He continued however 
to live among the Syracuſans' as a private man, enjoying, 
” WIT tocles; 
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tocles *; but becauſe of the additional credit I A. U. 6979 
ſhall receive from the applauſe of fo illuftrious, 
ſo experienced, and ſo approved a patriot. By 

this means I ſhall enjoy, not only the ſame glo- 

rious privilege which, as Alexander obſerved 

when he was at Sigeum, Achilles received 

from Homer * ; but what is ſtill more impor- 

tant, the powerful teſtimony of a man, who is 
himſelf diſtinguiſhed by the nobleſt and moſt 
uncommon virtues. Accordingly, I have been 

always wonderfully pleaſed with the ſentiment 

which Nævius puts into the mouth of Hector, 


as Plutarch obſerves, the glorious ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
ſo many eities owe their elle and happineſs to his gene- 
rous and heroic labours. Plaut. in vit. T mal. 

3 Herodotus flouriſhed about 440 years before the 
birth of Chriſt, under the reigns of Xerxes and Artaxer- 
xes, kings of Perſia, - | 

4 See above, remark 6. p. 81. 1 | 

Alexander being elected commander in chief of the |, 
confederate troops which the Grecians ſent againſt Xer.- f 
xes, eroſſed the Helleſpont with his army and landed at 
Sigeum, a promontory near Troy, where he viſited the 
tomb of Achilles. 1 this occaſion he is ſaid to have 
broken out into the following exclamation : © O happy 
«« youth ! in having found an Homer to celebrate thy 
te virtues.”* Plut. in vit. Alex. Cic. pro Arch. poet. 

A dramatic poet who died at Rome an. Urb. 550, 
about 203 years before the chriſtian zra : ſome fragments 
of his works till remain. The ſentiment here quoted from 
him, is truly noble; as there is not, perhaps, a more 
— 1 "ap of a low and max _ i _ tohs _ 
vated by undiſtinguiſning applauſe, or depre y. vulgar 
cenſure, Tronkies: of — . or b of 8 
are not the works of every hand. Some men are incapa- 
ble of blaſting a reputation, but by approving it: and 
are never ſatyriſts, but when they mean to be panegyriſts. 

E 3 1 where 
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A. U. 697. where that hero, ſpeaking of the approbation he 
| had received from his illuſtrious facher, adds, 
that it gave him ſo much the more ſatisfaction, 
as coming from one who was himſelf the great 

object of univerſal applauſe. But ſhould want 
of leiſure, (for it would be an injuſtice to our 
friendſhip to ſuppoſe it can be want of inclina- 
tion, ) ſhould your occupations then prevent 
your compliance with this my requeſt ; I may 
perhaps be obliged to take a method, which, 
tho' often condemned, is ſupported neverthe- 
leſs, by ſeveral conſiderable examples : I mean, 
to be the hiſtoman of my own tranſactions. 
But you are ſenſible, there are two inconveni- 
ences which attend this ſcheme : for a man muſt 
neceſſarily be more reſerved in ſetting forth thoſe 
parts of his conduct which merit approbation ; 
as he will be inclined entirely to paſs over others 
which may deſerve reproach. I muſt add like- 
wiſe, that what a writer ſays to his own advan- 
tage, always carries with it a leſs degree of force 
and authority, than when it comes from any 
other pen. Ina word, the world in general is 
little diſpoſed to approve any attempt of this 
kind. On the contrary, one often hears the more 
modeſt method of the poets at the Olympic 
games, recommended upon ſuch occaſions, who, 
after they have crowned the ſeveral victors, and 
5 5 publicly 
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publicly called over their names, always employ A.U. 697. 


ſome other perſon to perform the ſame'pffice to 
themſelves, that they may not be the heralds of 
their own applauſe. * This imputation therefore 
I would willingly avoid: as I certainly ſhall, if 
you ſhould comply with my requeſt, and take 
this employment out of 'my hands. 33 
You will be ſurpriſed, perhaps, that I ſpend 
ſo much time and pains in ſoliciting. you for 
this purpoſe, after having ſo often heard you 
declare your intentions of giving the world a 
very accurate hiſtory of my adminiſtration. 
But you muſt remember the natural warmth 
of my temper, and that J am fired, as I told 
you in the beginning of my letter, with'an im- 
patient deſire of ſeeing this your deſign carried 
into execution. To own the whole truth, I am 
ambitious of being known to the preſent gene- 
ration by your writings, and to enjoy in. my 
life-time a fore-taſte of that little ſhare of glory 
which I may expect from future ages. If it be 
not too much trouble, therefore, I ſhould be 
glad you would immediately let me know your 
reſolution. And ſhould it prove agreeable to 
my requeſt, I will draw up ſome general me- 
moirs of my tranſactions for your uſe : if other- 
wiſe, I will take an opportunity of diſcourſing 
further with you upon this affair in perſon. In 
| G 4 _ ne 


— 
— 
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A. U. 697. the mean time, continue to poliſh the work 
— you have begun, and to love me as uſual”, 
| Farewel. | 


| | | \ 

* Pliny has made a requeſt to Tacitus, of the ſame na- 
ture with that which is the ſubject of the letter before 
vs; and though it is by no means enlivened with ſo 
much ſpirit, it is dictated, however, by a far leſs extra. 
vagant paſſion. He. confeſſes himſelf fond indeed of be- 
ing tranſmitted to poſterity, by the pencil of that cele. 
brated hiſtorian ; but adds, at the ſame time, that he is 

far from defiring him to paint his actions in colours more 
ſtrong than fact will juſtify. See Plin. let. vol. ii. 5p. 432. 
rem. c. This expreſs reſt riction ſeems to glance at that 
moſt extraordinary paſſage in the_preſent epiſtle, where 
Cicero entreats his friend <* not to confine himſelf to the 
ſtrict laws of hiſtory, but to give a greater latitude to 
his encomiums than Lucceius might poſſibly think his 
actions could claim.” And never did vanity, it muſt 
be acknowledged, utter or conceive a more ridiculous 
and contemptible wiſh | The voice of praiſe can alone 
be juſtly pleafing, when it harmonizes with conſcious 
merit : and the applauſe that does not accord with truth, 
muſt, of all diffonancies, ſurely, prove the moſt offenſive 
to a well-formed ear. But it is extremely obſervable 
how much Cicero's judgment was at variance with his 
practice: for he has himſelf ſhewn in very ſtrong terms 
the abſurdity of claiming more reputation than a man 
has merit to ſupport. It is ſolid worth alone, he juſtly 
remarks, that can ſecure a laſting fame : for nothing can 
be durable that is fictitious. The former, ſays he, 
ſtrikes its root deep, and ſpreads far: while the latter. 
ſoon withers and dies away like the beauties of a tran- 
ſient flower. Vera gloria radices agit, et propagatur : ficta 
emma celeriter, tanguam floſculi, decedant ; nec ſimulntum po- 
teſt eſe quidguam diuturnum. De offic. ii. 12. 


— 
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LETTER XA. 


Quixrus METELLus Nxpos', to CicERo. 


virulent, ſurely, of the human race? 
is perpetually loading me in his - public ha- 
rangues, are well compenſated by the ſatis- 
faction I receive. from your obliging offices. 
When I conſider indeed the worthleſs hand 
from whence theſe arrows take their flight, I 
look upon them with the contempt they deſerve; 
| and am very willing he ſhould ceaſe to act as 


was written, as it carries no internal marks ſufficient to 
point out its date with preciſion. Ragazonius, who has 
taken the pains to ſettle the order of theſe epiſtles, places 


it under the We year, and ſuppoſes it to have been 
written by 


which province he went as proconſul after the expiration 
of his conſulſhip. | 

9 The commentators ſuppoſe that the perſon here alluded 
do is Clodins, who was now Adile, and employing the 
= power which that office gave him, to the ſame factious 


conjecture appears altogether groundleſs. For Cicero tak- 
ing notice to Atticus of the death of Metellus, which ſeems 
to have happened ſoon after this letter was written, telts 
him it was probable that he had appointed Clodius his 
heir: a circumſtance utterly inconſiſtent with the ſuppo. 
ſition above mentioned. The ſameletter may be produced 
as an evidence likewiſe, that whatever were the | 
_ which Metellus here acknowledges, they did not 
proceed from the ſuggeſtions of Cicero's heart ; for he 
ſpeaks of him to Atticus as of one whoſe character and 
conduct he greatly diſapproved. 4d Att. iv. 7. 


a rela- 


8 ]t is impoſſible to determine exactly when this letter 


etellus, when he was governor in Spain: to 


purpoſes as he had exerciſed his late tribuneſhip. But this _ 


Hos E calumnies with which the moſt A. U. 697. 
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A. U. 697. a relation, fince I have the pleaſure to ſee you 
aſſume that character in his ſtead. To fay the 
truth, notwithſtanding I had formerly ſo much 
regard for him, as to have twice preſerved him 
ee even in ſpite of himſelf, I ſhould now be glad 
do forget there is ſuch a perſon in the world. 
| That I might not trouble you too frequently 
with my letters, I have written to Lollius con- 
cerning my affairs : who will let you know what 
meaſures I am deſirous may be taken in regard 
to the accounts of this province*. If it be 
poſſible, let me ſtill enjoy a 4585 in your affec- 

tion. Farewel. 


8 Spain, 


LET- 
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'LETTERS 
MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 
"To 
SEVERAL OF * FRIENDS. 
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LETTER I. 
To QuinTvs Ancrarrius*, Proconſul. | 


I RECOMMEND the two ſons of my very H. U. 698. 
excellent friend Aurelius, as well deſerving 
your eſteem. They are adorned, indeed, with 
every polite and valuable qualification: as 
4 Quintus Ancharius was tribune An. Urb. 2 wh 
he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his reſolute pots to the 


factious meaſures of his colleague Vatinius. In the year 
697 he was choſen prztor; and at the expiration of that 


they 


/ 
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A. U. 698. they are in the number likewiſe of thoſe with 
| whom I moſt intimately converſe. Ifever then 
my recommendation had any weight with you, 
(and much, I'am fenfible, it ever had) let it 
prevail, I conjure you, in the preſent inſtance. 
And be aſſured, the honours with which you 
ſhall diſtinguiſh theſe my friends, will not only 
indiſſolubly unite to you two excellent and 
grateful young men, but at the ſame time 
confer a very ſingular obligation upon myſelf. 
| Farewel, 3 ne” 


LET T-BR © 
To PusLivs LENTULus, Proconſul. | 


T HAVE received your letter, wherein you aſ- 

1 ſure me, that the frequent accounts I ſendyou 
of your affairs, together with the convincing 
proofs I have given you of my friendſhip, are 
circumſtances extremely agreeable to you. [ 
ſhouldHll deſerve, indeed, thoſe fingular favours 
you have conferred upon me, if I were capable 
of refuſing you my beſt ſervices : and nothing 

is more pleaſing to me, in this long and very 
diſtant ſeparation, than thus to converſe with 

i | office, he ſucceeded Piſo in the government of Macedonia; 


in which province this letter is addreſſed to him. Ort. 
Pro Sext. 53. in Piſon. 36. Roſs remark on the epiſt. of Cic. 


you 
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you as often as poſſible, Adv do not hear A. U. * 
from me as frequently as you wiſh, it is ſolely 
becauſe I dare not truſt my letters to every con- 
; Veyance. But whenever I ſhall be able to put 
them into hands, upon which I may ſafely rely; 
be aſſured I ſhall not ſuffer the opportunity to 
Gp by me. | 
It is not eaſy to give a ſatisfactory abe to 
your enquiry concerning the ſincerity of your 
profeſſed friends, and the diſpoſition of others 
in general towards you. This only I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that a certain party, and particu- 
larly thoſe who have the ſtrongeſt obligations, 
- as well as the greateſt abilities to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves in your ſervice, look upon you with 
envy: That (agreeably to what I have myſelf. 
experienced upon a different occaſion) thoſe 
whom, in juſtice to your country, you have 
neceſſarily offended, are your avowed oppoſers; 
as others, whoſe intereſts and honours you have 
_ generouſly ſupported, are much leſs inclined to 
remember your favours than to oppoſe your 
glory. Theſe are circumſtances, indeed, which 
Ilongſuſpe&edand have often intimated to you: 
but of which I am now moſt thoroughly con- 
vinced. I obſerved upon the ſame occaſion 
(and I believe I told you ſo in a former letter,) 
both Hortenſius and Lucullus to be extremely 


in 
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A. U. 698. in your "PEAR" as among thoſe who were in 


the magiſtracy, Lucius Racilius appeared very 


fincerelyand affectionately to eſpouſe your cauſe. 


But, excepting the two former, I cannot name 
any of the conſulars, who difcovered the leaſt 
degree of friendſhip towards you, when your 
affair was before the ſenate. As for my own 
endeavours, they might perhaps be generally 


_ conſidered as flowing rather from thoſe ſingular 


favours I have received at your hands, than 
from the uninfluenced dictates of my real ſenti- 
ments. With regard to Pompey, he ſeldom 
attended the houſe at that ſeaſon : but I muſt do 
him the juſtice to ſay, he often takes an oppor- 
tunity, without my previouſly leading him into 


the ſubject of diſcourſing with me concerning 


your affair; as well as very willingly enters into 
the converſation, whenever I ſtart it myſelf. 


Tour laſt letter, I perceived, was extremely 


agreeable to him ; and I could not but obſerve 


with equal admiration and pleaſure, the polite 
and moſt judicious manner in which you ad- 


dreſſed him. Before he received this letter, he 
ſeemed a little inclined to ſuſpect, that the no- 
tion which ſome had entertained of his incli- 
nation to be your competitor, had alienated you 


from him. But you have now wholly fixed 


that excellent man in your intereſt: who, in 
| | truth, 
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truth, had all the antecedent reaſons for being A. U. 698. 
ſo, that an uninterrupted ſeries of the higheſt 
ſervices could poſſibly give him*. I muſt con- 
feſs, he always appeared to me, even when the 
conduct of Caninius had raiſed the ſtrongeſt 
ſuſpicions of the contrary*, to favour your 
views: But I can now aſſure you, that I 
found him, after he had peruſed your letter, 
entirely diſpoſed to promote whatever may con- 
tribute either to your intereſt, or your honours. 
You may conſider then what I am going to 
offer as his immediate ſentiments and advice: 
as indeed it is the reſult of frequent conſulta- 


5 See remark 6. p. 56. . 3 
6 It was an uſual artifice with Pompey to employ his 
friends in ſoliciting thoſe honours in his behalf, to which. 
he affected to appear himſelf perfectly indifferent, or even 
averſe, This was his policy in the preſent inſtance; and 
at the ſame time that he pretended to ſerve Lentulus in this 
affair, his ereature Caninius, a Tribune of the people, was 
practiſing every ſtratagem in order to procure this com- 
miſſion for Pompey. And though Cicero (as Mr. Roſs : 
c obſerves) either out of a tenderneſs for Lentulus, or out =. 
of an Pp. Ras of diſpleaſing Pompey, to whom he 
'* was at this time making his court, repreſents him in 
this place as acting an honeſt and friendly part: yet in a 
letter to his brother, where he may be ſuppoſed to deli- 
«« ver his real ſentiments, he ſpeaks quite differently : nam 
© quod de Pompeio Caninius agit, ſane quam refrixit : neque 
c enim res probatur ; et Pompeius n:fter in amicitia P. Lentuli 
«© wituperatur, et hercule non eft idem. Ep, vi. L. 2. The 
„truth of. the caſe is this, when Pompey found it was 
„ 1mpoſſible for him to procure this commiſſion, he pre. 
*« tended a friendſhip for Lentulus, and joined with Cicero 
* bn giving the advice, which makes a great part of this 
etter.“ 5 
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A. U. 698; tions which we have held together. Accord- 
— ingly we are of opinion that it may be proper 
for you to conſider, whether any advantages 
may be derived from yaur being in poſſeſſion of 
Cilicia and Cyprus. For if there ſhould 

a © ſufficient probability of being able to make 
yourſelf maſter of Alexandria and Egypt, we 
think it equally for your qwn honour and that 
of the republic', to march thither with your 
army, ſupported by your fleet; having firſt 
left the king at Ptolemais, or ſome other conve- 
nient place in that neighbourhood. By.theſe 


 _TAgeneralſketchofPtolemy*'s character has already been 
„ | row in the notes on the preceding book: and it appears 
| rom thence that nothing could be leſs to the honour of 
the commonwealth, than — — in the behalf of this 
juſtly- rejected monarch. Cicero himſelf repreſents him in 
one of his orations, as unworthy of the crown he wore! 
eum (ſays he) neque genere neque animo regis efſe, inter omnes 
' fere video convenire, In Rull. ii. But what is ſtill more 
extraordinary, Cicero makes the very meaſures which he 
here ſo ſtrongly recommends to Lentulus, an artigle of his 
charge againſt Anthony. It was by the perſuaſion of the 
latter that Gabinius undertook (as has already been ob- 
ſerved) the reftoration of Ptolemy : and Anthony com- 
manded the Roman cavalry in that expedition. This 
_ affords a topic of great indignation in one of the Philippics; 
and Cicero there ſpeaks of this tranſaction (as he ought 
always to have 0e of it) as a moſt impudent violation 
of all authority both ſacred and civil: de iter (ſays he) ad 
Alexandriam contra ſenatus auctoritatem, contra rempublicam et 
reli giones. Philip. ii. 19. But what opinion muſt every un- 
prejudiced reader conceive of our author, when he thus 
finds him condemning and approving the ſame tranſaction, 
and adviſing his friend to purſue a ftep which he after. 
wards publicly and juſtly reproached in his adverſary ? 
See remark 2. p. 51. of this vol, 
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means when you ſhall have quieted the diſtur= A.U. 2 


bances in Alexandria, and ſecured it by a pro- 
per number of forces; Ptolemy may ſafely take 
poſſeſſion of his kingdom. Thus he will be 


reſtored by you, as the ſenate had once de- 


creed: and reſtored too without an army, agree- 


ably to the ſentiments of thoſe who inſiſt upon 


obſerving the injunctions of the oracle. We 
are the rather confirmed in recommending this 
meaſure, as there is no decree of the ſenate ſub- 

ſiſting which particularly Prohibits you from 


replacing Ptolemy on his throne, As to the or- 


der which abſolutely forbids all aſſiſtance what- 
ſoever to be given to him; you know it was 
not only proteſted againſt, when it was voted, 


but is generally looked upon rather as the warm 


dictates of an exaſperated faction, than as 
having the full authority of a decree of the 
ſenafe. | However, we deem it neceſſary to add, 
that we are ſenſible the world will judge of the 
propriety of this ſcheme, entirely by the event. 
Should it ſucceed as we wiſh ; your policy and 


eeſolution will univerſally be applauded : on the 


other hand, ſhould it miſcarry ; it will un- 
doubredly be condemned as an action of ill- 
conſidered and unwarrantable ambition. How 


® See remark g. p. 54+ of this val. 
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A. U. 698. far this enterpriſe may be practicable, you, who 
— arc ſituated almoſt within view of Egypt, are 
the moſt competent judge. If therefore you 
are well fatisfied of being able to render your- 
ſelf maſter of that kingdom, we are clearly of 
opinion you ſhould not delay your march one 
moment: but if you are doubtful of the ſucceſs, 
it is our advice that you by no means make the 
attempt. This I will venture to affure you, 
that, ſhould you execute this project in the 
manner we with, there will be a very conſiderable 
party to give it applauſe, even during your 
abſence”: as all Rome will unite in the ſame ap- 
probation, the moment you ſhall return amongſt 
us. Nevertheleſs I am perſuaded, if this ſcheme 
ſhould not take the deſired effect, it may be at- 
tended with very diſagreeable conſequences to 
yourſelf ; not only upon account of that order 
of the ſenate which I juſt now mentioned, but 
likewiſe in regard to the oracle. When, there- 
fore, I recommend ſuch menſures as you: ſhall 
have full aſſurance will terminate in your glory, 
J muſt at the ſame time ſtrongly diſſuade you 
from engaging in them, if you ſhould have the 
leaſt reaſon to apprehend an oppoſition, For 
I repeat it again) the world will be determined 
in their opinion of this whole tranſaction, not as 
it is s reaſonable, but as ir ſhalf CO laces ſsful. 
== 2 If 


* 


bus woah ; 


If the method 150 propoſed ſhould appear too A. VU. «Sol: 
dangerous to be hazarded in your own perſon; | 
we think it may at leaſt be adviſeable to aſſiſt the 
king with a number of your forces; provided 
he ſhall give ſufficient ſecurity to your friends 
in the province, for repaying them the money 
they have advanced in ſupport of his cauſe. 
And indeed the circumſtances and ſituation of 
your government render it extremely eaſy, 
either to promote or obſtruct his reſtoration, 
as you ſhall ſee proper. After all, you are the 
beſt judge what method will be moſt expe- 
dient to purſue ; I thought it 'my part, how- 
ever, to inform you of theſe our concurrent 
ſentiments. | 8 
You congratulate me on the proſperous ſitu- 
ation of my affaits in general, and particularly 
on the friendſhip of Milo, together with the 
vain and ineffectual ſchemes of the worthleſs 
Clodjus. It is no wonder you ſhould rejoice in 
theſe the generous effects of your own amicable 
offices. But to ſay truth, ſuch an incredible 
perverſeneſs (not to give it a more ſevere ap- 


pellation) prevails amongſt a certain party, that 
they rather chooſe to alienate me by their jea- 


louſies from the common cauſe, than to retain 
me in that intereſt by their favour and encou- 
| H's ( -- ragements 
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A. U. 698. ragement ?. I will own to you, their malice 

| has almoſt driven me from thoſe principles 

which I have ſo long and ſo invariably pur- 

ſued. At leaſt if they have not provoked me ſo 

far as to make me forget the dignity of my cha- 

racter; they have taught me that it is high time 

I ſhould act with a view likewiſe to my own ſe- 
curity. I might, conſiſtently with the ſtricteſt 

duties of patriotiſm, reconcile both theſe diſtinct 

ends, were there any honour or fortitude in thoſe 

of conſular rank. But ſuch a meanneſs of ſpirit 

prevails in general among them, that, inſtead 

of applauding the reſolution, with which my 

actions have been ever uniformly directed in 

the cauſe of the commonwealth, they look with 

envy upon thoſe dignities to which my public 

ſervices have advanced me. I the rather men- 

tion this, as it is to you that I am principally 

indebted, not only for the happineſs of being 

reſtored to my country, but almoſt for my very 

firſt ſucceſsful ſteps in the paths of patriotiſm, 

and of glory. 3 

9 Cicero was at this time acting a part which gave 

great and juſt offence to thoſe who were in the true in- 

E tereſt of their country ; for he was falling in with the 

| meaſures of Cæſar, Fompey, and Craſſus. He endeavours 

therefore to palliate this unworthy conduct as well as he 

can: but as he enters more fully into the motives of this 


ſtep in the 17th letter of this book ;. thereader is referred 
to the obſervations upon that epiſtle. | 


I perceive 
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1 perceive this oppoſition does not proceed A. U. 698. 


(as I formerly ſuſpected) from my not be- 
ing of noble birth ; ſince they were actuated, 
I have obſerved, by the ſame malignant ſpirit 
azainſt yourſelf, who are confeſſedly deſcended 
from one of the firſt families in Rome. Ac- 
cordingly, though your enemies are contentedto 
| ſee you among thoſe of principal rank in the re- 
public, they will by no means ſuffer you to ſoar 
higher. I rejoice that the parellel between us 
extends no farther: and tho” we have met with - 
an equal degree of malice from the world, that 
the reſpective conſequences however have proved 
extremely different. For a wide difference there 
ſurely is between ſuffering ſome diminution in 
point of honours, and being abandoned to total 
ruin, If I have not greater reaſon to lament 
this cruel outrage of my adverſaries, it muſt be 
attributed to your generous interpoſition; as it 
was by your means it proved, in the final event, 
of far more advantage to my reputation, than of 
prejudice to my fortunes. Suffer me then, from 
a principle of gratitude as well as affection, to 
exhort you, earneſtly to purſue the dictates of 
t Nobility among the Romans was conſidered ( Fe Manu- 
tius obſerves upon this paſſage) not in oppoſition to the 
Plebeian rank; for many Plebeian families were noble: 
but in contra. diſtinction to thoſe whoſe anceſtors had not 


borne any of the honourable magiſtracies in Rome. And 
of this number was Cicero. | 
H 3 that 


A. V. 58 dike e ambition, with which you 
Y were inflamed from your earlieſt youth: nor 
let any injurious treatment depreſs that heroiſm 
of your mind which I have ever admired and 
valued. The world, believe me, entertains the 
higheſt opinion of your merit, and loudly pro- 
claims that enlarged and generous ſpirit which 
diſtinguiſhes all your actions: and it particularly 
remembers, to your immortal honour, the pa- 
triotiſm of your illuſtrious conſulſhip, You are 
ſenſible, therefore, how much theleaft additional 
glory, which ſhall accrue to you from your 
civil and military conduct in the government 
of your province, will increaſe and ſtrengthen 
this general luſtre of your reputation. But let 
me expreſs my wiſhes at the ſame time, in the 
firſt place, that you would not engage in any 
enterprize with your army, without having long 
and maturely examined it in all its conſequen- 
ces, nor without being ſufficiently płepared to 
darry it into execution: and in the next, that 
| you would be perſuaded, of what I doubt not 
you are already ſenſible, that you will find it 
extremely eaſy to continue in the poſſeſſion of 
that pre-eminence amongſt your fellow citizens, 
to which you have always aſpired. That you 
may not imagine, however, I am offering the 
idle oe of unnecefſary advice, I muſt add, 


that 
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- that I could not reflect upon the treatment we A. U. 698. - 


have both received, without thinking it proper 
to exhort you well to conſider, for the future, 
on whom you repoſe your confidence. ; 
As to your enquiry concerning the ſituation 
of public affairs; there are great diviſions 
amongſt us : but the zeal and prudence of the 
ſeveral parties are by no means equal. Thoſe 
who enjoy the largeſt ſhare of wealth and power, 
have gained a ſuperiority of credit likewiſe 
by the folly and inſtability of their antago- 
niſts: for they have obtained from the ſenate, 
with very little oppoſition, what they had no 


hopes of receiving even from the people, with- 


out raiſing great diſturbances. Accordingly 
the houſe has voted Ceſar a ſum of money 
for the payment of his army, together with a 


power of nominating ten lieutenants : as they 


have alſo, without the leaft difficulty, diſpenſed 
with the Sempronian law for appointing him a 
ſucceſſor', I do but lightly touch upon theſe 


2 Cæſar, Pompey, and Craſſus. | 

3 Theſe immoderate and fatal conceſſions to Cæſar's 
ambition, were abſolutely unconſtitutional, and moſt evi- 
dently tended to the ſubverſion of the republic. But if 


the reader is ſurpriſed at ſo mean and ſo impolitic a com- 


ener on the part of the ſenate, how much higher will 
is wonder riſe, when he is informed that Cicero himſelf 
was the chief adviſer and promoter of theſe very meaſures 
which he here condemns ? If this were a fact which ſtood 
upon the credit of hiſtorians, the paſlage before us would 
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A. U. 698. particulars, as I cannot reflect on our affairs 
N with any ſatisfaction. However I mention them 
_ as ſuggeſting an uſeful caution to both of us, to 
preſe rve a proper poiſe between our intereſt and 
-our honour, and not to advance one by an 
undue depreſſion of the other. A maxim this 
| which I have learned, not ſo much from my 
ol favourite philoſophy as from ſad experience: 
a and which I would recommend to you, ere you 
are taught it by the ſame unpleaſing method of 

conviction. | e ee Os 
Your congratulations on my daughter's mar- 
riage with Craſſipes“, are agreeable to your uſual 
politeneſs : I hope and believe this alliance will 
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ſtrongly incline one to 4 that they had miſrepre- 
ſented the truth. But we have a teſtimony to produce, 
which, though of undoubted authority, is the laſt one ſhould 
have expected in the caſe: for it is the teſtimony of Cicero 
himſelf. In a ſpeech which he pronounced at the bar 
either a little before, or ſoon after the date of this letter, 
he mentions each of theſe particular grants, which he enu- 
merates to Lentulus, and then adds: Harum ego ſententia- 
rum et Princeps et Autor fur. Orat. pro Balbo, 27. 
The Sempronian law here ſpoken of, was procured by 
C. Sempronius Gracchus, a tribune of the people, A. U. 
631. and enacted that the ſenate ſhould annually appoint 
ſucceſſors to the conſular provinces. = FLEE 
4 Tullia, when ſhe married Craſſipes, was the widow 
of Piſo, ſurnamed Frugi: of whom an account has been 
8 in the notes on the former book. This ſecond match 
did not prove ſo ſatis factory as Cicero here promiſes him- 
ſelf: for Craſſipes ſoon took a diſguſt to Tullia, which 
ended in a divorce. As he is very ſeldom and but ſlightly 
mentioned in Cicero's writings, all that we know of him 
is, that he was a nobleman of the firſt rank. 
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yield me great ſatisfaction. Tour foal isa youth A A. U. 7. 698, 
| of ſo promiſing a turn, that I cannot forbear 
conjuring you to train him up in thoſe refined 

arts which have ever been your peculiar taſte 

and ſtudy : but chiefly in that beſt and nobleſt 
diſcipline, the imitation of your exalted virtues. 
Believe me, I greatly love and eſteem him, not 

only in return to the ſingular affection he has 

ever ſhewn me, but particularly as he is the 


ſon, and the worthy ſon too, of my valuable 
friend. - Farewel. 


LETTER II. 
_ To Fanrvs GaLLvus*.. 


Received your letter immediately upon my 
return from Arpinum, 'together with one 
likewiſe from Avianus *, in which he very ge- 
nerouſly offers to give me credit as long as 1 
ſhall require. Now let me deſire you to ima- 
gine yourſelf in my ſituation, and then tell me, 
whether I can, with a good grace, aſk him to 
allow me even the leaſt time for the payment 
of this 8 much leſs above a year ? In- 


* The ſame perſon to whom the 11th letter of the 
fore o_ book is written. 


eems to have been the proprietor of the ſtatues 
. below. | 
deed, 


(1 


„ ru LETTERS Gor, 


A. U. 698. deed, my dear friend, I ſhould not have been 

i this difficulty, if you had not exceeded the 

| limits of my commiſſion, both in the particulars 

and the fum. However, I am not only wil- 

ling to ratify the agreement you have made for 

the ftatues you mention, but am likewiſe much 

obliged to you. I am ſenſible indeed that in 

the zeal of your friendſhip you have purchaſed 

for me what pleaſed your own eye, and what 

you imagined would be worthy of mine; and! 

always conſidered you as a man of the moſt ju- 

dicious and elegant taſte in every kind. Never- 

theleſs, I ſhall be extremely glad if Damaſippus 

| ſhould continue in the reſolution «of taking 

theſe figures off my hands: for, to own the plain 

truth, I have no ſort of inclination to them my- 

ſelf. As you were not appriſed of my inten- 

tions, you have actually conſented to pay more 

for theſe four or five pieces of ſculpture *, 

than I would have given for all the ſtatues in 

the univerſe. You compare the images of the 

prieſteſſes of Bacchus, to thoſe of the Muſes 

which I bought of Metellus. But ſurely, my 

Damaſippus was. a celebrated | virtuoſo of theſe 

times, who, afterhaving ruined his fortunes by his extra- 

, vagant paſſion for antiques, turned Stoic. Horace has 

ridiculed his character and his converſion with great hu- 
mour, in one of his ſatires. Vid. Horat. Sat. ii. 3. 

Theſe ſtatues appear, by what follows, to 3 


three Bacchanals, a s, and ſome figure deſigned for 
the ſupport of a table, | 9 e 
O99 FO. ; friend, 
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ſelves would have condemned me, if T had ever 


rated them at ſo extravagant a price: and in 
the next, I purchaſed the figures you mention 


as bearing an alluſion to my ſtudies, and 
affording a ſuitable ornament to my library. 


theſe Bacchanals ? That they are, as you aſſure 
me, extremely beautiful, I know full well; 
for I have frequently ſeen them: and therefore 
I ſhould particularly have named them to you, 


if they had ſuited my purpoſe. The purchaſes 


which I uſually make of this kind are ſuch 
only as are proper to embelliſh my Palzſtra *, 
in the ſame manner as the public Gymnaſia 


ings which the Grecians (from whom the Romans took 
them) called Gymnaſia: which were originally deſigned 


forexerciſes of various kinds, andin which, inafter-times, 


| the philoſophers likewiſe held their ſchools. What Cicero 


here calls his Palaſtra, ſeems to be the ſame buildin 
which in a letter to Atticus he terms his Academia, 2 


which 2 to have been ſome apartments, or perhaps 
a diſtin&t building, of his Tuſculan villa, appropriated 
3 to the purpoſes of ſtudy, but adapted alſo to 
day without practiſing. Vid. ad Att. i. 5, 6, 9. | 

oe e 


But where can I, with any propriety, place 


The Palæſtra was properly a part of choſe public builds 


odily exerciſes which the ancients ſeldom paſſed a 


friend, the two inſtances are by no means pa- Cu. 69h, 
rallel. For in the firſt place the Muſes them- | 
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A. U. 698. ſtatue of the God of war. It is well there waz 
not a Saturn too; for how could I have expected 
to have been out of debt, whilſt I had lived 
under the aſpect of two ſuch unlucky divinities'? 
Mercury would have been a much more wel. 
come gueſt : for I ſhould have hoped, by his 
influence, to have made a more advantageous 
bargain with Avianus. As to the figure de- 
ſigned for the ſupport of a table, which you 
intended to reſerve for your own uſe; you ſhall 
have it, if you till remain in the ſame mind; 
if not, I am ready to take it myſelf. Upon 
the whole, however, I had much rather have 
employed this money in the purchaſe of a little 
lodge at Tarracina", that I might not always 
trouble my friend and hoſt. But this miſtake 
is partly owing to the careleflneſs of my freed- 

man, in not obſerving the inſtructions I gave 

+ him; and partly alſo to Junius: whom I ſup- 

poſe you know, as he is a particular friend of 
Avianus. As I have lately built ſome addi- 
V Alluding (as Manutius obſerves) to the notions of the 


judicial aſtrologers : who pretended: that Mars and Sa- 
turn were unlucky planets. EE | | 

Mercury was ſuppoſed to prefide over commerce: 
from whence it is probable that the Mercuriales, men- 
tioned ina letter of Cicero to his brother, were a con- 
pany of merchants, Vid. Ad. Q: F. ii. 5. | 

It is now called Terraciza : a town in the campagne 
di Rome, Tt lay in the road from Rome to Cicero's villa 
at Fermiæ. NE | | .- 


tional 
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lanum', I was deſirous of adorning them with a 
few pictures: for if I take pleaſure in any thing 


1 muſt have theſe ſtatues, let me know where 
conveyance you purpoſe to ſend them. For if 


buying them, I ſhall find, perhaps, ſome pre- 
Wl tender to his taſte, who may be glad of the 
f | purchaſe : and I ſhould be 2 to ou with 
chem even at a loſs. 

When I received your firſt letter concerning 
the houſe you want to take, belonging to Caſ- 
fius, I was juſt ſetting out from Rome, and 


ter. However, I took an opportunity myſelf of 
talking upon this affair with your friend Nicia : 
who, you know, 1s very intimate with Caſſius. 


# f At my return hither, and before I had opened 
1;. Pour laſt letter, I inquired of Tullia what ſhe 


had done in this matter. She told me, ſhe 


zen- Salluſt, e c immenſe ſums in this his favourite villa, 
con- which probably was a very fine one when it came into 

his poſfeſſion, as it originally belonged to Sylla the dic. 
25 tator. Some conſiderable remains of it are ſtill ſhewn at 
villa rotta Ferrata. Sallust. declam. in Cic. 63. Plin, H. M. 


xxii. 


onal | Caſſius: 


of this kind, it is in paintings. However, if 
they are, when they will arrive, and by what 


Damaſippus ſhould change his intentions of 


therefore J left your commiſſion with my daugh- 


had applied to Licinia to ſpeak to her brother 


Cicero, if we may credit the invective aſcribed to 
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tional apartments to my little portico at Tuſcu- A. U. 698. 
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» A. U. * Caſſius: but I believe he is not upon very good 
1 terms with his ſiſter. The anfwer which Licinia 
gave my daughter was, that her huſband being 
gone into Spain, ſhe durſt not remove 3 » 
abſence and without his knowledge. 
greatly obliged to you for being ſo N 
of my company as to be impatient to get into 
a houſe where you may not only be near me, 
but actually under the ſame roof. Be aſſured, 
Iam no leſs deſirous of having you for my 
neighbour : : and as Iam ſenſible how much it 
: will contribute to our mutual ſatisfaction, I Chall 
try every expedient for that purpoſe, If! 
ſhould have any ſucceſs, I will let you know: 
in the mean while, I beg you would return me 
a particular anſwer to this letter, and tell me at 
the ſame time when I may 80 to ſee you. 
F are wel. . — 


his lady ſeems to have been the tenant of the houſe, 
which Gallus wanted elther to * or e. 
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To Pusribs Lvrvlvs: Proconſul. 


ARC Us Plætorius will fully inform A. U. 698. 
you of the promiſes we have received 
from Pompey, together with every other cir- 
cumſtance that has been either attempted, or ef⸗ 
fected in your favour. He was not only preſent, 
but indeed a principal agent throughout the 
whole proceedings: and he acted in every article 
of your concerns, agreeably to what might be 
expected from a judicious, a vigilant, and an 
affectionate friend. To him, likewiſe, I muſt 
refer you for an account of public affairs; not 
well knowing what to ſay of them myſelf. This 
much, however, I can aſſure you; that they are 
in the hands (and in the hands they are likely | 
to remain) of our. profeſſed friends. As for 
myſelf, both gratitude and prudence, together 
with your particular advice, have determined 
me, as they ought, to join in his* intereſt, 
whom you were formerly deſirous of aſſociating 
with you in mine. You are ſenſible neverthe- 
leſs, how difficult it is to renounce our old and 


5 Czfar, Pompey, 485 Craſſus, 
ne, 


habitual 
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A. v. 698. habitual notions of politics: eſpecially under 

a full perſuaſion of their rectitude. However 

I conform myſelf to his ſyſtem, ſince I cannot 

with any decency oppoſe him: and whatever 

ſome may perhaps imagine, I am by no means 

acting i in this a counterfeit part. The truth 

of it is, Pompey has gained ſuch an abſolute 

poſſeſſion of my eſteem, that I begin to look 

upon every thing as juſt and reaſonable, which 

falls in with his intereſt or inclination”. [ 

mould think too it would be no imprudent 

reſolution even in his adverſaries themſelves, 

to deſiſt from an oppoſition to which they 

© are evidently unequal. In the mean time, [ 
= have the ſatisfaction to find the world in ge- 
mp | neral agreed, that my character requires I ſhould 
ſupport, or at leaſt not obſtruct, the meaſures 
of Pompey: while ſome are even of opinion! 
may reaſonably retire from all public buſineſs, 
to my favourite purſuits of a literary kind. And 
indeed were I not prevented by my friendſhip 
to Pompey, I ſhould moſt certainly adopt this 
latter ſcheme, as of all others the moſt ſuitable 

to my inclinatians. For I can now no longer 
maintain that dignity in the ſenate, and that 
freedom in the commonwealth, which, was the 


- 
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? See remark 17th, p. 171. of this vol. 
ſingle 
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ſingle motive of my ambition, and the ſole end . U-698. 
I propoſed to myſelf in all my labours: a miſ- 
fortune; however; which is not peculiar to my- 
ſelf; but extends to every Roman in general: In 

a word, I am under the ſad neceſſity either of 

tamely ſubmitting to the ſentiments of thoſe - 

few who lead the republic, or of imprudently 

joining in a weak and fruitleſs oppoſition: . . 

I the rather mention this; that you may deli- 

berate, before you return amongſt us; what 

part jt may be adviſeable for you to act in the 

preſent conjuncture. To ſpeak freely, the mea- 

ſures both of thoſe of Senatorian and Eque- 

ſtrian rank, and indeed the whole ſyſtem of 

the commonwealth in general; are - totally 
changed. All therefore that I have now to 

wiſh, is the preſervation of the public tranquil- 


A determined patriot could not have been reduced to 
the alternative which Cicero here mentions : as there 
was a third expedient which every man of ſtrict political 
integrity, who dared to act up to his principles, would 
undoabtedly have embraced. ** An honeſt phyfician{ſays 
Sir William Temple) is excuſed for leaying his patient, 
*© when he finds the diſeaſe growing deſperate, and can 
* by his attendance expect only to receive his own fees, 
* without any hopes or appearance of deſerying them.”” 
Our author in one of his orations mentions it to the im- | 
| mortal honour of the celebrated Metellus, that de Ciuitale : } 
decedere quam de ſententia maluit : and he who is actuated by | 
the ſame ſublime patriotiſm; will never find himſelf under 
the poor necellity of juſtifying wrong meaſures by the 
rate wp. ofenforcing right ones. See remark 30. p. 181. 
of this vol. | Ons \ a 
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A. U. 698. lity :| which thoſe who are in the adminiſtration | 

ſeem to give us a proſpect of enjoying, if a cer- 

tain party could be prevailed upon to ſubmit 

with leſs impatience to their power. As to any 

hopes of ſupporting in the ſenate. that true con- 

ſular character of a firm and inflexible patriot; 

it is in vain now to expect it: every mean for 

that purpoſe is totally loſt, by the miſtaken 

conduct of thoſe who diſobliged Pompey*, and 

| | diſſolved that ſtrong union which ſubſiſted be- 
; ' tween the ſenate and the Equeſtrian order?. 
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8 Pompey was very deſirous of having the ſeveral grants 
5 | which he had made to the cities of Aſia, after his defeat 
of Mithridates, confirmed by the ſenate: in which he was 
| | firongly oppoſed by Cato, Metellus Celer, Lucullus and 
lt others. This occaſioned a breach between Pompey and the 
3 ſenate, and gave Cæſar an opportunity eſtabliſhing an 
= intereſt with the former; which at that juncture he found 
neeeflary for his purpoſes. Accordingly, being ſoon after 
elected conſul, he procured a law from the people to ratify 
theſe acts. Suet. in Jul. Cæſ. 19. W 
9 The farmers of the public revenues, who were com. 
poſed of the principal perſons among the Equeſtrian order, 
having, as they hr amen rented ſome branch of the 
finances at too high a rate, applied to the ſenate for relief. 
Their demands, it ſeems, were unreaſonable: however, 
in the ſituation wherein public affairs then ſtood, it was 
thought prudent by the more moderate party, not to dil. 
oblige ſo conſiderable a body of men. But Cato obſti- 
nately oppoſed their demands: and by his means the ſenate, 
after keeping them in ſuſpenſe for ſeveral months, at length 
te je cted their petition. But Cæſar, who knew how to turn 
every incident to his advantage, took up the intereſts of 
' theſe knights: and in his conſulſhip obtained from the 
people a remiffion of one-third part of the ſtipulated rent. 
is fingle piece of policy (as one of the Greek hiſtorians 
obſerves) gave him a more conſiderable acceffion of power, 
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lates to your own private affairs;---Pompey is 
extremely your friend: and by all that I can 
| obſerve, you may obtain any thing you ſhall 
| defire during his conſulſhip*. At leaſt I ſhall - 
ſolicit him very ſtrenuouſly for that purpoſe: 
and you may rely upon my moſt active offices in 
every inſtance where you are concerned. I am 
well perſuaded my aſſiduity upon this occaſion 
will not be diſagreeable to him: on the contrary 
he will receive it with pleaſure, were it for no 
other reaſon than as affording him a proof of 
| my, grateful diſpofition. In the mean time, I 
| entreat you to believe, that whatever bears the 
leaſt connection with your intereſts, is of more 
importance to me than my own. From theſe 
ſentiments it is, that I deſpair not only of being 
able to return, but even ſufficiently to acknow- 
ledge, the infinite obligations I owe you: tho 
at the ſame time I am conſcious of having ex- 
erted upon all occaſions, the moſt unwearied 
endeavours in your ſervice. | | 
It is rumoured here that you have obtained a 
complete victory: and we impatiently expect an 


even than he had before acquired by means of the peo. 
ple; as it gained over a much more rtant order. 5 
— party. Ad A. i ii. 1. Suet. i in Aal, Cr. 20 4.4 
C. ii. 


: ' Pompey and Craſſus were at this time conſuls. . 
| 1 . expreſs 


But to return to what more immediately re- A. U. 698. 
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A. U. 698. expreſs with the confirmation of this agreeable 
news. I have already talked with Pompey 
upon this ſubject: and as ſoon as your courier 
arrives, I ſhall employ my utmoſt diligence in 

| convening the ſenate. In fine, were I to perform 
much more for your intereſt- than lies within 
the compaſs of my preſent power, I ſhould ftil 
think I had fallen far ſhort of what you have 2 
right to expect. Farewel. 


RY LETTER v. 


To Marcus MAklus“, 


F your general valetudinary diſpoſition pre- 

vented you from being a ſpectator of our late 

public entertainments*; it is more to fortune than 

Ay to philoſophy that I am to impute your abſence. 
4 But if you declined our party for no other rea- 


- The perſon to whom this letter is addrefled, ſeems to 

. __ have been of a temper and conſtitution, that placed him 

far below the ambition of being known to poſterity. But 

a private letter from Cicero's hands has been ſufficient to 

diſpel the obſcurity he appears to have loved, and to ren- 
der his retirement conſpicuous. 

3 They were exhibited by Pompey at the opening of 

his theatre: one of the moſt magnificent ſtructures of ancient 

tf Rome, and ſo extenſive as to contain no leſs than 80,000 

ſpectators. It was built after the model of one which he 

aw at Mitylene, in his return from the Mithridatic war ; 

and adorned with the nobleſt ornaments of ſtatuary and 

* Some remains of this immenſe building ſtill 

ubſiſt. Liv, KXXIX., Plin, H. N, Vile 3» Plut. in vit. amp. 
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ſon than as holding in juſt contempt what the fl. U. 6, 


generality of the world ſo abſurdly admire, I 
muſt at once congratulate you both on your 
health and your judgment. I fay this upon a 


fuppoſition, however, that you were enjoying the 
philoſophical advantages of thatdelightful ſcene, 


in which, I imagine, youwere almoſt wholly de- 
ſerted. At the ſame time that your neighbours, 
probably, were nodding over the dull humourof 
our trite farces ; my friend, I dare ſay, was in- 
dulging his morning meditations in that elegant. 


apartment, from whence you have opened a 


proſpect to Sejanum, thro' the Stabian hills. 


4 Sejanum (if that be the true reading: for the MSS. | 


differ extremely) is found in no other ancient author. 
Stabiæ was a maritime town in Campania, ſituated upon 
the bay of Naples, from whence the adjoining hills here 
mentioned took their name. One may figure the philo- 
ſophical Marius as looking down upon the world from this 
his delightful retirement, with reflections of the ſame kind 


as thoſe which the pow has ſo exquiſitely imaged, in the 


following beautiful line: 
Here, on a fingle plank, thrown ſafe on ſpare, 
1 hear the — of the diſtant * 1 
As that of ſeas remote, or dying ſtorm,, 
And meditate on ſcenes more 22 8 
Here, like a ſhepherd gazing from his hut, 
T auching his reed, or leaning on his flaſf, 

Eager ambition fry chaſe I fee : 

I fee the circlin t of noiſy men 
Burſt laws incloſure, leap þ 4 mounds of right, 
22 and punſu d; each other's prey ; 
As wolves for rapine, as the fox for wiles : 


Till death, that mighty bunter, earths them all ! 
Younc.' 


* 1 And 
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A. U. 698. And whilſt you are employing the reſt of the 
, day in thoſe various polite amuſements, which 
you have the happy privilege to plan out for 

yourſelf ; we, alas, had the mortification of 

tamely enduring thoſe. dramatical repreſen- 

tations, to which Mætius', it ſeems, our profeſſed 

critic, had given his infallible ſanction! but as 

you will have the curioſity, perhaps, to require 

a more particular account; I muſt tell you, that 

though our entertainments were extremely mag- 
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This perſon isſuppoſed by the commentators, to be the 
- fame to whoſe judgment Horace adviſes the Piſos to refer 
their poetical compoſitions : 9 | 
| | Si quid tamen olim 

Scerigſeris in Mæti deſcendat judicis auret. Art Poet. 386. 

But the compliment paid in theſe lines to the taſte of Me. 

tius, ill agrees with the contemptuous manner in which 

Cicero here ſpeaks of Pompey's t Cenſor. 

It appears by an ancient ſcholiaſt on Horace, that Au- 
yo inſtituted a kind of poetical court of judicature, con- 
iſting of five Judges : the chief of which was Metius Tar- 
paz mentioned in the verſes above quoted. They held their 
aſſemblies in the temple of Apollo: and no poet was per. 
mitted to bring his play upon the ſtage without their ap- 
probation. Domitian ſeems to have improved upon this 
eſtabliſhment, and extended it into an academy that dif. 
tributed prizes to thoſe who excelled, not only in poetical, 
but proſe compoſitions. We have ſeen ſocieties of this ſort 
formed among our neighbour nations, with good effect: 
and perhaps, if in this inſtance, as well as in ſome others, 
we were to follow their example; it might prove a mean, 
= not only of refining our language, and encouraging a ſpi- 
7 | rit of polite literature, but of calling off our minds from 
thoſe political ſpeculations, which, tho? the privilege, in- 
deed, are not always the happineſs of every idle Briton. Dac 
remarg. ſur la x. Sat, du 1. lrve d Horace, Suet in Domit. 4. 

26 nificent 
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nificent indeed; yet they were by no means ſuch 
as you would have reliſhed: at leaſt if I may 


judge of your taſte by my own. Some of thoſe 


actors who had formerly diſtinguiſhed - them- 
ſelves with great applauſe, but had long fince 
retired, I imagined, in order to preſerve the re- 
putation they had raiſed, were now again intro- 
duced upon the ſtage : as in honour, it ſeems, 


of the feſtival. Among theſe was my old friend 


Zſopus*: but ſo different from what we ,nce 


6 He excelled in tragedy, and was the moſt celebrated 
actor that had ever appeared upon the Roman ſtage. Ci- 


"I 
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cero experienced the 3 of his friendſhip and his 


talents during his exile; for Æſopus e engaged in a 
part upon the ſtage, wherein there were ſeveral paſſages 
that might be applied to our author's misfortunes : this ex. 
cellent tragedian pronounced them with ſo peculiar and 
affecting an emphaſis,” that the whole andience immedi. 
ately took the alluſion; and it had a better effect, as Ci. 
cero acknowledges, than any thing his own eloquence 
could have expreiled for the ſame purpoſe. But it is not in 
this inſtance alone that Cicero was obliged to Æſopus, as 
it was by the advantage of his precepts and example, that 
he laid the foundation of his oratorical fame, and im. 
proved himſelf in the art of elocution. The high value 
which the Romans ſet upon the talents of this pathetic 
actor, appears by the immenſe eftate which he acquired 


in his profeſſion, for he died worth almoſt 200,000/, fter.. 


ling. He left a ſon behind him, whoſe remarkable extra. 


vagance is recorded by the Roman ſatiriſt. This youth 


having received a preſent from a favourite lady of a pearl 
out of her ear, wortha million of ſeſterces, or about 8o00/, 
of our money, diſſolved it in a liquid, and gallantly drank 
it off; to the health, we may uppoſe, of his generous 
miſtreſs. Pliny the naturaliſt, who like wiſe mentions this 

ſtory, adds, that he preſented at the ſame time to each of 
his gueſts a cup of the ſame valuable ingredient. Orat. pro 
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kpew him, chat the whole audience agreed he 
ought to be excuſed from acting any more. 
. 15 e n 


FI PR be Juve 5 dreadvengeance bur! d, " | 


the poor old man's voice failed him : and he 
had not ſtrength to go through with the ſpeech. 
As to the other parts of our theatrical enter- 
tainments, you know the nature of them ſo well, 
that it is ſcarce neceſſary to mention them. 
They had leſs indeed to plead in their favour 
than even the moſt ordinary repreſentations of 
this kind can uſually claim. The enormous 
| parade with which they were attended, and 
F | which, I dare ſay, you would very willingly 
> have ſpared, deſtroyed all the grace of the 
performance. What pleaſure could it afford to 
a Judicious ſpectator, to ſee a thouſand mules 
prancing about the ſtage, in the tragedy of Cly- 
tæmneſtra; or whole regiments accoutred i in fo- 
reign armour, in that of the Trojan Horſe 2 In a 
word, what man of ſenſe could be entertained 
with viewing a mock army drawn up on the 
Fa | ſtage in battle array? Theſe, I confeſs, are ſpec 
tacles ee well adapted to captivate vul- 


Sext, 56. Plut. in wit. Cicer. Macrob. Saturn. ii. 10. Hor. 
fat. ii. 3 ver. 239. be H. N. x. 51. 
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gar eyes; but undoubtedly would have had no A. U. 698. 
3 in yours. In plain truth, my friend, — 
you would have received more amuſement from 
the dulleſt piece that Protogenes could poſſibly 
have read to you, (my own. orations however 
let me always except) than we met with at theſe 
| ridiculous ſhews. I am well perſuaded at leaſt, 
you could not regret the loſs of our Oſcian and 
Grecian farces. Your own noble ſenate will 
always furniſh you with drollery ſufficient of 
the former kind * : and as to the latter, I know 
you have ſuch an utter averſion to every thing 
that bears the name of Greek, that you will 


It was uſual with perſons of diſtinction amongſt the 
Romans to keep a ſlave in their family whoſe ſole buſi- 
neſs it was to read to them. Protogenes ſeems to have 
attended Marius in that capacity. _ 

8 The Oſcian farces were ſo called from the Oſci, an 
ancient people of Campania, from whom the Romans re- 
ceived them. 'They ſeem to have been of the ſame kind 
with our Bartholomew drolls, and to have conſiſted 
low and obſcene humour. As to the nature of the Greek 
farces, the critics are not agreed. . Manutius ſuppoſes: 
| they differed only from the former, as being written in 

the Greek language. But it does not appear that Greek 
plays were ever repreſented upon the Roman ſtage: and 
the moſt probable account of them is, that they were a 
ſort of pantomimes in imitation of thoſe on the Grecian 
theatre. Liv. vii. 2. Mong. rem, ſur les lett. d Att. vi. 


The municipal or corporate towns in Italy were go. 
verned by magiſtrates of their own, who probably made 
much the ſame ſort of figure in their. rural ſenate, as 
our Burgeſſes in their town-hall. This at leaſt ſeems to 
have been the caſe in that corporation to which Marius 


pelonged, and to have given occaſion to our author's 
raillery, "VI 2 


* 
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A. U. 698. not even travel the Grecian road to your villa yo 
As I remember you once deſpiſed our formi- 
dable gladiators *, I cannot ſuppoſe you would 
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Perhaps the Grecian road might be much out of re. 
pair, and little frequented at the time when this letter was 
written: and on that circumſtance Cicero, it is poſſible, 
may have founded his witticiſm. Among the many in. 
ſtances of Roman magnificence, that of their public roads 
is particularly obſervable. They were formed at an im- 
menſe coſt, and extended to a great diftance from all ſides 
of the city. Lipſius computes,the Appian way at 350 
miles, ſome part of Which maine as entire as when 
it was firſt made; though it has now ſubſiſted above 1800 
ears. It is twelve feet broad, and chiefly compoſed of 
blue ſtones about a foot and a half ſquare. Criminals of a 
leſs atrocious ſort were generally employed in thoſe uſeful 
works: and perhaps it might be well worthy the confi. 
deration of the legiſlature, whether puniſhments of this 
kind in delinquencies of the ſame nature, might not in all 
reſpects be of more S to the public, than that which 
_ to have ſo little * in reſtrainin cn eee 
that are daily committed amongſt us. Liſp. de magnif. 
Rom. eee Trav. let. iv. 2 Epift. x. 45. wy 

2 Grevius ſuppoſes (and it is a conjecture extremely 

robable) that ys alludes to ſome ſervices which Cicero 

bad received from Marius, in defending him againſt the 
outrages of Clodius's mob. | | 
Ihe firſt ſhew of gladiators exhibited in Rome was given 
by the Bruti in honour of their father's obſequies: about 
200 years before the date of this letter. Originally the 
unhappy wretches who were expoſed in this manner were 
either priſoners taken in war, or public criminals : but in 
proceſs of time it grew into a profeſſion, and there were 
men who hired themſelves out for this purpoſe. Atticus, 
who ſeems to have omitted no opportunity of improving 
his finances, had a band of gladiators which he let out 
on public occaſions, to thoſe who were not rich enough to 
maintain them at their own expence. The 8 theſe 
combats became at length ſo immoderate, that it was uſual 
to exhibit matches of gladiators at their private entertain- 
ments: and not only men of the firſt quality, but even 
women entered theſe liſts. Reaſon, moſt undoubtedly, 


have 
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have looked with leſs contempt on our athletic * A. U. 898. 


performers: and indeed Pompey himſelf ac- 


knowledges, that they did not anſwer the pains 
and expence they had coſt him. The remainder | 
of our diverſions conſiſted in combats” of wild 
beaſts *, which were exhibited every morning 


cannot but riſe up againſt ſpectacles of this ſanguinary 
kind. It is obſervable, however, that they were not intro. 
duced among the Romans till they began to be civilized: 
and their paſſion for theſe cruel combats ſeems to have 
gathered ſtrength in proportion as their manners, in all 
other reſpects, became more refined. There is indeed a 
wonderful diſpoſition in human nature to be pleaſed with 


fights of horror: which even the moſt polite nations, in 


their higheſt periods of improvement, have not been able 
entirely to ſubdue, A very ingenious French writer 
imagines, that if we did not profeſs a religion which ab- 
ſolutely forbids the wanton deſtruction of our ſpecies, 
we ſhould ſoon convert our prize-fighters into gladia- 
tors, and be as ſanguinary in our diverſions as the Ro- 
mans rag wag xxxix. 22. 3 Att. iv. 8. Strab. 
v. p. 173. Stat. Hv. i. 6. ver. 53. Suet. in vit. Jul. 39. 
Reflax. for la pref. et ſur la peint. ** 8. n | 

The athletic games were of a leſs cruel kind than 
thoſe deſcribed in the preceding note, as they principally 
conſiſted of running, wreſtling, and boxing-matches. It 
ſometimes happened indeed that one of the combatants loſt 
bis life: but this was contrary to the laws of the ſport ; 
and if it appeared to have been the effect of deſign in his 
adverſary, though he was not puniſhed with death, he 
was puniſhed in a way ftill more- dreaded, by being. de. 
prived of the crown that would otherwiſe have been due 


to his victory. Pauſanias mentions an athletic comba- 


tant who having incurred this penalty, was ſo affected 
by the diſgrace, that he loſt his ſenſes. GE 

3 Beaſts of the wildeſt and moſt uncommon kinds were 
ſent for upon theſe occaſions, from every corner of the 
known world: and Dion Caſſius relates, that no leſs than 
doo lions were killed ar theſe hunting- matches with 
which Pompey entertained the people. Dia, Lib. xxxix. 
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A. U. 698. and afternoon during five days ſucceſſtvely; and 
n muſt be owned, they were magnificent. Vet 
3 after all, what entertainment can poſſibly ariſe 
to an elegant and humanized mind, from ſeeing 
a noble beaſt ſtruck to the heart by its mercileſs 
hunter, or one of our own weak ſpecies cruelly 
mangled by an animal of much fuperior 
| ſtrength ? But were there any thing really worth 
obſerving in ſpectacles of this ſavage kind; 
they are ſpectacles extremely familiar to you: 
and thoſe Fam ſpeaking of had not any pecu- 
liar novelty to recommend them. The laſt day's 
ſport was compoſed entirely ofelephants: which, 
tho they made the common people ſtare indeed, 
did not ſeem however to afford them any great 
ſatisfaction. On the contrary, the terrible 
ſlaughter of theſe poor animals, created a gene- 
ral commiſeration : as it is a prevailing notion, 
that theſe creatures in ſome degree participate 
n eee, 
That you may not imagine I had the happi- 
neſs of being perfectly at my eaſe during the 
whole of this pompous feſtival ; I muſt acquaint 


4 This was not merely a yulgar opinion, butentertained 
by ſome of the learned among the ancients, as appears 
from the laſt cited hiſtorian ; wholikewiſe takes notice how 
much the ſpeRators of Pompey's ſhews were affected by 
the een cries of theſe poor animals. Dio, Lib. xxxix. 


Pou, 


Ld = 


you, that while the people were amuſing them- 
ſelves at the plays, I was almoſt killed with the 
| fatigue of pleading for your friend Gallus Ca- 

ninius. Were the world as much inclined to 


favour my retreat, as they ſhewed themſelves in 


the caſe of Eſopus, believe me I would for 
ever renounce my art, and ſpend the remainder 


of my days with you and ſome others of the 


ſame philoſophical turn. The truth of it is, I 


began to grow weary of this employment, even 
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at a time when youth and ambition prompted 


my perſeverance: -and J will add, too, when I 
| was at full liberty to exerciſe it in defence of 
| thoſe only whom I was inclined to aſſiſt. But 
in my preſent circumſtances, it is abſolute ſla- 


very. For, on the one ſide, I never expect to 


reap any advantage from my labours of this 
kind; and, on the other, in compliance with 
ſolicitations which I cannot refuſe, I am ſome- 


times under the diſagreeable neceſſity of appear- 


ing as an advocate in behalf of thoſe who ill 
deſerve that fayour at my hands. For theſe 
reaſons I am framing every poſſible pretence for 


Cicero was now wholly under the influence of Pom- 


pey and Cæſar: but the particular inſtan es of his unwor- 
thy ſubmiſſion to which he here only alludes, are men- 


tioned more fully in a ſubſequent letter to Lentulus, and - 


will be conſidered in the remarks on that epiſtle. See 
letter 17. of this book, remarks 5, 34, and 39. 


living 


* 


3 
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ſentiments: as I highly both approve and ap- 


plaud that retired ſcene of life which you have 


ſo judiciouſly, choſen. I am ſenſible, at the ſame 


time, that this is the reaſon you ſo ſeldom viſit 


Rome. However I the leſs regret that you do 
not ſee it oftener, as the numberleſs unpleaſing 


occupations in which I am engaged would 
prevent me from enjoying the entertainment of 
your converſation, or giving you that of mine : 
if mine, indeed, can afford you any. But if 


ever I ſhould be ſo fortunate as to diſen- 
tangle myſelf, in ſome degree at leaſt, (for J 
am contented not to be wholly releaſed) from 


_ theſe perplexing embarraſſments ; I will under- 
take to ſhew even my elegant friends, wherein 


the trueſt refinements of life conſiſt. In the 
mean while, continue to take care of your 


health, that nts. antes mn Wine happy 


time ſhall arrive, to accompany n me in wy litter 
to my ſeveral villas. 

Lou muſt impute it to the exceſs of my Sund. 
ſhip, and not to the abundance of my leiſure, 
that I have lengthened this letter beyond my 
uſual extent. It was merely in compliance with 
a requeſt in one of yours, where you intimate a 
defire that I would compenſate in this manner 
what you loſt by not being A at our public 
diverſions, 
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| ſucceeded ; if not, I ſhall have the ſatisfaction 
however to think, that you will for the future 
be more inclined to give us your company on 
theſe occaſions, than to rely on my letters for 
your amuſement. Fare wel. 


Tarn 
To QuinTus PaiLIipevs : Proconſul. 8 


HO? I am too well convinced of your 
1 friendſhip and eſteem, to ſuſpect that you 
are unmindful of my former application in be- 
half of my friends Oppius and Egnatius; yet I 
cannot forbear again recommending their joint 


that I could not be more ſolicitous for my own 


give him proofs of my enjoying that ſhare of 
your affection, which I perſuade myſelf I poſ- 


* The perſon to whom this letter is addreſſed, and the 
time when it was written, are equally unknown. Pighius 
ſuppoſes he was goyernor of Aſia, in the year of Rome 
708. But in this inſtance the uſual accuracy of that labo- 


by a letter of congratulation which Cicero writes to Phi- 
lippus upon his return from the province, that he muſt 
have been proconſul at ſome period previous to the civil 


tuos recepiſti incolumi famaet ReyvBLICa. Epift. Famil. 
X11 73. See let, 22. p. 210. of this vol. FR 


affairs to your protection. My connection in- 
deed with the latter is of ſo powerful a kind, 


perſonal concerns. I entreat you therefore to 


rious annaliſt ſeems to have failed him. For it appears * - 


war: Gratulor tibi (ſays he) quod ex provincia ſalvum te ad 


{eſs :* 
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b. v. 698. ſeſs: and be aſſured you cannot ſhew me a 
| more agrecable inſtance of your friendfhip, 
Parewel. e ee eee, Por: 


To Maxcvus Licinivs CRASSUs“. 


. v. 699. I Am perſuaded that all your friends have in- 
I formed you of the zeal with which I lately 


both defended and promoted your dignities“: 


5 He had been twice conſul in conjunction with Pom- 


pey, and was at this time governor of Syria: to which 
province he ſucceeded at the expiration of his ſecond con- 


ſulate, the year preceding the date of this letter: He was 


_ eſteemed among the confiderable orators of his age: but 


his principal diſtinction ſeems to haye been his immenſe 
wealth, the greateſt part of which he acquired by ſharing 


in the confiſcated. eſtates of thoſe wire victims who 


fell a ſacrifice to the cruel ambition of Sylla. In his firſt 
conſulate he gaye a general treat to the people upon ten 


' thouſand tables, and at the the ſame time diſttibuted to 


them a largeſs of three months proviſion of corn; Plz. 
in vit. Crafi. Dion Caſſ. Xxxix. wh | 

7 Crafſus accepted the province of Syria merely with a 
deſignof making war upon the Parthians : fot which how- 
ever there was no otherpretence than what his boundleſs 
avariceand ambitionſuggeſted; Accordingly; ſome of the 
tribunes endeavoured to obſtruct his levies for this expedi- 
tion: and when that attempt failed, Ateius, one of their 
number, had recourſe to certain ſuperſtitious ceremonies of 
their religion, and devoted him in form to deſtruction. It 
was a general perſuaſion that none evereſcaped the effect of 
thoſe myſterious execrations : and in the preſent inſtance, 


te event happened tocorreſpond with this popular belief. 


or Craſſus, together with his army, periſhed in this enter- 
priſe, The judicious Manutius conjectures, that after Craſ- 


ſus had left Rome ſome motion was made in the ſenate for 


recalling him, which gave occaſion to Cicero'sſeryices and 
2 ; q ? AS 


5 K too mu 


complains inthe preceding lette K 


as indeed it was too warm and too e A. U. 
to have been paſſed over in filence. T he oppo- 
Grion I met with from the conſuls', as well as 
from ſeveral others of conſular rank; was the 
ſtrongeſt I ever encountered : and you muſt 
now look upon me as your. declared advocate 
upon all occaſions, where your glory is con- 
eerhied. Thus have I abundantly compenſated 
for the intermiſfion'of thoſe good offices, which 
the friendſhip between us had long given you a 
right to claim ; but which, by a variety of acci- 
dents, have lately been ſomewhat interrupted, 
There-never was a time, believe me, when I 
wanted an inclination to cultivate your eſteem, 
or promote your intereſt. Though, it muſt be 
owned; a certain ſet of men, who are the bane 
of all amicable intercourſe, ' and who envied us 

the mutual honour that reſulted from ours, have 
upon ſome occaſions been ſo unhappily ſucceſs» 

ful as to create a coolneſs between us. It has 2 5 


to the preſent letter, This ſuppoſition however; tho” in- 


deed hig ghly probable, is not ſupported by an ny of the hiſ⸗ 
H a 


torians. t. in wit, Cralli. Dio. xxxix. Vel. Paterc, ii. 46. 
The conſuls of this year were s Domitius Aheno- 
barbus, and Appius Claudius Pulcher. | 
How effeciually ſoever Cicero might have ſerved 

Craſſus upon the peck — to which this 1 relates; it 
is moſt certain his good offices did not proceed from a 
E of friendſhip, It is extremely j robable indeed 
that his ſup parting the cauſe of Craſſus in the ſenate, is one 
of thoſe inſtances of our author's N of which he 


that it was entirely 


hap- 


OL, I. 
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4. v. 699: happened, however, (what I rather wiſhed than 


- 
* 


Talents than was altogether conſiſtent with her being (what 


expected) that I have found kn opportunity, 


even when your affairs were in the moſt proſ- 


perous train, of giving a public teſtimony by 


my ſervices to you, that I always moſt ſin- 


cerely preſerved the remembrance of our former 


amity. The truth is, I have approved myſelf 
your friend, not only to the full conviction of 
your'family in particular, but of all Rome in 
general. In conſequence of which, that moſt va- 


| luable of women, your excellent wife", together 


in compliance with the inclinations of Cæſar and Pompey, 
with m Craſſus was now united. The coolneſs here 
mentioned ſeems to have ſubſiſted ever ſince the affair of 
Cataline : in whoſe conſpiracy, as one of the witneſſes exa. 
mined upon that occaſion depoſed, Craſſus was concerned. 
There were few indeed who gave credit to this eyidence: 
and the ſenate, upon the motion of Cicero, voted it falſe 
and malicious. Craſſus nevertheleſs aſſured Saluſt (as that 
hiſtorian declares) that this affront was thrown upon him 
by the artifices of Cicero himſelf. But whether Craſſus 


had any Jub ground for this ſuſpicion, or whether it was 
ſuggeſte 


to him by the falſe inſinuations of thoſe to whom 
Cicero here alludes, is a queſtion by no means capable of 
being determined by any circumſtance in the hiſtory or 
charaRer of the two men. It is certain that Craſſus from 
this time conceived a ſtrong and laſting averſion to our 
author: as, on the other hand, that Cicero after the death 
of Craſſus publiſhed an oration in which he expreſs] 
charged him with being engaged in this conſpiracy. 
However a formal reconciliation had lately paſſed be. 
tween. them: and when Craſſus ſet out for his eaſtern 
expedition, they parted with all the exterior marks of a 
fincere friendſhip. AZ Att. iv. 13. Sali. Bel. Cat, 49. 
Plat. in vit. Craſſi. Epift. Fan. i. . 5 

This lady's name was Tertulla: and if Suetonius may 
be credited, ſhe was better acquainted with ſome of Czeſar's 


with 
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with thoſe illuſtrious models of virtue and filial N. U. 699. 
piety, your two amiable ſons, have perpetual "Va 
recourſe to my aſſiſtance and advice: and the 
whole world is ſenſible, that no one is more | 
zealouſly diſpoſed to ſerve you than myſelf. © 

Your family-correſpondents have informed 
you, I imagine, of what has hitherto paſſed in 
your affair, as well as of what is at preſent in 

agitation. As for myſelf, I entreat you to do 7 
me the juſtice to believe, that it was not any 
ſudden ſtart of inclination, which diſpoſed” me 
to embrace this opportunity of vindicating your 
honour : on the contrary, it was my ambition 
from the firſt moment I entered the Forum, to. 
be ranked in the number of your friends*, 

I have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that I have 
never, from that time to this hour, failed in 
the higheſt ſentiments of eſteem for you: and 
I doubt not you have always retained the ſame 
affectionate regard towards me. If the effects 


om of this mutual diſpoſition have been inter- 

_ rupted by any little ſuſpicions, (for ſuſpicions 

ſsly only, I am ſure they were) be the remembrance 

acy. 

— Deen) Bags all Mort: the moſt valuable of all women, | Stat, 

of 3 Craffus was almoſt ten years older than Cicero z ſo 

49. that when the latter firſt appeared at the bar, the for- , 
1 2 2 already eſtablimed a ARG by ok er 
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A.U. 5 of them for ever blotted out of gur heart 
— perſuaded indeed from thoſe virtues i 

| form your character, and from thoſe which I 
am defirous ſhould diſtinguiſh mine, that our 
friendly union in the preſent conjuncture can- 
not but be attended with equal honour to us 
both. What inſtances you may be willing to 

give me of your eſteem, muſt be left to your 
own, determination: but they will be ſuch, 1 
flatter myſelf, as may tend moſt to advance my 
Aenne For my own part, I faithfully - 


„ Det 


every 8 wherein Tod — to * 
yours. Many, I know, will be my rivals in 
theſe amicable offices: but it is a contention in 
Which all the world, I queſtion not, and par- 
ticularly your two ſons, - will acknowledge my 
ſuperiority. Be aſſured, I love them both in a 
very uncommon degree 4 tho' I will own, that 
Publius is my e From * infancy, 


E Whatever aucerity n mi abt be wantin in our her” ; 

2 of friendſhip to the father; it Is certain he had 

2 A unfeigned affection for the ſon : as indeed Cicero 

had been greatly ones to his zealous ſervices when he 

was perſecuted by Clodius. Soon after this letter. was 

written, Publius Eee his father with a body of Gal - 

lic cavalry into rs, where he behaved — rh en 

mon bravery ; riſhed in that unfortunate expedition. 

1 Nie ſell, not mesh by the enemy, but by the hand of one 
of his attendants, Who ſtabbed him bie own orders, 2s 


ſcorning to ſurvive ſo W a defeat. Cic. in Brut. 
Plat. in vit. Craſſi. 


indeed, 


with all the marks even of filial reſpe& and 
Let me deſire you to conſider this letter, not 
as a ſtrain of unmeaning compliment, but at 


4 ſacred and ſolemn” covenant of friendſhip, 


hich 1 ſhall moſt ſincerely and religiouſly, 


obſerve*. I ſhall now perſevere in being the 


advocate of your honours, not only from a 
motive of affection, but from a principle of 
conſtancy: and without any application on your 


part, you may depend on my embracing every 


opportunity, wherein J ſhall think my ſervices 


may prove agreeable to your intereſt, or your 


inclinations. Can you once doubt, then, that 


4 It has been aſſerted in theſe remarks, that Cicero 
acted a counterfeit part. in his profeſſions of friendſhip to 
Craſſus ; but as he here very ſtrongly affirms the contrary, 
it will be proper to produce the evidence. This indeed 
is Cicero himſelf, who, in a letter to Atticus, written hot 
long before the preſent, and wherein he gives an account 
of A, ture of Craſſus for his Parthi 


ian expedition, 


e depar | 
2 of Aim in a ſtyle utterly irreconcileable with the 


entiments he here profeſſes, and in terms of the utmoſt 
contempt. Craſſum ugſtrum, ſays he, minore dignitate aiunt 


prefectum paludatum, quam olim L. Paulum. O RominEn 


AE uAM! It muſt be owned, at the ſame time, that it 
is highly probable the heart of Craſſus was as little con- 


berned in their pretended reconeilement as that of Cicero: 


for Craſſus generally regulated his attachments by his in- 
tereſt, and was no farther a friend or an enemy than as it 
ſuited with his avarice- and ambition. Ad Att, iv. 13. 


K 3 a any 


us. 
indeed; he diſcovered a fingular regard to me: A® U. 690, 
as he particularly diſtinguiſhes me at this time 


x 
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A V. "OA any requeſt to me for this purpoſe, either by 


yourſelf or your family, will meet with a moſt 
punctual obſervance ? I hope therefore you will 
not ſcruple to employ me in all your concerns, 


of what nature or importance ſoever, as one 


who is moſt faithfully your friend: and that you 
will direct your family to apply to me in all 
their affairs of every kind, whether re lating to 


you or to themſelves, to their friends, or their 
dependents. And be aſſured, I ſnall ſpare no 
pains to render your abſence as little uy to 


them as b Farewel. 


25 E. T T E R. VII. 

' To 80 CESAR” 
1 AM going to give you an 1 how 
much I rely upon your affectionate ſervices, 
not only towards myſelf, but in favour alſo of 


my friends. It was my intention, if I had 


gone abroad in any foreign employment, that 
Trebatius* ſhould have accompanied me; and 
he would not have returned without receiving 


che higheſt and moſt advantageous -honours I 


5 Czfar was at this time in Gaul, preparing for his firſt 
ition into Britain, which, as acitus obſeryes, he 


| rather diſcovered than conquered. 


* See an account of him in the following letter. 


ſhould 


Boox II. or CICERO! + 

ſhould have been able to have conferred upon 
him. But as Pompey, I find, defers ſetting 
out upon his commiſſion longer than I ima- 


gined”: and I am apprehenſive likewiſe that the 


doubts you know I entertain in regard to my 


attending him, may poſſibly prevent, as they 


will certainly at leaſt delay, my journey, I take 
the liberty to refer Trebatius to your good of- 
fices, for thoſe benefits he expected to have re- 


ceived from mine. I have ventured indeed to 


promiſe, that he will find you full as well-diſ- 


poſed to advance his intereſt, as I have always 


aſſured him he would find me: and a very ex- 
traordinary circumſtance occurred, which ſeemed 
to confirm this opinion I entertained of your 
generoſity. For in the very inſtant I was talk- 
ing with Balbus upon this ſubje&, your letter 
was delivered to me: in the cloſe of which you 
pleaſantly tell me, that © in compliance with 
« my requeſt, you will make Orfius king of 


% Gaul, or aſſign him over to Lepta, and ad- 


1/A law had lately paſſed, by which Pompey was in- 
veſted with the government of Spain during five years ; 


and it was upon this occaſion that Cicero had thoughts of 


attending him as his lieutenant. Pompey, however, in- 
ſtead of going to his province, choſe to continue in Italy; 
tho' he ſeems to have amuſed Cicero with a notion of his 
intending the contrary. For it appears by a letter to 
Atticus, written towards the latter end of this year, that 

our author had fixed the day for his departure. Plut. in vit. 
Pomp. Ad Att. iv. 18. | 
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e clined to recommend,” This had ſo remark. 
able a coincidence with our diſcourſe, that it 


ſtruck both Balbus and myſelf, as a ſort of a 


happy omen, that had. ſomething in it more 
than accidental*, As it was my intention, 


therefore, before I received your letter, to have 


tranſmitted Trebatius to you; ſo I now conſign 
him to your patronage as upon your own in- 


vitation. Receive him then, my dear Cæſar, 
with your uſual generoſity ; and diſtinguiſn him 


_ City ſhould not be removed into the country of the 


with every honour that my ſolicitations can 


8 Among the various kinds of omens obſerved with 
much ſuperſtition by the Romans, that of words happening 
tocoincide with any particular ſubject under conſideration, 
was eſteemed of fingular regard. A remarkable inftance 
of this ſort is recorded by Livy. After the burning of 
Rome by the Gauls, it was debated whether the _ 

eil, 


This point was long and warmly diſcuſſed, till at length 


* 


» 


the queſtion was decided by an officer of the guards, who 
accidentally paſling by the ſenate-houſe with his company, 
called out to the enſign, S:gnifer, ſtatue fignum 5 hic mane. 
bimus optime, Theſe OE being heard by the fathers 
in council, were conſidered as a divine intimation : and 


it was immediately and unanimouſly agreed to rebuild the 


city on its former ſite, Cæſar, of all the Roman hiſtorians, 
has moſt avoided the marvellous of this kind: and it is ob- 


ſervable that he does not mention a ſingle prodigy through. 


out his whole Commentaries, except in his relation of 
the battle of Pharſalia. Upon that occaſion indeed he very 
artfully falls in with this popular ſuperſtition, and gives 
an account of many predictive intimations of that day's 
important event. And nothing, in truth, could be more 
to his purpoſe than this indirect manner of perſuading his 
countrymen that the Gods were parties ip this cauſe, Liv. 
V+ 55. Cef. bel, cru, iii. 85, | 5 = . I 

5 induee 


= 


induce you to conſer. I do not recommend AU. 699. 


him in the manner you ſo juſtly rallied, when 
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I urote to you in favour ef Orfius; but I will | 


take upon me to aſſure you, in true Roman 
ſincerity, that there lives not a man of greater 
modeſty and merit. I muſt not forget to men- 


tion alſo (what indeed is his - diſtinguiſhing. 


qualification) that he is eminently ſkilled in 
the laws of his country?, and happy in an 
uncommon ſtrength of memory. I vill not 
point out any particular piece of preferment, 
which I wiſh you to beſtow upon him: I 
will only in general entreat you to admit him 


into a ſhare of your friendſhip, Neverthe- 


leſs, if you ſhould think proper to diſtinguiſh 
him with the tribunate or prefecture', or any 


other little honours of that nature, I ſhall have 


9 The profeſſion of the law was held among the Romans, 
as it is with us, in great eſteem ; but this body of men 
ſeem in general to have acted rather in the nature of our 
chamber-counſel, than as advocates at the bar. The latter 


was properly the province of thoſe whom oy called their 
e 


orators : and for which every man of good ſenſe, a ready 
utterance, anda general knowledge of the conftitutions of 
his country, was thought qualified. Cic. de off. ii. 19. 
de Orat. 55, &c. 85 | | Y 
The military tribunes were next in rank to the lieu. 
tenants or commanders in chief ander the general; as the 
prefetus legionis was the moſt honourable poſt in the Roman 
armies after that of the military tribunes. The buſineſs of 
the former was, among other articles, todecide all contro. 
verſies that aroſe among the ſoldiers ; and that of the latter 
was to carry the chief ſtandard of the Legion. 


no 
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A. U. 699. no manner of objection. In good earneſt, I 


which never were lifted up in battle, or pledged 


ſtyle that evidently diſtinguiſhes me for your 


a figure in buſineſs; 


it preſerved, and even improved, among Mr. Pope's ex- 
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entirely reſign him out of my hands into yours, 


in friendſhip, without effect. But I fear I have 
preſſed you farther upon this occaſion than was 
neceſſary : however I know you will excufe my 
warmth in the cauſe of a friend. Take care 
of your health, and continue to love me. 
Farewel. | | 


LETTER IX. 


To TxtBarTivs'. 7 


I Never write to Cæſar or Balbus, without 
taking occaſion to mention you in the ad- 
vantageous terms you deſerve: and this in a 


ſincere well-wiſher. I hope therefore you will 


2 This is the ſame perſon in whoſe behalf the foregoin 
letter to Cæſar is written, and which ſeems to have had fo 
good an effect, that we find him mentioned by Suetonius 
as in the number of Cæſar's particular favourites. He ap. 
pears in this earlier part of his life to have been of a more 
gay and indolent diſpoſition than is conſiſtent with making 

oc he afterwards, however, became a 
very celebrated lawyer: and one of the moſt agreeable ſa- 
tires of Horace is addreſſed to him under that honourable 
character. If the Engliſh reader is defirous of being ac- 
quainted with the ſpirit of that performance, he will find 


by 


cellent imitations of Horace, Smet. in wit. Jul. Caſar. 


Hor. Sat. ii. 1. Pope's poems, vol. ii. p. 109. 
| Ge 55 
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check this idle paſſion for the elegancies of fl. U. 699, 


Rome, and reſolutely perſevere in the purpoſe 
of your journey, till your merit and aſſiduity 


ſhall have obtained the deſired effect. In the 


mean time, your friends here will excuſe your 
abſence, no leſs than the ladies of Corinth did 
that of Medea in the play, when ſhe artfully 


perſuades them not to impute it to her as a 


crime, that ſhe had forſaken her country: For, 
as ſhe tells them, | | 


There are who diſtant from their native ſoil, 
Still for their own and country's glory toil: 
While ſome, faſt-rooted to their parent-ſpot, 
In life are uſeleſs, and in death forgot. 


In this laſt inglorious claſs you would moſt cer- 
tainly have been numbered, had not your friends 
all conſpired in forcing you from Rome. But 


more of this another time: in the mean while 
let me adviſe you, who know ſo well how to 


manage ſecurities for others, to ſecure yourſelf 


/ ; 

Medea being enamoured of Jaſon, aſſiſted him in ob- 
taining the golden fleece, and then fled with him from her 
father's court. He afterwards however deſerted her for 
Creuſa the daughter of Creon king of Corinth, whom 
Medea deſtroyed by certain magical arts, Ennius, a Ro- 
man poet, who flouriſhed about a century before the date 
of this letter, formed a play upon this ſtory : from which 
performance the following lines are quoted. 


from 


— 
5 
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A:U. 6% from the Britiſh charioteers*.” And fince ] 
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have been playing the Medea, let me make my 
exit with the following lines of the ſame tra- 
gedy, which are en en . 
. he vis 


His wiſdom, e on » fall 5 4 nr 
bo, "wi ie anke ge OI s co 


ee 0 
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Tie all opportunities of arking i in | your 
favour: and 1 ſhall be glad you would 
let me know with what ſucceſs. My chief 
reliance is on Balbus: in my letters to whom 
I frequently and warmly recommend your 
intereſt.” But why do you not let me hear 
from you ny" time _ I: W F Ine a 
Iam rd there i is 1 * nor Aber 
in all Britain. f chat ſhould be che caſe, I 


4 The armies of the ancient Britons were partly com- 
* of troops who fought in open chariots to the axle. 
trees of which were fixed a kind of ſhort ſcythe. Cef. 4e 
a 7 * 29. Sir William Temple's introdutt im to the 

of Enpland. 

$ A 0 revailed among the Romans, chat Britain 
abounded in gold and filver mines: and this report, it is 


would 


% * 
7 4 a 2 — * 1 
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5 5 95 * * * 
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military cars, and drive hack to us with all 
expedition. But if you think you ſhall be able 


to make your fortune without the aſſiſtance of 


Britiſh ſpoils, by all means eſtabliſh yourſelf in 
Cæſar's friendſhip. To be ſerious; both m 


brother and Balbus will be of great ſervice to 


own merit and aſſiduity will prove your beſt re- 


n 
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probable, firſt ſuggeſted to Cæſar the deſign of conquering 
our iſland. It was ſoon diſcovered, however, that theſe 
ſources of wealth exiſted only in their own imaginations: 
and all their hopes of plunder ended in the little advan. 
tage they could make by the ſale of their priſoners. Ci- 
cero taking notice of this circumſtance to Atticus, ridicules 
the poverty and ignorance of our 1 anceſtors; which 
ives occaſion to the ingenious hiſtorian of his life to 
— out into the following pertinent and uſeful obſerva- 
« dleton) one cannot help reflecting onthe ſurp 
„and reyolutions rang ; how Rome, once th 
« miſtreſs of the world, the ſeat of arts, empire and 
&« glory, now lies funk in floth; ignorance; and dtex 
* enſlaved to the moſt cruel as well as to the moſt co 
e temptible of tyrants, ſuperſtition and religious impoſ- 
« ture : while rer 57 country, anciently the jeſt and 
. contempt of the polite Romans, is become the happy 
« ſeat of rty, plenty and letters, flooriſhing in Alf th 
© arts and refinements of civil liſe; 77 running perhaps 
« the ſame courſe, which Rome itſelf had run before it; 
from virtuous induſtry to wealth; from wealth to lux. 
* ury ; from luxury to an impatience. of diſcipline, nd 
« corruption of morals ; till, by a total degeneracy an 
*« loſs of virtue, being grown ripe for deſtruction, it 
4 l at laſt to ſome hardy oppreſſor, and, with 
the loſs o 


” 


© luable, en ally again into its original barbs 
her gry ay} tt. iv. | ife of Gie. ii. 102. a 7 


tions: © From their railleries of this ee My: | 
the 


it liberty, loſing every thing elſe that is va- 


commendation 


would adviſe you to ſeize one of the enemy's A. U. 699, 


as 


= 
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Seidl. vou hd every favourable cir. 
cumſtance indeed for your advancement that 
can be wiſhed.” On the one hand, you are in 
the prime and vigour of your years ; as on the 
other, you are ſerving under a commander dif. 
tinguiſhed for the generoſity of his diſpoſition, 
and to whom you have been recommended in 
the ſtrongeſt terms: In a word, there is not 
the leaſt fear of your ſucceſs, if your own con- 
currence W not ee en 


8 ; | | 
9 75 Tor the Same: : 
, : 4 4 : * 4 


T Have eel a err buch! Wir 00 
1 Cæſar, wherein he tells me, that tho? 

numberleſs occupations have hitherto Beret 
him from ſeeing you ſo often as he wiſhes, 
he will certainly find an opportunity of being 
better acquainted with you. I have aſſured 


him, in return, how extremely acceptable his 
| generous ſervices to you, would prove to my- 


ſelf. But ſurely you are much too precipitate 
in your determinations : and I could not but 
wonder that you ſhould have refuſed the ad- 
. of a tribune's commiſſion, 3 
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from the functions of that poſt. » If you con- 


tinue to act thus indiſcreetly, I ſhall certainly 


exhibit an information againſt you to your friends 
Vacerra and Manilius. I dare not venture, 


however, to 1 the caſe before Cornelius: for 
as you proſeſs to have learned all your wiſdom ' 


from his inſtructions; to arraign the pupil of 
imprudence, would be a tacit reflection, you 
know, upon the tutor. But in good earneſt; I 
conjure you not to loſe the ret. opportunity 
of making your fortune, thas hae; will ever 


| * 
* bh RS. * 
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Precianus, whom: you mention! | ach he writes 
me word that he has done you ſome good - 
fices. Let me know of what kind they are. I 

N deter n men in biin. 


1 7 , * 1 
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LET. 


as you might ha been 3 it ſeems, 4x7 1 


65.95 Þþ 


* 


ee your! ITT 
brother, in purſuance of your requeſt : and 


am glad to have an occaſion of applauding / you 


ſor being fixed at laſt in ſome ſettled reſolution, 
The ſtyle of your fotmer letters, © will own, 
gave me a good deal of uneaſineſs. And allow 


me to ſay; that in ſome of them you diſcovered 


an e ee to return to  thepolice men 


e n — ene 
and in others your timidity. They frequently 
kkewiſe bn me occaſion n e you 
tations, as is ad uſual Wedel. 
One would have imagined, indeed, you had 


| carried a bill of exchange upon Cæſar,, inſtead 


of a letter of recommendation: for you ſeemed 
to think you had nothing more to do than to 
receive your money and haſten home again. But 
money, my friend, is not ſo eaſily acquired: 
and I could name ſome of our acquaintance who 


have been obliged to travel as far as Alexandria 
in yp * yet been able to 


obtain 
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and aſſiſtance. But as you. ſought my friend 
thip mm your earlieſt youth, I 


ala ca your welfare ; and 
not only to give you my protection, but to ad- 


which I dare ſay you have not forgotten thoſe 


thoughts of being employed abroad”. 1 no 
ſooner gave up my intentions of this kind, and 
perceived that Cæſar treated Sao 
tinction and friendſhip,” than I recommend 

you in the ſtrongeſt os do 


favour, perfectiy well knowing the ſingular 
probity and benevolence of his heart. Accord- 


ney when he was ſolici | his affairs in Rome: an ac- 


foregoing book. See rem. 2. p. Fr. of his 
7 r 


Vox. I. L = 


obtain even their juſt demands* I my ineli- A. U. 
nations were governed ſolely by my intereſt, 5 
ſhould certainly chooſe. to haye you here: a6 
nothing affords me more pleaſure than your + 
company, or more advantage than your advice 


bent upon me to act 


unſolicited offers I made you, when 1 had 


count of which has already been given 3 9 | 
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ingly he ſhewed, not only by his letters to me, 


but by his conduct towards you, the great regard 
he paid to my recommendation. If you have 


5 This alludes to thoſe who ſupplied Prolemy with mo- 


5 CY 
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At V. 699 any opinion, therefore, of my Judgment, or 
[= imagine that I ſincerely 'wiſh you well, let 
me perſuade you to continue with him. And 
notwithſtanding you ſhould meet with ' ſome 
things todiſguſt you ; as buſineſs, perhaps, or 
other obſtructions may render him leſs expedi- 
tious in gratifying your views than you had 
| reaſon to expect ; ſtill however perſevere ; z and 
truſt me, you will find it prove in the end 
both for your intereſt and your honour. To 
exhort you any farther, might look like imper- 
tinence: let me only remind you, that if you 
loſe this opportunity of improving your fortunes, 
you will never meet again with ſo generous : 
patron, ſo rich a province, or ſo convenient a 
ſeaſon for this purpoſe. And (to expreſs my- 
ſelf in the ſtyle of you lawyers) Cornelius has 
given His opinion to the ſame effect. 
I am glad, for my ſake, as well as yours, that 
you did not attend Cæſar into Britain: as it 
has not only ſaved you the fatigue of a ver 
, diſagreeable expedition, but me likewiſe that o 
being the perpetual auditor of your wonderful 
exploits. Let me know in what part of the 
world you are likely to take up your winter. 
quarters, and in what poſt you are, or _ 
be, employed. F acyel. | 


I. EI. 
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T is a conſiderable time ſince I have heard A. U. 699. 

any thing from you. As for myſelf, if 1 
have not written theſe three months, is was 
becauſe, after you were ſeparated from my bro- 
ther, I neither knew where to addreſs my let- 
ters, nor by what hand to convey them. I 
much wiſh to be informed how your affairs go 
on, and in what part of the world your winter- 
quarters are likely to be fixed. I ſhould be 
glad they might be with Ceſar: but, as 1 
would not venture, in his preſent affliction', to 
trouble him with a letter, I have written upon 
that ſubject to Balbus. In the mean while, let 
me entreat you not to be wanting to yourſelf: 


s Czſar about this time loſt his daughter Julia, who 
died in child-bed. She was married to Pompey, who 
was ſo paſſionately fond of her, that ſhe ſeems, during | 
the ſhort time they lived together, to have taken entire : 
poſſeſſion of his whole heart, and to have turned all his | 
ambition into the ſingle defire of y ede Nn pee in 
her eye. The death of this young lady proved a public 
calamity, as it diſſolved the only forcible bond of union 
between her father and her waz i „ and haſtened that 
rupture which ended in the deſtruction of the common- 
wealth. It is in alluſion to this that the elegant Patercu- 
lus calls her medium male coherentis inter Pompeium et 1 * 
rum concordiee pignus. Plus in wit. Pump. er Cæſar. Vel. Ta- 


terc. i. 47. | _ 
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A. v. 699. and for my own part, I am contented to give 
— up ſo much more of your company, provided 
the longer you ſtay abroad the richer you ſhould 
return. There is nothing, I think, particu- 
larly-to haſten you home, now that Vacerra is 
dead. However you are. the beſt judge: and 
I fhould be glad to know what you have * 
mined. | 
There is a queer fall of your acquairitance, 
one Octavius or Cornelius (I do not perſecty 
recollect his name) who is perpetually inviting 
me, as a friend of yours, to ſup with him. 
He has not yet prevailed with me to accept his 
compliment: however, I am We to the 
man. Farewel. | 


LETTER XIV. 
| To MunarTivs.” 


UCIUS Livineius Trypho is the freed- 

4 man of my very intimate friend Regulus: | 
And tho' the misfortunes of the latter cannot 
raiſe. him higher 1 in my affection, they have 


9 The perfon to whom this letter is addreſſed, is un 
vai as is the 1—— time likewiſe when it was writ- 
ton: It ſeems probable, however, not to have been very 

after Cicero's return from ment. For by the 
expreſſion, Bite tempor:bur, he undoubtedly alludes (a5 
Mr. Roſs obſerves) tot e misfortunes which were brought 
vpon him by Clodiuss _ 


however 
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however rendered me more aſſiduous to teſtify A. U. 699, 
it in every inſtance wherein he is the leaſt oon - 
cerned. But I have ſtill a farther reaſon to in- 
tereſt myſelf in behalf of his freed-man : as I 
experienced his ſervices at a ſeaſon when I had 
the beſt opportunity of proving the ſincerity of 
my friends. I recommend him therefore to your 
protection with all the warmth of the moſt ſen- 
ſible gratitude ; and I ſhall be extremely obli- 
ged to you for ſhewing, him, that you place to 
your own account, thoſe many dangerous win- 
ter voyages he formerly ne upon mine- 
ewe | 


7 f 
/ LETTER XV. 
TO TxeBarT1vs. 
Perceive, by your letter, that my friend 
Cæſar looks upon you as a moſt wonderful 
lawyer : and are you not happy in being thus 


placed in a country, where you make ſo conſi- 
derable a figure upon fo ſmall a ſtock* ? But 


8 The lodicrous author of the Tal: of a Tub has applied 


this paſſa * * humour, perhaps, than it was firſt | = 
conceĩv rr for: the propegngon of the | 
ten that 


ſeveral 0 4 doctrines of ophy an 

haye prevailed in the wor by 3 that every 

ſyſtem-maker is always ſure of finding a ſet of diſciples 

whoſe tone of underſtanding is exactly pitched to the ab- 

2 or extravagance 13 1 8 e And in this Fry | 
WI 
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A. U. 699. with how much greater advantage would your 
noble talents have appeared, had you gone into 
Britain? Undoubtedly there would not have 
been ſo profound a ſage in the law, throughout 

all that extenſive iſl anna. 
Since your epiſtle has provoked me to be 
thus jocoſe, I will proceed in the ſame ſtrain, 
and tell you there was one part of it I could not 
read without ſome envy. And how indeed 
could it be otherwiſe, when found, that, whilſt 
much greater men were-in vain attempting to 
get admittance to Cæſar, you were ſingled out 
from the crowd and even ſummoned to an au- 
dience' ? But after giving me an account of 
affairs which concern others; why were you 
ſilent as to your own? Aſſured as you are that 
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6 circumſtance, ſays he, lies all the ſkill or luck of the 
2 « matter. Cicero underſtood this very well, when writing 
. “to a friend in England, with a caution, among other 
6 matters, to beware of being cheated by our hackney- 
«© coachmen (who it ſeems, in thoſe days, were as errant 
c raſcals as they are now) has theſe remarkable words; 
«© eft quod gaudeas te in iſta loca veniſſe, ub: aliguid ſaper: 
te widerere, For to ſpeak a bold truth, it is a fatal miſcar- 
« riage; ſo ill to order affairs, as to paſs for a fool in one 
% company, when in another you might be treated as a 
4% philoſopher. Which I defire ſome certain gentlemen 
« of my acquaintance to = up in their hearts as a very 
3 5 e ſeaſonable inuendo. Tale of a Tub, p. 164. 
1 Trebatius, it is probable, informed Cicero in the 
letter to which this 1s an anſwer, that he had been ſum- 
moned by Cæſar to attend him as his aſſeſſor upon ſome 
trial: which ſeems to have led our author into the rail- 
leries of this and the preceding paſſages. , 4 
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[ intereſt myſelf in them with as much zeal as A. U. 699. 


if they immediately related to myſelf. Accord- 


ingly, as I am extremely afraid you will have 
no employwent to keep you warm in your win- 
ter- quarters, I would by all means adyiſe you 


to lay in a ſufficient quantity of fuel. Both 
Mucius and Manilius* have given their opinions 


to the ſame purpoſe; 0 ſpecially as your regimen- 


tals, they apprehend, will ſcarce be ready ſoon 


enough, to ſecure you againſt the approaching 
cold. We hear however there has been hor 


work in your part of the world: which ſome- 


what alarmed me for your ſafety. But I com- 
forted ,myſelf with conſidering; that you are 
not altogether ſo deſperate a ſoldier, as you are 
a lawyer. It is a wonderful conſolation indeed 
to your friends to be aſſured, that your paſſions 


are not an over-matchfor your prudence. Thus, 
as much as I know you love the water; you 


2 Mucius and Manilius, it muſt be ſuppoſed, were two 
lawyers, and particular friends of Trebatius: as the hu- 
mour of this witticiſm evidently conſiſts in an alluſion to 
that — „ fu _ _ 

3 In the original it is fudiofiffimus xatand:, the 
ambiguity of which On — been preſerved in a 
more literal tranſlation. The art ofſwimming was among 
the number of polite exerciſes in ancient Rome, and eſteem- 
ed a neceſſary qualification for every gentleman. Thus we 
find Cato tha elder, himſelf inſtructing his ſon in this 
accompliſhment: as Auguſtus likewiſe performed the ſame 
office in the education of his two grandſons, Caius and 

ee 


„ oo 


* 
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A. u. 699 would not venture, I find, to croſs it with Ce... 


Lucius. It was indeed one of the eſſential arts.in mili. 
tary diſcipline, as both the ſoldiers and officers had fre. 
quently no other means of purſuing or retreating from the 
enemy. Accordingly the Campus Martius, a place where 
the Roman youth were taught the ſcience of arms, was 
ſituated on the banks of the Liber: and they conſtantly 
finiſhed their exerciſes of this kind by throwing them. 
ſelves into the river. This ſhews the wonderful pro. 
-priety of thoſe noble lines which Shakeſpear puts into 
the mouth of Caſſius, in that maſterly ſcene where he is 
endeavouring to ſound the ſentiments, and fire the indig. 
nation of Brutus towards Cæſa e. | 
| . MMVMVMWe can both 
Endure the winter's cold as well as be. 
For once upon a raw and guſty day, 2 
The troubled Ty ber chafing with his ſhores, 
Czſar ſays to me, Dareff thou, Caſſius, now 
a Je in with me into this angry flood, 
% And ſwim to yon nazi Upon the word, 
Accoutred as I was, I plunged in 
And bade him follow: fo indeed he did. 
The torrent roar'd, and we did buffet it 
With luſty finews, throwing it aſide, 
And ſtemming it with hearts of controverſy. 
But ere we could arrive the point propoſed, _ 
Cæſar cry'd, © Help me, Caſſius, or I fink.”” 
I, as Aneas, our great anceſtor, a 
Did from the flames of Troy upon his ſhoulder 
Tube old Anchiſes bear, ſo the waves of Tyber 
Did I the tir'd Czfar : and this man 
Is now become a God, &, 2 


Monſieur Dacier obſerves, that this paſſage of Cicero dil. 
covers the juſtneſs of thoſe verſes in ? Jon where Treba- 
tius is repreſented as adviſing the Roman ſatiriſt to ſwim 
acroſs the Tyber, as an excellent remedy againſt his 
r propenſity; fince like other phyſicians, he pre- 
loeribed a regimen, it ſeems, moſt agreeable to his own 
4 88 6 8 2 e Cato. Cemor. Smet. * 
| 4. Veget. de re milit. i. 10. Dacier rem. fur la 
Sat. i. du tro. if 4, Her. | | < 


8 combats 


combats in Rome; you were muck to wiſe 14. 699 


perceive, to attend them in Britain“. ge 
But pleaſantry apart: you know, without my 

telling you, with what zeal I have recommended 
you to Cæſar; though, perhaps you may not 
be appriſed, that I have frequently, as well as 
warmly, written to him upon that ſubject. 1 
had for ſome time, indeed, intermitted my ſo- 
licitations, as I would not ſeem to diſtruſt his 
friendſhip and generoſity : however I thought 
proper in my laſt to remind him once more of 
his promiſe. I deſire you would let me know 
what effect my letter has produced: and at the 
ſame time, give me a full account of every thing 
that concerns you. For I am exceedingly anxi- 
ous to be informed of the proſpect and ſituation 
of your affairs: as well as how long you ima- 
gine your abſence is likely to continue. Be per- 
ſuaded, that nothing could reconcile me to this 
ſeparation but the hopes of its proving to your 
advantage. In any other view, I ſhould not be 
ſo impolitic as not to inſiſt on your return: as 
you would be too prudent, I dare ſay, to delay 

it. The truth is, one hour's gay, or ſerious. 
converſation together, is of more importance 
to us, than all the foes and all the friends that 


4 Alluding to his fondneſs of the gladiatorial games · 
che 


1 See remark 5. P. 134. of this vol. 
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2 699. the whole nation of Gaul can -produce. W 
Y you therefore to ſend me an immediate account 
in what poſture your affairs ſtand; and be aſ- 
ſured, as nn 2 n to his ae 
Amn, 
I hatever cares 5 lab ring boſom Wande 
i tongue ſpall ſoothe them or my band relieve. 
Farewel. 


LETTER = | 
To the Same, 5 5 | 


Reba remember the arüstöf given of the 


Phrygians in the play”; that their wiſ- 

cc un ever came too late :”- but you are re- 

ſolved, my dear cautious old gentleman', that 
no imputation of this kind ſhall be fixed upon 


you. Thank Lead you wiſely ſub- 


dued the romantic ſpintt of your firſt letters; as 
you were not hy Pe ing upon new ad- 


* 1805 


2 * POE s Pla y called the e | 
7 A tragedy. called the Trojan Horſe; which frems by 
Cicero's frequent Guvtarians from it, to have been i in 
great eſteem. 

_ 8 The celebrated Monſieur Dacier produces this paſſage 
as a proof that Trebatius muſt have been more than four. 
ſcore years of age, when Horace addreſſed the ſatire to 
him mentioned In the remarks on the preceding letter. 
But that learned critic has been led into this error, by 


taking in a ſerious ſenſe, what Cicero moſt evidently 
meantin a ludicrous one. 


ventur * 


Bes 1. 1 oi CICERO. 


1155 


ventures as to e a voyage for that purpoſe A. U. 599, 


into Britain: and who, in troth, can blame you? 
It is the ſame diſpoſition, I imagine, that has 
immoveably fixed you in your winter- quarters: 
and certainly there is nothing like acting with 
circumſpection upon all occaſions. Take =e 
word for it prudence is the ſafeſt ſhield. / 


If it were uſual with me to ſup from hows, | 


moſt undoubtedly I could not refuſe your gal- 


lant friend Octavius. I will own, however, I 


love to mortify the man's vanity : and whenever 
he invites me, I always affect to look with ſome 
ſurpriſe, as not ſeeming to recollect his perſon. 


Seriouſly, he is a wondrous pretty fellow: what 


pity it is that you. did not was him a with 
ou'! 8 

. Let me know how you are 3 and 
whether there is any probability of ſeeing you 
in Italy this winter. Balbus aſſures me, that 
you will certainly return immenſely rich: but 
whether he means in the vulgar ſenſe, or agree- 

ably to the maxim of his friends the Stoics, 
who maintain, you know, that © every man is 
« rich who has the free enjoyment of earth 
« and air;”” is a doubt which time will clear 


up. 


See the concluſion of let, xiii, p. 148. of this vol. 
+." Tm 
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A. U. 699. 1 find by thoſe who come from your part 


* 
- 


of the world that you are grown wonderfully 
reſerved: for they tell me, you anſwer no que- 


| ries?. However, it is on all hands a /ettled 


point, (and you have reaſon, certainly, to con- 
gratulate yourſelf upon it) that you are the moſt 
profound ſage in the law throughout the whole 
city of Samarobriva. Farewell. 


9 The witticiſm of this paſſage conſiſts in the double 


ſenſe of the verb reſpondere, which beſides its common ac. 
ceptation, fignifies likewiſe the giving an opinion as 4 


lawyer, This conceit, ſuch as it is, ſeems to have been z 
favourite one with our author, for he repeats it in a ſub. 
ſequent letter, where he is rallying another of his friends 
upon an occaſion of the ſame nature. See note 6. p. 213, 
this vol. But. Fe | 


Antoni gladios — ut contemnere, fi c a 


FT 


% A incipal town in Gaul, now called Amiens, and 
where ITrebatius ſeems to have had his winter - quarter. 


r- 
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LETTER XVI. 
To LENTVULUS. | 
„ | 
T is with fingular pleafure I 3 1 your A 


letter that you are ſenſible, I will not ſay 
of my affection only, but of my devotion to- 


wards you. Even that ſacred term indeed can 


me : and if you eſteem yourſelf (as you would 
perſuade me) obliged by my "endeavours to 
ſerve you, it is your friendſhip alone which can 
make you think ſo. I am ſure at leaſt I could 
not refuſe you my beſt good offices, without 
being guilty of the moſt unpardonable ingrati- 


> 


but ill expreſs the ſentiments you merit from 


tude, You would have experienced, however, 


much ſtronger and more powerful inſtances of 


my friendſhip, if, inſtead of being thus long 


ſeparated from each other, we had paſſed this 
interval together at Rome. It is not only in the 
particular article you mention, and in which 
no manismore qualified to ſhine, that I impa- 
tiently wiſh to receive you as my co-adjutor : 
it is not, I ſay, in the ſenate alone that our 
amicable concurrence would have been diſtin- 
guiſhed ; it would have appeared conſpicuous, 
my friend, in every act of public concern- 


ment. 


. 
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A. U. 699. ment. Suffer me then to 1 previouſly to the 
information you requeſt me to give you of my 
political ſentiments and ſituation, that if fortune 
had not thus divided us, I ſhould have enjoyed 
in you a wiſe and faithful guide; as you would 
have found in me, a kind, a friendly, and, 
perhaps, no unexperienced aſſociate. How- 
ever, 1 rejoice (as undoubtedly I ought) at the 
| honourable occaſion of your abſence, and in 
which you military conduct and ſucceſs has 
procured you t c illuſtrious title: of Imperator. 
Nen, I muſt repeat it again, it is ow- 
this circumſtance, that you have not re- 
ed far more ab nt and efficacious fruits 
; of that friendſhip, to with you have ſo undiſ- 
puted a claim. Mar, I ſhould moſt 
ſtrenuouſly have united xith you in taking juſt 
vengeance on thoſe whoſe ill offices you have 
experienced, partly in reſentment of your hav- 
ing ſupported and protected me in my adver- 
ſity, and partly as they envy you the glory of 
ſo generous an action. One of them, however, 
has ſufficiently anticipated our revenge, and 
drawn down by his own hands the chaſtiſe- 
ment he merits from ours. The . I mean 


4 - 
V 


IN | 
JA, 


of Hiſtory is akogodies alent as to the occaſion upon 
which Lentulus 1 po by bis army with this title. 


is 


Boon IL | 8 CICERO 


is that man who has ever - diſtinguiſhed himſelf A. U. 6997 


by oppoſing his benefactors, and who, after 
having received from you the higheſt ſervices, 
ſingled you out as the object of his impotent 
malice. This man, in conſequence of being 
detected in his late infamous attempts, has en- 
tirely and irretrie vably loſt at once both his 
honour and his liberty. As to yourſelf, tho' I 
had much rather you ſhould gain experience by 
my misfortunes than your o; yet it affords 
me ſome conſolation under your preſent diſap- 
pointment', that you have not paid ſo ſevere 
a fine as I did, for being taught the little de- 
pendence there is upon the profeſſions of the 
world. A reflection this, which may very 
properly ſerve as an introduction to the ac- 
count you require of the motives of my late 
tranſactions. : 
© You are informed then, it VT ae 1 am 
reconciled with Cæſar and Appius“: a ſtep, 
you aſſure me, which you do not diſapprove. 


2 The conjefure of Manutios eme highly probable, 
that the perſon to whom Cicero alludes is Caius Cato, 
| Whoſe ill offices to Lentulus have been often mentioned 

in the precedin letters. But what the ſecret. practices 
were which had been diſcovered ſo much to _ * 
is a 23 in which hiſtory does not afford 2 


n not obtaining the commiſſion to replac 


Nene, 
on his throne. 


+ He was embroiled with A pius, as being the bro- 
Bur 


cher of his inveterate enemy, Clodius. 


nothing certainly could diſcover more meanne 
than thus, in compliance with thoſe in power, not only 
to defend Vatinius as an advocate, but to bear public 
. teſtimony likewiſe to his general good. conduct. Some 
colourable excuſe indeed may be given for the former, 

29 Gonddlcring it in the light which Valerius Maximus 
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0 Bur you are at a loſs to gueſs what reaſons could 


only as an advocate, but as erties in is 


vor. To ſet this matter in the cleareſt light, 


it will be neceflary to trace haak the motivesof 
my conduct to their originai2z4burce. Let me 
obſerve then, my Lentulns, that when I was 
eee e, e Rs RISEN 5 


friends dee oat but 23 


wealth in general. And as you had a right to 
the beit m of a affection e 


N 5 Tt was cuſtomary at EER for the 9 arraigned 


to * witneſſes to his character, who were called 


: and ten was the number requiſite for this 
props __— Vatinius was tribune of the people in the con. 
late of Czſar, and had been in the number of Cicero'z 


moſt inveterate enemies, as he was his conſtant e 


like wiſe in politics. He was a man of a moſt abandoned 


character, and whoſe perſon (as Paterculus aſſures us) was 


not leſs deformed than his mind, A very learned and K 


lite author, whoſe juſt eſteem for Cicerb' writings 


| betrayed him, perhaps, into ſome partiality towards his 


actions, acknowledges that © the defence of Vatinius gave 

6 2 plauſible handle for fome cenſure ——4 

truth of it is, the cenſure was more t I for 
of ſpirit 


placed it; as an inſtance of Cicero's generoſity 


; | —_— his enemies: but the latter ſeems to ſtand be- 


1 2 
c 36, 4 , c . » 
#. þ ; * 2 + $ * 
* * ” for : 
* 
- 6 , 

Sore 7 1 
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the reach even of a 


Mr 1 ii. 
Fal. Max. i Vs 2. 
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than ordinary due from me to my country, 


which had ſo ſingularly co- operated with you 


tunity, during your conſulate, of publifly de- 
claring theſe my ſentiments in the ſenate: as 1 


always, you well know, expreſſed myſelf to the 


ſame purpoſe in our private converſations. Ne- 
yertheleſs, I had many reaſons at that time to 


be highly diſguſted. 1 could not, in truth, 


but obſerve the diſguiſed malice of ſome and 
the coolneſs of others, when you were endea- 
vouring to procure adecree for reſtoring the in- 


ſcription of that honourable monument of my 
public ſervices, which had been erected by the 


ſenate®. But it was not only in this inſtance 
that thoſe who had many obligations to concur 
in your good offices towards me, acted a part I 
had little reafon to expect. They looked in- 
deed with much ungenerous indifforence on the 


The expreſſion which Cicero makes uſe of in this 
place is ambiguous : zeque de monumentis meis ab 15 adju- 
tus es, &c. The commentators have ſuppoſed that this re- 
lates to Cicero's houſe : but Mr: Roſs; with much greater 
probability, imagines it alludes to the Atrium Libertatis, 
Which had been erected by order of the ſenate as a me- 
- morial of Cicero's ſervices in reſcuing the commonwealth 

from the dangerous conſpiracy of Catiline, For Clodius 
had eraſed the original inſcription, and placed his own 
name in its ſtead, See zem. 27. on this letter, 
Vor. L > "RO _ cruel 


* 
o 


i61 


for the diſtinguiſhed, part you acted in that af- fl U. 699. 
fair; ſo I thought there was ſomething more 


, 
4 
* 
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A. U. 699. cruel outrage which was offered to my brother 
— and myſelf under our own roofꝰ: and the eſtimate 
they made in purſuance of the ſenate's order of 

the damages I had ſuſtained by theſe acts of vio- 

lence, was far unequal to my real loſs*. This 

laſt article of their injuſtice, tho? leaſt indeed in 

my concern, I could not but very ſenſibly feel 

- amidſt the general wreck of my fortunes. But 


1 Clodius, after having procuredalaw which declared it 
treaſon to vote or take any ſtep towards recalling Cicero 
from his baniſhment, proceeded to pillage and burn all his 

| houſes both in town and country. Cicero, however, being 

reſtored in the manner which he himſelf will relate in a 
ſubſequent part of this letter, the ſenate decreed that his 
houſes ſhould be rebuilt at the public expence. But while 

the workmen were employed on his Palatine houſe, and 
had carried it up almoſt to the roof, Clodius made a fe. 
cond attack, and, after driving them off, ſet fire to the 
a dee ue, OP which belonged to Cicero's brother, and 
wherein he himſelf likewiſe at that time was; ſo that 
they were both obliged to make their eſcape with the 
utmolt precipitation. Ad Att. iv. Orat. poſt. red. 

8 His houſe upon the Palatine hill in Rome, together 
with his Tuſculan and Formian villas were jointly eſti. 
. mated at 22,000l. a valuation univerſally condemned 2 

extremely unequitable. But © thoſe who had clipt his 
ec wings (as he expreſſes himſelf in a letter to Atticus 
ce upon this occaſion) were not diſpoſed they ſhould grow 
again.“ It ſeems highly probable that Lentulus . 
ſelf was in this number: as it appears by a letter of out 
author to his brother, that he had reaſons to be diſſatis- 
fied with his conduct towards him. But tho? in the paſ- 
ſage before us he ſpeaks of the injuſtice that had been 
done him, as ariſing ſolely from thoſe who were con- 
cerned with Lentulus in taking an eſtimate of his loſſes; 
yet at the ſame time he expreſſes himſelf in ſuch a man- 


ner, as to throw a very artful reproach upon the latter. 
? 5 Ad Att. iv. 2. Ad . F. ii. 2. ; 


tho 


Boox II. SY or CICERO. 
tho theſe mortifying marks of their diſpoſition 


towards me were much too notorious to eſcape 
my obſervation; they could not efface the more 
' agreeable impreſſions of their former friendſhip. 
For this reaſon, notwithſtanding thoſe high ob- 
ligations I had to Pompey, of which you your- 
ſelf were witneſs, and have often mentioned ; 
notwithſtanding alſo the affection and eſteem 
which I always entertained for him, yet I fill 
firmly adhered to my political principles: nor 
ſuffered theſe conſiderations of private amity to 
influence me in favour of his public meaſures. 
Accordingly, when Vatinius (who at the trial of 
P. Sextius? was examined as a witneſs againſt 
him) intimated that Cæſar's ſucceſſes had re- 
conciled me to his party ; I told him, in the 
preſence of Pompey, that I preferred the fate 
of Bibulus, unhappy as he might eſteem it, to 
all the ſplendid triumphs of the moſt victorious 
general. I aſſerted likewiſe upon another 


9.00 Sextius was a tribune of the people A. U. 696, 


ein the conſulſhipot Lentulus, and a great inſtrument in 
© reitoring Cicero. He reſiſted the faction of Clodius by 
© force of arms, and was, upon that account, in the. fol- 
«lowing year, accuſed of public violence by M. Tullius 
« Albinovanus. Cicero defended him in an excellent 
* oration, which is ſtill extant, and he was acquitted by 
© the ſuffrages of all the judges.. Mr. Kofs. 

10 M. Calpurnius Bibulus was joint conſul with J. Cæſar 
A. U. 694. The ſenate ſecured the election of the former, 
in order to his being a check to the ambitious defigns of 


Mz | occaſion 
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A. U. 699. occaſion (and aſſerted too in the hearing of 
VN Pompey) that the fame perſons who confined 
Bibulus to his houſe, had driven me from mine, 
Indeed, the whole ſeries of thoſe interroga- 
tories which J put to Vatinius at this trial, 
was entirely deſigned as an invective againſt his 
tribunate : and I particularly expoſed, with 
much freedom and indignation, his contempt 
of the Auſpices, his corrupt diſpoſal of foreign 
Kingdoms", together with the reſt of his 


his colleague: and it was thought of ſo much importance 
to the republic that he ſhould be choſen, that even Cato 
did not ſcraple upon this occafion to employ methods 
of bribery for that purpoſe. But Bibulus, after many vain 
efforts of patriotiſm, and being groſsly inſulted in the 
forum by Gofar's mob, at length withdrew from the func. 
tions of his office, and voluntarily confined himſelf (a 
Suetonius relates) to his own houſe ; tho' by the expreſ. 
fion which Tully here uſes, it rather ſeems as if Czfar 
had employed ſome force in keeping him there. After 
which, as the ſame hiſtorian informs us, Cæſar governed 
the republic without control. Sxe:, af bop Ce/ar. c. 20. 
Cicero, inſtead of examining Vatinius upon the 
facts in his evidence againſt Sextius, put to him a ſeries 
« of queſtions in ſuch an artful manner, that he expoſed 
« all the intrigues and iniquity of his tribunate. This 
« examination is ſtill extant, under the title of Intern. 

« gatio in Vatinium. Mr. Rofs. | | 
12 It is wholly uncertain to what particular facts Cicero 
alludes, when he imputes to Vatinius what he calls the 4 
natio reguorum: however, by comparing this expreſſion with 
the oration to which it refers, and with a paſſage in a let. 
9 ter to Atticus, it ſeems probable that Vatinius, when hs 
was tribune, had been bribed to procure a confirmation 
from the poopie of ſome diſputed regal title, or perhaps 
to obtain aſſiſtance from the republic in transferring a con- 
teſted crown from its rightfol oſſeſſor into the hands of 
an uſurper. It is certain, at leaf, that ſuch unworthy me- 


violent 


* 


violent and illegal proceedings. But it was A. U. 699, 
not only upon this occaſion. that I ſpoke thuy "= 
unreſervedly: I frequently avowed my ſenti» 
ments with the ſame reſolute ſpirit in the ſe- 
nate. Thus when Marcellinus and Philip« 
pus were * conſuls, I carried a motion that 
the affair of the Campanian lands ſhould be 
referred to the re-conſideration of a full houſe'*, 
on the 1 5th of May following. Now tell me, 


* 


thods were frequently practiſed at this time, in order to 
gratify the inſatiable avarice and profuſion of theſe de- 
gene rate Romans. Orat. in Vatin. Ad Att. ii. . 

* They were conſuls A. U. 607. S 

73 The lands in Campania, a diſtrict in Italy, now called 
the Terradi lavoroin the kingdom of Naples, were partl ö 
appropriated to the uſe of the republic, and partly in pri- 
rate hands. Cæſar had procured a law for dividing the 
former among 25, ooo poor citizens: and for purchaſing 
the latter in order to diſtribute them in the ſame manner. 
Both theſe deſigns ſeem to have been very artfully calcu. 
lated by Cæſar to promote and facilitate his grand purpoſe 
of uſurping the ſupreme power. For by parcelling out 
theſe lands among the common people which belonged to 
the republic, he ſecured the populace to his intereſt, and 
at the ſame time deprived the government of thoſe yery 
conſiderable ſapphic ou of money and corn which it de- 


2 rived from its demeſnes in Campania: as on the other ſide, 

by purchaſing the remainder of theſe eſtates, he muſt ne- 

ro ceſſarily have weakened thoſe public treaſures which wer: | 
to. already much impoveriſhed, and conſequently wh th, | 
ith the commonwealth lefs capable of oppoſing bis ambitioug 

et. meaſures. Suet. in F. Cæſ. c. 20. Cic. Agrar. ii. 29. 

hs 1% A decree of the ſenate had not its complete force 

ion unleſs it paſſed in a full houſe; that is, when a compe- . 

aps tent number of the members wefe preſent. It ſeems by a 

of paſſage which Manutius quotes from Dio, I. 54. that be. 

0 


fore the times of Auguſtus, who made ſomealter#tionthere- 
in, the number requiſite to make an act valid was 400. 


Cy” my 


ne- 
ent 
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my friend, could I poſſibly have made a bolder 
or more formidable attack upon this party ? 
Could I poſſibly have given a more convincing 
evidence, that I had not departed from my old 
principles, notwithſtanding all I had formerly 
ſuffered for their ſake? The truth of it is, this 
motion greatly exaſperated, not only thoſe whom 
it was reaſonable to expect it would offend, 
but others upon whom I did not imagine it 


would have had any ſuch effect. Pompey, ſoon - 


after this decree had paſſed, ſet forward upon 
his expedition into Sardinia and Africa', with- 
out giving me the leaſt intimation of his being 
diſguſted. In his way thither he had a con- 
ference with Cæſar at Lucca, who made great 


* This expedition of Pompey into Sardinia and Africa, 
was in purſuance of the commiſſion with which he had 
been inveſted for ſupplying the public magazines with 
corn. See rem. 6. p. 56. of this vol. | | 

Lucca was a frontier town in Cæſar's province of 
Ciſalpine Gaul, adjoining to Italy: it ſtill ſubfiſts under 
the ſame name, and is a celebrated republic. It was Cæ. 
far's policy, at the end of every campaign, to fix his win. 
ter-quarters as near Italy as poſſible, in order to be within 
obſervation of what paſſed at Rome. A numerous court 
was immediately formed around him in theſe places of his 
refidence, confiſting of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons in 
Rome and the neighbouring provinces : and no leſs than 


200 ſenators have been obſerved among his attendants 


upon theſe occaſions. Candidates for offices ; young men 
who had run out their eftates ; and, ina word, all whoſe 


affairs of any kind were embarraſſed, flocked to him in 


theſe cities: and by liberal conceſſions to their reſpective 


wants and intereſts, he ſtrengthened his faction and for- 


com- 


* Py my 
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ſeems, been informed of it by Craſſus at Raven- 


na*; who took that opportunity of incenſing 


him againſt me. - And it appeared afterwards 
that Pompey was likewiſe much diſſatisfied upon 
the ſame account. This I learnt from ſeyeral 
hands, but particularly from my brother, who 
met him in Sardinia, a few days after he had 
left Lucca. Pompey told him he was extremely 


glad of that accidental interview, as he wanted 
much to talk with him. He begun with fay- 
ing, that as my brother ſtood engaged* for 
my conduct, he ſhould expect him to exert all 


his endeavours to influence me accordingly. 
Pompey then proceeded very warmly to re- 
monſtrate againſt my late motion 1n the ſenate ; 
reminding my brother of his ſervices to us both, 


and particularly of what had paſſed between 
them concerning Cæſar's edicts, and of thoſe _ 


warded his grand enterpriſe. It ESSE thus (as the judi- 
cious Plutarch obſeryes) he had the addreſs to employ the 
forces of the republic againſt Gaul, and the ſpoils of Gaul 


r 7M the republic. Plaut. in Ce/. & Pomp. Suet, in 
4 | | 


* Acity in Cifalpine Gaul, ſtill ſubſiſting under the ſame 
name in the Pope's dominions. 

This alludes to thoſe engagements which Quintus Ci- 
cero entered into in behalf of dis brother, in order to in- 
duce Pompey to favour his recal from baniſhment. And 
. by what follows, that he promiſed on the part 
0 


icero an unlimited reſignation to the meafures of that 
ambitious chief. | Fa 


M4 aſſurances, 


„ 
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A. U. 699. affurances, he ſaid, my brother had given him 
of the meaſures I would purſue with reſpect to 
that article. He added, that my brother himſelf 
was a witneſs that the ſteps he had formerly 
taken for procuring my recal, were with the 
full conſent and approbation of Cæſar. Upon 
the whole, therefore, he entreated him, if it were 
either not in my power or my inelination to 
ſupport the intereſt and dignity of the latter, 
that he would at leaſt prevail with me not to 
oppoſe them. The account which my brother 
gave me of this converſation, together with a 
meſſage I had before received from Pompey by 
Vibullius, to requeſt that I would not proceed 
any farther in the affair of the Campanian lands 
till his return, threw me into a very ſerious train 
of reflections. I could not but think, after 
having performed and ſuffered ſo much for my 
country, that I might now at leaft be permit- 
ted to conſider what was due to gratitude and 
to. the honour of my brother: and as I had 
ever conducted myſelf with integrity towards 

the public, I might be allowed, I hoped, to act 
the ſame honeſt part in my more private con- 

nections“. | 


75 The deftruRive views of Cæſar in procuring the law 
in queſtion, have been already conſidered in theſe notes: 
weak therefore, undoubtedly, is the reaſon which Cicero 


During 
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During the time I was engaged in theſe votes . U. 699. 
and other proceedings with which Pompey ap- 
peared thus diſſatisfied, I was informed of what | 
paſſed in the converſations of a ſet of men, 
whom you will now gueſs without my naming, 
This party, though they approved of my public 
meaſures, as being agreeable to what had eyer | 8 
been their profeſſed ſentiments; were yet ſo un- : 
generous as to expreſs great ſatisfaction in be- 
lieving, that my conduct would by no means 
oblige Pompey, at the ſame time that it would 
highly exaſperate Cæſar. Well might I reſent, 


here aſſigns, for renouncing an 77 ſo evidently im- 
portant to the true intereſt of his country. Had Cæſar 

and Pompey indeed been ever ſo much his real friends, no 

conſide rations of amity ought to have prevailed with him 

to haveacquieſced in a ſcheme, which was contrary tothe 

ſentiments of all the real patriots of the republic, and con- 

trary likewiſe to his own : a ſcheme which he himſelf telle 

Atticus was formed for the deſtruction of the common. 

wealth. Ad Att. ii. 17. Had he attended to the indiſputable 

maxim which. he himſelf lays down in one cf his philoſo, 

phical treatiſes, it would have decided at once the conduct 

which became him to obſerve upon an occaſion, where 

private friendſhip interfered with more extenſive obliga- 

tions: Hic prima box in amicitia ſanciatur (lays he) ut ne- 

que rogemus res turpes, nec faciami's ragati. But the truth of | 
it is, privatefriendſhip was not concerned in the caſe : for | ] 
he well knew that neither Pompey nor Cæſar had any at- 

tachments to him of that kind. It was fear alone that | | 
determined his reſolution : and having once already ſuf. | 
fered in the cauſe of liberty, he did not find himſelf dif. | 
Poſed to be twice a Martyr. The awkward manner, 

however, in which he attempts tojuſtify himſelf through. 

cut this letter, very evidently ſhews how impoſſible it is 

to bid farewel to integrity with a good grace. ; 


indeed, 
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A. U. 699. indeed, ſo injurious a treatment; but much 
more when I ſaw them, even before my face, 
maliciouſly encouraging and carefling my avow- 
ed enemy ;- mine do I call him? Rather let 
me ſay an enemy to the laws and tranquillity 
of his country, and to every character of worth 
and virtue amongſt us. | 
Their male volence, however, had not the 
effect they intended, and it could not warm me 
into thoſe tranſports of indignation, of which 
my heart is now, indeed, no longer ſuſcepti- 
ble. On the contrary, it only induced me to 
examine my ſituation in all its various circum- 
ſtances and relations, with the greateſt cool- 
. neſs and impartiality: the proceſs and reſult of 
which I will lay before you, in as few words as 
I am able. 

There have been times, as experience no leſs 
than hiſtory has taught me, when the power of 
the commonwealth was in worthleſs and wicked 
hands. In ſuch a conjuncture, no hope of in- 
tereſt (which I have at all times moſt heartily 
contemned) nor fear of danger (which, up- 

on ſome occaſions, howe Fer, has influenced the 
greateſt minds) ſhould prevail with me to co- 
operate in their meaſures :.no not though | 
were attached to them by the ſtrongeſt ties of 
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Hol elende 


Pompey's diſtinguiſhed character preſides over 


the republic; a man who has acquired that 


eminence of power and honour by the moſt he- 
roic actions, and the moſt ſignal ſervices; I 
could not imagine it would be imputed to me 
as a levity of diſpoſition, if in ſome few in- 
ſtances I declined a little from my general max- 

ims, and complied with his inclinations”. But 
my juſtification, I thought, would till riſe in 
ſtrength, when it ſhould be remembered 
that I favoured his credit and dignity even from 
the earlieſt part of my life; as I particularly 
promoted them in my pretorſhip and conſu- 
late: when it ſhould be remembered, that he 
not only, aſſiſted me with his vote and his influ- 


ence in the ſenate during my adverſity, but 


17 It appears by what has already been remarked, that 
Cicero's compliance can by no means be conſide red in the 
favourable light in which he here repreſents it; but was in 
reality a conceſſion moſt injurious to his honour and fatal 
to the liberties of Rome. It is certain likewiſe, that it 
was not from any advantageous opinion of Pompey's 
political character and deſigns, that he was induced to fall 
in with his meaſures. On the contrary, Cicero moſt un- 
doubtedly had no efteem for him-; and as to his political 
views, he ſaw and acknowledged long before the date of 
this letter, that they were turned on the deſtruction of 
the republic, Ownkoyupevuys (ſays he in one of the epiltles. 
toAt ticus) Tvgarida. ouoxiualera ; as in another written upon 
the breaking out of the civil war, he calls him Haminem 
#ToAiT1xoT&Toy, A man utterly unacquainted with the arts 


of government, Ad Att. ii. 17. viii, 16. See remark 
4+ P · 27. vol. ii, a EY, | 
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A. U. 699. joined his counſels and his efforts with yours, 
for the ſame generous. purpoſe : in a. word, 
when it ſhould be remembered, that he has no 
other enemy in the whole commonwealth, - 
except the man who is my profeſſed adverſa- 
ry*. In conſequence. of theſe: ſentiments, it 
was abſolutely neceſſary for me, you ſee, to 
unite with Cæſar, as one who was joined in the 
ſame views and the ſame intereſt. His friend- 
ſhip likewiſe, which, you are ſenſible, my bro- 
ther and I have long ſhared, together with his 
humane and generous diſpoſition which I have 
abundantly experienced both by his late letters 
and his good offices towards me, contributed 
greatly to confirm me in theſe reſolutions. To 
which I muſt add, that the commonw ah in 
| general ſeemed to be moſt ſtrongly averſe from 
giving any oppoſition to theſe extraordinary 
men: more efpecially after Cæſar had perform- 
ed ſuch great and glorious exploits for the 
honour of his country. But what had ſtill a 
farther and very powerful weight in my deli- 
berations, was Pompey's having engaged his 
word for me to Cæſar; as my brother had given 
the ſame aſſurances to Pompey. | 
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8 Clodius, after having driven Cicero out of Rome, 
ente red moſt ſtrenuouſly into the oppoſition againſt Pom- 
pey and Cæſar. Manutius. See below, rem. 24. 
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im in his divine writings, that '* the people 


ce generally model their manners and their ſen= 
cc timents by thoſe of the great: a maxim 


which at this juncture, I thought, merited my 
particular attention. I was convinced indeed 


ol its truth, when J reflected on the vigorous 
feſolutions which were taken in the ſenate, on 


the memorable ** Nones of December: and it 
ſeemed no wonder ſo noble a ſpirit ſhould 
appear in that affembly, after the animating 
example I had given them upon my firſt en- 
tering on the conſular office. I reflected alſo, 
that during the whole time which intervened 
between the expiration of my conſulſhip, and 
that of Cæſar and Bibulus“, when I till re- 
tained a very conſiderable authority in the ſe- 
nate, all the better part of the republic were 
united in their ſentiments. © On the other hand, 


10 The fifth. It was on this day, in the conſulſhip of 
Cicero and Antonius A. U. 690, that the ſenate came to a 
reſolution of inflicting capital puniſhment on all theſe who 
were concerned in Cataline's confpiracy : And it is cer- 
* tain (as the learned and polite hiſtorian of Cicero's life 
© obſerves) that Rome was indebted to him on this day 
« for one of the greateſt deliverances which it had ever 
© received ſince its foundation; and which nothing ee 
haps but his vigilance and ſagacity could have ſo hap- 
© pily effected. Vol. i. 231. | | 

Cicero was choſen conſul in the year of Rome 690. 
Cæſar and Bibulus in the year 694+ x 


about 


| 173 
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A. U. 699, about the time you took poſſeſſion of your go- 
. —  vernment. in Spain, the commonwealth could 
not ſo properly be ſaid to be under the admi- 
niſtration of conſuls, as of infamous barterers 
of provinces”, and the mean vaſſals and mi- 
niſters of ſedition. It was then that diſcord 
and faction ſpread thro' all ranks amongſt us: 
and I was marked out as the victim of party 
rage. In this critical ſeaſon, however, not only 
every man of worth, but the greater part of 
the ſenators,” and indeed all Italy in general, 
roſe up with remarkable unanimiry in my 
cauſe**. What the event proved, I forbear to 


21 The conſuls to whom Cicero alludes, are Lucius 
Calpurnius Piſo, whoſe daughter Cæſar had married; and 
Aulus Gabinius, a dependent and favourite of Pompey, 
They ſucceeded Cæſar and Bibulus in this office in 695, 
the year when Cicero went into exile. © Clodius ſecured 
them to his meaſures by a private contract to procure 
for them, by a nan roms the people, two of the belt 
« governments of the empire: Piſo was to have Mace. 
40 Jonks, with Greece and Theſſaly ; Gabinius, Cilicia, 
c For this price they agreed to ſerve him in all his de. 
*« ſigns, particularly in the oppreſſion of Cicero.“ Mid. 

alet. Life of Cic. i. 336. 2 5 | | 
22 « Clodius procured a law, importing, that auheever 

„ had taken the life of a citizen uncondemned and without a 

trial, ſhould be prohibited from fire and water. Tho' Ci. 
tc cero was not named, yet he was marked out by this 
« law. His crime was, he putting Cataline's accomplice 
ce to death; which, tho' not done by his fingle authority, 
but by a general vote of the ſenate, and after a ſolemn 
« hearing and debate, was alledged to be illegal, and con- 
"© trary to the liberties of the people. Cicero, finding 
© himſelf thus reduced to the condition of a criminal, 
changed his habit upon it, as was uſual in the caſe of 
men- 


g'* 
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complication of errors and artifices. But this 
I will ſay, it was not forces, ſo much as leaders 
to conduct them, that were wanting to me at 


may juſtly fall on thoſe who refuſed me their 


miſed it and then deſerted me, are not leſs to 
be blamed**. In a word, if ſome of my friends 
may well be reproached for the timid, tho” ſin- 
. cere, counſels they gave me; how much more ſe- 


« a public impeachment ; and appeared about the ſtreets 
e in a mourning gown to excite the compaſſion of his 
« fellow-citizens: whilſt Clodius, at the head of his mob, 
« contrived to meet and inſult him at every turn. But 
Cicero ſoon gathered friends. enough to ſecure him 
« from ſuch inſults ; and the whole body of the knights, 
© together with the young nobility to the number of 
« 20,000, headed by Craſſus the ſon, all changed their 
habit, and perpetually attended him about the city to 
„ implore the protection and aſſiſtance of the people. 
Plut. in Cic. Orat. pa red. Midalet. life of Cic. 1. 340. 

23 In this number was Pompey himſelf, who tho? he had 
given Cicero the moſt ſolemn aſſurances that he would, at 
the hazard of his life, protect him againſt Clodius; yet 


promiſe, he treated him with much rudeneſs as wel as 
great treachery, and abſolutely refuſed to concern himſelf 
in the affair. 4d Art. ii. 20. x. 4. It ſeems altogether 


of his apology; ſo far I mean, as he intended to juſtify 
his conduct by his friendſhip to Pompey. For it ex- 

ceeds all power of credulity to imagine, that he could 
really be influenced by a motive of that kind with reſpect 
to a man, whoſe inſincerity he had ſo lately and ſo ſevere. 
ly experienced, 1 | 


this criſis. I'muſt add, that whatever cenſure . 


aſſiſtance ; moſt certainly they who firſt pro- 


when afterwards our author ſolicited the execution of this 


unaccountable that Cicero ſhould be ſo injudicious as to 
touch upon a circumſtance that deſtroys. the whole force 


vere. 
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mention: as in truth it is to be imputed to a A. U. 699. 
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A. U. 699. vere muſt their condemnation prove, who art- 


Y 
b Ly 


1 Cicero. 


fully alarmed me with their pretended fears? 
Let it be noted at the ſame time to my ho- 


nour, that zealous as my fellow-citizens ſnewed 


themſelves to riſe up in the defence of a man 
who had formerly ſtood forth in theirs; yet! 
would not ſuffer them to be expoſed (unſup- 


ported as they were by thoſe who ought to have 
been their protectors) to the barbarous inſults 


of a lawleſs banditti. On the contrary, I ra- 
ther choſe the world ſhould judge by the power 
of my friends in recalling me from my exile, 


what their honeſt unanimity could have effected, 


had] permitted them to have drawn their ſwords 
to prevent it. 


Jou were ſenſible of this general zeal in my 
favour, when you undertook my cauſe : and 


you not only encouraged, but confirmed it, by 
your influence and authority. I ſhall always 
moſt 'willingly acknowledge, that you were 
aſſiſted upon this occaſion by ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable perſons in Rome“; who, it muſt 


44 Clodius was ſo elated with his ſucceſs againſt Cicero 


that he had no ſooner driven him out of Rome, than be 


conceived hopes of rendering himſelf no leſs formidable to 


Ceæſar and Pompey. Accordingly he entered into an open 
_ oppoſition againſt them both; which he carried on with 


fo much warmth and petulance, that at length they found 
it expedient for their purpoſes to mortify him by recalling 


be 
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vigour in procuring my return, than in prevent- 
ing my baniſhment. . And had they perſiſted 
in the ſame reſolute diſpoſition, they might have 
recovered their own authority at the ſame time 
that they obtained my reſtoration. The ſpirits, 
in truth, of the ariſtocratical part of the re- 
public were at this juncture greatly raiſed and 
animated, by the inflexible patriotiſm of your 
conduct during your conſulſhip, together with 


= Pompey's concurrence in the ſame meaſures. 


Cæſar likewiſe, when he ſaw the ſenate diſtin- 
ouiſhing his glorious actions by the moſt fingu- 
lar and unprecedented honours, joined in adding 
weight to the authority of that aſſembly. Had 
theſe happy circumſtances therefore been rightly 
improved, it would have been impoſſible for 
any ill-deſigning citizen, to have violated the 
laws and liberties of the commonwealth. But 
let me entreat you to reflect a moment on the 
| ſubſequent conduct of my political affociates. 
In the firſt place, they ſcreened from puniſh- 
ment that infamous intruder on the matron- 
myſteries, who ſhewed no more reverence for the 
awful ceremonies of the goddeſs in whoſe ho- 
nour theſe ſacred ſolemnities are celebrated, than 
for the chaſtity of his three ſiſters*, And thus 


25 Clodius (as Plutarchrelates the ſtory) bad an intrigue | 
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A. U. 699. by preventing a worthy tribune of the people 
— from obtaining that juſtice upon Clodius which 
he endeavoured to procure, they deprived future 

times of a moſt ſalutary example of chaſtiſed 
ſeditionzs. Did not they ſuffer likewiſe that 


with Pompeia, Cæſar's wife: but as he could not eafily 
gain acceſs to her, he took the opportunity while ſhe wa 
celebrating the myſteries of the bond Dea at her own houſe, 
to enter diſguiſed ma woman's habit. While he was wait. 
ing in one of the apartments for Pompeia, he was diſco. 
vered by a maid ſervant of Czſar's mother: who imme. 
diately giving the alarm, he was driven out of this female 
aſſembly with great indignation.— The bena Dea, as the 
- ſame author informs us, was ſuppoſed to have been a Dry 
with whom the God Faunus had an amour. Theſe rite 
were held in the higheſt veneration, and conducted with the 
moſt profound ſecreſy. They were celebrated annually by 
women at the houſe of the conſul or prætor, and it was not 
lawful for any male to be preſent. Seneca tells us, they 
carried this precaution ſo far, that if there happened to 
be a picture of any male animal in the room where theſe 
3 myſtic ceremonies were performing, it was thought ne. 
| ceſſary it ſhould be veiled. Plut. in Cæſ. Sen. ep. 97. 

Clodius was ſuſpected of having a criminal commerce 

with his three fiſters. | EI Ph 

26 Lentulus immediately upon entering on his conſular 

office, A. U. 696. moved the ſenate that Cicero might be 

reſtored ; in which he was ſeconded by Pompey with much 

zeal, and the whole houſe unanimouſly concurred in the 

motion. Serranus, however, a tribune of the people, in- 

„ terpoſing his negative, no deoree could paſs at that time: 
5 nevertheleſs it was with one conſent reſolved, that on the 
» 22d. of the ſame month, a law ſhould be propoſed to the 
people for Cicero's recal. When the appointed day ar. 
rived, the friends of Cicero found the Forum in the pol. 
ſeſſion of Clodius, who had planted his mob there over-night 
in order to prevent the promulgation of this law, A ver) 
bloody ſkirmiſh enſued, in which feveral lives were loft and 
many other outrages committed: in conſe uence of which, 
Clodius was impeached by Milo as adiſturber of the public 
peace, But Metellus, the colleague of Lentulus, together 
with Appius the prztor, and Serranus the tribune, deter. 
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monument, that glor ious monument, which Was A. U, 699. 
erected, not indeed with the ſpoils I had gained 
in foreign wars, but by the generoſity of 

the ſenate for my civil ſervices ; did they not 

moſt ſhamefully ſuffer it to be inſcribed- with 

| the name of the cruel and avowed enemy of 

his country ? Obliged, moſt certainly, I am to 

them for having reſtored me to the common- 
wealth: but I could wiſh they had conducted 
themſelves, not only like phyſicians whoſe views 
terminate merely in the health of their patients, 

but like the Aliptæ alſo who endeavour to 
eſtabliſh the ſpirits and vigour of thoſe under 

their care. Whereas they have acted with re- 


mined to ſcreen Clodius: and accordingly, by a moſt dan- 

erous exerciſe of their authority, they publiſhed their 
everal edicts commanding all farther proceedings in this 
proſecution to be diſ-ontinued. It was a very impolitic 
power (as a late ingenious writer upon government ob- 
ſerves) which was lodged in the tribunes, of thus prevent- 
ing the execution of the laws as well as the paſſing of 
them, and which cauſed infinite miſchiefs to the republic. 
Orat. pro Sext. 34, 357 41. L' Efprit des ix. i. 223. 

77 After the ſuppreſſion of Cataline's conſpiracy, the 
« ſenate decreed that a temple ſhould be erected to li. 
« berty, as a public monument of their late happy deli. 
« verance. This temple was raiſed at the foot of Mount 

„ Palatine, near Cicero's houſe. And as the inſcription' 

s fixed thereon, undoubtedly mentioned Cicero with 
* honour, Clodius eraſed thoſe words, and placed his 
* own name in their ſtead,”” M rats. 

33 The Aliptæ were perſons who prepared the bodies 
of the athletic combatants, by unions and other proper 
methods, for rendering them vigorous and active in their 
gy maaſtic exerciſes. 1 | 

NZ2 | gard 
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A. U. 699. gard to me, as Apelles did in relation to his ce- 
lebrated picture of Venus"? : they have finiſhed 

one - part of their work with great ſkill and 

accuracy, but left all the reſt a mere rude and 


imperfect ſketch. 

In one article, however, I had the ſatisfaction 
to diſappoint my enemies. They imagined my 
baniſhment would have wrought the ſame effe& 
on me, which they falſely ſuppoſed a calamity of 
a like kind produced forme Wn Quintus Metel- 
lus. This excellent perſon (whom I look upon 
to have been a man of the greateſt fortitude and 
magnanimity of any in his times) they repre- 


29 Apelles, one of the greateſt maſters of painting in 
ancient Greece, was a native of Coos, and flouriſhed inthe 
112thOlymp. or about 332 years before Chriſt. His prin. 

| cipal excellency conſiſted in the inimitable grace which 
diſtinguiſhed all his performances. Pliny the elder has, by 
a very ſtrong expreſſion, informed us of the amazing force 
of his 5 pinxit (ſays that author) gue pingi non pyſſun!, 
tonitrua, ſulgura et fulgetra. He could even convey Ideas 
which ſeemed impoſſible to be raiſed by colours, and ani. 
mate his ſublime pieces with all the terrors of thunder and 
lightning. His capital 1 was a figure of Ve. 
nus, which appears to have been at Rome in the times of 
Auguſtus. The lower parts of this picture being da- 
maged, no painter would venture to re- touch it. Some. 
thing of the ſame kind is mentioned to the honour of 
Raphael, whoſe paintings in the little Farneſe at Rome 
being ſomewhat ſpoiled, it was with the greateſt dif- 
_ culty that even Carlo Maratti was prevailed upon to re- 
ſtore them. Apelles began a ſecond figure of Venus 
which he intended ſhould excel his firſt : but he died be. 
fore he had proceeded any farther in that deſign than the 
head and ſhoulders, Qzmd#. xii. 10. Plin, . N. xxxv. 
10. Aęflex. ſur la Poe. et ſur la Peint. 


ſented 
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ſented as broken and diſpirited. after his return A.U. = 


from exile®”. But if broken he really were, it 


30 Q. Cæcilius Metellus was in the number of thoſe who 
oppoſed the faction of Caius Marius: in conſequence of 
which he was at length driven into exile. The immediate 
occaſion, however, of his ſentence was this: Saturninus, a 
tribune of the people, and creature of Marius, propoſed a 
law in the year 653, which, among other things, enacted, 
that © the ſenators ſhould ſwear to ratify whatever the 
ce people ordained. This oath Metellus, with the true 
ſpirit of ancient Rome, reſolutely refuſed to take : and 
when his friends repreſented to him the dangerous conſe- 

uences which would probably attend his perſevering in 
that honeſt reſolution, he nobly replied, it is the characte- 
riftic of a man of virtue and honour to at rightly, whatever 
conſequences may enſue. Accordingly a decree paſſed in an 
aſſembly of the people, for his baniſhment : and when his 
friends offered him their afliſtance to withſtand this piece of 
ublic injuſtice, he generouſly refuſed their aid: for, ſaid 
e, either public meaſures will be changed, and the people auill 


repent of the injury they have done ne; and then I hall be re. 


called with honour : or they auill continue in the ſame ſenti- 
ments ; and in that caſe baniſoment will be a happingſi. He 
greatly choſe therefore to withdraw himſelf from the de- 

ructive politics of his country; and retiring to Rhodes, 
he calmly ſpent his time in philoſophical ſtudies. His vir. 
tues, however, prevailed at laſt over the iniquity of his per- 
ſecutors, and he was reſtored to the republic notwithſtand- 


et honeftate interdicti; ego ＋ aqua neue igni careo, et ſum- 
9 could 


131 


132 


Tux LETTERS Book II. 


A. u. 699. could not be the effect of his adverſity: as it is 


certain he ſubmitted to his ſentence without the 
leaſt reluctance, and lived under it, not only 
with indifference, but with cheerfulneſs. The 


truth is, no man ever equalled him in the 


ſtrength and heroiſm of his mind; no, not even 
the celebrated Marcus Scaurus Neverthe- 


ma gloria fruniſcor, *© Whilſt my enemies, fays he, vainly 


4 hoped to baniſh me from the common benefits of ſociety, 


«© which however I ſtill enjoy, together with the higheſt 
« glory ; they have much more fi cerely baniſhed from 
cc their own breaſts all ſentiments of juſtice and honour.” 
One cannot but acknowledge with regret, that neither 
the enemies nor the friends of Cicero did him juſtice, 
when they compared him to Metellus ; for, beſides the 
great ſuperiority of the latter in the preſent inſtance, he 
upon all occaſions acted conſiſtently with his avowed po. 


litical principles, and preſerved an uniform and unſullied 


reputation to the end of his days. Plz. in vit. C. Mar. 
Ep. ad Att. i. 16. Orat. pro Balbo in. princip. Aul. Gel, 
Xxvii. 2. Sal. bel. Fugurth. 47. | 

31 M. Emilius Scaurus was advanced a ſecond time to 
the honour-of the conſular office in the year of Rome 646, 
having enjoyed that dignity eight years before, He is 
mentioned by Cicero among the orators of that age: but 


there was more of force and authority in what he delivered, 


than of grace in his manner, or elegance in his expreſſion. 
He was accuſed in his latter days of having carried on 
a traitorous correſpondence with Mithridates. The ſhort 


þ n_ which he made in his defence is extremely remark. 
able, and Fier one a lively image of that manly contempt 


with which a mind conſcious of its integrity ought ever to 
treat the calumnies of an accuſer hols known character 
affords the beſt and moſt expeditious antidote againſt his 
malice. The venerable old man ſtood forth in the midſt of 
the aſſembly, and N himſelf to the whole audience, 
ſpake to this effect: It is ſome what hard, my conntrymen, 
that I ſhould be obliged to give an account to the pre- 
cc ſent generation, of what I tranſacted before they — 
; | "= 4 | e 
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lefs, ſuch as they had heard, or at leaſt choſe A. U. 699. 


to imagine Metellus to have been, they figured — 


me to themſelves: or, if poſſible indeed, even 


yet more abject. The reverſe, however, proved 


to be the caſe: and that general concern which. 
the whole republic expreſſed at my abſence, in- 
ſpired me with more vigorous ſpirits than 1 


had ever before enjoyed. The fact is, that the 


ſentence of baniſhment againſt Metellus was re- 


pealed by a law propoſed only by a ſingle tri- 
bune of the people: whereas I was recalled from 
mine upon the motion of the conſul himſelf ®, 


and by a law in which every magiſtrate of Rome 


concurred. Let me add likewiſe, that each 


order and degree 1n the. commonwealth, headed 
by the ſenate, and ſupported by all Italy, zea- 


c born. But notwithſtanding the greater part If "this Af. 


te ſembly are too young to have been witneſſes of theſer. 
c vices and honours of my former life, I will venture to 
“e reſt the whole of my defence upon a fingle queſtion, 


% Varius, then, aſſerts, that Scaurus was bribed to betray 
© his country ; Scaurus, on the other hand, utterly denies 


te that he ever was tainted with a crime of this nature. 
e Now lay your hands upon your hearts, and tell me, my 
« fellow.citizens, to which of theſe two men you will give 
te credit ?* The people were ſo ſtruek with the honeſt fim. 


plicity of this ſpeech, that Scaurus was diſmiſſed with ho- 


nour, and his infamous accuſer hifſed out of the Aﬀembly : 
De clar. Orat. 110, 111. Fal. Mar. iii. 7. Saluft. bel. 
Jugurth, Orat, pro Fromeig. Ad. 1. in Verr, | 

2 Lentulus; the perſon to whom this letter is ad- 


* ; 6 jouſly 


* 
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A. U. 699. louſly united in one common effort for-:reco- 
vering me to my country. Yet high as theſe 
unexampled - honours were, they have never 
elated my heart with pride, or tempted me to 
aſſume an air which could give juſt offence even. 
to the moſt malevolent.of my enemies. The 
whole of my ambition is, not to be wanting 
either in advice or aſſiſtance to my friends; or 
even to thoſe whom J have no great reaſon to 
rank in that number. It is this, perhaps, which 
has given the real ground of complaint to thoſe 
who view only the luſtre of my actions, but can- 
not be ſenſible of the pains and ſolicitude they 
coſt me. But whatever the true cauſe may be, 
the pretended one is, my having promoted the 
honours of Cæſar: a circumſtance which they 
interpret, it ſeems, as a renunciation of my old 
maxims. The genuine motives however of my 
conduct in this inſtance are, not only what J 
Juſt before mentioned, but particularly what 1 
hinted in the beginning of my letzer a vil 
now more fully explain. 

Fou will not find then, my friend, the ariſto- 
cratical part of the republic diſpoſed to purſue 

the ſame ſyſtem as when you left them. That 

ſyſtem I mean, which I endeavoured to eſtabliſh | 
when I was conſul, and which, tho' afterwards 
occaſionally 
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overthrown, was again fully reſtored during 


to have ſupported it. I do not aſſert this upon 
the credit only of appearances, in which it is 


public proceedings of thoſe who were ſtyled pa- 
triots in my. conſulate. The general ſcheme of 


politics therefore being thus changed, it is 


time, moſt certainly, for every man of prudence 


(in which number I have the ambition to be 
| juſtly accounted) to vary likewiſe his particular 


plan. Accordingly, that chief and favourite 
guide of my principles whom I have already 
quoted, the divine Plato himſelf adviſes, not to 
preſs any political pointfartherthanis conſonant 


with the generalſenſe of the community: for me- 


thods of violence, he maintains, are no more to 
be uſed towards one's country, than one's parent. 
Upon this maxim, he tells us, he declined engag- 
ing in public affairs: and as he found the people 
of Athens confirmed by long habit in their miſ- 
taken notions of government, he did not think it 
lawful to attempt by force, what he deſpaired of 
effecting by perſuaſion. My ſituation, however, 
is in this reſpect different from Plato's: for on the 
One 


your adminiſtration. It is now however totally 
abandoned by thoſe who ought moſt ſtrenuouſly 


exceedingly eaſy to diſſemble: I ſpeak it upon 
the unqueſtionable evidence of facts, and -the 


| 16 
occaſionally interrupted, and at length entirely A. v. 655% 
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now enter upon them or not: ſo on the other, 
the Roman people are by no means fo incapable 


. of judging of their true intereſt as he repreſents - 
the Athenians. It is my happineſs, indeed, to be 


able by the ſame meaſures to conſult at once both 
my own and my country's welfare. To theſe 


3 Tf Cicero was ſincere in what he here aſſerted, and 
really imagined that by falling in with the ſchemes ofCz. 
far and Pompey, he could more effectually ſerve his coun- 
try, as well as himſelf ; his policy, as far as we can judge 

it at this diſtance, ſeems to have been very extraordinary, 
To have ſu | 
perhaps, have been a probable method of defeating the de. 
figns of 


dable a height, if they had not mutually afliſted 
in raiſing each other. But to join in their coalition, was in 
effect to be acceſſary in cementing an union moſt evidently 
calculated for the ruin of the commonwealth. This reaſon. 

ing is not built merely upon diſtant ſpeculation, but is ſu 
ported by the expreſs teſtimony of one who was not only 
an actor in this important ſcene, but well underſtood the 
plot that was carrying on. You are miſtaken (ſaid Cato 
ce to thoſe who were lamenting the breach that afterward: 
© happened between Pompey and Czfar) yon are miftaken 
«© in e our calamities on that event: they owe their 
ce riſe to another cauſe, and began, not when Pompey and 
« Cæſarbecame enemies, but hen they weremadefriends.” 
The difficulty of juſtifying Cicero in this meaſure grows 
ſtill ſtronger when it is remembered that he muſt have 
been ſenſible at this very time how much was to be dreaded 
from the power of theſe his pretended friends. For he 
aſſures Atticus inaletter which was written at the break- 
ing out of the civil war, that he foreſaw the ſtorm that had 
been gathering to deſtroy the republic, fourteen years be- 
fore it fell; and calls the union of theſe ambitions chiefs, 
fſeelerate conſenſioris fides, a wicked confederacy. To which 
| | conſiderations 


ES 


Book II. 


A. U. 699. one hand, as I liave already embarked in public 
> affairs, it is too late to deliberate whether I ſhould | 


rted the one in oppoſition to the other, might, 


h; as they could neither of them have advanced 
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cConſiderations I muſt add thoſe ebenen 205 A. U. 699. 
of generoſity, which Cæſar has exerted both to- 3 
wards my brother and myſelf: ſo much indeed | 
beyond all example, that even whatever had 
been his ſucceſs, I ſhould have thought it in- 
cumbent upon me, at leaſt to have defended 
him. But now, diſtinguiſhed as he is, by ſuch 

a wonderful ſeries of proſperity,” and crowned 

with ſo many glorious viRories, I cannot but 
eſteem it a duty which I owe the republic, ab- 
ſtrated from all perſonal obligations'to himſelf, 
to promote his honours as far as lies in my 
power, And belieye me, it is at once my con- 
feſſion and my glory, that next to you, together 
with the other generous authors of my reſtora- 
tion, there is not a man in the world from whom 
I have received ſuch amicable offices. 

And now, having laid before you the oi 

cipal motives of my conduct an general, I ſhall 
be the better able to ſatisfy you concerning my. 
behaviour with reſpect to Craſſus and Vatinius 
in particular: for as to Appius and Ceſar, 1 
have the pleaſure to find that you acquit me of 

all reproach. 


he adds, that 527 had upon all 8 dane the 
intereſt of their families, and the advancement of their 
power, to the honour and welfare of their — Plut, 


1 Un. Pomp. Ad Att. x. 4. 7 


N 
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A. U. 699. . My reconciliation then with Vatinius** was 
at effected by the mediation of Pompey, ſoon 
after the former was elected Prætor. I muſt 
confeſs, when he petitioned to be admitted a 
candidate for that office, I very warmly oppoſed 
him in the ſenate: but it was much leſs from 


, TT OG RES fa 


4 Some obſervations have already been made upon 
Cicero's conduct with regard to Vatinius; ſee remark the 
5th on this letter, np Es 

- 35 The paſſage in the 1 r it is acknowledged, does 
not abſolutely imply the ſenſe which is given to it in the 

tranſlation. It runs thus: cum quidem 550 ejas petitionen 

graviſſimis in ſenatu ſententiis oppugnaſſems But it ĩs not eaſy 
to conceive in what manner the competition between Cato 
and Vatinius in telation'to the office of Prztor, -could come 
before the ſenate, unleſs the authority of that aſſembly 
were ſome way neceſſary in nominating or recommending 
the candidates to the people. This interpretation ſeems 
to be favoured by a paſſage in one of Pliny*s letters. Mz: 
Suffragi (ſays he, ſpeaking of a friend for whom, not bein 
legally qualified to ſue for the Tribunate, he had Staines 
a diſpenſation from the Emperor for that purpoſe) Mes /f- 
Fragio pervenit ad jus Tribunatum petendi, quem niſi obtinet 
in ſenatu, vereir ne deceprſſe Ceſarem videar. ii. 9. That 
the Senate originally claimed this prerogative with reſpect 
to the election of kings, is indiſputable. Patres decreverunt 

(as Livy informs us) ut, cum papulus regem Julliſſet, id jc 

ratum efſet, fi patres auctore: fierent. i. 17. It is equally 
clear ikewiſe that the Senate 3 a privilege of the 

ſame kind after the republican government was eſtabliſhed; 
for Cicero taking notice in one of his orations of an unſuc. 
ceſsful attempt that had been formerly made by that auguſt 

Aſſembly in order to extend their power, adds; tum enim 

magiftratum nn gerebat is qui ceperat, fi patres auctores nom 

erant facti. Orat. pro Planc. 3. But the difficulty is, this 
ſpeech was delivered in the very ſame year in which the 
preſent letter was written; ſothat the paſſage.quoted from 
it ſeems to imply that no ſuch right ſubſiſted at the time 
under confideration: and indeed Dr. Chapman produces 
it in confirmation of this notion, (Eflay.on R. S. p. 31). 
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Soon after this, he was impeached: and it was 


Cæſar, that I undertook his defence. But you 
muſt not inquire why I appeared at this trial, 
or indeed at any- other of the ſame kind, as 


a witneſs in favour of the accuſed: left I 


ſhould hereafter have an opportunity of retort- 
ing the queſtion upon you. Tho' to ſay truth, 
I may fairly aſk it even now: for do you not 
remember, my friend, in whoſe behalf it was 
that you formerly tranſmitted certain honourable 


The diffiulty however, may, perhaps,, be ſolved by ſup- 
poſing that Cicero's meaning is to be taken reſtrictively, 
and that the prerogative of the Senate in the nomination of 
candidates for the ſeveral magiſtracies, or at leaſt in con. 
firming their election, was aboliſhed only with reſpect to the 
election of Ædiles, which it is certain he had principally 
in view; but remained, nevertheleſs, in its uſual force as 


to all others. Conjectures are allowable in points of ſo 


much obſcurity, and in which neithercritics nor commen- 
tators afford any light: but what ſolidity there may be in 


that which runs through the preſent remark, is ſubmitted 


to the judgment of more ſucceſsful inquirers. | 

* Cato, the year before the date of this letter, had ſoli. 
cited the Prætorſhip, in order to arm himſelf with the au- 
thorlty of that important office againſt the dangerous de- 
ſigns of Craſſus and Pompey ; who were at that time Con- 
ſuls. But they were too well aware of the honeſt purpoſes 
of this inflexible patriot, not to obſtruct his election: and 
accordingly they carried it againſt him in favour of the 
pliant and worthleſs Vatinius, whoſe pretenſions they ſup. 
ported by every infamous method of artifice, corruption, 
and violence, Plut, in vit. Caten. 


teſtimonials 


in compliance with the earneſt ſolicitation of 


189 


my reſentment to the man himſelf, than in order A. U. 699. 
to ſupport the honour and intereſt of Cato. 
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A.U. == teſtimonials even from the utmoſt limits of the 


Roman Empire? You need not ſcruple, how. 
ever, to acknowledge the fact: for I have acted, 
and ſhall continue to act, the ſame part toward 


thoſe very perſons. But to return to Vatinius: 


beſides the reaſons I have already aſſigned, J 
was provoked to engage in his defence, by an 
oppoſition of the ſame ſort which the paraſite 
recommends to the amorous ſoldier in the play”, 

The obſequious Gnatho, you know, adviſes his 
friend the captain whenever his miſtreſs endea- 


yours to pique his jealouſy by mentioning his 
rival Phædria, to play off Pamphila upon her 


in return. Thus, as I told the judges at this 
trial, ſince certain honourable petſons who were 


formerly much in my intereſt, had thought 


proper, by many little mortifying inſtances in 
the ſenate, to careſs my avowed enemy befor 
my face; I thought it but equitable to have 
a Clodius on my part, in oppoſition to the 
Clodius on their's. Accordingly 1 have upon 
many occaſions acted ſuitably to this declara- 
tion: and all the world acknowledges I have 
reaſon”. 


36 The Eunuch of Terence. 
37 The conduct of Cicero with regard to Vatinius ap. 


* 


= pears. by no means parallel with that of the ariſtocratic 


party towards Clodius. 'The latter was now at variance 


with Cæſar and Pompey: and it was undoubtedly a jul 
and rational policy to take Es of that diſſention, 


* 
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thoſe motives which determined me in reſpect 
to Craſſus. I was willing, for the fake of 
the / common cauſe, to bury in oblivion the 
many and great injuries J had formerly receive 
ed from him. Agreeably to this' diſpoſition, 
as we were then upon .good terms, I ſhould 
have borne his unexpected defence of Gabi- 
nius?, (whom he had very lately with fo much 


and endeavour by anartful management to gain him over 
to the cauſe of liberty. But 'Cicero's engaging in the 
ſuppott of Vatinius, cannot be juſtified by any political 
reaſons of this nature : and to ſpeak truth, it ſeems to 
be altogether without excuſe. For Vatinius was actu- 
ally 1n — with the enemies of his country : to eſ- 
pouſe his cauſe therefore was to ſtrengthen their faction, 
and ſacrifice public intereſt to private pique. 
3s Fee the remarks on the 7th letter of this B. parti- 
cularly rem. 6. and 9g. p. 128. F 

39 Aulus Gabinius was conſul the ſame year in which 
Cicero was ſo outrageouſly perſecuted þy Clodius ; with 
whom · (as has been obſerved in the notes above) Gabinius 
moſt zealouſly concurred. To give his character as Cicero 
himſelfhas drawn it in ſeveral ofhis orations, he was effe- 
minate in his mien, diſſolute in his principles, and a pro- 
feſſed libertine in every kind. After the expiration of his 
conſulate in 696 he went governor into Syria; from whence 
he was recalled the following year by a decree of the ſe- 
nate. Cicero ſpoke very warmly in favour of the decree ; 
and it is probable thatthediſpute here mentioned between 
him and Craſſus, happened in thedebates which aroſe upon 
this occaſion. Not many months after the date of this 
letter, Gabinius was impeached for mal-pratices durin 
the adminiſtration. of his proconſular government : = 
Cicero was now ſo entirely at the diſpoſal of Cæſar and 
Pompey, that, in compliance with their requeſt, he meanly 
undertook his defence. But it was not without great ſtrug- 


warmth 


Having thus explained my conduct with re- A. U. 699. 
gard to Vatinius, I will now lay before you 8 
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warmth oppoſed) if he had avoided all perſonal 
reflections on myſelf. But when, with the moſt - 


unprovoked violence, he broke in upon me 


whilſt I was in the midſt of my ſpeech ; I muſt 
confeſs it raiſed my indignation : and perhaps! 


took fire ſo much the ſooner, as poſſibly there 


ſtill remained in my heart ſome latent ſparks of 
my former reſentment. However, my | beha- 
viour in the ſenate upon this occaſion, was much 
and generally applauded. Among the reſt, I 


was complimented likewiſe by the ſame men 


whom [I have often hinted at in this letter; and 
who acknowledged I had rendered a very eſſen- 
tial ſervice to their cauſe, by that ſpirit which 
I had thus exerted. In ſhort, they affected to 
ſpeak of me in public, as being now indeed re- 
ſtored to the commonwealth in the beſt and 


gles with himſelf that he ſubmitted to an office ſo unwor- 
thy of his principles and bis character. However he en. 


deavoured to repreſent it to the world as an act of pure 


enerofity : and indeed the ſentiment with which he de- 
tended himſelf from the cenſure that paſſed upon him on 
this occaſion, is truly noble: Neue me vero panitet mor- 
tales inimicitias, ſempiternas amicitias habere, But Gabinius 
Was by no means entitled to the benefit of this generous 
maxim: nor was it true (as will inconteſtibly appear by 
a paſſage I ſhall preſently have occaſion to produce) that 
Cicero was governed by it in the caſe under conſidera- 
tion. Cicero's conduct indeed upon this occaſion is ſo 


- utterly inde fenſible, that his very ingenious and learned 
advocate, Dr. Middleton himſelf is obliged to confeſs, 


that it was “ contrary to his judgment, his reſolution, 


and his dignity.”” Orat. pro Sext. in Piſo de Prov. conſu- 


lar. pro Rabir. Plut. in wit. Caton. Uticin, Life of Cicer. II. 
121. $v0.\Ed:it, See remark 44 below. R 
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moſt glorious ſenſe. Nevertheleſs, they had the 


malice in their private converſations (as I was 


informed by perſons of undoubted honour): to 


it would fot ever throw me at a diſtance from 


expreſs ſingular ſatisfaction in the new variance 
that had thus happened between Craſſus and my- 
ſelf: as they pleaſed themſelves with imagining 
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thoſe who were joined with him in the ſame in- 


tereſt®; Pompey in the mean time employed 
incredible pains to cloſe this breach: and Cæſar 


alſo mentioned it in his letters, as an incident 
that gave him much concern. Upon theſe con- 


ſiderations therefore I thought it expedient to 
act agreeably both to the dictates of my natural 
temper, and to that experience which I had 
gained by my former misfortunes. In purſuance 
of theſe ſentiments, I conſented to a reconcile- 
ment: and in order to render it more con- 
ſpicuous to the world, Craſſus ſet out for his 
government“ almoſt from under my roof: for 


© Cæſar and Pompey. The former (who was undoubt- 
edly as much ſuperior to the reſt of his contemporaries in 
genius as in fortune) finding it neceſſary for his purpoſes 
that Craſſus and Pompey ſhould act in concert, procured 
a reconciliation between them: and by this means, ſays 
Plutarch, formed that invincible Triumvirate, which 
ruined the authority both of the Senate and the people; 
= - which he alone received the advantage: Plus. 
mur”fl<. 8 | 

*The province of Syria was allotted to Craſſus, for 
which he ſe 
his conſulate in the year 698; and from whence he never 
Vol. lu having 


FX 
J 


t out a month or two before the expiration of 
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A. U. 699. having invited himſelf to ſpend the preceding 
night with me, we ſupped together in the gardens 
of my ſon-in-law Craſſipes“. It was for theſe 
reaſons that I thought my honour obliged me'to 
defend his cauſe in the ſenate“: and J confeſs 
I mentioned him with that high applauſe, of 
Which, it ſeems, you have been informed. 
Thus I have given you a full detail of the 
ſeveral views and motives by which I am go- 
verned in the preſent conjuncture, as well as of 
the particular diſpoſition in which I ſtand with 
reſpect to the ſlender part Ican pretendto claim 
in the adminiſtration of public affairs. And, 
believe me, I ſhould have judged and acted 
entirely in the ſame manner, had I been totally 
free from every ſort of amicable bias. For, on 
the one hand, I ſhould have eſteemed it the moſt 
abſurd folly to have attempted to oppoſe fo ſu- 
perior a force; and on the other, ſuppoſing it 
poſſible, Iſhouldyet havedeemeditimprudent to 
weaken the authority of perſons ſo eminently and 
ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed in the commonwealth?, 
returned: as has already been obſerved in the notes on 
the 7th letter of this book, See p. 128, | 
E Theſe gardens were ſituated a ſmall diſtance from 
Rome, on the banks of the Tiber. Ad Au. iv. 12. 44 
L. F. ili. 7. | | þ 
See rem. 7. p. 128. of this vol. 720 
44. It will appear very evident, perhaps, from the fore. 
going obſervations, that what Cicero here aſſerts, could 


b | Beſides, 
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particular conjunctures, and not inflexibly pur- 
ſue the ſame unalterable ſcheme, when public 
circumſtances, together with the ſentiments of 
the beſt and wiſeſt members of the commu- 
nity, are evidently changed. In conformity to 


this notion, the moſt judicious reaſoners on the 
great art of government, have univerſally con- 


demned an obſtinate perſeverance in one uni- 
form tenor of meaſures. The ſkill of the pilot 
is ſhewn in weathering the ſtorm at leaſt, tho? 


not poſſibly be his real ſentiments, That it was not prac- 
ticable to bring down Cæſar and Pompey from that height 
of power to whichthey were now arrived, will not, proba- 
bly, be diſputed: tho? at the ſame time it is very difficult 
to ſet limits to what prudence and perſeverance may effect. 
This at leaſt ſeems undeniable, that if their power were 
abſolutely immoveable, Cicero's conduct was inthe num. 
ber of thoſe cauſes which contributed to render it ſo. 
However, one cannot but be aſteniſhed to find our author 
feriouſly maintaining, that granting it had not beenimpoſ.. 
ſible, it would yet have been impolitic, to have checked 
theſe towering chiefs in their ambitious flight. For it is 
plain from a paſſage already cited out of his letters to 
Atticus (ſee above, remark 33.) that helong foreſaw their 
immoderate growth of power would at laſt overturn the 
liberties of the commonwealth. It had already indeed 
deſtroyed his own: and this too by the confeſſion of him. 
ſelf. For inaletter which he writes to his brother, taking 
notice of the ſtrong applications that Pompey had made 
to him to defend Gabinius, he declares he neyer will 
comply with that unworthy requeſt, ſolong as he retained 
the leaſt ſpark of liberty. But comply however he ac- 
tually did: equally, in truth, to his own diſgace, and to 
the confutation of the doctrine he here advances. Ad 2, 
F. iii. 1, See remark 39. above. pe Tan Sag 


5 es 


of ſound policy, to act in accommodation to — 
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A.U. 699. he ſhould not gain his port: but if ſhifting his | 


/ 


Arrim, fed unde ſerrexerim. Ad Att. iv. 16. 


fails, and changing his direction will infallibly 
carry him with ſecurity into the intended har. 
bour ; would it not be an inſtance of moſt un- 
reaſonable tenaciouſneſs to continue in the more 
hazardous courſe wherein he began his voyage? 
Thus (and it'is a maxim I have often had oc- 
eafion to inculcate) the point we ought all of 
us to keep in view in our adminiſtration, of the 
commonwealth, is the final enjoyment of an 
honourable repoſe: but the method of ſecuring 
to ourſelves this dignity of retreat, is by hav- 
ing been invariable in our intentions for the 
public welfare, and not by a poſitive peſeve- 
rance in certain favourite modes of obtaining 
it“. To repeat therefore what I juſt now de- 


| clared; had I been abſolutely uninfluenced by 


every motive of friendſhip, I ſhould ſtill have 
purſued the ſame public meaſures in which I am 


| 45 The reafoning which Ciceto here employs is cer- 
2 juſt, confidered abſttactedly: but by no means a 


plicable to the preſent caſe. The queſtion between t 
ariſtocriticalparty, and thoſe who were favourers of Cæſar 
and Pompey, was, not what road ſhould be taken to the 
ſame bu 5 whether Rome ſhould be free or enſlaved. 
Let who would then have changed their ſentiments in 
this point, it became not the fer of his country to in- 
creaſe the number. But as Cicero acquired that 
honourable of all appellations, by Catiline, he loſt it again 
by Clodius; or to expreſs the ſame thing in his own 
words; non recordor (as he confeſſes to Atticus) unde ceci- 


4 


no 


3JßCCC CCC 


W 


Boon E f CICERO. 


of action to me, I cannot heſitate a moment 
in adopting it, efpecially ſince it appears moſt 


| conducive to the intereſts of the republic in ge- 


neral, as well as to my own in particular. To 
ſpeak freely, I act upon this principle ſo much 
the more frequently, and with the leſs reſerve, 
not only as my brother is Lieutenant under Cæ- 
far, but as the latter receives the ſlighteſt action 

or even word of mine in his favour, with an air | 
that evidently ſhews he conſiders them as obli- 


W ations of the moſt ſenſible kind, And, in fact, 
I derive the ſame benefit from that popularity 


and power which ' you know he poſſeſſes, as 
if they were ſo many advantages of my own. 
The ſum of the whole in ſhort is this : I ima- 
gined that I had no other method of counter- 


acting thoſe perfidious deſigns with which a cer- 


tain party were ſecretly contriving to undermine 
me, than by thus uniting the friendſhip andpro- 
tection of the men in power, with thoſe internal 
ads which have never yet been wanting to my 
ſupport*, as | 


. There is no character in all anti uity perhaps that 
lies ſo open to diſcovery as that of 9 and yet the te 


is none, at the ſame time, which ſeems to be leſs generally 


underſtood. Had there been no other of his writings ex- 
tant, however, but this ſingle letter, the patriot character 


| 02 I am 


now engaged. But when gratitude and reſent- A. U. 699. 
ment both conſpire in recommending this ſchenmnmm 
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A. U. 69 I am well perſuaded, had you been in Rome, 
"1 you would have concurred with ine in theſe ſen- 
\ timents. I know, indeed, the candour and mo- 
deration of your temper; and I know, too, that 
your heart not only glows with friendſhip to- 
wards me, but is wholly untainted with male. 
volence towards others: in a word, I know that 
as you poſſeſs every ſublime and generous af- 
fection, you are incapable of any thing ſo mean 
as artifice and diſguiſe. Nevertheleſs, even 
this elevated diſpoſition has not ſecured you 
from the ſame unprovoked malice, which ! 
have experienced in my own affairs. I doubt 
not, therefore, if you had been an actor in this 
ſcene, the ſame motives would have ſwayed 
your conduct, which have governed mine. But 


one ſhould have imagined, would have been the laſt that 
the world would ever have aſcribed to our author. It i; 
-obſervable, and it is an obſervation for which T am obliged 
to a gentleman who amidf far more important occupations 
did not refuſe to be thetenſurer of theſe papers) that *the 
« principles by which Cicero attempts to juſtify himſelfin 
c this epiſtle, are ſuch as will equally defend the mot 
4 abandoned proſtitution and deſertion in politicalcondutt. 
i Perſonal gratitude and reſentment; an eye to private and 
« particular intereſt, mixed with a pretended regard to 
_ © public good; an attention to a brother's advancement 
sand farther favour; a ſenſibility in being careſſed by: 
„ great man in power; a calculation of the advantages 
«© derived from the popularity and credit of that great man 
ce to one's own perſonal ſelf; are very weak foundations 
indeed, to ſupport the ſuperſtructure of a true patriot's 
c character. Fer theſe are the principles which Cicero 

( here expreſsly avows and defends !*? 


however 
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however that may be, I ſhall moſt certainly A. U. 699. 


ſubmit all my actions to your guidance and 


advice, whenever ] ſhall again enjoy your com- 


pany : and I am ſure you will not be leſs atten- 


tive to the preſervation of my honour, than you 


formerly were to that of my perſon, Of this at 


leaſt you may be perſuaded, that you will find 
me a faithful friend and aſſociate in all your 
counſels and meaſures : as it will be the firſt and 


daily purpoſe of my life, to ſupply you with 


additional and more powerful reaſons for re- 


joicing in choſe obligations you have conferred 
upon me. 


As you deſire me to ſend you thoſe: — | 
tions which I have written ſince you left Rome, 
I ſhall deliver ſome orations into the hands of 
Menocrates for that purpoſe. However, not 


to alarm you, their number is but inconſider- 
able; for I withdraw as much as poſſible from 


the contention of the bar, in order to join thoſe 
more gentle muſes which were always my de- 


light, and are particularly ſo at this juncture. 
Accordingly I have drawa up three dialogues 
upon oratory, wherein I have endeavoured -to 
imitate the manner of Ariſtotle. I truſt they 
will not prove altogether uſeleſs to your ſon, as 
I have rejected the modern precepts of rhetoric, 
and 3 the ancient Ariſtotelian and Iſo- 
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A. U. 699. cratic rules. To this catalogue of my writings 
" I muſt alſo add an hiſtorical poem which | 


have lately compoſed in three cantos, upon the 
ſubject of my baniſhment“ ]) and as a laſting 
memorial likewiſe of your friendſhip and my 
gratitude. This I ſhould long ſince have tranſ- 
mitted to you, had it been my immediate in- 


tention to make it public. But I am diſcouraged 
from this deſign at preſent, not indeed as fear- 


ing the reſentment of thoſe who may imagine 


themſelves the objects of my ſatire, (for in this 
reſpect I have been extremely tender) but as 


finding it impoſſible to make particular men- 


tion of every one from whom I received obli- 


gations at that ſeaſon, However, when ] ſhall 
meet with a proper opportunity, I will ſend it 
to you; ſubmitting my writings as well as my 


actions entirely to your judgment. I know 


indeed theſe literary meditations have ever been 


the favourite employment of your thoughts no 


leſs than of mine”. 


to his ſon; 
ſh or read 1t 


enjoining him at the ſame time not to pu 
till after his death. Manuut. ; 
47 To turn from the actions of Cicero to his writings, 18 
changing our point of view, it muſt be acknowledged, 
extremely to his advantage. It is on this fide indeed, that 


45 This poem Cicero delivered fealed WP. 
1 


is character can never be too warmly admired: and ad- 
mired it will undoubtedly be ſo long as manl 3 
ere is 


Your 


and genuine philoſophy have any friends, Perhapst 


* 
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Your family concerns which you recommend A. U. 699. 
to me, are ſo much a part of my own, that I 


am ſorry you ſhould think it neceſſary even to 
remind me of them, ' I could not therefore read 
your ſolicitations for that purpoſe, without ſome 
uneaſineſs. 5 ä . 

I find you were prevented by an indiſpoſi- 
tion from going the laſt ſummer into Cilicia ; 
which was the occaſion, it ſeems, of your not 
ſettling my brother's affairs in that province. 
However you give me aſſurance that you will 
now take all poſſible methods of adjuſting them. 
You cannot indeed oblige him more : and he 
will think himſelf as much indebted to you for 
procuring him this additional farm, as if you 
had ſettled him in the poſſeſſion of his patri- 
mony. In the mean time, Ientreat youto inform 
me frequently and freely of all your affairs, and 
particularly give me an account of the ſtudies 
and exerciſes in which your ſon is engaged. 
For be well perſuaded, never friend was more 
agreeable or more endeared to another, than 


ſomething in that natural mechaniſm of the human frame 
neceſſary to conſtitute a fine genius, which is not alto- 
zether favourable to the excellencies of the heart. It is 
certain at leaſt (and let it abate our envy of uncommon 
pay that great ſuperiority of intellectual qualifications, 

as not often been found in conjunction with the muc 
nobler advantages of a moral kind, | 


you 
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A. U. 699. you are to me : and of this truth I hope to 
render not only you, but all the world, and 
even poſterity itſelf, thoroughly ſenſible. 

Appius*? has lately declared in the ſenate 
(what he had before indeed often intimated in 
converſation) that if he could get his procon- 
ſular commiſſion confirmed in an aſſembly of the 
Curiez® he would caſt lots with his colleague 
for the particular province to which they ſhould 
reſpectively ſucceed : if not, that by an ami- 

cable agreement between themſelves he had re- 
ſolved upon yours?. He added, that in the 
caſe of a conſul it was not abſolutely neceſſary, 
tho” perhaps it might be expedient, to procure 
a law of this kind: and as a government had 
been appointed him by a decree of the ſenate, 
he was entitled, he ſaid, in conſequence of the 

49 Appius Claudius Pulcher, one of the preſent conſuls, 
See remark 3: P- 225. of this vol, 

5 Romulus divided the city into a certain number of 
diſtricts called Curiz, which ſomewhat reſembled our 
pariſhes. When the 2 were ſummoned together 
to tranſact any buſineſs agreeably to this diviſion, it was 
called an aſſembly of the Curiz : where the moſt votes 
in every Curia was conſidered as the voice of the whole 
diſtrict, and the moſt Quriz as the general conſent of the 
people. Ken, R, A. | 

The ſenate annually nominated the two provinces to 
which the conſuls ſhould ſucceed at the expiration of 
their office; but it was left to the conſuls themſelves to 
determine, either by caſting lots, or by private agree- 
ment, which of the particular provinces ſo aſſigned, they 


ſhould reſpectively adminiſter, ' Manut, de leg. c. x. 
| 2 5 Cornelian 
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Cornelian law, to a military command, till the A. U. 699. 
time of his entrance into Rome“. I know not 
what accounts you may have received of this 
matter from your other friends: but J find the 

| ſentiments of the world are much divided. 

Some are of opinion, that you are not obliged 

to reſign your government, if your ſucceſſor 
ſhould not be authoriſed by an aſſemb]y of the 
Curiz : whilſt others maintain, that notwith- 
ſtanding you ſhould think proper to leave the 
province, you may nevertheleſs depute a perſon 
to preſide in your abſence. As to myſelf, I 
am not altogether ſo clear with reſpect to the 
law in queſtion : tho' I muſt own at the ſame 


52 Tho' the nomination of the proconſular provinces 
was a privilege reſeryed to the ſenate, yet it was the 
prerogative of the people to conferon the proconſuls the 

ower of executing the military functions, and likewiſe 
it ſhould ſeem to grant the neceſſary appointments for 
conveying them to their reſpective governments, By a 
law however which was . by Cornelius Sylla during 
his Dictatorſhip, in the year 672, it was enacted, that 
whatever magiſtrate at che expiration of his office ſhould 
obtain a province by a decree of the ſenate, he ſhould be 
inveſted with the full power of a proconſul, notwithſtand- 
ing his commiſſion were not rand by an aſſembly of 
the Curiæ. But Sylla's dictatorſhip being conſidered as 
an uſurpation, it.is probable from the paſſage before us, 
that this law was not generally eſteemed valid. Appius 
nevertheleſs endeavoured to avail himſelf of it, from an 
apprehenſion that he might meet with ſome obſtruction 
in the uſual method of applying for a ratification of his 
Powers: and indeed it may be collected from a letter to 
Atticus, that he at laſt ſet forward to his government 
without the ſanction of the people. Manut. de leg. Græv. 
pref. in antig. 1. Ad Att. iv. 16. . 8 


time, 
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A. U. 699. time, that my doubts are by no means conſider. 


being compoſed of the principal perſans o 


able. Of this however I am perfectly ſure, that 


it is agreeable to your honour, and to that gene- 
roſity of conduct in which I know you place 


your higheſt gratification, quietly to yield up 
your province to your ſucceſſor; eſpecially as 


you cannot in this inſtance oppoſe his ambitious 
views, without incurring the ſuſpicion of being 
influenced by the ſame motives yourſelf. But 
be that as it will, I thought it incumbent upon 
me to inform you of my ſentiments: as I ſhall 
certainly defend yours, which ever way they 
may determine you to act. 
After I had finiſhed my letter, I receiyed your 
laſt concerning the farmers of the revenues“. 
Your deciſion appears to me, I muſt own, per- 
fectly equitable ; yet at the ſame time, I cannot 
but wiſh you might be ſo happy as not to 


diſguſt a body of men, whoſe intereſt you have 


hitherto always favoured. However, you may 


be aſſured I ſhall ſupport the decrees you have 


made upon this occaſion : tho* you well know 


53 The ſociety of farmers of the public revenues 
among the Romans was a body of men in high repute, as 
F the equeſ- 

trian order: Flos equitum Romanorum, ſays Cicero, orna- 
mentum ciwitatis, firmamentum reip. Publicanorumordie con- 
tinetur. Pro Planc. Diſputes frequently aroſe between 
theſe and the tributary provinces : and it is to ſome 


difference of this kind wherein Lentulus e judg- 


ment againſt them, that Cicero ſeems to all 


the 


— 
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the temper and diſpoſition of theſe people, and. &U-as... 


what formidable enemies they proved to the 
excellent Quintus Scævola . I would recom- 
mend it to you therefore, if poſſible, to recover 
their good graces, or at leaſt to ſoften them. 


The taſk, I confeſs, is difficult: but prudence, 
1 think, requires you ſhould uſe your beſt en- 


deavours for that purpoſe. Farewel. 

$34 There were two very eminent perſons of this name in 
Cicero's time. The firſt, the moſt celebrated lawyer and 
politician of his age, is diſtinguiſhed by the title of Augur. 
The other, who was high Prieſt, was ſlain at the entrance 
of the temple of Veſta, as he was endeavouring to make 
his eſcape from that general maſſacre of the ſenators which 
was perpetrated by the orders of the young, Marius. To 
which of theſe Tully alludes is uncertain. Manutius ſup- 
poſes to the former: but without aſſigning his reaſons. It 
| ſeems not unlikely however to be the latter: as there is a 
| paſſage in Valerius Maximus, by which we find that he 
| exerciſed his Afiatic government with ſo much honour and 
| integrity, that the ſenate in their ſubſequent decrees for 
| nominating the Proconſuls to that province, always recom: 
mended him as an example worthy of their imitation, It 
| appears by a fragment of Diodorus Siculus, that he endea- 
| voured during . adminiſtration of Aſia to reform the 
great abuſes which were committed by the farmers of the 
revenues in his province, and impriſoned many of them 
| for their cruel oppreſſions of the people. This drew upon 


him their indignation: but in what particular inſtance he 


was a ſufferer by it, hiſtory does not mention. Liv. epits 
| 86. Val Max. Viil, 15 


11 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Lucivs Sinn Proconſul. 


A. U. 699. IT was with the warmeſt expreſſions of grati- 
tude that my friend Lucceius* acquainted 
me, you had generouſly aſſured his agents of 
your aſſiſtance: as indeed I know not a man in 
the world who has a heart more ſenſible of obli. 
gations. But if your promiſes only were thus 
acceptable to him; how much more will he 
think himſelf indebted to you when you ſhall 
have performed (as I am well. perſuaded you 
will moſt faithfully perform) theſe your oblig- 
ing engagements ? 
The people of Bullis? have intimated a diſ- 
poſition to refer the demands in queſtion be- 
tween Lucceius and themſelves, to Pompey's 
arbitration : but as the concurrence of your 
influence and authority will be . neceſſary, I 
very ſtrongly entreat you to exert both for 
this purpoſe. i | 
The perſon to whom this letter is addreſſed, and the 
(ro bog of which he was proconſul, are equally un- 
nown. f 
2 An account of Lucceius has already been given in 
rem. 1. p. 75. of this vol. 


3 Geographers are not agreed as to the ſituation of this 
city, ſome placing it in Illyria, others in Macedonia, , 
| ; 
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It affords me great ſatisfaction to find that A. U. 600 
your letter to Lucceius, together with your ER 


promiſes to his agents, have convinced them 
that no man has more credit with you than 
myſelf : and I earneſtly conjure you to confirm 
them in theſe ſentiments, by every real and ſub- 
ſtantial ſervice in your power. F arewel, 


LETTER XIX, 


To the Same. 
OU could never have diſpoſed of your 
favours where they would be more grate- 
fully remembered, than on my friend Lucceius. 
But the obligation is not confined to him only ; 


Pompey likewiſe takes a ſhare in it: and when- 


ever I ſee him (as I often do) he never fails to 


expreſs in very ſtrong terms how much he 
thinks himſelf indebted to you. To which I 


will add (what I know will give you great ſa- 


tisfaction) that it afforded me alſo a very ſenſi- 
ble pleaſure, As you cannot now diſcontinue 
theſe obliging offices, without forfeiting your 
character of conſtancy ; I doubt not of your 
perſevering in the ſame friendly ſervices for 
your own ſake, which you at firſt engaged 
in for ours, I cannot forbear nevertheleſs moſt 


earneſtly 
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A. U. 699. earneſtly entreating you to _— in what 
you have thus generouſly begun, till you ſhall 
have perfectly completed the purpoſes for 
which we requeſted your aſſiſtance. You will 
by theſe means greatly oblige not only Luc- 
ceius, but Pompey : and never, I will venture 
to aſſure you, can you lay out your ſervices to 
more advantage. I have nothing further to 
add ; having given you my full ſentiments of 
public affairs in a letter which I wrote to you 
few days ago, by one of your « domeſtics, Fare- 
wel: 


LET T K K XX. 

To C URIUS, Proconſul-. 
| L Have long been intimately connected with 
Quintus Pompeius, by a variety of repeated 
Dt, offices. As he has upon many former 
occaſions ſupported his intereſts, his credit, and 
his authority in your province, by my influ- 
ence ; ſo, now the adminiſtration is in your 
hands, he ought undoubtedly to find, by the 
effects of this letter, that none of your prede- 
ceſſors have ever paid a greater regard to my 
recommendations. The ſtrict union indeed that 
ſubſiſts between you and myſelf; gives me a 


* The perſon to whom this letter is addreſſed, and the 
time when it Was 5 Written, are unknown, 


right 
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right to expect, that you will look upon every A. U. 699. 


friend of mine as your own. But I moſt earneſtly 
entreat you to receive Pompeius in ſo particular 


a manner into your protection and fayour, as to 


convince him that nothing could have proved 
more to his advantage and his honour than my 
application to you in his behalf. Farewel. 
LETTER XXI. 


To BasiLivs'. 


I Congratulate both you and myſelf on the pre- 


ſent joyful occaſion. All your affairs here are 
much my concern: as your perſon is infinitely 
dear to me. Love me in return: and let me 


know what you are doing, and what is going 


forward in your part of the world. Farewel. 


> If Baſilius be the true name of the rſon to whom this 
letter is inſcribed, (and indeed all the editions agree in call. 


ing him ſo) no account can be given concerning him. But 


if we may be allowed to ſuppoſe the genuine reading to be 

Bacilus; he was prætor in che year 708: and Cæſar not 
having given him a province, as was uſual, at the expira- 
tion of his office, he was ſo mortified with the affront that 
he put an end to his life, Dio, 4 xliii. P · 237. 
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LETTER XXI... 
To QuixTvs PuiLLIpus, ProconfuP. 


. v. 699. | Conga your ſafe return from your 

province in the fulneſs of your fame, and 

amidſt the general tranquillity of the republic. 

If I were in Rome, I ſhould have waited upon 

you for this purpoſe in perſon, and in order 

likewiſe to make my acknowledgments to you 

for your favours to my friends un. and 
Oppius. 

:Iam ak ſorry to W that you have 
taken great offence againſt my friend and hoſt 
Antipater. I cannot pretend to judge of the 
merits of the caſe: but I know your character 
too well not to be perſuaded, that you are inca- 

| pable of indulging an unreaſonable reſentment, 

I conjure you however, by our long friendſhip, 
to pardon for my ſake his ſons, who lie entirely 
at your mercy, If I imagined you could not 

grant this favour conſiſtently with your honour, 
I ſhould be far from making the requeſt: as my 
regard for your reputation is much ſuperior to 
| all conſiderations of friendſhip which I owe to 


1 See rem. Pe 127 of this vol. 
this 


i 


n ! ene 


this family. But if I am not miſfaken, (and A. U. 699. 
indeed I very poſſibly may) your clemency to- 

wards them will rather add to your character, 

than derogate from it. If it be not too much 

trouble, therefore, I ſhould be glad you would 

let me know how far a compliance with my 

requeſt is in your power: for that it is in your 

inclination I have not the leaſt reaſon to cout, 

F arewel. 5 


W 
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LETTER XXII. 
| To 1 VaTERIus“ the Lawyer. 


A. U. 699. NTOR why ſhould I not gratify your vanity 
— T with that honourable appellation? Since, 

as the times go, my friend, confidence will rea- 
dily paſs upon the world for ſkill. 

I have executed the commiſſion you ſent me, 

and made your acknowledgments to Lentulus. 
But I wiſh you would render my offices of this 

kind unneceſſary, by putting an end to your 
tedious abſence. Is it not more worthy of your 
mighty ambition to be blended with your learned 

' brethren at Rome, than to ſtand the ſole great 


4 Valerius is only known by this letter and another, 
wherein Cicero recommends him to Appius as a perſon 
wholived inhis family, and for whom he entertaineda very 
ſingular affection. By the air of this epiſtle he ſeems to 
have been one of that ſort of lawyers ws may more pro- 
perly be ſaid to be of the profeſſion than the ſcience, But 
as the vein of humour which runs through this letter, part- 
ly confiſts in playing upon words, it is not very eaſy, per. 
haps it is impoſſible, to be preſerved in a tranſlation: 
as it alludes to circumſtances which are now altogether 

2 it muſt neceſſarily loſe much of its original 

ſpirit, | 

5 The abrupt beginning of this letter has induced ſome 
of the commentators to ſuſpect, that it is not entire. But 

M.,anutius has very juſtly obſerved, that it evidently refers 

- tothe inſcription: jr fn produces an inſtance of the ſame 


* 


Wonder 


3 «% 


It 


en! „ CICERG-: 
wonder of wiſdom amidſt a parcel of paltry A. v. 699. 85 


Provincials* ? But J long to rally you in per- 

fon ; for which merry purpoſe I deſire you 
would haſten hither as expeditiouſly as poſſible. 
1 would by no means, however, adviſe you to 
take Apulia in the way, leſt ſome diſaſtrous 


adventure, in thoſe unlucky regions, ſhould pre- 
vent our welcoming your ſafe arrival. And in 


truth, to what purpoſe ſhould you viſit this 
kind from one of the epiſtles to Atticus. Vid. Ad Are. iii. 


20. : ; 
s After this paſſage in the original, Cicero goes on in 


the following ſtrain : Quanqguam qui iſtinc ventunt, partim 
te ſuperbum eſſe dicunt, quod nihil as 0 ; partim con- 
— quod male reſpondeas. The tranſlator how- 
ever has ventured to omit this witticiſm, upon the ad- 
vice of Horace ; 8 LN ISM 
— — 2. 

Deſperat tentata nitgſcere poſſe, relinguit. 5 

It is a pun indeed which has already occurred in one of 
the 3 letters to Trebatius, where our author 
plays in the ſame manner upon the equivocal ſenſe of the 
verb reſpondere. See p. 156. of this vol. Voiture has 
managed an alluſion of this kind much more ſucceſsfully, 
Si vous pretendez (ſays that agreeable writer to his friend 
the plenipotentiary at Munſter) 2 la dignite de plenipo- 
tentiaire vous diſpenſe de reſpondre, Papinian avoit d ſa charge 
toutes les affaires de 'empire Romain, et je vous monſtrerai en 
cent lieux dans de gros Irvres, Papinianus reſpondit, et re- 
ſpondit Papinianus. Les plus ſages et les plus prudens etoient 
ceux qui avoient acconſtume de repondre, et de la reſponſa ſa- 
pientum, et prudentum reſponſa. Les oraclel memes, quand 
Vous en ſeriez un, reſpondoent ;- et il reſt pas qu! aux choſes in- 
enmees, qui ne ſe meitent quelquefors en devoir de repondre + 


Les eaux er les rochers et les bois Ini reſpondent, 
| : ket" Veit: i. 765; * 
. 1 you 
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A. U. 699: your native province” ? For, like Ulyſſes, when 
bei returned to his Ithaca, you will be much 


© 7 Manutius imagines that Cicero means to rally the ob. 
- curity of his friend's birth. Perhaps it would be nearer 
the truth to acknowledge, that it is impoſſible to know 
what he means: yet, as this ſenſe is as conſiſtent with 
the original as any other, it is adopted in the tranſlation, 
But if this very learned commentator be right in his oe. 
neral notion of this paſſage, he is certainly deceived in 
| his interpretation of tanguam Ulyſſes, cognoſees tuorum ne. 
. minem, with which the letter concludes. For he takes 
D the verb cogneſco in its uſual acceptation : by which 
means he makes Cicero miſtake ſo well known a ſtory as 
that of the behaviour of Ulyſſes upon his firſt return to 
Ithaca. However, he is perſuaded that this is a deſign. | 
ed miſrepreſentation in his author: and diſcovers I know 
not what improvement of the humour by this very per. 
verſion of the fable. The labours of this penetrating 
commentator have caſt ſuch a light upon the writings of 
Cicero, that even his errors deſerve to be treated with 
reſpect; otherwiſe one might juſtly laugh at a notion ſo 
exactly in the true ſpirit of a fanciful critic, who refines 
upon his own miſtakes, It is a miſtake nevertheleſs in 
which all the ſucceeding commentators concur with him, 
except Mr. Roſs, who has removed the whole difficulty 
of the paſſage by explaining cegngſco in the ſenſe of ag- 
o/co. . This ſenſe (in which indeed it is not unfrequently 
uſed) reconciles the alluſion to the truth of the fag : and 
where a word has ſeveral ſignifications, it would be out 
of all rule of criticiſm to underſtand it in an application 
the leaft favourable to an author's meaning. It is not 
always ſo eaſy, however, to juſtify Cicero with reſpect 
to Homer; and he has in one inſtance, at leaſt, been be. 
trayed into an error in quoting that poet. The inſtance 
occurs in his Tuſculan diſputations, where he takes no- 
| tice of that paſſage in the ſeventh Iliad in which Ajax 1s 
. deſcribed as going forth to accept the challenge of Hec- | 
tor. Videmus, ſays he, progredientem apud Homerum, Aja- 
cem multa cum hilaritate cum depugnaturus efſet cum Hectore; 
cuj us, ut arma ſumpſit, ingreſſio lætitiam attulit focus, terroren 
autem h:ftibus : ut ipſum Heme, quemadmodum eft apud Ho- 
merum, toto pectore trementem, provocaſſẽ ad pug nam pœ 
niteret. Tuſc. diſp. iv. 22. But Homer by no means re- 
; | b | | | too 
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too prudent, undoubtedly, to lay claim to your A. U. 699, 
noble kindred. Farewel. | 


reſents Hector thus totally diſmayed at the approach of 

his adverſary ; and indeed it would have been incon- 

| ſiſtent with the general character of that hero to have 
deſcribed him under ſuch circumſtances of terror, 


Toy ds x. Ag ey” eynbeoy roogowres* 
Tewas de rohes % d rnb. u α zx, , 
Exxrog Y auTw Nu wv Fnbeoo:; Watacc. 


8 1 Ver. 214. | 


Bat there is a great difference (as Dr, Clarke obſerves in 
his remarks upon theſe lines) between duese ww: 5hbacos 
Da root, and gd o onbewy ie or Tgomes a1yos 
d nννỹMſ yu, The Trojans, ſays Homer, trembled at 
the ſight of Ajax; and even Hector himſelf felt ſome 
emotion in his breaſt ; or to expreſs it in the ſame ſpirit 
of poetry which diſtinguiſhes the original, . 


Thry' ev'ry Argive heart new tranſport ran: 
All Troy flood trembling at the mighty nan. 
Ev'n Hector paus'd ; and with new doubt oppreſt, 
Felt his great heart ſuſpended in his breaft, 


Porz. 


Perhaps this ſlip of attention in ſo great an author may 
not be improperly pointed out, as engaging the candour 
of the reader towards thoſe errors of the ſame nature, 
which he will too probably meet with in the courſe of 
this attempt, | 
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MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 
SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 


BOOK III. 
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LETTER I. 


{ 


To. Carus Curio. 


HOUGH I am ſorry you ſhould ſuſ- A. U. 700. 

pect me of neglecting you, I will 
acknowledge that I am not ſo much con- 
cerned at your reproaches for my not writ- 
ing, as I am Pleaſed to find chat you are de- 


Curio was a young nobleman of great parts ſpirit 
and eloquence; but ing no beyond 5 modeſty or {ig 


ſirous 


218 


— 


— 


Tus LETTERS Boo II. 


A. U. 700. ſirous of hearing from me. Conſcious indeed 


— 


of not meriting your friendly accuſation, the 


ſure to the prevailing luxury and gallantries of a moſt dil. 


ſolute age. After having diſſipated his fortune by extra. 


vagant indulgencies, for which no eſtate could ſuffice, he 


fell an eaſy prey to corruption. Accordingly Cæſar paid 
his debts, amounting toalmoſt 500,0001. and by that means 
gained him over from the cauſe of liberty, to become one 
of the warmeſt and moſt active of his partizans. It is gene. 
rally imagined that Virgil glances at him in thoſe well. 
known lines, vend . dit hic auropatriam,&c.though indeed they 
are applicable to ſo many others of his contemporaries, that 
there ſeems no great reaſon to imagine the poet had Curio 
particularly in 2 view. Lucan mentions him as one whoſe 
talents would probably have been of the higheſt honour 
and benefit to his country, if he had lived in times of leſs 
contagious deprdvation: . 


” 


Haud alium tanta civem tulit indole Roma, 
Aut cui plus leges deberent, recta ſequenti. 
Perdita tunc urbi nocuerunt ſecula, paſtguam 
Ambitus et luxus, et opum metuenda facultas, 
Tranſverſe mentem dubiam torrente tulerunt. 


A feul more form d to aid his country's cauſe, 
Avenge her inſults, and * her laws, 
Rome never knew: but ah! in evil hour, 
Fate bade thee live when virtue was no more] 
When lawleſs luſt of power, and av rice dread, 
And baneful luxury the land o erſpread. 
wav" ring mind the torrent ill-auithſtood, 
- Borne, ſcarce reſiſting, down th" impetuous flood. 


He diſtinguiſhed himſelf with great bravery in ſupport of 
Czſar's cauſe in Africa, where Varus commanded on the 
Part of the republic. But after ſome ſucceſsful engage- 


ments, he loſt his life before the battle of Pharſalia, in an 


action againſt the troops of Juba near Utica, At the time 


when this letter, and the reſt that are addreſſed to him in 


the preſent book, were written, he reſided in Aſia, where, 
as Manutius conjectures, he was employed in quality of 
quæſtor to Caius Clodius. Vel. Paterc. ii. 48. Plat. in vi. 

Cef. Val. Max. ix. 6. An. vi. 620. Luc, iv. 814. Lx. 


eptit, 1 10. | 
. inſtance 
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inſtance it afforded me that my letters were ac- A.U. 700. 


ceptable to you, was a very agreeable proof of 
the continuance of that affection which I have 


already ſo frequently experienced. Believe me, 


I have never omitted writing, whenever any 
perſon offered whom I imagined likely to con- 
vey my letters into your hands: and which of 
your acquaintance, I will venture to aſk; is a 
more punctual correſpondent than myſelf? In 
return, however, I have ſcarce received more 
than one or two letters from you ſince you left 
Rome: and thoſe twoextremely conciſe. Thus, 
you ſee, I can juſtly retort your charge: you 
muſt not therefore paſs too ſevere a ſentence on 
your part, if you hope to receive a favourable 
one on mine. But I will dwell no longer on 
this article than to aſſure you, that ſince you are 
diſpoſed to accept theſe memorials of my friend- 
ſhip, I doubt not of acquitting myſelf to your 
full ſatisfaction. „ 
Tho' I regret extremely the being thus long 
deprived of your agreeable company; yet I 
cannot but rejoice at an abſence which has con- 


tributed ſo much to your Honour : as fortune 


indeed has in all that concerns you, anſwered 


0 . 

Curio had been moſt probably abſent from Rome 
* about two years: for Caius Clodius, to whom he is ſup- 
© poſed to have been quæſtor, obtained the government of 
6 Aſia an. urb. 698. Re. Annal.“ Mr. Roſe. : 


my 
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4. U. 700. my warmeſt wiſhes. I have only to offer 


you one ſhort piece of advice: and J offer it 


in compliance with the ſincere dictates of that 
| ſingular affection I bear you. Let me earneſtly 


then entreat you, to come well-prepared at 
your return to act up to thoſe great ideas which 
the world has, with ſo much reaſon, conceived 


of your ſpirit and talents. And as nothing 


can ever wear out the deep impreſſions your 


good offices have ſtamped upon my mind'; ſo 


I hope you will not forget, on your ſide, that 
you could not have attained thoſe honours or 
advantages that attend you, if you had not in 
the earlier part of your life complied with my 
faithful and affectionate admonitions*, Have 
I not reaſon then to expect in return, that 
as the weight of old age now begins to bend 


me down', you will ſuffer me to repoſe my 


3 Curio aſiſted him in his conteſt with Clodius. 


4 Curio, when he was a very young man, had entered 
into a commerce of the moſt criminal and deteſtable kind 
with Antony. His father, in order to break off this in- 


famous intercourſe, was obliged to call in Cicero to his 
_ afliſtance; who by his prudent and friendly advice weaned 


the ſon from a paſſion not leſs expenſive, it ſeems, than it 
was execrable; and by this means (as Cicero reproaches 
Antony in one of his Philippics) he ſaved an illuftrious 


| family from utter ruin. Plut. in vit. Anton, Cic. Plut. ii. 


18. 
Cicero was at this time in the 54th year of his age, 


Mann!. 


/ 


| declining 
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hip? Farewel. _ 


declining years upon your youth and friend- A.U. 700. 


ASE OED: 0 


To TREBATIUS. 


4 
i 


F you were not already in the number of our 
abſentees, undoubtedly you would be tempted 
to leave us at this juncture: for what buſineſs 


can a lawyer expect in Rome, during this long 


and general ſuſpenſion of all juridical proceed- 
ings*! Accordingly, I adviſe my friends who 
have any actions commenced againſt them, to 
petition each ſucceſſive interrex” for a double 


enlargement of the uſual time for putting in 


their pleas: and is not this a proof how wonder- 


fully I have profited by your ſage inſtructions 


6 The feuds in the republic were raiſed to ſo great a 
height towards the latter end of the preceding year and 
the beginning of the preſent, that-the office of the late 
conſuls had expired iſe veral months before new ones could 
be elected. In exigencies of this kind the conftitution had 
provided a magiſtrate called an /zterrex, to whom the con- 
ſular power was proviſionally delegated. But public bu- 
fineſs, however, was at a ſtand, and the courts of judica- 


ture in particular were ſhut up, during this interregnum : 


a circumſtance from which Cicero takes occafion to enter 
into his uſual vein of pleaſantry with Trebatius, and to 
rally him in perpetual alluſions to his profeſſion, - Dio, xl. 
7 This office of Interrex continued only five days: at 


the expiration of which, if conſuls were not choſen, a a 
new [nterrex was appointed for the ſame ſhort period, 


And in this manner the ſueceſſion of theſe occaſional ma- 
ziſtrates was carried on, till the elections were determined. 


im 
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A. U. 700. in the law* ? But tell me, my friend, ſince your 
letters, I obſerve, have lately run in a more 
enlivened ſtrain than uſual, what is it that has 
elevated you into ſo gay a humour? This air of 
pleaſantry I like well; it looks as if the world 
went ſucceſsfully with you : and I am all impa- 

tience to know what it is that has thus raiſed | 
your ſpirits. You inform me indeed, that Cæ. 
ſar does you the honour to adviſe with you. For 
my own part, however, I had rather hear that 
he conſulted your intereſt, than your judgment. 
But ſeriouſly; if the former. is really the caſe, or 
| there is any probability of its proving ſo, let 
me entreat you to continue in your preſent 
ſituation, and patiently ſubmit to the incon- 
veniences of a military life: as on my part, I 
| ſhall ſupport myſelf under your abſence with the 
hopes of its turning to your advantage, But 
if all expectations of this kind are at an end; 
let us ſee you as ſoon as- poſſible: and perhaps 
| ſome method may be found here, of improving 


8 The minute forms of law-proceedings among the 
Romans are nat ſufficiently known, to diſtinguiſh pre- 
ciſely the exact point on which Cicero's humour in this 
paſſage turns : and accordingly the explanations which 
the commentators have offered are by no means ſatisfac- 
tory. It would be foreign to the purpoſe of theſe re- 

marks, to lay before the reader their ſeveral conjec- 
tures: it will be ſufficient in general to obſerve, that 
there was ſome notorious impropriety in the advice which 

, Cicero here repreſents himſelf as having given to his 
friends, and in which the whole force of his pleaſantry 
wr your 
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fortunes. If not, we ſhall at leaſt have A. U. 700, 
Ve farxfaction of enjoying each other's com- 3 
pany : and one hour's converſation. together is 
of more value to us, my friend, than the whole 
city of Samarobriva*. Beſides, if you return 
ſoon, the diſappointment you have ſuffered may 
paſs unremarked ; whereas a longer purſuit to 
no purpoſe, would be fo ridiculous a circum- 
ſtance, that I am terribly afraid-it would ſcarce- 
eſcape the drollery of thoſe very arch fellows', 


9 A city in Belgie Gaul; and probably the place 
wherein Trebatius had his preſent quarters. Ip 
2 Laberius was a Roman kinght, who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by his comie humour: and he had written ſeve- 
ral farces which were acted with great applauſe. He was 

revailed upon by Cæſar to take a part himſelf in one of 
fas own performances: and the prologue which he ſpoxke 
upon that occaſion is till extant, The whole compoſition 
is extremely ſpirited, and affords a very advantageous' 
ſpecimen of his genius: but there is ſomething ſo pecu- 
larly juſt and beautiful in the thought of the concluding 
lines, that the reader, perhaps, will not regret the being 
carried out of his way in order to obſerve it. Laberius 
was 60 years of age, when. in complaiſance to Czſar he 
thus made his firſt entrance upon the ſtage: and in allu- 
ſion to a cirenmſtance ſo little fayourable to his appearing ' 
with ſucceſs, he tells the audience, 4 | 


Ut hedera ferpens wires arboreas necat ; 
Ita me vetuſtas amplexu annorum enecat : 


Sepulchri ſimilis, mhil niſi nomen retineo ! 


While round the oak the fraudful ivy twines, 

Robb'd of its ſtrength the Japlef tree declines, 

Thus envious age, advanc'd with flealing pace, 

2 my chill limbs, and kills with cold embrace. 
Like empty monuments to heroes fame, 

Mall 1 was retaining but the name ! 

| Macrob, Saturn, ii. 7. 


Laberius 
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A U. 700. ai and my companion Valerius. And 
wꝛhat a burleſque character would a Britiſh law. 
yer furniſh out for the Roman ſtage | You may 
ſmile perhaps at this notion: but tho' I men- 
tion it in my uſual ſtyle of pleaſantry, let me 
tell you it is no jeſting matter. In good ear. 
neſt, if there is any proſpect that my recom- 
mendations will avail in obtaining the honours 
you deſerve; I cannot but exhort you, in all 
the ſincerity of the warmeſt friendſhip, to make 
yourſelf eaſy under this abſence, as a means of 
Increaſing both your fortunes and your fame : 
if not, I would ſtrongly adviſe your re- 
turn. I have no doubt, however, that your 
own merit, in conjunction with my moſt zealous 
ſervices, will procure you every advantage you 
can re aſonably deſire, Farewel. 


2 This Valerius is Gppolel by ſome of the comments - 
ons to be Quintus Valerius Catullus, a celebrated poet, 
who, as x j ys by his works, which are ſtill extant, wa 
patroniſe Cicero. But the opinion of Manutius is 
much more bale. that. the perſon here meant is the 
ſame to whom the 13th letter of the firſt book in this col. 
lection is addreſſed; and who is likewiſe es | in 
the following epiſtle, 


0 
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To Arrius Pur enER“. 


F the genius of Rome were himſelf to give 


you an account of the commonwealth, you 
could not be more fully appriſed of public af- 


from Phanias : a perſon, let me tell you, not 
only of conſummate politics, but of infinite cu- 
riofity. I refer you therefore to him, as to the 


with our ſituation. I might truſt him likewiſe 
with aſſuring you at the ſame time of the friendly 
diſpoſition of my heart towards you': but that 
is an office which I muſt claim the privilege of 
executing with my own hand. Be perſuaded 
then, that I think of you with the higheſt af- 


Appius Clodius Pulcher had been conſul the preced - 
ing year, and was at * time governor of Cilicia. The 
particular traits of his character will be occaſionallymarked 
out in the obſervations on the ſeveral letters addreſſed 
to him ig this, and the ſubſequent books, In the mean 
time it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that Cicero very zeg« 


louſly cultivated his friendſhip, not from any real opinion 


of his merit, but as one whoſe powetful alliances rendered 
him too conſiderable to he deſpiſe 


the other to Brutus. See life of Cic. ii. 204. 


am, ii. 13. 


Voi. T“. theſe 


Wu 


ſhorteſt and ſafeſt means of being acquainted 


ſection: as indeed, you have a full right to 


; d as an enemy, For one © 
of Appius's daughters was married to Pompey 's ſon, and 


a ed, Ep. | 


126 


- 


A. U. 70. 


fairs, than by the information you will receive 


En — ä AMY — 
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A. U. 700. theſe ſentiments, not only from the many gene. 
| rous and amiable qualities of your mind, but 
from that grateful ſenſibility with which, as! 
am informed both by your own letters and the 
4 general account of others, you receive my beſt 


ſervices. I ſhall endeavour therefore, by my 
future good offices, to compenſate far that long 
intermiſſion which unhappily ſuſpended our for- 
mer intercourſe*. And ſince you ſeem willing 
to renew our amicable commerce, I doubt not 
of engaging in it with the general approbation 
of the world*. | 
Your freedman Cilix, was very little known 
to me before he delivered your obliging letter 
io my hands: the friendly purport of which 


4 Appius was brother to Cicero's declared enemy, the 
turbulent Clodius, which occaſioned that interruption of 
their friendſhip to which he here alludes. It appears by 
paſſage inthe oration for Milo, that Clodius in the abſence 
of his brother had forcibly taken poſſeſſion of an eftate 
belonging to Appius: and the indignation which thi 
yu of 1njuſtice muſt neceſſarily raiſe in the latter, ren- 

ered him, it is probable, ſo much the more diſpoſed to: 
re-union with Cicero. Orat. pro Mil. 27. 
The whole paſſage in the original, funds thus: /dqu 
me, quoniam tu ita vis, Fo nos muia Minerva faturum: 
46 _ quidem ego, f forte de tuis ſumpſero, hon ſolun 
c Pallada, ſed etiam Appiada nominabo. The forme! 
part of this ſentence is tranſlated agreeably to the inter- 
pretation of the learned Gronovius; but the latter is 
wholly omitted. For notwithſtanding all the pains of the 
commentators to — its difficulties, it is utterly un- 
intelligible : at leaft, I do not ſcruple to confeſs, it is fo 
ro me. 8 
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he confirmed with great politeneſs. The ac- A. U. 700. 
count indeed he gave me of your ſentiments, as | 
well as of the frequent and favourable mention 
you are pleaſed to make of my name, were cir- 
cumſtances which I heard with much pleaſure. 
In ſhort, during our two days converſation to- 
gether, he entirely won my heart : not to the 
excluſion, however, of my old friend Phanias ; 
whoſe return I impatiently expect. I imagine 
you will ſpeedily order him back to Rome: and 
[ hope you will not diſmiſs him without ſending 
me at the ſame time your full and unreſerved 
commands. | 
I very ſtrongly recommend to your ——— 
Valerius the lawyer; even tho you ſhould diſ- 
cover that he has but a ſlender claim to that 
appellation. I mention this, as being more 
cautious in obviating the flaws in his title, than 
he uſually is in guarding againſt thoſe of his 
clients. But ſeriouſly, I have a great affection 
for the man: as indeed he is my particular 
friend and companion. I muſt do him the 
Juſtice to ſay, that he is extremely ſenſible of 
the favours you have already conferred upon 
him, Nevertheleſs he is deſirous of my recom- 
mendation, as he is perſuaded it will have much 


6 See p. 212, of this vol. 
22 weight 
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A. U. 700. weight with you. I entreat you to convince him 
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that he is not miſtaken. Fare wel. 


LETTER IV. 


To Carvs Mzmmivs”. 


"OUR tenant Caius Evander, is a perſon 
with whom I am very intimate: as his 
. Marcus Emilius is in the number of my 
moſt particular friends. I entreat your permiſ- 
fion therefore, that he may continue ſome time 


longer in your houſe, if it be not inconvenient 
to you: foras he has a great deal of work upon 


his hands, he cannot remove ſo ſoon as the firſt 
of July, without being extremely hurried. 1 


| ſhould be aſhamed to uſe many words in ſolicit- 


ing a favour of this nature at your hands: and 
I am perſuaded that, if it is not very much to 
your prejudice, you will be as well inclined to 


grant me this requeſt, as I ſhould be to comply 
with any of yours. I will only add, therefore, 
that your h f will Er e _ me. 


e. | 


I see an account of him in remark 5. on the zyth lerer 


of this _— p- 281. 
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„ MDT AR DP! 
To TaxtBaTivs. 


E wondering at the long intermi on of A. U. 700. 
your letters, when my friend Panſa account- 

ed for your indolence, by aſſuring me that you 
were turned an Epicurean. Glorious effect 
indeed of camp- converſation! But if a me- 
tamorphoſis ſo extraordinary has been wrought 
in you amidſt the martial air of Samarobriva, 
what would have been the conſequence had I 
ſent you to the ſofter regions of Tarentum' ? 

| have been in ſome pain for your principles, I 
confeſs, ever ſince your intimacy with my friend 
deius. But how will you reconcile your tenets 
to your profeſſion, and act for the intereſt of 
your client, now that you have adopted the 
maxim of doing nothing but for your own ? 
With what grace can you inſert the uſual clauſe 

in your deeds of agreement: The parties to theſe 
preſents as becomes good men and true, &c. ? For 
neither truth nor truſt can there be in thoſe, wha 


8 Tarentum was a city in Italy diſtinguiſhed for the 
ſoftneſs and luxury of its inhabitants. Geographers in- 
form us that the greateſt part of their year was conſumed 
in the celebration of ſtated feſtivals. Vid. Bunm, com- 
nent, in Cluverii Geograph. 5 | 
3 A pro- 
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A. U. 700. proſeſſedly govern themſelves upon motives of 


abſolute ſelfiſhneſs? I am in ſome pain like- 
wiſe, how you will ſettle the law concerning 
the partition of rights in common :” as there 
can be nothing in common between thoſe who 
make their own private gratification the ſole 
criterion of right and wrong. Or can you 
think it proper to adminiſter an oath, while 
you maintain that Jupiter is incapable of all re- 


ſentment? In a word, what will become of the 


good people of Ulubræꝰ who have placed them- 
ſelves under your protection; if you hold the 
maxim of your.ſe&, ©* that a wiſe man ought 


© not to engage himſelf in public affairs? In 


good earneſt I ſhall be extremely ſorry, if it is 


true that you have really deſerted us. But if 


your converſion is nothing more than a conve- 
nient compliment to the opinions of Panſa, ] 


will forgive your diſſimulation, provided you 


tet me know ſoon how your affairs go on, and 


55 3%. 
"x: 


in what manner I can be of any ſervice in them. 


Farewel. 


9 « Cicero jocoſely ſpeaks of this people, as if they 
ic belonged 18 the le couidenbl wich in Italy; 
«© whereas it was ſo mean and contemptible a place, that 
Horace, in order to ſhew the power of contentment, 
tc ſays, that a perſon poſſeſſed of that excellent temper oi 


© mind, 8 e happy even at Ulubræ: 


Ef Ulubris, animus fi te non deficit æ hum. 


Mr. Ref. 
LET- 
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LETTER VI. 


To Carus Curio. 


than what ariſes from the teſtimony of our own 
hearts. I cannot, however, but conſider the 
death of your illuſtrious father, as depriving 
me of a moſt venerable witneſs to that ſingular 
affection I bear you'. I regret that he had not 
the ſatisfaction of taking a laſt farewel of you, 
before he cloſed his eyes : it was the only cir- 
cumſtance wanting to render him as much ſu- 
perior to the reſt of the world in his domeſtic 
happineſs, as in his public fame*. 


I ſincerely wiſh you the happy enjoyment of 


your eſtate : and be aſſured, you will find in 


me a friend who loves and values you with the 
ſame tenderneſs as your father himſelf concetv- | 


ed for you. Farewel. 


: See remark 4th on the firſt letter of this book. 
2 He was conſul in the year of Rome 676, when he 
acted with great ſpirit in oppoſition to the attempts of 


; Sicinius for reſtoring the tribunitial power, which had 


been much abridged by Sylla, In the following year he 
went governor into 1 and by his military con- 
duct in that province obtained the honour of a triumph. 
He diſtinguiſhed himſelf among the friends of Cicero 


when he was attacked by Clodius. Freinſbem. ſupplem. in 


Liv. xci. eiii. 
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UR friendſhip, I truſt, needs not any A. U. 70e. 
other evidence to confirm its ſincerity, | 
SD 
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LETTER vn. 


To TREBA TITUS. 


A. V. . FNAN you ſeriouſly ſuppoſe me ſo unrea- 


| ſonable as to be angry, becauſe I thought 
you diſcovered too inconſtant a diſpoſition in 


| your impatience to leave Gaul? And can you 
poſſibly believe it was for that reaſonT have thus 


long omitted writing? The truth is, I was only 


concerned at the uneaſineſs which ſeemed to 
have overcaſt your mind: and I forebore to 


write upon no other account but as being en- 
tirely ignorant where to direct my letters. 1 
ſuppoſe however that this is a plea which your 
Joftineſs will ſcarce condeſcend to admit. But 
tell me then, is it the weight of your purſe, 
or the honour of being the counſellor of Czfar, 
that moſt diſpoſes you to be thus inſufferably 


arrogant? Let me periſh if I do not believe 
that thy vanity is ſo immoderate, as to chooſe 
rather to ſhare in his councils than his coffers. 


But ſhould he admit you into a participation 
of both, you will undoubtedly ſwell into ſuch 
intolerable airs, that no mortal will be able to 


. endure you: or none at leaſt except myſelf, 


who am philoſopher enough, you know, to 


Boox II. or CICERO. 


that as I regretted the uneaſineſs you formerly 
expreſſed, ſo I rejoice to hear that you are 
better reconciled to your. ſituation.. My only 
fear is, that your wonderful ſkill in the a 
will little avail you in your preſent quarters; 


with, 7 

Reſt the ſtrength of their cauſe on the force of 

I, beir might, | 5 

And the ſword is ſupreme arbitrator of right”. 

As I know you do not chooſe to be concerned 
in forcible entries, and are much too peaceably 
diſpoſed to be fond of making aſſaults, let me 
leave a piece of advice with my lawyer, and by 
all means recommend it to you to avoid the 
Treviri*: for I hear they are moſt formidable 
fellows, I wiſh from my heart they were as 
harmleſs as their name-ſakes round the edges of 


on Germany, They were defeated about this time by La- 
bienus, one of Cæſarꝰs lieutenants in Gaul. Cæſar. Bel, 
viii. | y 


are ſtill extant in the cabinets of the curious, inſcribed 
= the names of theſe magiſtrates, Vid. Petro Benbi pin. 
a Mann. 5 


for I am told that the people you have to deal 


our coin'. But I muſt reſerve the reſt of my 
4 The 'Treviri were a moſt warlike people, bordering 
1s 


5 The public coin was under the inſpection of three of- 
ficers called Treviri monetales : and ſeveral pieces of money 
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A. U. 700. Jokes to her opportunity: in the mean 


time, let me deſire you would ſend me a full 


account of whatever is going forward in your 


province. Farewel. 


March the ith. 


LETTER VII. 
To Corniricivs®. 


OUR letter was extremely agreeable to 
me in all reſpects, except that I was ſorry 
to find by it, you had ſlighted my lodge at 


Sinnueſſa. I ſhall not excuſe the affront you 
have thus paſſed upon my little hovel, unleſs. 


you give me double ſatisfaction by making uſe 
both of my Cuman and Pompeian villas. Let 


me entreat you then to do ſo; and to preſerve me 


likewiſe in your affection. I hope you will 
provoke me to enter into a literary conteſt with 


you, by ſome of your writings: as I find it 


much eaſier to anſwer a challenge of this kind, 


than to ſend one. However, if you ſhould per- 


ſevere in your uſual indolence, I ſhall venture 
to lead the way myſelf; in order to ſhew you, 
that your idleneſs has not infected me. 


2 See an account of him, vol. iii. p. 61. rem. 6 


I ſteal 
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ee in 4. U. 700. 
the ſenate: but you ſhall have a longer let- 


ter from me when I ſhall be leſs engaged. 
Farewel. . 


LETTER IX. 


iu 
To TRrEBATIUS. 


1 Am giving you an inſtance that thoſe who love 
are not eaſily to be pleaſed, when I aſſure you, 
that tho? I was very much concerned when you 

told me that you continued in Gaul with reluct- 
ance, yet Iam no leſs mortified now your letter 
informs me, that you like your ſituation ex- 
tremely well. To fay the truth, as I regretted 
you ſhould not approve a ſcheme, which you 
purſued upon my recommendation; ſo I can ill 
bear that any place ſhould be-agreeable to you 
where I am not. Nevertheleſs, I had much 
rather endure the uneaſineſs of your abſence, 
than ſuffer you to forego the advantages with 
which, I hope, it will be attended. It is im- 
poſlible therefore to expreſs how much I rejoice 
in your having made a friendſhip with a man of 
ſo improved an underſtanding and ſo amiable a 
diſpoſition as Matius: whoſe eſteem, I hope, 
you will endeavour to cultivate by every means 
| 2 | in 
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Tux LETTERS Box II. 


A. U. 700. in your power. F or, believe me, you cannot 


— 
. 


bring home a more valuable acquiſition. Fare- 


web.” 


, x. © 
Wehe Toxic! 


OU muſt not impute it to any neglect in 
Rupa, that he has not executed your 
commiſſion; as he omitted it merely in compli- 


ance with the opinion of myſelf and the reſt of 


your friends. We thought it moſt prudent 
that no ſteps ſhould be taken during your 
abſence which might preclude you from a 
change of meaſures after your retum: and 
therefore that it would be beſt he ſhould not 


ſignify your intentions of entertaining the peo- 


ple with public games*. I may perhaps in 
ſome future letter give you my reaſons at large 
againſt your executing that deſign: or rather, 


that you may not come prepared to anſwer my 


6 Curio's pretence for exhibiting theſe games, was _ 
an honour to the memory of his Yikes lately deceaſed: 
but his principal motive was to ingratiate himſelf with the 
1 N who were paſſionately attached to entertainments 
of this kind. As Cicero well knew the profuſion of Cu- 
rio's temper, and that the ſcheme he was meditating could 
not be executed without great expence, he acted a very 
judicious and honeſt part, in labouring to turn him afide 
from a project that would contribute to embarraſs his finan- 
ces, and moſt probably therefore impair the foundations 
of his integrity. i el 
objections, 
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objections, I believe it will be the wiſeſt way to A. U. 700. 
reſerve them till we meet. If I ' ſhould not 
bring you over to my ſentiments, I ſhall have 
the ſatis faction, at leaſt, of diſcharging the part 
of a friend: and ſhould it happen, (which 1 
hope however it will not) that you ſhould here- 
after have occaſion to repent of your ſcheme ; 
you may then remember that I endeavoured to | | 
diſſuade you from it. But this much I will | | 
now ſay, that thoſe advantages which fortune | 
in conjunction with your own induſtry and na- 
tural endowments, have put into your poſſeſ- 
ſion, ſupply a far ſurer method of opening your 
way to the higheſt dignities, than any oſtenta- 
tious diſplay of the * moſt ſplendid ſpectacles. 
The truth of it is, exhibitions of this kind, as 
they are inſtances of wealth only, not of merit, 
are by no means conſidered as reflecting any ho- 
nour on the authors of them: not to mention 
that the public is quite ſatiated with their fre- 
quent returns. But I am fallen unawares into 
what I deſigned to have avoided, and point- 
ing out my particular reaſons againſt your 
ſcheme. I will wave all farther diſcuſſion there- 
fore of this matter till we meet; and in the 
mean time inform you, that the world en- 
tertains the higheſt opinion of your virtues. 
What- 
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A. U. 700. Whatever advantages may be hoped from the 


** 


moſt exalted patriotiſm united with the greateſt 


abilities, the public, believe me, expects from 


you. And ſhould you come prepared (as I am 
ſure you ought, and I truſt. you will) to act up 


to theſe its glorious expectations, then, indeed, 
you will exhibit to your friends and to the com- 


monwealth in general, a ſpectacle of the nobleſt 


and moſt affecting kind'. In the mean while, 


be aſſured, no man has a greater ſhare of my 
affection and eſteem than yourſelf. Farewel. 


7 Curio was not of a diſpoſition to liſten to this pru- 
dent counſel of his friend: but in oppoſition to all the 
grave advice of Cicero, he perſevered in his reſolution, 
and executed it with great magnifſicence. The conſe. 
quence was, juſt what Cicero foreſaw and dreaded : he 
contraQted debts which he was incapable of diſcharging, 
and then ſold himſelf to Cæſar in order to ſatisfy the 
clamours of his creditors, See rem. 1. on the firſt letter 
of this boo. | | 


CY ** 5 f 
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LETTER 3: 


To TREBATIUS. 


A came to my hands at the ſame time, tho? 


of different dates, have afforded me great plea- 


ſure : as they were proofs that you have recon- 
ciled yourſelf, with much ſpirit and reſolution, 
to the inconveniencies of a military life. I 
had ſome little ſuſpicion, I confeſs, of the 
contrary : not that I queſtioned your courage, 
but as imputing your uneaſineſs to the regret 
of our ſeparation. Let me entreat you then to 
perſevere in your preſent temper of mind : and 
believe me, you will derive many and conſi- 
derable advantages from the ſervicein which you 
are engaged, In the mean while I ſhall not 


fail to renew my ſolicitations to Cæſar in your 
favour, upon all proper occaſions; and have 


herewith ſent you a Greek letter to deliver to 
him for that purpoſe : for, in truth, you cannot 
be more anxious than I am that this expedition 
may prove to your benefit. In return, I de- 
lire you would ſend me a full relation of the 
Gallic war : for you muſt know, I always de- 
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WO or three of your letters which lately A. U. co. 
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Tux; LETTERS Book Ill. 


A. U. 700. 192 moſt upon the accounts of thoſe who are 


leaſt engaged in the action. 

As I do not imagine you are altogether fo 
conſiderable a perſon as to retain a ſecretary in 
your ſervice, I could not but wonder you ſhould 
trouble yourſelf with the precaution of ſending 
me ſeveral copies of the ſame letter. Tour par- 
ſimony, however, deſerves to be applauded; as 
one of them, I obſerved, was written upon a 


tablet that had been uſed before. I cannot 
conceive what unhappy compoſition could be fo 


very miſerable as to deſerve to give place upon 


this occaſion : unleſs it were one of your own 


conveyances. I flatter my ſelf, at leaſt, it was 


not any ſprightly epiſtle of mine that you thus 
diſgraced, in order to ſcribble over it a dull one 


of your own. Or was it your intention to inti- 
mate affairs go ſo ill with you, that you could 
not afford any better materials ? If that ſhould 


be your caſe, you muſt even thank yourſelf for 


not leaving your modeſty behind you. | 
1 ſhall recommend you in very ſtrong terms 
to Balbus, when he returns into Gaul. But 


you muſt not be ſurpriſed if you ſhould not 
hear from me again ſo ſoon as uſual : as I ſhall 
be abſent from Rome during all this month. 1 


write this from Pomptinus, at the villa of Me- 
trilius Philemon, where ; am placed within 


n 


Book III. or CIC E RO. 


hearing of thoſe croaking clients whom you re- 
commended to my protection: for a prodigi- 


ous number, it ſeems, of your Ulubrean frogs 


are aſſembled, in order to compliment my ar- 
rival among them. Fare wel. 


April il the Sth. 7 5 


P. S. I have deſtroyed che letter I received 


from you by the hands of Lucius Aruntius, 
tho' it was much too innocent to deſerve fo 


ſevere a treatment: for it contained nothing 
that might not have been proclaimed before a 


general aſſembly of the people. However it 
was your expreſs deſire I ſhould deſtroy it: and 
| have complied accordingly. I will only add, 
that I wonder much at not having heard from 
you ſince; eſpecially as fo many extraordinary 
events have lately Ion in your Province. 
Cicero ludicrouſly gives the inhabitants of Ulubrz 


this Gf cir a in allufion to the low and marſhy ſitua- 
tion 0 _ town, See rem. 9. p. 230. of this vol. 


* 


vor. I. R LE T- 


A. v. 700. 


1 9 
= 


++ 
£437 


8 


a * 
R 
' 


. ah. 126 


* * "#3 + _ - * 
— 


4 Pay & a Mt 
1 þ "© 2 


* 

F 

A 
of 
* 
"PF 
3s» 
+ I's 

5 A 

FT 
My - 
= N 1 

OW 


* 
3 


bo 
IT 
of - 
7 3 
* 2 V 
> 4 7 
o 6 
4, 1 
LIC. L 
8 5 
1 H 
. * * 
n 2 
. N * 
"3%; 4 
„ 
5 * * 
3 5 
N 
+ © k 41 N * 
* 
J F 
S 
* 
7 


1 


242 


. U. 700. TUMBERLESS are the ſubjects Which 
— 


epiſtolary kind: but the moſt uſual, and which 
indeed gave the firſt riſe to this amicable com- 


private affairs, which it may be neceſſary either 
for his intereſt or our own, that he ſhould know. 
Lou muſt not, however, expect any thing of the 


latter ſort from me: as your family correſpon- 


relates to your own concerns; and nothing new 
has happened in mine. There are two other 


| pleaſed: thoſe, I mean, that are written in the 


tion; and thoſe which turn upon grave and 
' juncture, is a queſtion not eaſily determined. 


every man of common ſenſibility has bidden 


Tux LETTERS . Book III. 


LETTER XII. 


To Carvs Cur1o. 


- may enter into a correſpondence of the 


merce, -is, to inform an abſent friend of thoſe 


dents, I am ſenſible, communicate to you what 


ſpecies of letters, with which I am particularly 
freedom and pleaſantry of common converſa- 


moral topics. But in which of theſe it would 
be leaſt improper for me to addreſs you at this 


Ill, indeed, would it become me to entertain 
you with letters of humour, at a ſeaſon when 


adicu 
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adieu to mirth'. And what can Cicero write X. U. 700. al 
that ſhall deſerve the ſerious thoughts of Curio. {of 
unleſs it be on public affairs? My ſituation, = 
however, is ſuch, that I dare not truſt my real . {k fl 
ſentiments of thoſe points in a letter: and none Wo: 
other will I ever ſend you*. Thus precluded as | = 
[am from every other topic, I muſt content "RY 
myſelf with repeating what I have often urged: b 


and earneſtly exhort you to the purſuit of true 
and ſolid glory. Believe me, it will require 
the utmoſt efforts of your care and reſolution, 
to act up to thoſe high and uncommon expec- 
tations which the world has conceived of your 
merit. There is indeed but one poſſible me- 
thod that can enable you to ſurmount this ar- 
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9 Affairs at Rome were at this time in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, occaſioned (as has already been obſerved in the 
notes above) by the factious interruption that was given to 
the uſual election of the magiſtrates. See note 6. p. 221. 
of this vol. This ſtate of tumult, or indeed, to ſpeak more 
properly, of almoſt abſolute anarchy, was however ſome. 
what compoſed towards the latter end of the preſent year, 
by the election of Domitius Calvinus and Valerius Meſſala 
to the conſular office. Dio, xl. p. 141. | | 

The difturbances mentioned in the preceding note, 
were artfully fomented by Cæſar and Pompey, in order 
to turn them to the advantage of their ambitious pur. 
poſes, But this was too delicate a circumſtance for Ci- 
cero to explain himſelf upon : 3 as he was now 
cultivating a friendſhip with both. - 8 . 
The text in the original is evidently defeQive : atgue 
in hoc genere hac mea cane eft, ut neque ea qua non ſentto 
velim ſcribere, The ſenſe is ſupplied in the tranſlation, 
f a way that ſeemed to coincide beſt with this mutilated 
entence, : R 1 
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duous taſk. The methol I mean, is by Y 
gently cultivating thoſe qualities which are the 
foundation of a juſt applauſe: of that applauſe, 
my friend, which I know is the conſtant object 
of your warmeſt ambition. I might add much 


more to this purpoſe : but I am fenſible you 


ſtand not in need of any incitements. And in- 
deed I have thrown out theſe general hints, far 


leſs with a view of inflaming your heart, than of 


teſtifying the ardency with which ! gre you 


mine. Farewel. 


LET TER XIII. 


AN. 


To MEMmmivs. 


I | Claim the promiſe you gave me when we met 


laſt ; and deſire you totreat my very intimate 
and zealous friend Aulus Fuſius in the manner 
you aſſured me you would. He is a man of 
letters as well as great politeneſs : and indeed in 
every view of his character he is highly deſerv- 
ing your friendſhip. The civilities you ſhall 


| ſhew him will be extremely agreeable to me: 


friendly diſpoſition, Farewel. 


as they will at the ſame time for evef attach to 
your intereſt a perſon of a moſt obliging and 


LET- 


or CICERO. 


LETTER XIV. 
To 8 Cy | 


JUBLIC akin are fo a that A. U. 700. 

I dare not communicate my ſentiments of 
MES? in a letter. This, however, I will ven- 
ture in general to ſay, that I have reaſon to con- 
gratulate you on your removal from the ſcene 
in which we are engaged. But I muſt add, that 
in whatever part of the world you might be 
placed, you would ſtill (as. I told you in my 
aſt') be embarked in the ſame common bot- 
tom with your friends here. I have another 
reaſon likewiſe for rejoicing in your abſence, 
x It has placed your merit in full view of ſo 
conſiderable a number of the moſt illuſtrious 
citizens, and allies of Rome: and indeed the 
reputation you have acquired is univerſally, and 
without the leaſt exception, confirmed to us on 
al hands. But there is one circumſtance at- 
tending you, upon which I know not whether I 
ought to ſend you my congratulations, or not: 
mean with reſpect to thoſe high and ſingular | 
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A. U. 700. advantages which the commonwealth promiſes 
| itſelf from your return amongſt us. Not that 
I ſuſpe& your proving unequal to the opinion 
which the world entertains of your virtues; but 
as fearing that whatever is moſt. worthy of your 
care will be irrecoverably loft ere your arrival to 
, prevent it : ' ſuch, alas, is the weak and well- 
nigh expiring condition of our unhappy re- 
public! But prudence, perhaps, will ſcarce 
juſtify me in truſting even this to a letter: for 
the reſt therefore I muſt refer you to others. 
In the mean while, whatever your fears or your 
hopes of public affairs may be; think, my friend, 
inceſſantly think on thoſe virtues which that 
generous patriot muſt poſſeſs, who in theſe evil 
times, and amidſt ſuch a general depravation of 
manners, gloriouſly purpoſes to vindicate the 
ancient dignity and liberties of his = 
. F _"—_ | 


LET- 


Book III. | oF CI CERO. 


LEPC = 


To TREBATIUS, 


| 


pri it were not for the compliments you ſent A. U. 700. 


1 me by Chryſippus the freedman of Cyrus 
the architect, I ſhould haveimaginedI no longer 


poſſeſſed a place in your thoughts. But ſurely 


you are become a moſt intolerable fine gentle- 


that you could not bear the fatigue of _ 
writing tome; when you had the opportunity of 


doing ſo by a man, whom, you know, I look 
upon as one almoſt of my own family. Per- 
haps, however, you may have forgotten the uſe 
of your pen, and ſo much the better, let me 
tell you, for your clients; as they will loſe no 


more cauſes by its blunders. But if it is myſelf 


only that has eſcaped your remembrance, I 
muſt endeavour to refreſh it by a viſit, before I 
am worn out of your mind beyond all power 
of recollection. After all, is it not the appre- 


henſions of the next ſummer's campaign, that 


has rendered your hand too unſteady to perform 
ts office? If ſo, you muſt e' en play over again 
the ſame gallant ſtratagem you practiſed laſt 
year in relation to your Britiſh expedition, and 
frame ſome heroic excuſe for your abſence. 
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A. U. 700. However, I was extremely glad to hear by 
Chryſippus, that you are much in Czfar's good 


graces. But it would be more like a man of 


: equity, methinks, as well as More agreeable to 


my inclinations, if you were to give me fre- 
quent notice of what concerns you, by your own 


hand: a ſatisfaction I ſhould undoubtedly enjoy, 
if you had choſen to ſtudy the laws of good 
| fellowſhip, rather than thoſe of contention. 


You ſee I rally you as uſual, in your own way, 
not to ſay alittle in mine. But to end ſeriouſly ; 
be aſſured, as J greatly love you, I am no leſs 
confident than deſirous of your affection in re- 


turn. Farewel. 


LETTER XVI. 
To PusLrvs Skxxrivs“'. 


I Hope youwill not imagine by my long ſilence 
that I have been unmindful of our friend- 


ſhip, or that I had any intention of dropping 


my. uſual correſpondence with you. The ſin- 


* The commentators are greatly divided as to the time 


. when this letter was written, and the perſon to whom it is 


addreſſed. To examine the ſeveral reaſons upon which 
they ſupport their reſpective opinions, would * leading 
the Engliſh reader into a field of criticiſm which could 
afford him neither amuſement nor inſtruction. The ſubject 
indeed of this letter, which is merely conſolatory to a 
friend in exile, is not of conſequence enough to merit 
any pains in aſcertaining (if it were poſlible to aſcextain) 


*cere 


* 
” 


Boo WH; © 687. CICERO. * 


cere truth is, I was prevented from writing dur- A- U. 700. 
ing the former part of our ſeparation, by thoſe 
calamities in which the general confuſion of the 
times had involved me : as I afterwards delayed 

it, from an unwillingneſs to break in upon you 

whilſt your own ſevere and unmerited injuries 

were yet freſh upon your mind. But when I. 
reflect that a ſufficient time has elapſed, to wear | 

off the firſt impreſſions of your misfortunes: | 

and conſider likewiſe the virtues and magnani- 

mity of your heart; I think I may new write 

to you conſiſtently with my general caution of 
avoiding an unſeaſonable officiouſneſs. 

You are ſenſible, my dear Sextius, that T 
warmly. ſtood forth your advocate, when a pro- 
ſecution was formerly commenced againſt you 
in your abſence : as afterwards, when you was 
involved in that accuſation which was brought 
againſt your friend, I exerted every means in my 
power for your defence. Thus likewiſe upon 
my return into Italy, tho' I found your affairs 
had been managed in a very different manner 


ts preciſe date: and it is ſufficient to obſerve, that it 
contains nothing but what perfectly coincides with the cir- 
cumſtances both of Cicero's affairs and thoſe of the republic 
in the preſent year. As to the perſon to whom this letter 
is written; it is impoſſible to determine any thing concern- 
ing him: for the Mfs. and printed copies are by no means 
agreed as to his name; ſome calling him Tin, others 


Itrus, and others Sextiut. , 
Probably, when he returned from exile: in the year 


. 


than 


290% Tux LETTERS Boon II. 


A. U. 300, than I ſhould have adviſed; yet I omitted no 
i opportunity of rendering you my utmoſt ſer- 
vices. And upon this occaſion, when the cla- 
mour that was raiſed againſt-you on account of 
the corn*, by thoſe that were the enemies, not 
only of yourſelf, but of all who endeavoured to 
aſſiſt you: when the general corruption of the 
judges, and, in ſhort, when many other public 
iniquities had prevailed to your condemnation 
againſt all truth and juſtice; I was not wanting 

in my beſt good offices of every kind towards 
your ſon. Having therefore thus faithfully per- 
formed every other ſacred duty of friendſhip, I 
would not omit this likewiſe of entreating and 
exhorting you to bear your afflictions as becomes 

a man of your diſtinguiſhed ſpirit and fortitude. 

In other words, let me conjure you to ſupport 
with reſolution thoſe common viciſſitudes of 
Fortune, which no prudence can prevent, and 
for which no mortal is anſwerable ; remember- 
ing, that in all popular governments, as well 

as in our own, it has been the fate of many of 
the beſt and greateſt men to fall a ſacrifice to 
the injuſtice of their country. I will add, (and 


© It was the buſineſs of the Ædiles, amongſt other parts 
of their duty, to ſuperintend the markets and public ma- 
azines OI corn. It eee probable therefore from this paſ- 
age, that Sextius was baniſhed for ſome real, or pretended 


miſconduct in the adminiftration of that office. 


EE 85 I wish 
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the injurious ſentence you lament, has only 
baniſhed you from a commonwealth in which 
no rational mind can receive the leaſt ſatiſ⸗ 
faction. 

If I were to ſay pang of your wo, it would 
look as if I were inattentive to that general ap- 
plauſe which his virtues ſo juſtly receive: on 
the other hand, were I to tell you all that I 
hear and think of him, I am afraid I ſhould 
only renew your grief for being thus ſeparated 
from his company. Howeyd|, you ſhould wiſely 
conſider his uncommon: virtues as a poſſeſſion 
which inſeparably attends you, in whatever part 
of the world you may be placed. For ſurely. 
the objects of the mind are not leſs intimately 
preſent with us, than thoſe of the eye. The 
reflection, therefore, on his ſingular merit and 
filial piety, the fidelity of myſelf and the reſt of 
thoſe friends whom you have found, and will 
ever find, to be the followers, not of your for- - 
tune, but of your virtue; and, above all, the 
conſciouſneſs of not having deſerved your ſuf- 
ferings, are circumſtances which ought to ad- 
miniſter the higheſt conſolation to you. And 
they will more effectually do ſo, if you conſider, 
that it is guilt, and not misfortune ; one's own 
crimes, and not the injuſtice of others, which 
ought 


I wiſh I could with truth be contradicted) that A-U. 700. 
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A. 708. +. ought to diſturb the ſerenity of a well-regulated 


mind. In the mean time be aſſured, that, in 


compliance with the dictates of that friendſhip] 
have longentertained for you, and of that eſteem 
which I bear for your fon, I ſhall neglect no op- 
portunity both of alleviating your afflictions, and 
of contributing all I. can to ſupport you under 
them. In a word, if upon any occaſion you 


| ſhould think it neceſſary to. write to me, you 
ſhall find that your application was not made in 


vain. Farewel., 


LETTER XVIL 


To Cvnro. | 4/6 


T Diſpatch $ "BIS Vils, a domeſtie of my 


. friend Milo, to meet you with this letter, 


- notwithſtanding we have received no account of 


your being yet advanced near Italy. However, 
we are aſſured that you are ſet forward from 
Aſia“: and as it is generally believed it will 
not be long ere you arrive in Rome, I perſuade 
myſelf that the importance of the affair which 
occaſions you this application, will juſtify my 
chro F making it as early as poſſible. 


4 See P- 218.1 rem, 1. towards the end. 


If 
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If I eſtimated my ſervices'towards you, by A. U. 700. 
the ſame enlarged ſtandard that you gratefully- 
meaſure them yourſelf, I ſhould' be extremely 
reſerved in requeſting any conſiderable favour 
at your hands. It is painful indeed, to a man 
of a modeſt and generous mind, to ſolicit great 
obligations from thoſe whom he has greatly ob- 
liged ; left he ſhould ſeem to claim the price of 
his good offices, and aſk a matter of right rather 
than of grace. But I can have no ſcruples of this 
ſort with refpe& to you; as the ſervices you 
have conferred upon me, and particularly in my 
late troubles, are not only of the higheſt, but 
moſt conſpicuous nature. An ingenuous diſpo- 
ſition, where it already owes much, is willing 
to owe more: and it is upon this principle that 
I make no difficulty of requeſting your aſſiſtance 
in an article of the laſt importance to me. 1 
have no reaſon indeed to fear, that I ſhould 
fink under the weight of your favours, even if 
they were to riſe beyond all number: as I truſt _ 
there is none ſo conſiderable that I ſhould not 
only receive with gratitude, oe return with 
advantage. h 
I am exerting the utmoſt dr of my care, 
my induſtry, and my talents, in order to ſecure 
the election of Milo to the conſulate; and I think 
myſelf bound upon this occaſion to give a proof 
| | to 
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X. U. 700. to the world, of the more than common affec- 


* 


time he conferred very ſingu 


tion with which I enter into his intereſt. I am 
perſuaded, no man ever was ſo anxious for the 
preſervation of his own perſon and fortunes, 
as I am that Milo may obtain this honour ; 
an event upon which the ſecurity of my own 
dignities, I am ſenſible, depends. Now the aſ- 


ſiſtance which it is in your power to give my 


friend, is ſo very conſiderable, that it is all we 
want to be aſſured of victory: for thus our forces 
ſtand. In the firſt place, Milo's conduct to- 
wards me in his tribunate*, has gained him (as I 
hope you perfectly well know) the affections of 


all our patriots : as the liberality of his temper 


and the magnificence of his ſhews have ſe- 
cured to him the favour of the. populace”. 
In the next place, all the young part of the 
republic, together with thoſe who have the moſt 
influence in elections, are wholly in his intereſt, 


as having received, or expecting to receive, 


6 Milo was tribune in the year of Rome 696 : at which 

fat obligations on Cicero, by 
moſt zealouſly exerting all his power and credit in pro- 
moting his recal from exile. Orat. pro Milon. 

Milo had diffipated three very conſiderable eſtates in 
the extravagant ſhews which, upon different occaſions, 
he had exhibited to the people :- as he was likewiſe at 
this time propoſing to entertain them in the ſame . 


ficent manner, at the expence of 250, oool. Orat. pro Mi- 


lon, 25. Ad Q: F. iii. 9. : th 
| no. c 
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the benefit of his own popularity and active 
offices upon occaſions of a like nature. I will 
add likewiſe, that he has my ſuffrage : which, 
though it may not draw after it any conſi- 
derable effects, is however univerſally approved 


as a tribute which is juſtly his due: and fo 
far, perhaps, it may be conſidered as of ſome 
weight with the public. All therefore that we 


farther require, is a perſon to appear as the 
leader of theſe our rude forces, and to unite 
them together under one head: and had we the 
choice of the whole world, we could not fix 


255 
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* 


upon a man ſo well qualified for this purpoſe as 


yourſelf. If you believe then that I have any 
worth or gratitude, or can even infer it from 
theſe my earneſt endeavours to ſerve Milo; in 
a word, if you eſteem me deſerving of your 


favours, I entreat you to co-operate with me in 


this affair, upon which my character (or to come 
ſtill nearer to the truth) upon which almoſt my 
very preſervation depends. With regard to 


Cicero was particularly concerned to ſecure Milo's 


election, not only from a principle of gratitude, but of 
ſeif-preſervation. For Clodius, our author's implacable 
enemy, was now ſoliciting the office of prætor: and if 
Milo were rejected from the conſulſhip, it would fall into 
the hands of Plautus Hypſzus and Metellus Scipio, who 
were both under the influence of Clodius. By theſe means 
the latter would once again have been armed with the prin, 
cipal authority of the commonwealth ; and Cicero knewb 

ad and recent experience, that he had every thing to fear 


Milo 
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A. U. 560. Milo himſelf, I will only aſſure you, that 
pjyou never can oblige a man of a more ſolid 
turn of mind, of a more reſolute ſpirit, or one 
who, if you ſhould embrace his intereſt, will 
receive e offices with a more affecti- 
donate gratitude. You will at the ſame time alſo 
confer ſo ſingular an honour upon myſelf, as to 
convince me, that you have no leſs regard for 
the ſupport of my credit, than you formerly 
ſhewed for the ſafety of my perſon. T ſhould 
enlarge much farther upon this ſubject, if I were 
not perſuaded, that you are perfectly ſenſible of 
the infinite obligations I have received from 
Milo; and that it is incumbent upon me to 
promote his election with my utmoſt zeal, and 
even at the hazard of my life'. I will only 
then in one word recommend this affair, and 
from ſuch an enemy when he could add power to malice. 
His intereſt therefore conſpired with his friendſhip in ſup- 
porting the 9 of Milo, who had upon all occa- 
ſions oppoſed the deſigns of Clodius with great warmth + 
and ſpirit: and who in the preſent inſtance would have 
proved a counter-balance, if Clodius ſhould have at- 
tempted a ſecond time to fall with his whole weight upon 
Cicero. Vid. Orat. pro Milon. paſſim. ; 

9 In this declining ſtate of the republic, the elections 
werecarried on, not only by the moſt ſhameful andavowed 
bribery, but by the ſeveral mobs of the reſpective can- 
didates, Theſe, it may well be imagined, were both diſ- 
poſed and prepared to commit every outrage, that the cauſe 
of their leaders ſhould require. Accordingly the party of 
Milo and that of his competitors had ſuch frequent and 
bloody engagements with each other, as to raiſe a gene- 


ral apprehenſion of a civil war. Plat. in vit. Catan. 
| therein 
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be, 


> 


or CICERO. 


to your favour and protection: and be aſſured, 
I ſhall eſteem your compliance with my requeſt 
as an obligation ſuperior, I had almoſt faid, 
even to that for which I am ſo greatly indebted 
to Milo: The truth of it is, it would give me 
more pleaſure to make him an effectual return 
for the very conſiderable part he bore in my re- 
ſtoration, than I received even from the benefit 


of his good offices themſelves. And this, 1 


am confident, your ſingle concurrence will fully 
enable me to perform. Farewel. 5 


1 Soon after this letter was written, an unfortunate 
adventure diſconcerted all Ciceros meaſures in behalf of 


his friend, and obliged him, inſtead of ſoliciting any lon- 


ger for Milo as a candidate, .to defend him as a criminal. 
It happened that Milo and Clodius having met as they 
were travelling the Appian road, a rencounter enſued, in 
which the latter was killed. Milo was arraigned for 
this murder: and being convicted, was ſentenced to ba- 
niſhment. Cicero, in his defence, laboured: to prove, by 
a variety of circumſtances, that this meeting could not 
have been premeditated on the part of his client: and 

indeed it ſeems probable that it was not. But however 

caſual that particular incident might have been ; Milo; 

it is certain, had long before determined to aſſaſſinate Clo- 

dius: and it appears too, that Cicero himſelf was ap- 

priſed of the deſign. This is evident from a-letter to 

Atticus written about four years antecedent to the fact 
of which I am ſpeaking. Reum Publium, ſays Cicero, 

(mſi ante occiſus erit ) Faw a Milone Puto, Si ſe inter viani 

obtulerit, occiſum iri ab ipſo Milone video. Non dubitat fa- 

cere; pre ſe fert. Dio, xl. p. 143, 146: Orat. pro 

Milon, ad Att. iv. 3. a | 


vetut, 8 LET- 


3$7. 


therein the moſt important of my concerns, A. U. 700. 
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ET TER XVIII. 


To Tirus FA DñTUs“. 


A. U. 700. 1 Know not any event which has lately hap- 
1 pened, that more ſenſibly affects me than 


your diſgrace. Far therefore from being capable 


of giving you the conſolation I wiſh, I greatly 
' ftand in need of the ſame good office myſelf. 


Nevertheleſs, I cannot forbear, not only to ex- 
hort, but to conjure you likewiſe. by our friend- 
ſhip, to colle& your whole ſtrength of reaſon, 
in order to ſupport your afflictions with a firm 
and manly fortitude. Remember, my friend, 
that calamities are incident to all mankind, but 
particularly to us who live in theſe miſerable 
and diſtracted times. Let it be your conſolation, 
however, to refle&, that you have loſt far leſs 
by fortune, than you have acquired, by merit: 


as there are few under the circumſtances of your 
birth, who ever raiſed themſelves to the ſame 


2 It is altogether uncertain to whom this letter is ad- 
dreſſed ; as there is great variety in the ſeveral readings 
of its inſcription. If the title adopted in the tranſlation 
be the true one, (and it is that which has the. greateſt 
number of commentators on its ſide,) the perſon to whom 
it is written was quæſtor to Cicero in his conſulate ; and 
afterwards one of thoſe tribunes who in the year of Rome 
696, promoted the law by which he was reſtored to his 
gountry. Vid. Ad Att. iii. 23. | 


| dignities 


Sa a a... 


Book III. ea _ 
dignities; tho” there are numbers of the higheſt A. U. 700. 
quality who have ſunk into the ſame diſgrace. 
To ſay truth; ſo wretched is the fate which 
threatens our laws, our liberties, and our conſti- 

tution in general, that well may he eſteem him- 

ſelf happily dealt with, who is diſmiſſed from 


ſuch a diſtempered government upon the leaſt © 1 

injurious terms. As to your own caſe in par- | 1 

ticular, when you reflect that you are ſtill unde- . il | 

prived of your eſtate ; that you are happy in 2. 

the affections of your children, your family, and KY 

your friends; and that in all probability you are 1 

only ſeparated from them for a ſhort interval: . 

when you reflect, that among the great number * 

of impeachments which have lately been carried 1 

on', yours is the only one that was conſidered 1 

as entirely groundleſs; that you were condemned is 

by a majority only of one ſingle vote; and that by. 

too, univerſally ſuppoſed to have been given in bh 
compliance with ſome powerful influence. 1 

| 3 The circumſtance here mentioned, renders it probable | 21 | 
that the letter before us was written in the preſent year. | 2 

. For Pompey being at this time _— ſole conſul, made Wo 
$ ſeveral ſalutary regulations with reſpe& to the method of 13 
n trials, and encouraged proſecutions againſt thoſe who had Ws 
t been guilty of illegal practices in order to ſecure their 18 
N elections. 13 many perſons of the firſt rank in 1 
Rome were arraigned and convicted: and Fadius ſeems Wy 

8 have been one of that number. Plut, in uit. Pomp. et big 

aton. N ; 1 "3 8 2 
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. v. 00 Theſe, undoubtedly, are conſiderations which 

| _ ought greatly to alleviate the weight of your 

_ misfortune. I will only add, that you may al- 

ways depend upon finding in me that diſpoſi- 

tion both towards yourſelf and your family, as 

is agreeable to your wiſhes, as well as to what 
you have a right to expect. Farewel. 


LETTER XIX. 
To Tlrus Tino 


| pu 1s by no means as ſuſpecting that my for- 
1 mer recommendation was not ſufficient, that 
I give you this ſecond trouble; but merely 
in compliance with the requeſt of my friend 
 Avianus Flaccus: to whom I neither can, nor 
indeed ought to refuſe any thing. The truth is, 
notwithſtanding your very obliging anſwer when 

I mentioned his affair to you in perſon, and 
that I have already written to you in ſtrong 
terms upon the ſame ſubject ; yet he imagines 

I cannot too often apply to you in his behalf. 

I hope therefore you will excuſe me, if in thus 


yielding to his inclinations, I ſhould ſeem to 


| +4 The perſon to whom this letter is inſcribed, is wholly 
unknown: And the occaſion upon which it was written is 
not of importance enough to deſerve any animadverſions. 


forget 


850 11 or CICERO. 


forget that you are incapable of receding from A. U. 700. 

your word; and again entreat you to allow him 
a convenient port and ſufficient time for the 
exportation of his corn. Both theſe favours I 
obtained for him when Pompey had the com- 
miſſion in which you are now employed: and 
the term he granted him was three years. To 
ſay all in one word, you will very ſenſibly oblige 


me by convincing Avianus, that I enjoy the 
ſame ſhare in your affection, which he juſtly 
imagines he poſſeſſes of mine. Farewel. 


LETTER XX. 


TO TREBATI1US. 


[ Acquainted you with the affair of Silius. He 


has ſince been with me: when I informed 
him that it was your opinion we might ſafely 
enter into the uſual recognizance. But he has 
conſulted, he tells me, with Servius, who aſ- 


ſures him that where a teſtator has no power 


to make a will, it muſt be conſidered, to all 
intents and purpoſes, as if it had never ſub- 
ſiſted : and Offilius, it ſeems, agrees in this 
opinion, He told me at the ſame time, that he 
had not applied to you upon this ſubject: but 
deſired I would recommend both himſelf and 
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A. U. 700. his cauſe to your protection. I do not know a 


worthier man than Silius, nor any one, except- 


ing yourſelf, who is more my friend. You 


will extremely oblige me therefore, my dear 
Trebatius, by calling upon him in order to 
give him the promiſe of your aſſiſtance : and 
I earneſtly entreat you, if you have any re- 


gard for me, to pay this viſit as ſoon as n 
Farewel. 


LETTER XXI. 


To Marcvs MARIVUsV. 


1 Shall punctually execute your commiſſion: 


But is it not a moſt wonderful ſpecimen 
of your ſagacity, thus to employ a man in 
making a purchaſe for you, whoſe intereſt it is 
to advance the price as high as poſſible? Above 
all, I moſt admire the wiſdom of your reſtric- 
tion, in confining me to a particular ſum. For 
had you truſted me with an unlimited order, I 
ſhould have thought myſelf obliged, in point of 
friendſhip, to have ſettled this affair with my 
coheirs upon the moſt adyantageous terms in 
your behalf: whereas now I know your price, 
you may depend upon it, I ſhall rather ſet up 
A fictitious bidder, than ſuffer the eſtate to be 

| ſold 


Bol en CTOBRO,, _ als 


ſold for leſs than the money you mention. But A. U. 700. _ 

jeſting apart; be aſſured I ſhall diſcharge the | 
commiſſion you have aſſigned me, with all the 
care I ought. * Se: 


I know you are well-pleafed with my victory 
over Burſa*: but why then did you not more 
warmly congratulate me upon the occaſion ? 
You were miſtaken in imagining the character 
of the man to be much too deſpicable to ren- 
der this event a matter of any great exultation. 
On the contrary, the defeat of Burſa has afforded 
me a more pleaſing triumph, even than the 
fall of Clodius. Much rather indeed would 1 
ſee my adverſaries vanquiſhed by the hand of 


＋ 


5 Minutius Plancus Burſa was tribune the year before 
this letter was written, and had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
inflaming thoſe diſturbances in Rome, which were occa- 
ſioned by the aſſaſſination of Clodius. The body of Clodius 
being produced before the people in the Forum, Burſa, 
together with one of his colleagues, infuſed ſuch a ſpirit 
of riot into the populace, that ſnatching up the corpſe, the 
inſtantly conveyed it to the curia haftilia; (a place in whic 
the ſenate ſometimes afſembled,) where they paid it the 
funeral honours. This they executed in the moſt inſolent 
and tumultuous manner, by erecting a funeral pile with the 
benches, and ſetting fire to the ſenate-houſe itſelf. Burſa, 
not ſatisfied with theſs licentious outrages, endeavoured i 
likewiſe to inſtigate the mob to fall upon Cicero, the 
avowed friend = advocate of Milo, by whom Clodius had 


been killed. Cicero therefore, as ſoon as Burſa was out of 
his office (for no magiſtrate could be impeached during his 

ö miniſtry) exhibited an information againſt him, for this 

) violation of the public peace: and Burſa being found 


guilty, was ſentenced to ſuffer baniſhment, Dio, xl. p. 143, 
146, Aſcen. argument. in Orat. pro Milon. | 
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A. VU, oo, juſtice, than of violence: as I would chooſe it 


T LETTERS Boon 


ſhould be in a way that does honour to the 


friends of my cauſe, without expoſing them at 


the ſame time to any uneaſy conſequences, But 


the principal ſatisfaction I derive from this affair, 


is in that honeſt and undaunted zeal with which 


I was ſupported againſt all the incredible efforts 
of a very great man*, who moſt warmly ex- 


erted his power in favour of my antagoniſt. I 
will mention another circumſtance likewiſe that 
recommends this victory to me, and which, 
tho' perhaps you will ſcarcely think it a pro- 


bable one, isnevertheleſs moſt aſſuredly the caſe; 


I haye conceived a much ſtronger averſion to 
this man, than I ever entertained even againſt 
Clodius himſelf. To ſpeak truth, I had openly 
declared war againſt the latter: whereas I have 
been the advocate and protector of the for- 


mer. Beſides, there was ſomething enlarged at 
leaſt in the views of Clodius, as he aimed by 


my deſtruction at overturning the whole com- 
monwealth: and even in this he acted leſs from 
the motions of his own breaſt, than by the in- 
ſtigations of a party who were ſenſible they could 


never be ſecure, whilſt I had any remaining 


credit. But the contemptible Burſa, on the 


6 Pompey. Vid. Dio, p. 145. 
oontrary, 


1 Pg .. RW. ̃ ̃ ⁵⁵² ⁵ OT OS RI 


Book III. or CICERO. 265 


contrary, ſingled me out for the object of b A. U. 700, 
malice, in mere gaiety of heart: and without 
the leaſt provocation, offered himſelf to ſome 
of my enemies as one who was entirely at their 
ſervice upon any occaſion wherein they could 
employ him to my prejudice. Upon theſe con- 
ſiderations, my friend, I expect that you warmly 
congratulate my ſucceſs, as indeed I eſteem 
it an event of very conſiderable importance. 
Never, in truth, did Rome produce a ſet of 
more inflexible patriots, than the judges who 
preſided at this trial: for they had the honeſt 
courage to paſs ſentence againſt him, in oppo- 
icion to all the power and influence of the very 
perſon by whom they were appointed” to this 
honourable office. And undoubtedly they would 
not have acted with ſuch uncommon ſpirit, had 
they not conſidered the inſults I ſuffered from 
this man, as ſo many indignities offered to 
e | 

I have at preſent a great deal of troubleſome 
buſineſs upon my hands: as ſeveral conſiderable 
impeachments are going forward, and many 
new laws are in agitation. It is my daily wiſh 
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vithreſpe&tothe method of chuſing the judges, and elected 
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2 of civil and criminal cauſes, Mauut. de leg. p. 122. 
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A. U. 700. therefore, that no intercalation * may protra& 
" theſe affairs beyond the uſual period, and pre- 
vent the pleaſure I propoſe to myſelf, of paying 

you a viſit very ſoon. Farewel. 


LETTER XXI. 
To TxzzArrus. 


7 OU laughed at me yeſterday, when I af. 
| ſerted, over our wine, that it was a queſ- 
tion among the lawyers, whether an action of 
theft could be brought by an heir, for goods 
ſtolen before he came into poſſeſſion. Tho! it 
was late when J returned home, and I had drunk 
pretty freely, I turned to the place where this 
queſtion is diſcuſſed, and have ſent you an ex- 


3 The Roman months being lunar, a proper number of 
ſupplemental days were added every two years in order to 
adjuſt their reckoning to the courſe of the ſun. This was 
called an intercalation; and was performed by the ponti- 
ficial college at their own diſcretion, Accordingly they 
often exerciſed this important truſt as intereſt or ambition 
dictated : and by their arbitrary intercalations either ad- 

vanced or retarded the ſtated times for tranſacting civil or 
religious affairs, as beſt ſuited the private purpoſes of them- 

ſelves or their friends. By theſe means theſe unworthy 
obſervers of the heavenly motions, had introduced ſo great 
a confuſion into their calendar, that, when Cæſar under. 
took its reformation, all the ſeaſons were miſplaced; and 
the appointed feſtivals for harveſt and vintage, were no 
longer found in the ſummer and autumn quarters. Suct. in 
Jul, 40s Macrob. Saturn. 1. i | 


— 
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tract of the paſſage: in order to convince you, A. U. 700. 
that a point which you imagined had never been © 
maintained by any man, was actually holden 

by Sextus Ælius, Marcus Manlius, and Marcus 

Brutus*. Butnotwithſtanding theſe great names, 

[agree in opinion with Scævola and Trebatius'. 

Farewel. | 


: Theſe were all of them lawyers of great note in their 
reſpective generations, and whoſe writings in the ſcience 
they profeſſed were in much eſteem. The two former flou- 
red about the year of Rome 545, and 600: the latter 
about the year 630. Pompon. de orig. Furis. 

d Sczevola was one of the names of Trebatius, as ap- 
pears by a letter to Atticus wherein he is ſo called. There 
was likewiſe a Quintus Mucius Sczvola, a lawyer of very 
conſiderable eminence, who lived about fifty years before 
the preſent date, and who compiled a body of laws in 
eighteen volumes. Manutius imagines therefore, that in 
alluſion to this perſon, Cicero jocularly ſeparates the names 
ger vola and T rebatins by an intervening copulative, as if 
be were ſpeaking of two different men, tho? he only means 
his friend to whom he is writing. 
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LETTER XXII. 


To ApPTUs PuLCHER, 


A. U. 700. 1 Find myſelf obliged, contrary indeed to my 


expectation as well as my wiſhes, to accept 
the government of your province'. Amidſt 
the numberleſs uneaſy thoughts and occupations 
which this circumſtance occaſions me, it is my 
ſingle conſolation, that I could not have ſuc- 
ceeded any man in this employment who would 
be more diſpoſed than yourſelf, to deliver it up 


The great commotions that had been raiſed the laſt 
ear in Rome, on account of the elections, have already 
deen mentioned in the notes above. In order therefore to 
remedy theſe evils for the future, by abating the intem. 
perateardour with which the magiſtracies were purſued; it 
was thought expedient to deprive the prætorſhip and con- 
fulate of one of their principal and moſt tempting advan- 
tages. This conſiſted in the government of provinces: to 
whichthoſe magiſtratesofcourſeſucceeded at the expiration 
of their reſpective adminiſtrations, For theſe governments 
not only ſecured them from any impeachments during the 
time they continued in them, but were likewiſe inexhauſt- 
ible ſources of wealth to thoſe, who were not ſcrupulons 
in the means of obtaining it. Accordingly a law paſſed, 
by which it was enacted, that no future prætor or conſul 
ſhould be capable of a provincial charge, till five years after 
the expiration of his office; and in the mean time that the 
provinces ſhould be ſupplied from among thoſe of prz- 
torian and conſular rank, who had laid down their offices 
without ſucceeding to any government. Cicero was ofthis 
number: and it is probable there were ſo few of them, that 
he was not at liberty to refuſe, what it is very certain he 
| kad no inclination to accept. Dio, xl. p. 142. 1 


Book III. MU 269 
o me as little embarraſſed as poſſible. I hope AU. 700. 


you entertain the ſame opinion of my diſpoſi- 
tion with regard to you: and be aſſured J ſhall 
never diſappoint you in this expectation. I 
moſt earneſtly then entreat you, by all the ties 
of our friendſhip in particular, as well as by that 
uncommon generoſity which diſtinguiſhes your 
actions in general, to render me upon this occa- 
fon every good office in your power: as un- 
doubtedly there' are many. 

You will obſerve, from the decree of the 
ſenate, that I was under a neceſſity of accepting 
the government of ſome province: and I muſt 
repeat it once more, the eaſe with which I ſhall 
paſs thro? the functions of my miniſtry, depends 
upon your ſmoothing, as far as in you lies, the 
difficulties at my firſt entrance. You are the 
beſt judge in what particular inſtances you can 
contribure to this end: I will' only in general 
| beſeech you to do ſo in every article wherein 
you imagine your ſervices may avail me. I 
might enlarge on this ſubject, if either your | 
own generous temper, or our mutual friend- 
ſhip, would ſuffer me to dwell upon it any 
longer: and I may add too, if the nature of my 
requeſt did not ſufficiently ſpeak for itſelf. I 
vill only therefore aſſure you, that if I ſhould 
"ot make this application in vain, you may de- 

| pend 


270 
A. U. 700, pend upon receiving a ſtrong and laſting ſatiſ- 
faction from the faithful returns of my grati- 
tude. Farewel. * 7 


this book, 2 
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LETTER XXIV, 
| To the Same. 
I Arrived on the 22d of May at Brundiſium, 
where I found your lieutenant * Quintus 


Fabius: who agreeably to your orders informed 
me, that it 1s highly expedient Cilicia ſhould 


be ſtrengthened with an additional number of 


forces. This was conformable, not only to my 
own ſentiments, who am more immediately con- 
cerned in the ſecurity of that province, but to 
the opinion likewiſe of the ſenate: who thought 
it reaſonable, that both Bibulus* and myſelf 
ſhould reinforce our reſpective legions with re- 


_ cruits from Italy. But it was ſtrongly oppoſed 


Every proconſul, or governor of a province, was ac- 
companied with a certain number of lieutenants, in pro- 


portion to his rank and quality. 'Theſe officers ſerved him 


as a kind of firſt miniſters in civil affairs: and they com- 
manded in chief under him when he took the field. 

2 Some account has already been given of Bibulus in the 
notes on the preceding book. See rem. 10. p. 163. He 
was appointed governor of Syria, a province bordering on 
that of Cilicia; to which Cicero was on his way when he 
wrote the preſent letter, and all the ſubſequent ones in 


by 
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by Sulpicius the conſul : though not without A. U. 702. 
very warm remonſtrances on our parts. How- 
ever, as it ſeemed to be the general inclination 
of the ſenate that we ſhould haſten our depar- 
ture; we were obliged to ſubmit : and we ſet 
forward accordingly. 1 5 
Let me now repeat the requeſt I made in my 
laſt from Rome, and again entreat you to favour 
me in all thoſe inſtances wherein one friend can 
oblige another who ſucceeds to his government. 
In ſhort, let it be your care to convince the 
world, that I could not have followed a more 
affectionate predeceſſor : as it ſhall- be mine to 
give conſpicuous © proofs, that you could not 
have reſigned your province to one more fin- 
cerely devoted to your intereſt. 0 
I underſtood by the copy which you commu- | . 
nicated to me of thoſe diſpatches you ſent to IF 


elf the ſenate, that you had actually diſbanded a 
e- WH confiderable part of your army. But Fabius 
ſed aſures me, this was a point which you only had 


In your intention ; and that when he left you, 
the whole number of your legions was com- 
plete. If this be the caſe, you will greatly 
oblige me by keeping the few forces under your 


a the | 5 

He 3 Servius Sulpicius Rufus was conſul this year, together 
8 x vith Marcus Claudius Marcellus. For a more particular 
en 


count of the former, ſee rem. 1. p. 119. vol. ii. and of 
the latter, rem. 3, let. 35. of this book, | 


command, 
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A. U. 702. command, entire: as I ſuppoſe the decree of 
the ſenate which paſſed in relation to this ar- 
ticle, has already been tranſmitted to you. To 

compriſe all in one word, I pay ſo great a de- 
ference to your judgment, that whatever mea- 
ſures you may think proper to purſue; I ſhall 
undoubtedly believe them reaſonable : though 
I am perſuaded, at the ſame time, you will 
purſue ſuch only as ſhall appear to be for my 
benefit. eta Ae Es 
J am waiting at Brundiſium for my lieute- 
nant Caius Pontinius, whom I expect here on 
the firſt of June: and I ſhall take the earlieſt 
opportunity, after his arrival, of proceeding on 
my voyage. Farewel. 8 


LETTER XXV. 
CokL ius“, to Cicero. 
GREEABLY to my promiſe when ws 
I parted, I have ſent you a full account of 
every event that has happened ſince you left 
Rome. For this purpoſe, I employed a perſon 
to collect the news of the town: and am only 


4 Manutius has with great induſtry drawn together the 
ſeveral ſcattered paſſages in the andient hiftorians, relzt- 


ing to Cœlius: and it is but a piece of juſtice due to that im 
learned critic to acknowledge, that the following accoun! Ci 
is extracted from thoſe materials, which his labours ſpared Sen 


me the trouble of collecting. 


5 . 5 afraid 
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afraid you will think he has executed his office 
much too punctually. I am ſenſible at the 
fame time, that you are a man of infinite curio- 
ſity ; and that travellers take pleaſure in being 
informed of every little circumſtance tranſacted 
at home. But I hope you will not impute it 
to any want of reſpect, that I aſſigned over 
this employment to another hand. On the 
contrary, as much engaged as J really am, and 
as little fond of writing as you know me to be, 


I ſhould with great pleaſure execute any com- 
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miſſion which gave me occaſion to think of 


Marcus Cœlius was tribune of the people, the year before 


this letter was written, He diſtinguiſhed himſelf in that 


office by zealouſly and boldly fupporting the elaim of the 
ſenate and the intereſts of the ariſtocratical party, againſt 
the attacks of the oppoſite faction. When the civil war 
broke out between Pompey and Cæſar, he affected at firſt 
to ſtand neuter : he afterwards however thought proper to 
join with the latter. But Cæſar not gratilying his ambi- 
tion in the manner he expected, he changed ſides, and 
raiſed great diſturbances in Rome in favour of Pompey. 
Cœlius applied himſelf early to the art of oratory: and 
for that purpoſe was introduced by his father to the ac- 
quaintance of Cicero, under whoſe direction he formed his 
eloquence. His parts and genius ſoon diſtinguiſhed him 
in the forum : but though his ſpeeches were conceived 
with peculiar ſpirit and vivacity; his language was thought 
forced, and the harmony of his periods too much neglected. 
His morals were ſuitable to the degenerate age in which 
he lived; luxurious and diſſolute: as his temper was re- 


markably inflammable, and apt to kindle into the moſt 


implacable reſentments. Cic. orat. pro Cœlio. Cæſ. Bel. 
Crv, iii. Vel. Paterc. ii, Dialog. de canſ. corrupt. eloquent. 


Senec, de Ira. iii, See rem. 6. p. 145. and rem. 12. p. 147. 


of vol. ii. 
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. 702, you. I truſt however, when you caſt your eye 


upon this volume of news, yoh will very readily 
admit my excuſe ; as I know not indeed who 


elſe, except the compiler, could find leiſure, 


I will not ſay to tranſcribe, but even to peruſe 
ſuch a ſtrange medley. It contains a collection 
of decrees of the ſenate and rumours of the peo- 


ple; of private tales and public edits. Should 


it happen, nevertheleſs, to afford you no ſort of 
entertainment : give me due notice, that I may 
not put myſelf to this prodigious expence only 
to be impertinent. If any events of more im- 
portance ſhould ariſe, and which are above the 
force of theſe hackney news-writers, I will take 


the relation upon myſelf, and give you a full 


account of the ſentiments and ſpeculations of 
the world concerning it: but at preſent there is 
little of this kind ſtirring. 5 
As to the report which was ſo current when 
we were at Cume', of enfranchiſing the colo- 
nies on the other ſide the Po*; it does not ſeem 


5 Acity in Campania, ſitaated upon the ſea coaſt : near 


which Cicero bad a villa. 


6 Cifalpine Gaul was divided into two parts by the river 
Po; and accordingly as the inhabitants were Guated with 


reſpett to Italy, either cn one fide or the other of that 
river, they were called C:/pad ini, or Tranſpadani. Cæſar 
had a ſcheme. of putting the latter on the {ame foot with 
the municipal towns of Italy ; the chief magiſtrates wherecf 
had a right of ſuffrage in the aſſemblies of the Roman 
ſeople, and were capable of being elected to the offices of 


to 


i 
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to have travelled beyond that city: at leaſt I A. U. 702 
have heard no mention of this affair ſince my —— 
return to Rome. Marcellus not having yet 
moved that Cæſar may be recalled from his go- 
vernment in Gaul, and intending to defer it, 
as he told me himſelf, to the firſt of June; it 
has occaſioned the revival of thoſe ſuſpicions to 
his diſadvantage, which ſo ſtrongly prevailed 
when you were here“. | 
If you had an interview* with Pompey (as I 
remember it was your intention) let me know 
the converſation that paſſed between you, and 
what you could diſcover of his deſigns : for tho? 
he ſeldom ſpeaks his real ſentiments, he has 
not artifice enough to conceal them'. As to 


the republic. This ſeems to be the circumſtance to which 

Cœlius here alludes: as Cicero obſcurely hints at it like- 

wiſe in one of his letters to Atticus. See Ad Ati. v. 2. and 

the remark of Mongault upon that paſſage. 

Marcellus, the preſent conſul, diſtinguiſhed himſelf 

throughout his whole adminiſtration by a warm oppoſition 
to Cæſar: as he afterwards actually made the motion, of 

which Cœlius here ſpeaks. He was not however ſo for- 

tunate as to ſucceed in it; being oppoſed by his colleague 

Sulpicius in conjunction with ſome of the tribunes. Dio. 
if xli. p. 148. See his character in remark 3. on the 35th 
| letter of this book, p. 320. 
s Pompey was at this time at Tarentum, a maritimecity 
of Calabria : where Cicero ſpent a few days with him in 
lis way to Cilicia, while he waited the arrival of his 
lieutenant Pontinius. Ad Att. v. 6. | | 

9 Cicero in his letters to Atticus often mentions the dif- 
ficulty of penetrating into Pompey's real deſigns; but if 
Cœlius may be credited, he was, it ſeems, one of thoſe 


1 Cæſar, 
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A U. 702. Cæſar, we have frequent, and no very favout- 


able reports concerning him: however they are 


at preſent nothing more than rumours. Some 


ſay he has loſt all his cavalry; and I believe this 
is the truth of the caſe: others that the ſeventh 
legion has been entirely defeated, and that he 


himſelf is ſo ſurrounded by the Bellovaci', that 


he cannot poſſibly receive any ſuccours from the 
main body of his army. But this news is not 
publicly known: on the contrary it is only the 


whiſper of a party which I need not name, and 


who mention it with great caution; particularly 

Domitius*, who tells it in your ear with a moſt 

important air of ſecreſy. _ LE: 
A ſtrong report prevailed here, that you were 


aſſaſſinated upon the road on the 24th of May, 


by Quintus Pompeius“. I heartily curſed the 
idle authors of this alarm: however it did not 


give me any great diſturbance, as I knew Pom- 


over-refined diſſemblers, who, as our Britiſh Horace ob- 
ſerves, are | 


So very elgſe they're hid from none. Port. 


A moſt martial and powerful people in Belgic Gaul, 
againſt whom Cæſar was at this time making war. 

2 Lucius Domitius Anobarbus, one of Cæſar's avowed 
enemies. A particular account will be given of him in 


the remarks on the letter addreſſed to him in this col- 
lection. 


3 Quintus Pompeius Rufus was tribune the laſt year, and 
a principal author of thoſe diſturbances which enſued upon 
the death of Clodius. See remark 5. p. 263. of this vol. 
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peius to be then at Baulis*, where the poor man A. U. 702. 


is reduced to exerciſe the miſerable office of a 


pilot, to keep himſelf from ſtarving. May you 


ever be as ſecure from all other dangers, as you 
were fm . 


Your friend * Plancus is at Ravenna: and 


notwithſtanding the very conſiderable bene- 
faction he has lately received from Cæſarꝰ; the 
man is ſtill in diſtreſs. 5 | 

Your political treatiſe ” is univerſally read and 
much admired. Farewel. 


At the expiration of his office therefore, being convicted 
of theſe miſdemeanors, he was baniſhed from Rome, 
Dio. xl. p. 146. y | 

4 Acity in Campania, | | 

5 Munatius Plancus Burſa : of whom an account has 
been given in rewark 5. p. 263. of this vol. Celius ſpeaks 
ironically, when he calls him Cicero's friend. 


6 See remark®, p. 166. of this vol., | | 


7 © It was drawn up in the form ofa dialogue, in which 
the greateſt perſons of the republic were introduced. 
« From the fragments of this work which ſtill remain, it 
appears to have been a noble performance, and one of 
his capital pieces; where all the important queſtions 
«in politics and morality, were* diſcuſſed with the 
« greateſt elegance and accuracy.“ Mid. Life of Cic. 
vol. ii. P · 94+ 8vo. edit, l ; 
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by a flight indiſpoſition. Ad Au. v. 8. 
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LETTER. XXYIL. 


To Appius PULCHER. 


\ 


. U. 72, I Received your letter at this place* on the 
| 1 Ach of June, by which I am informed that 


you have charged Lucius Clodius with a meſ- 
ſage to me, I am therefore waiting for his ar- 
rival, that T may hear as early as poſſible, 


whatever he has to ſay on your part. In the 


mean time, notwithſtanding I have already by 
many. inſtances convinced you, I hope, of 
my friendſhip : yet let me aſſure you, that I 


| ſhall particularly endeavour to ſhew it upon 


every occaſion, by the moſt tender regard for 
your character. I have the ſatisfaction in re- 
turn to be informed, not only by Fabius, and 
Flaccus, but particularly by Octavius, of the 
ſhare you allow me in your eſteem. I had 


before, indeed, many reaſons for believing 1 
enjoyed that privilege; but chiefly by that very 


agreeable preſent of your treatiſe upon augury, 


9 Brundifium, This letter was written but a few days 
after the laſt addreſſed to Appius, which is likewiſe dated 


from this place: where Cicero continued about a fortnight. 


He was prevented from embarking ſooner, not only as he 


waited the arrival of his lieutenant Pontinius, but alſo 


- which 


Book III. or C1 CERO. 


which you have ſo affe ctionately addreſſed to A. U.7 5 


me'. No teſtimony ſhall be wanting on my 
part, likewiſe, of the ſingular friendſſ ip. bear 


you. The truth is, you have continually riſen 


in my affection ever ſince you firſt diſtinguiſhed 
me with yours: but you are now ſtill more 
endeared to me from that regard I entertain 
for thoſe illuſtrious perſons with whom you 
have formed a family-alliance*. For Pompey 
and Brutus, though ſo diſtant from each other 
in point of age, have both of them the ſame 
high rank in my eſteem. I muſt add, that the 
connection betweenus as fellow-members of the 


| fame ſacred college“, eſpecially after the ho- 


nourable applauſe I have lately received from 


1 This treatiſe was drawn up in vindication of the 


augural ſcience, or the art of fore-telling events, from 
certain ſigns which providence was ſuppoſed to have in- 
tended as intimations of futurity. This ſcience was ge. 


nerally exploded by the wiſer part of their philoſophers, 


as having no foundation in reaſon or experience : but Ap. 


ivs was ſo weakly credulous, it ſeems, as ſeriouſly to 
elieve and maintain the contrary. See Life of Cic. v. iii. 


p- 348. 8vo. Edit. | 
2 See the latter end of remark 2, on lꝛtter 3, of this 
book, p. 225. 6-1 
3 The college of Augurs, of which Cicero and Appius 
were members, conſiſted at this time of fifteen Fel/loavs, (if 


that term may be allowed) who were all of them perſons 


of the firſt diſtinction in Rome. Their office was to deter- 


mine whether the omens, which were always conſulted 
reviouſly to the tranſaRing of any public buſineſs, were 


avourable for that purpoſe, or obſerved in a proper manner, 
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A. U. 702. you', is a very powerful cement of our mutual 


friendſhip. 
If I ſhould have an interview with Clodius, 


whom I ſhall endeavour to ſee as ſoon as poſ- 


' ible, I ſhall have occaſion to write to you more 
fully. I will at this time therefore only farther 
aſſure you, that I read with great pleaſure that 
partof yourletter where you tell me, your ſingle 
reaſon for continuing in the province, is. in or- 
der to give me a meeting. Farewel. 


This gave them a very conſiderable authority in the com- 
monwealth; as it was in their power to obſtruct the moſt 
important affairs of the ſtate, by declaring that they were 
unwarranted by the auſpices. Cicero, about two years 
before the date of the 3 letter, was elected into this 
college, in the place of young Craſſus: who periſhed (as 


has already been obſerved) in the unfortunate expedition 


which his father undertook againſt the Parthians. 


4 This alludes to the treatiſe mentioned above, which 


Appius inſcribed to Cicero. 
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To Carus Mzuufus'. 


Am doubtful whether T have more reaſon to A. U. 502. 
regret or rejoice, that I did not find you, as I | 
ITS | 


The family of Caius Memmius was eſteemed one of 
the moſt ancient in all Rome ; being deſcended, it was 
ſaid, from Mneſtheus, a companion of Æneas in his expe- 
dition into Italy. Memmius having paſſed thro? the of- | 
ices of tribune and prætor, offered himſelf as a candidate f 
for the conſulſhip, in the year of Rome 699: and the ini. = 
quitous engagement into which he entered in order to ſe. 
cure his election, affords a very remarkable ſpecimen, not 
only of his own character, but of the unparalleled dege. 
neracy of the age in which he lived. Ihe conſuls of that 
year were Domitius Ænobarbus, and 2 Pulcher, the 

erſon to whom the preceding letter an 


ſeveral others 
in this book are addreſſed. It was ſtipulated between 


theſe worthy magiſtrates, and the two aſſociates who 
were joint candidates to ſucceed them, that they ſhould 

mutually aſſiſt each other in their reſpective views. On 
the part of the conſuls it was agreed, that they ſhould 

promote the election of Memmius and his friend Calvi- 
nus, with all their credit and power. Theſe, in return, 
entered into a bond in the penalty of ſomewhat more 

than 3oool. by which they obliged themſelves to procure 
three Augurs who-ſhould atteſt, that they were preſent 
in the Comitia when a law paſſed to. inveſt theſe conſuls . 
with the military command in their provinces. The con- 8 
tract farther added, that they would alſo produce three | | 
perſons of conſular rank; who ſhould likewiſe depoſe, that 

they were not only preſent in the ſenate, but actually in 
the number of thoſe who ſigned adecree, by which the uſual 

roconſular appointments were granted to Appius and Æno- 

rbus. The truth, however, was, that ſo far from auy , 

law or decree of this nature ever having paſſed, it had not | 
even been propoſed either to the people or the ſenate. Ex. 


| Romanos rerum dominos, gentemqne togatam ! 


expected, 
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A. U. 702. expected in Athens*. On the one hand, if that 
F meeting would have renewed my concern for 


Extraordinary as this infamous aſſociation was; it is fill 
more ſurpriſing that Memmius ſhould have had the front 
publicly to avow it, by becoming himſelf the informer of 
the whole tranſaction. Yet ſo the fact is: and, in com. 
pliance with the perfuaſions of Pompey, he laid open the 

whole of this ſhameful agreement to the ſenate. It is dif. 
ficult to imagine the motive that could induce Memmius 
to make a diſcovery, which muſt ſhew him to the world, 
in every view, ſo completely abandoned. But Pompey, it 
is highly probable, ee him to this reſolution, with 
the hope that the rendering public ſo unexampled a viola. 
tion ot all that ought to be held moſt ſacred in ſociety, 
would add ſtrength to thoſe flames which now raged inthe 
commonwealth, For moſt of the hiſtorians agree, that 
Pompey ſecretly fomented the preſent tumults, in order to 
reduce the wow! fy to the neceſſity of inveſting him with 
the ſupreme authority. What reſolutions were taken in 
the ſenate upon this occaſion, do not clearly appear : for 
thoſe paſſages in the letters to Atticus wherein their pro- 
ceedings in relation to this affair ſeem to be hintedat, are 
extremely dark; and rendered ſtill more obfcure by the 
negligence of the tranſcribers, in blending epiſtles together 
of ditkerent and diſtant dates. It is certain, however, that 
Memmius loft his election: ſome time after which, being 
impeached, and ſentenced to baniſnment, he retired to 
Athens; where he ſeems to have ſpent the remainder ofhis 
days. He was a man of greater parts than application, and 
would have proved an excellent orator, if he had truſted 
leſs to the ſtrength of his natural genius : or rather, indeed, 
if he had not been too indolent to improve his faculties of 
this kind, by an habitual exerciſe. He was not too lazy 
however toemploy them with' the Jadies : in which hewas 
extremely ſucceſsful : particularly with the wife of Marcus 
Lucullus, brother to the celebrated Lucius Lucullus, fo 
well known to every reader of the Roman ſtory. He 
ſeems, in truth, to have been one of that fort of men, who, 
in the language of Shakeſpear, is f.rmed to make e 
Falk; at leaſt if a poet may be ſuppoſed no flatterer in the 
one he draws of his patron. For Lucretius, who in- 
cribed his poem to Memmius, repreſents Venus, in his 
invocation to that goddeſs, as having beſtowed ppon = 
3 | C 
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the injuſtice” which has been done you; I ſhould A. U. 702. 
have had the ſatisfaction on the other, of being 0 
1 witneſs of your ſupporting it with the moſt 
| philoſophical magnanimity. Upon the whole, 
however, I cannot but lament that I did not 


her favourite, every charm that could render him the 
molt graceful and accompliſhed of the ſons of men: 


Te fociam ſtudeo ſeribundis verſibus oe, 

av ego de Rerum Natura pangere conor 
emmiade ugſtro quam tu, Dea, tempare in omne 

Omnibus ornatum oe; excellere rebus. 


Thy aid, celeſtial Queen of beauty, bring, | 
While nature's laws in vent' rous verſe I ſing 3 
To Memmius fing : the man by Thee deſign'd, | 
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With ev'ry grace and ev' ry art refin'd, 
Io ſhine the firſt and faireſt of his kind. 
. = L 


Cifarii prole gem. in Tucret. de gent. Memmia. Ad Att, iv. 
18. Suet. in Aug. 40. Virgil. Eu. i. 286. De clar. orat. 
70. Ad Att. i. 18. Ducret. i. 25. | 

© Cicero took Athens in his way toCilicia : and Mem- | 
mius left that city the day before his arriyal. Manutius 
ſuppoſes that he withdrew on purpoſe to avoid our author, 
with whom, he imagines, Memmius was diſguſted for not 
having given him his aſſiſtance at his trial. But this is 
merely conjecture: and has ſo much the leſs foundation 
35 there is not the leaſt hint of this kind in the letter to 
Atticus, wherein Cicero acquaints him with the circum. 
tance of his not meeting with Memmius. Ad Att. v. 10. 

7 It is by no means certain upon what occaſion Mem- 
mius was baniſhed. The principal commentators indeed, 
are of opinion, that it was in 8 of a proſecution 
that was commenced againſt him for thoſe corrupt prac- 
tices mentioned in the firſt remark on this letter. Butit 
ſeems to appear from Cicero's epiſtles to his brother, ei- 
ther that Memmius and his aſſociates were all acquitted 
ok that impeachment, or that theig ſeveral proſecutions 
vere dropped. Vid. ad Q: F. iii. 2. 3. 8. 7 

> F : ee 
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A. U. 702. ſee you: for the uncaſineſs I feel at your unme- 


other reſpects it would have added very conſi- 
derably to my pleaſure. It is a pleaſure there. 


the mean time, ſo much of the purpoſe of my 


the ſubject, let me previouſly aſſure you, that! 


any farther than it ſhall be agreeable to your 


cept his philoſophy : for there, indeed, we are 


Principal advocate both for him and his aſſo- 
ciates. I muſt add, that he was recommended 


rited ſufferings is too great to have admitted of 
much increaſe by that interview; and in all 


fore, in which I ſhall without ſcruple indulge 
myſelf, the firſt convenient opportunity. In 


intended viſit as may be explained, and, I ſhould 
hope, ſettled too, in a letter I will now lay be- 
fore you. The favour I am going to requeſt, 
though of little conſequence to you, is of much 
1mportance to me : however, ere I enter upon 


do not deſire you to comply with my inclinations 


own. I muſt inform you then in the firſt place, 
that I am moſt intimately united with Patro 
the Epicurean ; in every article, I mean, ex- 


at a great diſtance. I received the firſt marks 
of his eſteem, ſo long ago as when he diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf at Rome by his ſingular attach- 
ment to you and your family : and in the cauſe 
which he lately gained in our courts, I was 4 


to 
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to me by my very worthy friend Phædrus: a A. U. 702, 
man whom, long before I became acquainted Y 


with Philo“, and indeed from my childhood, I 
always highly valued. The firſt quality that 
recommended him to my eſteem, was his philo- 
ſophical abilities: as I afterwards had reaſon to 
admire him for his moral and ſocial virtues. 
Before I left Rome, I received a letter from 
Patro requeſting me, in the firſt place, to in- 
tercede with you to be reconciled to him; and 
in the next, that you would make him a grant 
of an old ruinous edifice which belongs, it ſeems, 
to the college of Epicurus*. I forbore writing 
to you however upon this ſubject, as being un- 
willing to interrupt you in the deſign, which I 
then thought you entertained, of building upon 
that ſpot. But I now comply with his ſolici- 
tation, as he has aſſured me, ſince my arrival in 
Athens, that it is the general opinion of your 
5 Phzdrus, it is ſuppoſed, was the predeceſſor of Patro 
in the Epicurean college. | ; 5 

Cicero, in another part of his writings, mentions an 
Academic philoſopher of this name, whoſe lectures he at- 
in- tended, If the ſame perſon be meant in both places, as 
5 indeed is highly probable, Mr. Roſs is undoubtedly right 
in charging the learned Manutius with a miſtake, in 
imagining Philo to have been an Epicurean, and prede- 
ceſlor to Phædrus. | hs 


Memmius had obtained a grant of this edifice from | 


bo Athenians, in order to build a houſe for his own 
e. 


friends, 
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A. U. 702. friends, that you have totally laid aſide this 


prejudice againſt my friend, by the ill offices of 


generous nature. Shall I freely own to you my 


his being ſo earneſt in preſſing this affair of the 


yours, to be obſtinate in trifles. You are well 
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ſcheme. Should this prove to be the real caſe, 
and your particular intereſt ſhould no longer in- 
terfere, let me prevail with you to grant his pe- 
tition. And if you ſhould have taken any little 


his countrymen, (whoſe capricious tempers Iam 
well acquainted with) I entreat you to renounce 
your reſentment, not only for my ſake, but in 
compliance alſo with the ſuggeſtions of your own 


real ſentiments? To confeſs the truth then, 
there does not appear any juſt reaſon either for 


edifice, or for your perſiſting in your refuſal, 
This at leaſt is moſt evident, that it is much 
more ſuitable to a man of his character than of 


appriſed, I know, of the plea which Patro al- 
ledges, to juſtify his warmth upon this occaſion. 
I need not mention, therefore, that he urges the 
honour and reverence which is due to the laſt 
injunctions of Epicurus? ; the particular regard 


* Diogenes Laertius hath preſerved in his life of Epi. 
© curus, the will of that great philoſopher. . In the fir 
e article, the ſchools and gardens, and every thing be- 
« longing to them, are entailed upon his ſueceſſors in 
<« that ſe& of philoſophy, which ſhould be called after his 
« name. Mr, Roſs, - 8 , 
c 


Ben cy. 


he owes to the earneſt requeſt of Phædrus: to- A U. 702, 
gether with that veneration which ought to be 
paid to a manſion impreſſed with the foot-ſteps 
of ſo many celebrated philoſophers. One cannot, 
indeed, condemn his zeal in this inſtance, with- 
out deriding at the ſame time the whole ſyſtem 
of his philoſophy. But neither you nor I are 
ſuch enemies to thoſe of his ſe&, as not to be 
inclined to paon an enthuſiaſm of this ſort ; 
eſpecially as it is a prejudice (if it be a pre- 
judice) that ariſes from the weakneſs, not the 
wickedneſs, of his heart. But I muſt not forget 
to mention another inducement, which engaged 
me to apply to you in his favour. I will in- 
troduce it by aſſuring you, that I look upon 
Atticus as my brother : and indeed there is no 
man who has a more conſiderable ſhare of my 
heart, or from whoſe friendſhip I derive greater 
aisfaftion*. It is in purſuance of his moſt 
earneſt intreaty, as well as of Patro's, that I 
make the preſent application. And tho' Atticus 
aft ij by no means of a temper to be importunate, : 


4 The friendſhip which ſubſiſted between Cicero and 
Atticus is ſo. well known even to the moſt common reader, 
that it would be impertinent to make it the ſubject of a 
note: as it would be foreign to the purpoſe of theſe re- 
marks, to enter into the character of that celebrated Ro- 
man, who is only mentioned incidentally in this place, 


ind bears no part in the correſpondence contained in the 
preſent collection. | 


nor 


the Areopagus, N 


4 
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A. U. 702. nor has any ambitious purpoſes of his own to 


gratify; yet he has deſired me, with all the ar- 


dour imaginable, to exert my utmoſt intereſt 


with you in this affair. Not that he is influ- 


enced by his particular attachment to this ſect; 
for he has too much learning as well as judg- 


ment, to be a bigot to their unphiloſophical 
tenets: but he is ſwayed entirely by his friend- 
ſhip for Patro, and the eſteem he entertained 


for his predeceſſor in this college, the worthy 


Phædrus. He is perſuaded that my influence 
with you is ſo great, that the ſlighteſt intimation 


from me would prevail with you to relinquiſh 


your right to this edifice, even tho' you had in- 
tended to make uſe of it for your own purpoſes, 
If he ſhould hear, therefore, that notwithſtand- 
ing you have noſuch deſign, I have nevertheleſs 
proved unſucceſsful in my application ; he will 
have a worſe opinion of my friendſhip than of 
yours, and imagine I did not ſufficiently enforce 
his requeſt. I entreat you then to ſignify to 
your agents at Athens, your conſent to the 
repeal of the decree of the Areopagites', which 


has been made in relation to this ſtructure. 


Nevertheleſs, 1 will.end as I began, and again 


5 $ The Areopagites were magiſtrates who preſided in the 
ſupreme council and court of judicature at Athen, called 


aſſure 


Book III. bor CIcERO. 


aſſure you, that although nothing will be more A. U. 70a. 


acceptable to me, than your compliance in the 


preſent inſtance; yet I preſs it no farther than 


as it | may co incide with your own inclinations. 
Farewel. . | boob 


LETTER XXVII. 
To Marxevs CoxLivs®. 


oui you ſeriouſiy then imagine, my 


me the idle news of the town; matches of gla- 
diators, adjournments of cauſes, robberies, and 
the reſt of thoſe unintereſting occurrences, which 


am in the midſt of them at Rome 785 Far other 
are the accounts which I expect from your 


: hand : as I know not any man whoſe judg- 
I! <p 
of ment in politics I have more reaſon to value. 


| ſhould eſteem it a miſemployment of your 
talents, even were you to tranſmit to me thoſe 
more important tranſactions that daily ariſe in 
the republic ; unleſs they ſhould happen to 
relate immediately to myſelf; There are other 
eſs penetrating politicians, who will ſend me 
ntelligence of this ſort : and I ſhall be abun- 


6 This letter, as well as the preceding one, was written 


p. 272. 


friend, that I commiſſioned you to ſend 


no one ventures to mention to me, even when I 


from Athens: and is an anſwer to the 25th of this book, 
Vou. I. U dantly 
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A. U. 702. dantly ſupplied with it likewiſe by common 
fame. In ſhort, it is not an account either of 
what has lately been tranſacted, or is in preſent 

_ agitation, that I require in your letters: I 
expect, as from one whoſe diſcernment is 
capable of looking far into futurity, your opi- 
nion of what is likely to happen. Thus, by 
ſeeing a plan, as it were, of the republic, I 
ſhall be enabled to judge what kind of ſtructure 
will probably ariſe. |Hitherto, however, I have 
no reaſon to charge you with having been neg- 
ligent in communicating to me your prophetic 
conjectures. For the events which have lately 
happened in the commonwealth, were much be- 
yond any man's penetration : I am ſure A 
25 were beyond mine. | 

T paſſed ſeveral days with Peng In con- 
verſation upon public affairs : but it is neither 

_ prudent, nor poſſible, to give you the parti- 
culars in a letter. In general, however, I will 
affure you, that he is animated with the moſt 


patriot ſentiments*, and is prudently prepared, 


7 See rem. 8. p. 275. of this vol. 
Cicero ſo often changed his opinion, or at leaſt his 
language i in regard to 3 that it is difficult to de- 
: termine what his true ſentiments of him were. It is 
bable, however, that he here f the dictates of his real 
thoughts, not only as he gives the ſame account to Atticus, 
but becauſe Pompey received him with particular civilit I. 
a circumſtance which ſeems at all times to have h 
* conſiderable influence upon Cicero? , nt con 


as 
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as well as reſolutely determined, to act as the A. U. 702. 
intereſt of-the republic ſhall require. I would © 


adviſe you therefore wholly to attach yourſelf 
to him: and believe me, he will rejoice to em- 
brace you as his friend. He now indeed en- 


tertains the ſame opinion both with you and 


myſelf, of the good and ill intentions of the 
different parties in the republic. 9 
I have ſpent theſe laſt ten days at Athens: 
from whence I am this moment : ſetting out. 
During my continuance in this city, I have fre- 


quently enjoyed the company of our friend 
Gallus Caninius?. | 


I recommend all my affairs to your care and 


protection, but particularly (what indeed is my 


principal concern) that my reſidence in the 
province may not be prolonged'. I will not 


cerning the characters and deſigns of men. Vid. Ad Att. v. 
6 2 | | ; | 

9 It appears by the 5th letter of the preceding book, 
that when Pompey was exhibiting his entertainments at 
the opening of his celebrated theatre; Cicero was en- 
gaged in the detence of one Gallus Caninius. Manutius 
conjectures that this is the ſame perſon, who in conſe- 
quence of that impeachment, was now, he ſuppoſes, an 
exile at Athens. 5 e 

The ſucceflion to the ſeveral provinces, was uſuall 
annual. As Cicero entered upon his government muc 
againſt his inclinations, he was extremely uneaſy leſt, by 
any accidental circumſtances of the republic, he ſhould be 
continued in it beyond the expiration of his year. The 
province was aſcene by no means ſuitable to his temper or 
talents: and he was impatient to return to the Forum, and 
the ſenate, where he imagined he could ſhine with a much 
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A. U. 702, preſcribe the .methods you ' ſhould employ for 


that purpoſe : as you are the moſt competent 


judge by what means, and by whoſe interven- 
tion, it may be beſt effected. Farewel. 


July the 6th. 


LETTER XXIX. 
Maxcus Corl ius“ to CiIickRO. 


„Es my friend, Meſſalla“ is moſt cer- 
1 tainly acquitted: and acquitted too, not 


only by a majority in the ſeveral orders“ which 


more adyantageous luſtre. His conduct however was in no 


part of his life ſo unqueſtionably laudable, as in his admi- 


niſtration of Cilicia: as will appear, perhaps, from the 
remarks on the following book. Ad Att. v. 10. 15. 

2 It ſeems probable from one of the epiſtles to Atticus, 
that Cicero received this letter at Gyarus, a little iſland 
in the Ægæan ſea: at which he touched in his voyage to 
Cilicia. Ad Art. v. 12. x | 

Marcus Valerius Meſſalla, was conſul in the year of 
Rome 700. The corrupt meaſures which he, as well as 
the reſt of thoſe who were joint-candidates with him, 
purſued, in order to ſecure their election, were ſo ex- 
travagantly profuſe, as to occaſion the intereſt of mone 
to advance to. double the uſual rate. It was for thoſe 
illegal practices, that he was this year brought upon his 
trial. Ad Att. iv. 15. ; : 

The bench of judges, gf eue. regulation of Pompey, 
was compoſed of ſenators, knights, and certain officers 
always * from among the Plebeians, called Tribuni 
erarit, who in modern language might perhaps be ſtyled, 
auditors of the treaſury. Theſe judges (ſomewhat in the 
nature of our juries) were divided into three claſſes, agree- 


compoſe 
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compoſe the bench of judges, but by every in- A. U. 702 


dividual member of each reſpective claſs. I 


delivered. You muſt not imagine, however, 
that the world is convinced of his innocence : 


moſt aſtoniſhment when I heard him pronoun- 


ing to condole with him on the reverſe. What 
muſt have been the ſurpriſe then of others leſs 
biaſed in his behalf! The whole aſſembly, in 
truth, warmly exclaimed againſt the judges : 
and very ſtrongly intimated, that they looked 
upon them as guilty of the moſt, inſufferable 
corruption. My friend, in the mean time, is 
in much greater danger than he was before; as 
he will now moſt aſſuredly be indicted on the 
Licinian law. I muſt not forget to add, that 


bly to their reſpeRive orders, and gave their verdict by 
ots. 5 b | 

The author of this law was M. Licinius Craſſus; when 
he was conſul with Pompey an. urb. 698. It was called 
4 Sedalitiis: by which ſeems to have been underſtood an 


fig. p. 177. | 
N WE 


give you this as a fact within my own know-. 
ledge : for I was preſent when their verdict was 


on the contrary, never was there an event more 
unexpected, or which raifed ſo univerſal an in- 
dignation. For my own part, even with all 
my prejudices in his favour, I was under the ut- 


ced not guilty : and indeed it was a circumſtance . 
| fo little expected, that I was actually prepar- 


unlawful making of parties at elections. See Ken. KR. 
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A. U. 702. the day after his trial, his advocate Hortenſius“ 
appeared in Curio's theatre“: with a view, I 

ſuppoſe, of receiving the general pongratula- 

tions. But he no ſooner entered than lo! 


The hiſs contemptuous, and indignant roar, 
With thunder harſh the rending concave tore, 


This circumſtance is fo much the more obſery- 
able, as Hortenfius has paſſed on to a good old 

age, without ever having before been thus in- 
ſulted. But it broke out upon him with ſo 
much violence in the preſent inſtance, that it 
might yell ſuffice for a whole life: as I am 
perſuaded, indeed, it occaſioned him heartily to 
repent of the victory he had obtained. 

I have no political news to ſend you. Mar- 
cellus has dropped the deſign*, upon which he 
was lately ſo intent: but not ſo much from in- 
dolence, I believe, as prudence. It is wholly | 


* 1 


5 Hortenfius was uncle to Meſſalla: and the only orator 
of this age whoſe eloquence ſtood in any degree of com- 
+ petition with Cicero's. See vol. ii. p. 45. rem. 5. 
7 This theatre was erected by Curio on n of 
thoſe games which he exhibited in honour of his father's 
memory. See rem. 6. p. 236, of this vol. 


8 Celius in this inſtance was not ſo happy in his con- . 
8 as Cicero repreſents him in the foregoing letter. an 
or Marcellus had not dropped the defign, to which Cœ. il 2! 
lius here alludes : as appears, not only from the authority and 
cited in rem. 7. p. 275. of this vol. but alſo from one of * 
his own 3 epiſtles, See the 5th letter of the I * 


following book, p. 359. 


. uncertain 


B00 Ml. oer CICERO. 


As to my own purſuits ; there are two compe- 
titors with me for the Zdileſhip ; the one really 
is, and the other would fain be thought, a 


man of quality. In ſhort, Marcus Ocavius? | | 


and Caius Hirrus' are candidates with me for 
that office. I mention this, as I know your 


9 Noparticular account can be given of the perſon here . 


mentioned. It is certain, however, he was not the ſame 
Octavius who was father of Auguſtus Cæſar. For it ap- 
pears by the epiſtles to Atticus that the latter was gover- 
nor of Macedonia long before the time when this letter 
was written: and conſequently could not now be a can- 
didate for the office of Edile. | 

_ * Hirrus was a warm partizan of Pompey : but if Ci. 
cero, who was his declared enemy, may be credited, he 
was of a character more likely to prejudice than advance 


any cauſe he ſhould eſpouſe : for he repreſents him as an 


empty conceited coxcomb, who had the mortification to 
ſand unrivalled in the good opinion he entertained of his 


own merit and importance. O Di: / (ſays he, fpeaking of 
Hirrus in a letter to his brother) O Di: / quam ine tus; quam 


ſe ipſe amans fine rrvah ! Yet a time came when Cicero did 
not ſcruple to court the friendſhip.of this man, whom he ſo 
much affected to deſpiſe, and when he was making inte. 
reſt to obtain the honour of a triumph for his exploits in 
Cilicia, we find him applying to Atticus for his good of. 
fices in order to cloſe the breach between Hirrus and him. 
ſelf. Cicero feems indeed upon many occaſions to ha 
recollected too late, that in popular governments, a man 
who is not ſuperior to the ambition and intereſts of the 
world, can ſcarcely make a contemptible enemy. Ad 2. 
F. iii. 8. Ad Att. vii. 1. a : | 

2 The Adiles were of two kinds, plebeian and curule ; 
and it was the latter office that Cœlius was at this time 
ſoliciting. They had the care of the temples, theatres, 
and other public ſtructures: they were the judges, like- 
wiſe in all cauſes relative to the felling or exchanging 
eſtates. Rojfin. Anttg. 5 ; ; : > 


v4 | son- 


- 


295 
uncertain who will be our ſucceeding conſuls. A. U. 702, 
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> - A-U.702. contempt for the latter will raiſe your impa- 
— tience to be informed of the event of this elec- 
tion. I entreat you, as ſoon as you ſhall hear 
that I am choſen, to give proper directions 
about the Panthers: and in the mean time, 
that you would endeavour to procure the ſum 
of money which is due to me on the bond of 
Sittius. 55 5 | 
I ſent my firſt collection of domeſtic news 
by Lucius Caſtrinius Pztus : and I have given 
the ſubſequent part to the bearer of this letter, 
Farewel. | | 


It was cuſtomary for the Adiles to entertain the people 
\ with public ſhews twice during their office. The princi- 
al part of theſe entertainments conſiſted in combats, of 

yild beaſts of the moſt uncommon kinds, Manur. 


LET- 


LB TTER XXX. 


verified what I could not perſuade you to 
believe when you left Rome, and written to you 


as frequently as I promiſed ? I am ſure, atleaſt, 


if all my letters have reached your hands, you 
muſt acknowledge that I have been a more 


punctual correſpondent than yourſelf, I am the. 
more regular in my commerce of this kind, as - 
it is the only method I have of amuſing thoſe. 
few vacant hours I can ſteal from buſineſs, and 
which I uſed to take ſo much pleaſure in paſſing 
with you. I greatly, indeed, lament your ab- 


ſence, and look upon it, not only as having re- 
duced me, but all Rome in general, to a ftate 


of total ſolitude. When you were within my 


reach, I was careleſs enough to let whole days 
lip by me without ſeeing you: but now you 


are abſent, - I am every moment regretting the- 


loſs of your company. Thanks to my noble 
competitor Hirrus, for giving me an additional 
reaſon thus frequently to wiſh for you, It 
would afford you high diverſion, in truth, to 
obſerve with what a ridiculous awkwardneſs this 


formidable 


W N the truth, my friend: have I not A. U. 702, 
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A. U. 702. formidable rival of yours“, endeavours to con- 


ceal his mortification, in finding that my in- 
tereſt in the approaching election is much 
ſtronger than his own. Believe me, however, 


it is more for your gratification than mine, that 


Jam defirous you may ſoon recerve ſuch an ac- 
count of his ſucceſs in this purfuit, as I know 
you with. For as to myſelf, his diſappointment 
may poſſibly prove a means of my being choſen 


nn conjunction with a colleague, whoſe ſuperior 


finances will draw me, I fear, into much incon- 
venient expence. But, however that may be, 1 


fhall rejoice if Hirrus ſhould be thrown our, as 


it will fupply us with an inexhauſtible fund of 
mirth. And this appears likely enough to 
prove the caſe, for the diſguſt which the peo- 
ple have conceived againſt the other candidate, 


Marcus Octavius, does not ſeem to have any 


great effect in leſſening their many objections 


to Hirrus. . | | 
As to what concerns the behaviour of Philo- 
timus, in relation to Milo's eſtate*; I have en- 


4 Hirrus ſtood in competition with Cicero for the office 
of Augur, when the latter was choſen. 25 
5 Se the preceding letter. : 

Milo having been ſentenced to baniſhment ; (See rem. 
>. p. 257. of this vol.) his eftate was fold for the bene- 
fit of his creditors. Philotimus, a freedman of Cicero, 
bought this eſtate, in partnerſhip with ſome others, at an 
under-value. It was thought ſtrange that Cicero ſhould 


deayoured 
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deavoured that he ſhall act in ſuch a manner as A. U. 702. 
to give full ſatisfaction to Milo and his friends, 
and at the ſame time clear your character from 
all imputation. 
And now I have a favour to beg in my turn: 
let me entreat you, when your leiſure ſhall per- 
mit (as I hope it ſoon will) to give me an inſtance 
of your regard, by inſcribing to me ſome of your 
literary performances. You will wonder, per- 
haps, at the oddneſs of this requeſt; but I am 
very deſirous, I confeſs, that poſterity ſhould 
ſee, among the many ingenious monuments you 
have erected to friendſhip, ſome memorial, like- 
wiſe, of the amity which ſubſiſted between us. 
You who poſſeſs the whole circle of ſcience, will 
beſt judge what would be the moſt proper ſub- 
ject for this, purpoſe ; but I ſhould be glad it 
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ſuffer Philotimus, who acted as a ſort of a ſteward in his 
family, to engage in a purchaſe of this kind, which was 
always looked upon as odious; and was particularly ſo in 
the preſent caſe : for Cicero had/received great obligations 
from Milo. 1 the latter complained of. it in 
the letters he wrote to his friends at Rome. This alarmed 
Cicero for his reputation, and he ſeqms to have written to 
: Celius, as he did to ſeveral others pf his correſpondents, 

to accommodate this affair in the wþy that would be moſt 
to his honour, It was not eaſy, hoyever, entirely to vin- 
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. dicate him upon this article: for though he pleaded in his 
2 juſtification an intent of ſerving Mjlo, yet it appears very 
4 evidently from his letters to Atticus upon this ſubject, 
0 that he $240. with Philotimus iy the advantages of the 


d purcaaſe, Aſcen. in orat. pro Mil. 


» Ad Att. v. 8. vi. 4. 5. 
See alſo Mong, rem. ſur les let a = 


„vol. iii. p. 48. 
might 
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A. U. 702. . be of a kind chute will take in the greateſt 

| number of readers, and at the ſame time bear a 
proper relation to my own ſtudies and character. 

F erl. | | 


7 HET TER.XKXL 
To Arpivus PuLcurs. 


ARRIVED at Tralles' on the 27th of July, 
where I found Lucilius waiting for me with 
your letter, which he delivered, together with 
your meſſage. You could not have employed 
upon this occaſion a more friendly hand, or one 
who is better qualified to give me light into 
thoſe affairs concerning which J was ſo defirous 
of being informed. Accordingly, I liſtened to 
his accounts with great attention : as I read 
your letter with much pleaſure. I will not re- 
mind you of the numerous good offices which 
have paſſed between us; ſince that part of my 
laſt, you tell me, tho' extremely agreeable to 
you, was by no means neceſſary. I entirely 
agree with you, indeed, that a well-confirmed 
friendſhip, needs not to be animated with any 
memorials of this nature. You muſt allow me, 
however, to return thoſe acknowledgments I fo 


A city in Aſia Minor. 


juſtly 
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juſtly owe you, for the obliging precautions A. VU. 702. 
which I find by your letter you have taken, in 


order to eaſe me in the future functions of my 
government. Highly acceptable to me as theſe 
your generous ſervices are, can I fail of being 
deſirous to convince both you and the world 
that I am moſt warmly your friend? If there 
be any who pretend to doubt of this truth, 

is rather becauſe they wiſh it otherwiſe, than 
becauſe it is not ſufficiently evident. If they 
do not yet perceive it, however, they ce rtainly 
ſhall ; as we are neither of us ſo obſcure that 
our actions can paſs unregarded: and the proofs 
[ purpoſe to give, will be too conſpicuous not 
to force themſelves upon theirobſervation. But 
[| will not indulge myſelf any farther on this 
ſubject; chuſing to refer you to my actions 
rather than my profeſſions. 

As I find the route I propoſed to take, has 
raiſed ſome doubt in you, whether you ſhall be 
able to give me a meeting; I think it neceſſary 
to explain that matter. In the converſation 
which I had with your freedman Phanias at 
Brundiſium, I told him I would land in any. 
part of the province that ſhould be moſt con- 
venient to you. Accordingly he mentioned 
Sida; as being the port, he ſaid, where you 
mended: to embark. It was my re ſolution, 


therefore, 
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A. U. 702. therefore, to have failed thither ; but meeting 
= afterwards with our friend Clodius at Corcyra', 
he diſſuaded me from that deſign ; aſſuring me 
that you would be at Laodicea on my arrival. 
I ſhould have preferred the former as being 
much the neareſt port,, and indeed the moſt 
agreeable to me, eſpecially as I imagined it 
would be ſo to you. But you have ſince, it 
ſeems, altered your plan; and therefore you 
now can beſt ſettle the meaſures for our inter- 
view. As for myſelf, I propoſe to be at Lao- 
dicea? about the firſt of Auguſt, where I ſhall 
continue a few days, in order to get my bulls ex- 
changed. From thence I intend to go to the 
army ; ſo that I hope to reach Iconium' towards 
the 13th of the ſame month. But if any acci- 
dent ſhould prevent or retard theſe deſigns, (as 
indeed I am at preſent far diſtant both from the 
places and the purpoſes of my deſtination) I will 
take care to give you as frequent and as expedi- 
tious notice as poſſible of the ſeveral times and 
ſtages of my journey. I neither ought, nor, in 
truth, deſire to lay you under any difficulties : 


8 An Iſland in the Tonian ſea, at which Cicero touched 
in his voyage to Cilicia. It is now called Coro, and 
belongs to the republic of Venice. 


8 A city in Phrygia, ſituated on the river Lycus. 
| A principal city in the province of Cilicia. It ftill 
ſubſiſts under the name of Cogn;, and belongs to the Tur. 


kiſh dominions. 2 - 
howeve 
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however, if it might be effected without incon- A V. 702. 
venience to yourſelf, it ſeems greatly for our 
mutual intereſt that we ſhould have a conference 
before you leave the province. Nevertheleſs, 
if any diſappointment ſhould obſtruct our inter- 
view, you may {till rely upon my beſt ſervices; 
and with the ſame ſecurity as if we had met. 
In the mean while, I ſhall forbear toenter upon 
the ſubject of our affairs by letter, till I deſpair 
of talking them over with you in perſon. 

I ſpent the three days I continued at Ephe- 
ſus', with Scævolal. But though we entered 
very freely into converſation, he did not men- 
tion the leaſt word of your having deſired him 
to take upon himſelf the government of the 
province, - during the interval between your 
leaving it and my arrival. I wiſh, however, it 
had been in his power (for I cannot perſuade 
myſelf it was not in his inclination) to have 
complied with your * Fare wel. 
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: Avery celebrated city in oula, fituated not far from 
Smyrna. | 


3 He was probably either quzſtor, or lieutenant, to 
Appius. 
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LETTER XXXI.. 
1 Marcus Col ius to Crctro, 
A. U. 502. VO are certainly to be envied, who have 


every day ſome new wonder to enjoy: as 


. your admiration receives conſtant ſupplies in the 


accounts of thoſe ſtrange events that happen 


amongſt us. Thus, with what aſtoniſhment will 


you hear that Meſſalla*, after having been ac- 
quitted of his firſt impeachment, was condemned 


on a ſecond; that Marcellus * is choſen conſul; 


that Calidius after having loſt his election, 


4 He was coufin to the preſent confal Marcus Marcellus. 
The reader will find an account of him in the farther 
progreſs of theſe remarks. 5 | 


In the text he is called Marcùs Claudius: but Manu- | 
tius and Corradus both agree in the reading here adopted; 


which is likewiſe confirmed by Pighius, He was compe- 
titor for the conſulate with Marcellus, mentioned in the 
Treceding note. The wonder therefore in theſe two in- 
ances, was, (as Mr. Roſs obſerves) that Marcellus ſhould 
be choſen conſul who was an avowed enemy to Cæſar; 
while Calidius, though ſupported by the Cæſarian party, 
loſt his election. ES | 
6 Calidius was one of the moſt agreeable orators of his 
age: as Cicero, who has drawn his character at large, 
informs us. His ſentiments were conceived with uncom- 
mon delicacy : as they were delivered in the moſt correct, 
128 and elegant expreſſion. His words were, ſo 
appily combined together, and accotded with each other 


* 


in ſuch a well. adjuſted arrangement, that Cicero, by/ a 
| I 


= Un ·˙ wo me =mz_ 2c. c.- 


Book III. b or CICERO. 
was immediately impeached by the two Galli ; 
Quindecimvirs *! In one article however, you 


of a moſt diverting ſpectacle in the rueful coun- 
tenance which Lentulus? exhibited, when he 
found himſelf diſappointed of his election. It 
was an event for which he was ſo little prepared, 


of victory: whilſt his competitor Dolabella, on 
the contrary, was ſo diffident of ſucceſs, that if 


rery ſtrong . compares his ſtyle to a piece of beau. 
tiful in- laid work. His metaphors were ſo juſtly imagined 
and ſo properly introduced, that they ratherſeemed to ariſe 
ſpontaneouſly out of his ſubjeR, than to have been tranſ- 
planted from a foreign ſoil. His periods, at the ſame time, 
were exquiſitely muſical. They did not however lull the 
ear with one uniform cadence; but were artfully diver- 
ified with all the various modulations of the moſt ſkilful 


the ſingle excellencies of an orator ; Calidius would have 
; merited the firſt rank in the Roman Forum. But he for- 
- got that the principal buſineſs of his profeſſion was to 
e animate, and to inflame. Cic. de clar. orat. 274. ; 
P 7 A particular account will be given of him in the notes 
f on the following book. N 
, They were the preſiding magiſtrates at the Appollina- 
nan and ſecular games, and entruſted likewiſe with the 
15 care of the Sibylline oracles, See Mr. Ry on this epiſtle, 
5 - 9 There is ſome variation among the Mfſs. in the read- 
. ing of this name. The beſt commentators however ſup- 
a, poſe, that this perſon is the ſame who was adyanced to 
ſo the conſulſhip two years after the date of this letter : that 


i, in the year of Rome 704. It appears he was a com- 
petitor with Dolabella for the office of Quindecimvir. 
Vol. I. Wy our 


N 


and that Dolabella is appointed one of the TY 


are a loſer by your abſence; as it deprived you 


that he entered the field in all the gay confidence 


harmony. In ſhort, if to inſtruct and to pleaſe had been ; 
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A. U. 702 our friends of the Equeſtrian order had not been 
as much diſpoſed as you may be to wonder at 

our tranſactions, you will not be ſurpriſed, ] 


Tribune elect, has been tried and convicted; 


are unacquainted with the real good qualities of 
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too wiſe to have ſuffered him, he would have 
tamely retreated without the leaſt conteſt.” But 


dare ſay, when I inform you that Seryius, the 


and that Curio is a candidate to ſucceed him, 
This laſt circumſtance greatly alarms thoſe who 


Curio's heart. I hope, and indeed believe, he 
will a&t agreeably to his profeſſions, and join 
with the ſenate in ſupporting the friends of the 
republic. I am ſure, at leaſt, he is full of theſe 
deſigns at preſent : in which Cæſar's conduct 
has been the principal occaſion of engaging him. 
For Cæſar, tho' he ſpares no pains or expence 
to gain overeven the loweſt of the people to his 
intereſt", has thought fit to treat Curio with 
fingular contempt, The latter has behaved with 
ſozmuch temper upon this occaſion, that he, 


19” See rem. 1. p. 217 of this vol. 


Ihe account which Dion Caſſius gives of Ceſar, ex- 
actly correſponds with what Celius here aſſerts. For it 
appears, from this hiſtorian, that Cæſar, when he could not 
by direct means ſecure the maſter in his intereſt, infinuated 
hingſelf by proper applications into the wood graces of the 
fay:urite ſlave: and by condeſcenſions of this political kind, 
he gained over many perſons of principal rank in Rome. 
Dio, x1. P · 149. / : " ” 
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who never acted with artifice in all his life”, is A. U. 702. 


ſuſpected to have diſſembled his reſentment in 


order the more effectually to defeat the ſchemes 
of thoſe, who oppoſe his election: I mean the 
Lzlii and the Antonii, together with the reſt of 


that wonderful party. „ 

I have been ſo much engaged by the difficul- 
ties which have retarded the ſeveral elections 
that I could not find leiſure to write to you 
ſooner : and indeed as I every day expected they 
would be determined, I waited their concluſion, 


that I might give you at once an account of the 
whole. But it is now the firſt of Auguſt, and 


they are not yet over; the elections of prætors 
having met with ſome unexpected delays. As to 
that in which I am candidate, I can give you 
no account which way it is likely to be decided: 
only it is generally thought that Hirrus will 
not be choſen. This is collected from the fate 


that has attended Vinicianus, who was a candi- 


If Curio did not act with artifice in the preſent in- 
ſtance: (of which however there is great reaſon to doubt) 
it is certain, at leaſt, that he was far from being ſo incapa- 
ble of aſſuming that character, as Cœlius here repreſents 
him. On the contrary, it appears by the concurrent teſti- 
mony of the ancient hiſtorians, that he ſecretly favoured 
the cauſe of Cæſar, long before he avowed his party. And 
Dion Caſſius in particular aſſures us, that Curio, at the 
ame time that he pretended to act in concert with the 
enemies of Cæſar, was only gaining their confidence in 


order to betray them. Vel. Paterc, ii. 48. Dio, xl. p. 149. 
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A. U. 702. date for the office of Plebeian Edile. That 


fooliſh project of his for the nomination of 


a dictator” (which we formerly, you may 
remember, expoſed to ſo much ridicule) ſud- 


denly turned the election againſt him: and the 
people expreſſed the loudeſt acclamations of 
joy at his repulſe. At the ſame time Hirrus 


was univerſally called upon by the populace to 


give up his pretenſions at the enſuing election. 


I hope therefore you will very ſoon hear that 
this affair is determined in the manner you wiſh 


with reſpe& to me, and which you ſcarce dare 
promiſe © yourſelf 's I know, with regard to 
Hines; :<: - 2 8 

As to the ſtate of the commonwealth; we 


* 


begin to give up all expectation that the face of 


13 The Plebeian Ædiles were choſen out of the com- 
mons : and were in ſome reſpects a ſort of coadjutors to 
the Tribunes, | 


14 The dictator was a magiſtrate inveſted with ſ upreme 


and abſolute power: but was never created unleſs on emer- 


gencies of great and ſudden danger, which required the 
exertion of an extraordinary authority, Accordingly it 
was on occaſion of the diſturbances that happened at Rome 
in the year Joo, (See rem. 9. p. 256. and rem. 5. p. 263. 


of this vol.) that ſome of the friends and flatterers of 


Pompey propoſed him for this office. Vinicianus and Hir- 
rus were the principal promoters of this ſcheme : but it 
was ſo unacceptable to the people in general, that this ſin- 
gle circumſtance, it appears, ak! the election againſt 
the former ; and probably was the chief reaſon that the 
latter was likewiſe diſappointed of the Ædileſhip. See 
let. oy of this book. p. 295: Ad. Q. F. iii. 8, 

5s Becauſe Hirrus was ſupported by Pompey. ; 


PP 
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public affairs will be changed. However, at a f. U. 702, 
meeting of the ſenate, holden on the 22d of the VT 
laſt month in the temple of Apollo, upon a de- 
bate relating to the payment of the forces com- 
manded by Pompey', mention was made of 
that legion, which, as appeared by his accounts, 
had been lent to Cæſar: and he was aſked, of 
what number of men it conſiſted, and for what 
purpoſes it was borrowed. In ſhort, Pompey 
was puſhed ſo ſtrongly upon this article, that he 
found himſelf under a neceſſity of promiſing to 
recal this legion out of Gaul: but he added, at 
the ſame time, that the clamours of his enemies 
ſhould not force him to take this ſtep too pre- 
cipitately. It was afterwards moved, that the 
queſtion might be put concerning the election 
of a ſucceſſor to Cæſar. Accordingly the ſenate 
came to a reſolution that Pompey (who was 
juſt going to the army at Ariminum”, and is 
L now actually ſet out for that purpoſe) ſhould be 
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is Pompey, tho? he remained in Rome, was at this time 
6 Pran of Spain: which had been continued to him for 

our years at the end of his late conſulſhip. It was the 
f pay ment of his troops in that province, which was under 
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I the conſideration of the ſenate. Plut. in vit. Pomp. 1 
1 No called Rimini, ſituated upon the Rubicon: a nf i 
* river which divided Italy from that part of the Roman 1 
ſt | province called Ciſalpine Gaul. The army here men- 5 
he tioned, is ſuppoſed to be part of thoſe four legions which 9 
FE were Tar bi 


to Pompey for the ſupport of his govern- 
ment in Spain. Vid. Plut. ibid. | e Y 
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A. U. 502. ordered to return to Rome with all expedition, 


* . 
- 


diction of the governor of Cilicia,** Mr, Ref, 


that the affair relating to a general election of 


new governors for all the provinces, might be 
debated in his preſence. This point, I imagine, 
will be brought before the ſenate on the 1 3th 
of this month: when, if no infamous obſtacles 


ſhould be thrown in the way by the tribunes“, 


the houſe will certainly come to ſome reſolu- 
tion.. For Pompey, in the courſe of the debate, 
let-fall an intimation, that he © thought every 
* man owed obedience to the authority of that 
« aſſembly.” However, I am impatient to 
hear what Paulus, the ſenior conſul ele&, will 
ſay when he delivers his opinion upon this 
queſtion. Es F 

I repeat my former requeſt in relation to the 


money due to me on the bond of Sittius: and 


I do ſo, that you may ſee it is an article in 
which I am greatly intereſted, I muſt again 
likewife entreat you to employ the Cybiratz", 


- *® Some of the tribunes, together with Sulpicius, one of 
the preſent conſuls, were wholly in Calar's intereſt, 
They thought, or pretended to think, that it was highly 
unjuſt to diveſt Cæſar of his government, before the 
time was completed for which it had been decreed : and 
of which there now remained about two years unexpired, 

Dio, xl. p. 148. | | ; . 
„ Cibyra was a city of Phrygia major, fituated upon 
ce the banks of the river Meander, and gave name to one 
© of theſe Afiatic dioceſes which were under the juriſ- 


n 
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0 Ptolemy Auletes: of whom an account has been 
given in the notes on the firſt book. By the following in- 
* which Cœlius makes, it is probable he was one of 

thoſe who had lent money to that king when he was at 

Rome, ſoliciting the ſenate to aſſiſt him with troops for 

ow recovery of hi 

vol. 8 
1 The Parthians, having lately obtained a moſt fignal 

victory over Craſſus, (an account of whoſe unfortunate 

expedition has already been given in the conrfe of theſe 
notes) were preparing to make an excurſion into the Ro- 
man provinces that lay contiguous to their dominions.— 

Accordingly they ſoon afterwards executed this defign 

by invading Syria and Cilicia: as will be related at large 


s dominions. See rem, 2. p. 51 of this 
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in order to procure me ſome Panthers. I have A. U. 702. H 

only to add, that we have received certain ac- | ; 
counts of the death of Ptolemy». Let me know, . 
therefore, what meaſures you would adviſe me N 
to take upon this occaſion ; in what condition "Bf 
he has left his kingdom; and in whoſe hands Y 5 
the adminiſtration is placed. Farewel. Foe 
Auguſt the firſtr. 1 
LETTER XXXIII. 49 

To the Same. 1 5 7 

Tow far you may be alarmed at the inva- : 14 
A. ſion' which threatens your province and | . 
the neighbouring countries, I know not: but 74 


a in the letters of the following book. 

N The kingdom of Parthia is now included in the empire 

P of Perſia; of which it makes a very confiderable pro- 
VINCE, ; | 4 

N 


X 4 for 
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2 v. 702. for myſelf, I confeſs, I am extremely anxious 
for the conſequence. Could we contrive, indeed, 
that the enemy's forces ſhould be only in pro- 

portion to the number of yours, and juſt ſuffi- 
cient to entitle you to the honour of a triumph; 
there could not be a more deſirable cireum- 
ſtance. But the mis fortune is, if the Parthians 
ſhould make any attempt, I well know it will 
be a very powerful one: and J am ſenfible at 
the ſame time, that you are ſo little in a con- 
dition to oppoſe their march, that you have 
ſcarce troops to defend a ſingle defile. But 
the world in general will not be ſo reaſonable 
as to make the proper allowances for this cir- 
cumſtance. On the contrary, it is expected 
from a man in your ſtation, that he ſhould 
be prepared for every occurrence that may 
ariſe, without once conſidering whether he is 
furniſhed with the neceſſary ſupplies for that 
purpoſe. I am ſtill the more uneaſy upon your 
account, as I foreſee the conteſts concerning 
affairs in. Gaul will retard the nomination of 
your ſucceſſor : and tho” I dare ſay you have 
already had this contingency in your view, yet I 
thought proper to appriſe you of its probabi- 


2 No e could legally claim this Lena unleſs he | 


had 11 Meg 5000 of the e in one engagement. Val. | 
Max, ii 8. Ms 
| lity, 
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lity, that you might be ſo much the more early A. v. 702. 


in adjuſting your meaſures accordingly. I need 
not tell you that the uſual artifices will undoubt- 
edly be played off. A day will be appointed 
for conſidering of a ſucceſſor to Cæſar: Upon 
which ſome tribune* will interpoſe his negative; 
and then a ſecond will probably declare, that 
unleſs the ſenate ſhall be at liberty to put the 
queſtion freely concerning all the provinces in 
general, he will not ſuffer it to be debated with 
regard to any in particular. And thus we ſhall 
be trifled with for a conſiderable time: poſſibly, 
Indeed, two or three years may be ſpun out by 
theſe contemptible artifices. | 
If any thing new had occurred in public af- 
fairs, I ſhould, as uſual, have ſent you the ac- 
count, together with my ſentiments thereupon: 
but at preſent the wheels of our political machine 


{till purſuing his former deſigns concerning the 
provinces : but he has not yet been able to aſ- 
ſemble a competent number of ſenators. Had 
this motion been brought on the preceding year, 


See rem. 18. on the foregoing letter. 

There is an obſcurity in the original, which the com- 
mentators have endeavoured to düapate by various read- 
ings. None of their conjectures, however, appear ſo much 
to the purpoſe as that ot an ingenious gentleman, to whoſe 
animadverſions I have already acknowledged myſelf in- 


debted. See rem. p. 197 of this vol. My judicious friend 


and 


ſeem to be altogether motionleſs. Marcellus is 5 
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and had Curio at the ſame time been tribune ; 
it would probably have ſucceeded : but as affairs 
are now circumſtanced, you are ſenſible how 
ealy it will be for Cæſar, regardleſs as he is 
of the public intereſt, when it ſtands in compe- 
tition with his own, to obſtruct all our pro- 
ceedings. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXIV. 
From the Same. 


XXIII you not be ſurpriſed when I tell 

| you of the victory I have gained over 
Hirrus*'? But if you knew how eaſy a con- 
queft he proved, you would bluſh to think, 
that ſo powerleſs a competitor once ventured to 
ſtand forth as your rival*. His behaviour ſince 
this repulſe, affords us much diverſion : as he 
now affects, upon all occaſions, to act the patriot, 


and vote againſt Cæſar. Accordingly he inſiſts 


upon Cæſar's being immediately recalled : and 


ſuppoſes that ſome words of the ſame import with thoſe 
which are diſtinguiſhed by Italics in the tranſlation, have 
been omitted by the careleflneſsof tranſcribers ; a ſuppo- 
ſition extremely probable, and which ſolves the princi- 
pal difficulty of the text. 5 ; 
| Bp "ny the election for curule Ædiles. See let. 29. of this 
As a candidate with Cicero for the office of Augur. 


moſt 
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moſt unmereifully inveighs againſt the conduct A. U. 702. 
of Curio. In a word, as little converſant as 
he is in the buſineſs of the Forum, he is now 
become an advocate profeſſed; and moſt magna- 
nimouſly pleads the cauſe. of liberty. You 
are to obſerve, however, that it is only in a 
morning he is ſeized with theſe violent fits of | 
patriotiſm : for he is generally much too ele- 
vated in the afternoon to deſcend into ſo grave 
a character. | 

I mentioned 1 in one of my Gini that the 
affair of the provinces would come before the 
ſenate on the 13th of the laſt month: never- 
theleſs, by the intervention of Marcellus, the 
conſul elect, it was put off to the firſt of this 
inſtant. But when the day arrived, they could 
not procurę a ſufficient number of ſenators to 
be preſent. It is now the ſecond of September, 
and nothing has yet been done in this buſineſs : 
and I am perſuaded it will be adjourned 8 
following year. As far as I can foreſee, there- 
fore, you muſt be contented to leave the admi- 
niſtration of your province in the hands of ſome 
perſon, whom you ſhall think proper to ap- 
point for that purpoſe : as I am well convinced 
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* Inftead of agit cauſas liberalis, as in the common edi. 
tions, I read with Gronovius, agit cauſam * 


you 
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4x” 702. you will not ſoon be relieved by a ſucceſſor. 

| For as Gaul muſt- take the ſame fate with the 
reſt of the provinces ; any attempt that ſhall 
be made for ſettling the general ſucceſſion, will 
certainly be obſtructed by Cæſar's party. Of 
this I have not the leaſt doubt, and therefore I 
thought it neceſſary to give you notice, that you 
may be prepared to act accordingly. _ 

I believe I have reminded you of the Par- 
thers, in almoſt every one of my letters: and 
ſurely you will not ſuffer Patiſcus to be more 
liberal in this article than yourſelf. He has 
made Curio a preſent of no leſs than half a 

ſcore: great, therefore, will be your diſgrace, 
if you ſhould not ſehd me a much larger num- 
ber. In the mean time, .Curio has given me 
thoſe he received from Patiſcus, together 
with as many more from Africa: for you are 
to know, it is not only in granting away the 
lands of the public, that the generous Curio 
diſplays his liberality. As to yourſelf, if you 
can but charge your memory with my re- 
queſt, you may eaſily procure me as many of 
theſe animals as you pleaſe : it is only ſending 
for. ſome of the Cybiratæ to hunt them, and 
iſſuing forth your orders, likewiſe, into Pam- 
1 This ſeems to allude to ſome attempts which Curio 


had lately made to revive the 3 law. See rem. 
13. p. 165. of this vol. 


phyla; 
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phylia ; ; where, I am told, they are taken in &. U. 702, 
great abundance. I am the more ſolicitous 
upon this article, as I believe my colleague and 
I ſhall exhibit our games ſeparately ; ſo that the 
whole preparation for them muſt lie ſingly 
upon myſelf. I know you love caſe as well 
as I do: but I ſhould be glad if you could 
by any means prevail with yourſelf to part with 
a little of it upon the preſent occaſion. In good 
earneſt, you will have no other trouble, than 
merely to give your commands : as my people, 
whom I have ſent. into your province, in order 
to recover the money due to me from Sittius, 
will be ready to receive the Panthers and con- 
vey them into Italy. It is probable, likewiſe, 
if you ſhould give me any hopes of ſucceeding 
in my requeſt, that I may ſend a reinforcement 
to aſſiſt them. 

I recommend Marcus Feridius, a. Roman 
knight, to your protection and friendſhip, who 
comes into Cilicia to tranſact ſome buſineſs re- 
lating to his private affairs. He is a young man 

f of great worth and ſpirit ; and his father is my 
very particular friend. He holds an eſtate under 
certain cities in your government, of which he 
is deſirous to procure the enfranchiſement: and 
am perſuaded he may eaſily obtain his point, 
by the intervention of your good offices. Your 
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A. U. 702. employing them upon this occaſion, will indeed 
| be doing an honour to yourſelf: as it will oblige 
two men of great merit, who, I will venture to 


aſſure you, are not capable of proving un- 
grateful. l iT be” fe 
Lou were miſtaken when you imagined that 


Favonius* was oppoſed by the more contemp- 
tible part of the people: on the contrary, it 


was all the better ſort that voted againſt him, 
Your friend Pompey openly declares that Cz- 
far ought not to be admitted as a candidate for 


the conſulſhip, while he retains his command 


1n the province?. He voted, however, againſt 


paſſing a decree for this purpoſe at preſent.--- 


Scipio moved, that the firſt of March next, 


8 He was a great admirer and imitator of the virtues 
and manners of Cato: as he was alfo in the number. of 
thoſe who aſſaſſinated Cæſar. Manutius conjectures that 
he was at this time choſen prætor. Plut. in vit. Pony. 
Dio, xlvii. p. 356. e 

9 Pompey, who contributed more than any man to the 
advancement of Cæſar's power, had lately procured a law, 
by which the perſonal rance of the latter was diſ- 
penſed with in ſoliciting the conſular office. But Pompey 
now began to repent of a conceſſion ſo entirely unconſti- 
tutional : not that his own deſigns were more favourable 
to the liberties of Rome, than thoſe of Cæſar: but as 


, diſcovering at laſt that they could not both ſubſiſt toge- 


ther. His preſent oppoſition, however, was as impotent as 
his former compliances were impolitic ; and only tended 
to bring on ſo much the ſooner his own deſtruction, toge- 
ther with that of the republic. Vid. ad Att, viii. 3. 

1 Metellus Scipio: he was choſen conſul by Pompey the 
latter end of the laſt year, agreeably to a power with which 


„ might 
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might be appointed for taking into conſidera- A. U. 102. 
tion the nominating a ſucceſſor in the Gallic 
provinces ; and that this matter ſhould be pro- 
poſed to the houſe ſeparately and without blend- 
ing it with any other queſtion. Balbus Corne- 
lius was much diſcompoſed at this motion: 
and I am well aſſured, he has complained of it 
to Scipio in very ſtrong terms. e 
Canidius defended himſelf upon his trial with 
much eloquence: but in the impeachment which 
he afterwards exhibited, he ſupported his charge 

vith little force or ſpirit. Farewel. 585 


5 

he was inveſted by the ſenate, for nominating his col- 
league. Pompey likewiſe married his daughter, the ami. 

able Cornelia: who added to the charms of her perſon 
every moral and intellectual qualification that could render 

her the moſt eſtimable and accompliſhed of herſex. And 
yet with all theſe extraordinary endowments, ſhe was ftill 
more diſtinguiſhed by that ſingular modeſty and humility 
with which they were accompanied. It is Plutarch who 
gives her this character; upon which Monfieur Dacier 


remarks; Je dots etre plus perſuade qu um autre, que elope gue 
Plutargue Fel a C * e 7 ub point Aale. Pau 
exemple domeſiique, qui prowue que beaucoup d ęſprit et de ſavor, 
- et de grands talens peuvent ſe trouver dans une femme, et etre 
Y accompagues d'une modeftie auſſi grande et plus eftimable encore 
- ue ſes 255 May I add m wa to that of this cele- 
e btated Gritic, by declaring from the ſame domeſtic expe. 
10 rience, that uncommon knowledge and a ſuperior under. 
3 ſtanding, are perfectly conſiſtent with thoſe more valuable 
as qualities of 1 heart which conſtitute the principal grace 
ed and ornament of the female character. Plat. in wit, Pomp. 
e- Les wies de Plut. par Dac. wal. v. p. 498. rem. 89. 
1 He was inviolably attached to Cæſar, and ſeems to 
5 


have been the principal manager of his affairs at Rome. 


LET- 
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LETTER, XXXV. 


To Marcus MaRCELLvus?, conſul, © 


Very warmly congratulate you on your rela- 
tion Caius Marcellus being elected to ſucceed 
you: as I ſincerely rejoice in your having re- 
ceived this happy fruit of your pious affection to 
your family, of your patriot zeal to yourcountry, 
and'of your illuſtrious deportment in the con- 


'3 He was diſtinguiſhed by along line of anceſtors, who 
had borne the moſt honourable offices in the republic: as 
he himſelf was advanced to the conſular dignity this year, 


in conjunction with Servius Sulpicius Rufus, It is men- 


tioned to the credit of both theſe illuſtrious mägiſtrates, 


that they were choſen without having employed thoſe cor. 


rupt and violent meaſures, which were at this period fo 
generally practiſzd: and Marcellus, in particular, had re- 


commended himſelf to the un. by the ſuperior grace and 


energy of his eloquence. It has already been obſerved in 
theſe remarks, that he wasextremely zealous in promoting 
the decree by which Czſar was recalled from his province, 
and which forwarded the flames of that unhappy civil 
war, which ſoon afterwards broke out to the deſtruction of 
the commonwealth, Upon that occaſion Marcellus took 
the part of Pompey. But after the battle of Pharſalia, he 
threw down his arms, and withdrew to Mitylenz, the ca- 
pital of Leſbos, where he purpoſed to devote the remainder 
of his days to a philoſophical retirement. But being per- 
ſuaded by his friends, and particularly by Cicero, to accept 
the clemency of the victor; he at length yielded to their 
ſolicitation: and was preparing to return home, when he 
was . cruelly aſſaſſinated bo a man who had been in the 
number of his clients, The reader will find a particular 
account of this murder, together with ſome other cir- 
cumſtances concerning Marcellus, in the farther progreſs 
of theſe letters and remarks. Szet. in vit. Tiber. 1. Dio, 
xl, p. 148. Cic, de clar. orat, 250, ep. Fan. iv. 12. 

G | ; 2 5 : 
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abe es CICERO: 


ſular office. I can eaſily imagine the ſentiments 
which your addreſs upon this occaſion has cre - 
ated in Rome: and as to myſelf, whom you have 
ſent to theſe far diſtant parts of the globe; be- 
lieve me, I ſpeak of it with the higheſt and moſt 
unfeigned applauſe. I can with ftri& truth aſ- 
ſure you, that I have ever had a particular at- 
tachment to you from your earlieſt youth: and 
Jam ſenfible, you have always ſhewn by your 
generous offices in promoting my dignities, that 
you deemed me worthy of the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed honours. But this late inſtance of your ju- 
dicious management in procuring the conſulſhip 
for Marcellus, together with the proof it affords 
of the favour in which you ſtand with the re- 
public, has raiſed you ſtill higher in my eſteem. 
lt is with great complacency, therefore, that I 
hear it obſerved by men of the firſt diſt inction 
for ſenſe and merit, that in all our words and 
actions, our taſtes and ſtudies, our principles 
and purſuits, we bear a ſtrong reſemblance to 
each other. The only circumſtance that can 
render your glorious conſulate ſtill more agree- | 


pt able to me, will be your procuring a ſucceſſor 
he to be nominated to this province, as ſoon as 
he 


poſſible. But if this cannot be obtained; let 
me entreat you at leaſt not to ſuffer my con- 
tinuance here to be prolonged beyond the time 
Vor. Y limited; 


323 Tu LETTERS Boon m. 


4. U. 702. limited by your decree and the law which paſſed 
| for that purpoſe. In a word, I hope upon all 
* occaſions toexperience, inmy abſence, the bene. 
fit of your friendſhip and protection. Farewel. 
P. S. I have received ſome intelligence con- 
cerning the Parthians: but as it is not at preſent 
ſufficiently confirmed, I forbear to communicate 
the particulars to you. For as I am writing to 
a conſul, my letter, perhaps, might be conſi- 
dered as an information to the ſenate. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


To Carvs MaxcklLus', conful elect. 


1 Received great pleaſure in hearing of your 
4 advancement to the conſulate. May the 
gods give you ſucceſs in the enjoyment of this 

| honour 7 and may you diſcharge its important 
duties in a manner worthy of your own illuſtri- 
ous character and that of your excellent father! 
You have my beſt wiſhes indeed upon this oc- 
caſion, not only from affection, but gratitude, 
and in return to thoſe warmeſt inſtances of your 

: 4 He was conn german to Marcus Marcellus, to whom 
the preceding letter is addreſſed; and by whoſe intereſt, 

in conjunction with that of Pompey, he was elected to 


ſucceed him in the conſular office. He purſued the politics 
of his illuſtrious relation and predeceſſor, by firmly op- 


poſing the views of Cæſar. Dio, xl. 
e „„ friendſhip er 


- 
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friendſhip which I have ever experienced in all A- U. 702. 
the various incidents of my life. Many and im- | 
portant are the obligations likewiſe which I have 

received from your father, both as my protector 

in adverſity, and as having contributed to adorn  _-. 

ny proſperity. I muſt add alſo to this fami- 
lt of my benefactors, your worthy mother: 

whoſe zealous ſervices in behalf both of my per- 

ſon and dignities have riſen much higher than 

could have been expected from one of the tender : 
ſex. Being then, as I moſt certainly ought, en- 
tirely devoted to your family: let me earneſtly 

entreat your friendſhip and protection in my 

abſence, ' Farewel. : 


LETTER XXXVI. 
To Carvs MaRCELLvus®: 


HE advancement of your ſon to the con- 
ſular dignity, and your enjoying a pleaſure 
you ſo much wiſhed to obtain, are circumſtanees 
which afford me a very uncommon ſatisfaction. 

They do ſo not only upon his account, but 
- yours, whom I eſteem as highly deſerving of 
4 „every eee that Fortune can beſtow. Let 
7 Op- 


ſhip 


5 Father of Caius Marcellus, to whom the foregoing 
(ter i 1s written, 


Y 2 me 


A. U. 702, ene that I have 
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experienced your ſingular good-will towards me, 
both in the adverſe and proſperous ſeaſons of my 


life : and indeed, my welfare and honours haye 
been the zealous concern of your whole family, 
I ſhall be extremely obliged to you therefore 
for making my ſincere and particular congraty- 
lations upon this occaſion to that excellent wo- 
man, your wife. To which requeſt IT will only 
add, thatTentreat the continuance of your friend- 
ſhip and protection in my abſence. Farewel, 


LETTER XXXVII. 
To Lucius PavLvus', conſul elect. 


HO? I never once doubted, that in con- 

ſideration of your moſt illuſtrious family, 
and of thoſe important ſervices you have your- 
ſelf likewiſe rendered to the commonwealth, you 
would be unanimouſly elected conſul ; yet the 
confirmation of this deſirable news, afforded me 
an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. It is my fincere 


5 He was colleague with Caius Marcellus, mentionec 
in the laſt note. He ſet out in his adminiſtration, it wa! 
2 ht, with principles agreeable to thoſe of his aſſociate 

æſar perfectly — ys how to make him chang! 

| bly ſentiments: and by proper applications to his ayaric 
and profuſion, he added him to the number of his ſupp 

| mercenaries. ' Plat, in vit. r. 


wi 
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adminiſtration, and that you may acquit your- 


becomes your own character and that of your 
diſtinguiſned family. I ſhould have thought 
myſelf extremely happy to have been preſent at 
your election, and to have contributed thoſe ſer- 
vices which your extraordinary favours to me 
require. But as the unexpected government of 


[hope I ſhall have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing you, 


treat you not to ſuffer me to be injuriouſly con- 
tinued in this province beyond the expiration of 
my year: a favour which I ſhall eſteem as a 
very conſiderable addition to thoſe inſtances of 
friendſhip I have already received at your hands. 
Farewel, * | | 


* 


ſelf of this honourable and important truſt, as 


this province has deprived me of that pleaſure; 


at leaſt; in the worthy exerciſe of your conſular 
office. For this purpoſe, I moſt earneſtly en- 
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MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 


' SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 2 
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4 E T + EI R 1 
To the 8 the Prætors, che Tribunes + 


.... 1 and the Senate. 


my way to this province", both by ſea 
and land, prevented me from reaching it 
ſooner than the laſt of July. I thought | it my 

x Cleaner rovince comprehended not ly.Cilicia, bue 5 


Pamphylia, Lycaonia, part. 1 Ph 
n. toge er vith bone | 


HE many obſtruRtions I met with . A. U. 702. . <= 


108 


A. U. 702. firſt duty, on my arrival, to ſee that the Militia 


and Garriſons were in good order; being articles 
in which the intereſt of the republic is prin. 
cipally concerned. Accordingly I have taken 


all proper meaſures to that end: tho' I cannot 
forbear adding, that I have been enabled to 
effect this, more by my own care and diligence, 


than from any ſupplies I was furniſhed with for 
that purpoſe. Having thus adjuſted my mili- 
tary preparations, and receiving daily intelli- 
gence that the Parthians had actually invaded 


_ Syria; I thought it adviſeable to move with my 


forces through Lycaonia, Iſaurica, and Cappa- 
docia. It ſeemed highly probable indeed, if the 
enemy had any deſign of attempting an irrup- 


tion into my province, that they would direct 
their route-thro* Cappadocia; as being a coun- 
try that could give them the leaſt oppoſition. 


I marched therefore into that part of Cappa- 
docia which lies contiguous to Cilicia, and en- 
camped at Cybiſtra: a town at the foot of 
Mount Taurus. I had a double view in lead- 
ing my troops to this place. The firſt was, 
that in whatever diſpoſition Artuaſdes, king of 


Armenia, ſtood towards us, he might be ſen- 


— Cilicia was firſt added to the Roman provinces by 
u 


Publius Servilius, ſurnamed Iſauricus, in the year of Rome 


fable 


680, Ad Att. V. 21. Am, Marcellin. xiv. 8. a 


nab © at CICERO. 


3 
ſible that a Roman army was not far from his A. U. 702. 
frontiers; and in the next place, that I might 2 
be as near as poſſible to Deiotarus“: a prince, 

I well knew, extremely our friend, and whoſe 

counſel and aſſiſtance might prove of great ad- 

vantage in the preſent conjunEture. As ſoon as 
I had finiſhed my encampment, I detached my 

cavalry before me into Cilicia. This I did in | 
order to confirm the ſeveral cities in that part of ; 
my province in their allegiance, by giving them | 
notice of my arrival: and likewiſe that I might 

have the earlieſt intelligence of what was tranſact- 

ing in Syria. During the three days that I conti- 

nued in this camp, I was engaged in diſcharging 

2 commiſſion equally neceſſary and important. 
Thad received your expreſs commands to take 


He was prince of Galatia: a country bordering on 
Phrygia, He diſtinguiſhed his zeal for the republic in all 
the Afiatic wars in which the Romans were engaged dur. 
ing his reign, and was particularly ſerviceable to Pompey 
in his expedition againſt Mithridates : for which he was 
honoured by the ſenate with the title of king. Some time 
after the battle of Pharſalia, (in which he joined with Pom- 
pey) his own grandſon came to. Rome with an impeach- 
ment againſt him. He pretended that Deiotarus formed a 
deſign, when Cæſar was his gueſt, as he lately paſſed thro* 
his dominions, of aſſaſſinating that general, This cauſe 
ſeems to have been pleaded in Czſar's own houſe: where 
both Cicero and Brutus appeared as advocates for Deiota- 
rus. The ſpeech which the former made upon this occa- 
| bon is ſtill extant: and if an orator may be credited in 
the character he gives of his client, this prince was en- 

dowed with every royal virtue, Orat. pro Deiot. 


; EE. 
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A U. 702. the worthy and faithful Ariobarzanes' under 


my particular protection; and to defend both 
his perſon and his kingdom to the utmoſt of my 


power. In your decree which paſſed for this 
purpoſe, a clauſe was inſerted, declaring that 


<< the welfare of this province was much the 
ce concern of the people and ſenate of Rome ;” 
an honour which was never before paid to any 
potentate. For this reaſon, I thought it became 
me to ſignify to him in perſon the diſtinction 
which you had conferred upon him. I ac- 
quainted him therefore, in the preſence of my 
council, with the inſtructions you had given me 
in his behalf: and called upon him to let me 
know if there was any inftance in which he had 


3 The kingdom of Cappadocia, of which Ariobarzanes 
was monarch, was of a very large extent; comprehending 
the greater part of- thoſe countries, at 7 under the 
Ottoman dominion, which are now called Amaſia, Genec, 
and Tocat. It appears however by the letters to Atticus, 
that this kingdom was ſo extremely impoveriſhed, that the 
crown was almoſt wholly deſtitute of any revenues: a cir- 
cumſtance to which Horace alludes in one of his epiſtles, 


ae locuples eget = Cappadocum Rex. 


The inftance that Plutarch gives of the great ſcarcity of 


money among theſe people is indeed almoſt incredible, if 
what the ancient e aſſert be true, that their 
country abounded in filver mines: for that hiſtorian tells 
us, that when Lucullus was carrying on the war againſt 
Mithridates in this part of the world, an ox ſold in Cap- 


padocia for about four-pence, and a ſlave for ſix- pence. 
% Att, vi. 1. Hor. ep. 2 6. ' Plat, in wit. Luculli. 


occaſion 
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occaſion for my ſervice. I aſſured him at the A. U. 702. 
ſame time,'on my own part, that I offered him 
my protection with the utmoſt zeal and fidelity. 
He began his ſpeech with expreſſing a proper 
ſenſe of the highhonour thus conferred upon him 
by the people and ſenate of Rome. He then 
addreſſed his acknowledgments to me in parti- 
cular, for having executed my commiſſion in 
ſuch a manner as to convince him both of the 
fincerity with which I proffered him my good 
offices, and of the ſtrong injunctions I had re- 
_ ceived from the republic for that purpoſe. 

It gave me great ſatisfaction to hear him ſay 
in this our firſt interview, that he neither knew 
nor indeed ſuſpected, any deſigns to be carrying 
on either againſt his life, or his crown. After 
I had congratulated him upon fo happy a cir- 
cumſtance, and exhorted him, in remembrance 
of his father's fate, carefully to obſerve the ad- 
monitions of the ſenate in being particularly 
cautious of his perſon, he took his leave, and 
returned to Cybiſtra. The next day however 


of he paid me a ſecond viſit in my tent, accom- 
if panied by his brother Ariarathes, together with 
Is ſeveral venerable old miniſters of his late fa- 
oft ther: who, in a very plaintive and affecting 
e. manner, all joined with him in imploring my 


protection. Upon my inquiring, with much 
| 3 | ſurpriſe, 


0 
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A. U. 702. auprile, what ſudden accident had occaſioned 


this unexpected viſit; he told me that he had 


juſt received certain information of a deſign to 


ſeize his crown: that thoſe who were appriſed 
of this conſpiracy, had not the courage to diſ- 
cloſe it till my arrival, but in confidence of 


my protection had now ventured to lay open 


to him the whole plot; and that the diſaffected 
party had actually made treaſonable applications 
to his brother : of whoſe ſingular loyalty and 
affection he expreſſed at the ſame time the 
ſtrongeſtaſſurance. This account was confirmed 


to me by Ariarathes himſelf, who acknowledged 


that he had been ſolicited to accept the govern- 
ment: which in effect, he ſaid, was avowing 
their intention of deſtroying Ariobarzanes, as 


he could never reign during his brother's life. 


He added, that he had not acquainted. the king 
with theſe treaſonable overtures before, as being 
apprehenſive for his own perſon, if he had ven- 
tured to reveal them ſooner. When he had 


finiſhed, I exhorted Ariobarzanes to take all 


proper precautions for his ſecurity; and then 
turning to the approved and experienced mini- 


ſters of his father's and grandefather's reign, 1 


reminded them of the cruel fate- that had at- 


| tended their late ſovereign, and admoniſhed 


them 


WS 
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them to be fo much the more oarticularly: vigh- * U. "_ | 


lant in protecting their preſent. _ 
The king requeſted me to ſupply him wich 


ſome troops both of horſe and foot; which 


however I refuſed, notwithſtanding I was im- 
powered, and indeed directed, to do ſo by your 
decree. The truth 1s, the daily accounts I re- 
ceived of what was tranſacting in Syria, rendered 


it expedient, for the intereſt of the republic, 


that I ſhould march my whole army with all ex- 
pedition to the borders of Cilicia. Beſides, as 
the conſpiracy againſt Ariobarzanes was now 
fully detected, he appeared to be in a condition 


of defending his crown without the aſſiſtance of 


a Roman army. I contented myſelf therefore 


with giving him my advice: and recommended - 


it to him, as the firſt art of government, to 
found his ſecurity on the affections of his 


people. With this view, I perſuaded him to 


exert his royal authority in the preſent conjunc- 
ture, no farther than neceſſity ſhould require, 


and againſt thoſe only whom he perceived to be 
moſt deeply engaged in the plot: as for the reſt, 


that he ſhould grant them a free and general 
pardon. To which I added, that the beſt uſe 


he could make of my army, was to intimidate 


the guilty from perſevering in their "_ 
rather than * to turn it againſt them: and 
that 
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that when the decree of the ſenate in his favour 
ſhould be generally known, the diſaffected party 
would be well convinced that I ſhould not fail 
of aſſiſting him purſuant to your orders, if oc- 


caſion required. 
Having thus encouraged him, „I ſtruck my 


tents: and am now proceeding on my march 


to Cilicia. I had the ſatisfaction in leavin 
Cappadocia to reflect, that my arrival had Won- 


derfully, and indeed almoſt providentially, deli. : 
vered that monarch from a enſpiracy which 


was upon the very point of taking effect. This 
reflection was ſo much the more agreeable to 
me, as you had not only voluntarily and with- 
out any application for that purpoſe, honoured 


Ariobarzanes with the acknowledgment of his 


regal title; but had particularly recommended 


him to my protection, and expreſſly declared in 


your decree that his ſecurity was highly your 
concern. I judged it proper therefore to fend 


you this minute account of what has paſſed in 
relation to Ariobarzanes, that you might ſee 


with how much prudence you had long befote 


provided againſt a contingency, which had well- 


nigh happened. And this I the rather do, as 


that prince appears to be ſo faithfully attached 
to the republic, as well as endowed with ſuch 
great and excellent qualities, as to juſtify the 


EXtraor- 
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extraordinary veal you have ſhewn for has 1 in- A. U. 70, 
tereſt. 


LETTER I. 


To TaxzrMus, Proprætor“. 


1 


UCIUS Genacilius Curvus, has been long 
in the number of my moſt intimate friends: 
and indeed no man poſſeſſes a worthier or more 
grateful heart. I recommend him, therefore, 
moſt warmly and entirely to your protection; 
beſee ching you to aſſiſt him upon every occaſion 
that ſhall not be inconſiſtent with your honour 
and dignity. This is a reſtriction, however, 
which I might well have ſpared; as I am ſure 
he will never make you a requeſt unworthy 
either of your character or his own. But 1 
muſt particularly entreat your favour in relation 
| to his affairs in Helleſpontus. In the firſt place, 
then, I beg you would confirm the grant of cer- 
tain lands which was made to him by the city 
of Parion', and which he has hitherto enjoyed 
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Quintus Minucius Thermus, was prætor in the year of 
Rome 701. At the expiration of his office, he was ap- 
pointed proprætor, or governor of that part of the Aſiatic 
continent, ſtyled Aſia proper: which included Lydia, Io- 
nia, Caria, My dſia, and part of Phrygia. Cicero i peaks of 
him in a letter to Atticus, as exerciſing his adminiſtration 
with great integrity, Ad Att. vi, 1. 

A city in Helleſpont. 
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A. U. 702. without moleſtation : in the next place, that if 


any inhabitant of Helleſpontus ſhould contro- 
vert his rights of this kind, you would direct 
the cauſe to be heard in that diſtrict. But after 
having already aſſigned him wholly to your pa- 


tronage, it is unneceſſary to point out particular 


articles wherein I requeſt your good offices. To 
fay all then in one word: be affured I ſhall 
conſider every inſtance wherein you ſhall ad- 


vance either his honour or his intereſt, as {6 


many immediate fayours coggerred upon my- 
ſelf. Farewel. 


LETTER III. 
To Appfrus PULCHER. 


HO” I am by no means diſpoſed to be 
more favourable to myſelf than to you, in 
judging of the part we have reſpectively acted to- 
wards each other; yet when I refle& on our late 
mutual behaviour, I have far greater reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with my own conduct than with yours. 
As I knew the high rank which Phanias juſtly 
poſſeſſes in your confidence and eſteem, I inquir- 
ed of him when we met at Brundiſium, in what 


part of the province he imagined you choſe 1 


ſhould 
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ſhould receive the reſignation of your govern= A. U. yoke 
ment. He aſſured me it would be extremely 

agreeable to you if I landed at Sida®. For 

this reaſon, notwithſtanding I could not have 

made ſo ſplendid an entrance from that city, 

and it was inconvenient to me, likewiſe, upon 

many other accounts, yet I told him I would 
certainly comply with your inclinations; Some - 
time afterwards I had a conference with your 
friend Clodius, at Corcyra: and I always con- 
ſider myſelf as talking to you, whenever I am 
converſing with him. I repeated, therefore, the 
ſame. promiſe 1 had given to Phanias; and aſ- 
ſured him that I intended to purſue the route 
which the latter had marked out to me. Clo- 
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dius made many acknowledgments upon this 5 
occaſion in your name; but entreated me to 1 
change my deſign, and proceed directly to Lao- L 
dicea: For it was your purpoſe, he ſaid, to 4 
advance towards the maritime part of the pro- 1 
vince; in order to embark as ſoon as poſſible. 9 1 

| He added, at the ſame time; that it was from bo 

your great deſire to ſee me that you had deferred 1 

: your departure : for had any other perſon been 

7 your ſucceſſor, you would not have waited his 

: arival. And this; indeed; correſponded with the , 


A ſea- port town of conſiderable note in \Pataphylia. : 
Vor. 2 = letters 


u. oz. letters 1 received from you at Rome: by which 


province. I informed Clodius that T would 


nias. Therefore changed my plan, and imme- 
diately gave you notice of it with my own hand: 


inſtance, I have the ſatisſaction to be aſſured, 
That it is perfectly conſonant to the ſtrideſt 


vpon them as fo many indirect reſſections upon his own 
unworthy conduct. And this ſeems to have been the oc- 


Ih complains. Ad Att. vi. 1. 


Tur LETTERS Box NV. 


I perceived your greut ce to leave the 


comply with his requeſt: and with much more 
willingneſs, I told him, chan if I had been to 
have executed my firſt engagement with Pha- 


which 1 find by your letter you received in due 
time. When I reflect upon my conduct in this 


friendſhip. And now let me deſire you to con- 
fider your behaviour in return. Veu were fo far 
then from waiting in that part of the province 
which would have given us the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of an interview, that you withdrew to 
ſuch a diſtance, as to render it impoſſible for me 
to teach you within the thirty days limited 


Abe ee e of e e ke 
entered upon their adminiſtration, to publiſh what they 
ſtyled an edi; which was a kind of Wer or must) 
of laws, by which they intended to proceed in the dil- 
lation of juſtice. Cicero's inftitutes of this ſort, were 
unded upon maxims ſo extremely different from thoſe by 
which Appius had regulated himſelf, that the latter looked 


£3 ES. wa „ yetg . ww As 


caſion of his treating Cicero in the manner, of which he 
here, and in other ſubſequent letters, ſo much and fo jult- 
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(if1 miſtake not) by the Cornelian law*, for Au. 702. 
your departure. This proceeding (to ſpeak 
of it in the ſofteſt terms) muſt look with no 
friendly aſpect in the eye of thoſe who are un- 
acquainted with our real ſentiments towards each 
other; as it has the appearance of your in- 
duſtriouſly avoiding a conference. Whereas © 
mine, on the contrary, muſt undoubtedly be 
deemed conformable to whatever could be ex- 
pected . from the 2 and moſt intimate 
union. 
In the letter 1 — from) you before my 
arrival in the province, though you mentioned 
your deſign of going to Tarſus, you Kill flat- a 
tered me with hopes of a meeting. In the mean 
time, there are ſome who have the malice (for 
malice I ſuppoſe is their motive, as that vice 
indeed is widely diffuſed among mankind ;) to 
lay hold of this plauſible pretence to alienate 
me from you: little aware that I am not caſily 
ſhaken in my friendſhips. They aſſure me, 
that when you had reaſon to believe I was 
arrived in he province, you held a court of 
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This ww. was ſo called, from its author Cornelius | 
Sylla, the dictator. 

9 The capital city of Cilicia. It is celebrated by Strabo, 
for having once vied with Athens and Alexandria in polite 
and philoſophical literature: but it is far more worthy of 
notice - as being tbe birth-place of that great Apoſtle of 
the ONTO S.. Paul. 5 
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| A.U. 702. judicature at Tarſus ; and exerciſed ſuch other 


acts of authority, as even thoſe who have yet 


ſome little time unexpired in their miniſtry, do 


not uſually chooſe to diſcharge. Their inſinu- 
ations, nevertheleſs, are far from making any 
impreſſion upon me. On the contrary, I rather 
_ conſider you as having kindly eaſed me of part 
of my approaching trouble: and I rejoice that 


you have thus abridged me of one fatiguing 


month out of the twelve I muſt paſs through 


in my government. To ſpeak freely, however, 
there is a circumſtance that gives me concern ; 
and I cannot but regret to find, that out of 
the ſmall number of forces in the province, there 
are no leſs than three complete cohorts want- 
ing: and I know not in what part they are 


. diſperſed. But my principal uneaſineſs is, that 


J cannot learn where I ſhall fee you: and I 
ſhould have ſooner told you fo, if I had not 


concluded, from your total ſilence both as to 


what you were doing, and where you propoſed 
to give me an interview, that I might daily 
expect your arrival. I have therefore diſpatched 
my brave and worthy friend Antoritus, prefect 
of the Evocati*, with this letter; and if you 


3 "Theſe 4 troops compoſed of = rienced ſoldiers 
"who had ſerved out their legal time, or had received their 
Aiſmiſſion as a reward of their val our. They uſually guarded 
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think proper, you may deliver up to him the A. U. 702, 
command of the troops: that I may be able | 
to enter upon ſome action ere the ſeaſon is too 
far advanced. Thad reaſon to hope, both from 
our friendſhip and your letters, to have had 
the benefit of your advice upon this occaſion : 
and indeed T will not even yet deſpair of enjoy- 
ing that advantage. However, unleſs you give 
me notice, it is impoſſible I ſhould diſcover 
either when or where I am to have that fatis- 
faction. In the mean while, I ſhall endeavour 
to convince even the moſt uncandid, as well as 
the equitable part of the world, that I am ſincerely ' 
your friend. I cannot forbear ſaying, never- 
theleſs, that thoſe who are not diſpoſed to judge 
in the moft favourable manner, have ſome little 
cauſe to imagine that you dq not bear the ſame 
amicable diſpoſition towards me: and I ſhall be 
much obliged to you for endeavouring to re- 
move their ſuſpicions. 

That you may not be at a loſs what meaſures 
to take in order to our meeting confiſtently” 
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the chief ſtandard, ala were excuſed from the more ſer- | 
vile employments of the military functions. | 
2 It appears by what follows that this time was already 
elapſed. Mr. Roſs was aware of this difficulty; and has 
ſolved it by ſuppoſing that Cicero muſt mean ſome place 
. < avithout the limits of the province.“ For otherwiſe Ci- 
cero's requeſt cannot be reconciled, that commentator 
d obſerves, to the terms of the Cornelian law, 
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©! 702. with the terms of the Cornelian law : I think it 


_ neceſſary to inform you, that I arrived in the 
province on the laſt day of July ; that I marched 
from Iconium on the 3iſt of Auguſt; and am 
now advancing to Cilicia by the way of Cappa- 


docia. After having thus traced out my route, 
you will let me know, in caſe you ſhould think 
proper to meet me, what time and place will 


be moſt convenient to you for that 9 
Farewel. | 


LETTER IV. 
To Maxcus Caro. 


12 Thought it agreeable to our friendſhip to 
communicate to you the intelligence I have 


lately received. I am to inform you, then, that 


envoys from Antiochus, king of Commagene*, 
-arrived in my camp at Iconium on the 3oth 


of Auguſt. They brought me advice that 


the king of Parthia's ſon, who is married, it 


ſeems, to a ſiſter of the king of Armenia, was 


advanced to the banks of the Euphrates ; that 


3 Some account will be given of this great and cele- 


brated patriot, in the notes on the firſt letter of the fol- 


lowing 
4 Commagene was a part of Syria not ſubjected to the 

Roman dominion, 
| he 
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he was at the head of a very conſiderable army A+ U. 702. 
compoſed of his own nation, together with a 

large body of foreign auxiliaries : that he had 

actually begun to tranſport his troops over the 

river; and that it was reported the king of Ar- 

menia had a deſign to invade Cappadocia. 1 

have forborne to acquaint the ſenate with this 


news, for two reaſons. The firſt is, becauſe the 
Commagenian envoys aſſured me that Antio- 


chus had immediately diſpatched an expreſs to 
Rome with this account: and in the next place. 
knowing that the proconſul Marcus Bibulus 
had failed from Epheſus with a favourable wind 
about the 13th of Auguſt, I imagined he had 
by this time reached - his - province, and would 
be able to give the ſenate a more certain and 
particular intelligence. 

As to my own fituation with reſpect to this | 
important war: it is my utmoſt endeavour ta 
find that ſecurity from the clemency of my 
adminiſtration, and the | fidelity of our allies, 
which I can ſcarce expect from the ſtrength and 
number of my troops. I haye only to add my 
entreaties that you would continue, as uſual, tq 
favour me with your friendly offices i in my ab- 
ſence, Farewel. _ 


8 Proconſul of Syria. 
ES” +4 
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LETTER v. 
To TERMS, Proprætor. | 


o v IU 8 Puteolanus diſtinguiſhes me 
upon all occaſions with the higheſt marks 
of eſteem : indeed we are united in the ſtricteſt 


bands of amity. He has ſome affairs in your 


province : : and unleſs he ſhould be able by my 
means to ſettle them during your adminiſtra- 


tion, he looks upon them as utterly deſperate. | 


This taſk my very obliging friend having aſ- 
ſigned to my care, I take the liberty (in confi- 
dence of that moſt amicable diſpoſition youl have 
everdiſcoveredtowards me) of transferring it to 
yours; with this reſtriction, nevertheleſs, that i it 
do not engage you in too much trouble. I am to 


inform you then, that the corporations of My- 


lata and Alabanda* are re ſpectively indebted 
to Cluvius: : and that Euthydemus | aſſured me 
when I ſaw him at Epheſus, he would take care 
that Syndics* ſhould be ſent to Rome from the 
former, in order to adjuſt the matters in contro- 
verſy between them. This however has not 


5 Two cities. of Calle, in Aſia minor. N 


6 Theſe officers were a kind of ſolicitors to the treaſury 
of their reſpective 8 f 


been 
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been performed : on the contrary, 1 hear they A.U. 705; 


have commiſſioned deputies to negotiate this 
affair in their ſtead. But Syndics are the proper 
perſons: and therefore Ientreatyouto command 
theſe cities to diſpatch thoſe officers to Rome, 
that this queſtion may be ſoon and finally de- 
termined. I am farther ta acquaint you, that 
Philotes of Alabanda has aſſigned certain effects 
to Cluvius by a bill of ſale. But the time for 
payment of the money, for which they are a 
ſeeurity, being elapſed; I beg you would com- 
pel him either ta diſcharge the debt, or to de- 
liver the goods to the agents of Cluvius. My 
friend has likewiſe ſome demands of the ſame 
kind upon the cities of Heraclea and Bargylos'. 
I beſeech you therefore either to procure him 
ſatisfaction by an immediate payment, or to 
oblige them to put him in poſſeſſion of a pro= 
portionable part of their demeſnes. The corpo- 
ration of Caunus is alſo indebted to Cluvius; 
but they inſiſt that as the money has been ready 
for him, and actually lodged in the temple, for 
that purpoſe, he is not entitled to any intereſt 
beyond the time the principal was ſo depo- 
ſited . I entreat the favour of you to inquire 
2 In Caria. | | 
8 This 1 was likewiſe in Caria. 


* This bai is 8 in a ſenſe very different from 
that i in wh the commentators have underſtood it. 


into 


us 
A. U. 202. into the truth of the fact: and ih it ſhall appear 


ceaſed, coxfiftere aſura debuit: 
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facred treaſury either in conformity to the ge- 


They take the expreſſion, aiunt ſe pecuniam 13 habu. 
Ys to mean, that the Caunians pretended the money in 
iſpute was a depoſite: and therefore that they were not 
liable to pay intereſt. But if we ſu the queſtion be. 
tween the Caunians and Cluvius to have been, whether 
the fum he demanded, was, or was not, a depoſite; the re. 
gueſt which Cicero afterwards makes, mult be highly un. 
juſt : A intellexeris eos neque ex edicto neque ex decreto 7 7 
habuiſfſe, des operam ut uſures Cluvio era. For if they 
were merely truſtees, it could make no equitable difference 
whether the money came to them by a judicial decree, or 
from a private hand: and in either caſe it muſt have been 
equally oppreſſive to oblige them to pay intereſt, Now 
this difficulty will be entirely removed, by ſuppoſing that 
the expreſſion depy/item habuyſe, is periphraſtical, and to 
be reſolved into depo/uyſe. And this is agreeable to the 


idiom of the Latin language, as well as to the manner 


in which Cicero expreſſes himſelf upon other - occaſions, 
Thus in his treatiſe De clar. orat. 147. habere cognitum 
Scevolam, is equivalent to coguoſeere + as in Plautus vobs 
hanc habeo edictionem, is the ſame as edico. Pſeud. i. ii. 39 

But if pecuniam depofitam habuiſſs, is a circumlocution for 
depoſurfſs, ſome ſubſtantive muſt be underſtood to complete 
the ſenſe: and accordingly, a paſſage in the letters to At- 
ticus will not only point out the word required, but prove 


likewiſe that depoxe is uſed in this elliptical manner, Ci- 


cero giving an account to Atticus of a tranſaction relatin 

to the claim of a debt due from the city of Salamis, in 
Cyprus, tells him, that deponere wolebant, Ad Att, vi, 1. 
which in another letter where he is ſpeaking of the very 
fame affair, he expreſſes at full ler rn xt in fano depare- 
rent þ:;ftulantibus, ſays he, yon conceſſi. Ad Att, v. 21. And 
the laſt cited paſſages will not only juſtify, but explain, 
the ſepfe contended for: as they prove that it was uſual 
where any controverſy aroſe concerning the quantum of 


2 debt, for the defendant to apply for leave to pay the 


money into ſome temple : from which time it no longer 
carried intereſt, Thus Cicero tells Atticus that the intereſt. 
upon the debt due from the city of Salamis ought ta have 
and aſſigns this reaſon for it; 

nc 
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to direct that Cluvius may have ſuch a rate of 
intereſt allowed him, as is agreeable to the law 
you have eſtabliſhed in theſe caſes. | 


I enter with ſo much the more warmth into 


theſe affairs as my friend Pompey likewiſe | 
makes them his own: and indeed, ſeems more 
ſolicitous for their ſucceſs than even Cluvius 
himſelf. As I am extremely de ſirous that the 
latter ſhould have reaſon to be ſatisfied with my 
good offices, I moſtearneſtly requeſt yours upon 
this occaſion. Farewel. _ | 


deponere wolebant : they were ready and defirous to have 
lodged it in the ſacred treaſury, But in the caſe of Clu. 
vius, if the Caunians had paid in the money without giv- 
ing him notice, (which might very poſſibly have been 
the fact, if they had not acted under a judicial order) it 
was no unreaſonable requeſt, to deſire they might be 
compelled to pay the whole intereſt up to the time when 
Cluvius ſhould receive the principal. | _ | 

By the term edi is meant in this place, that formu- 
= INOUE laws explained in rem. 7. p. 338. of 
this vol. | 


347 
neral edictꝰ, or ſpecial decree, of the prætor; 4 U. 702. 
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LETTER vf. 
To the C the Prætors, the | ribunes of 


the People, and the Senate. 


IHE firſt intelligence I nd that the 
Parthians had paſſed the greateſt part of 


their army over the Euphrates, was extremely 


poſitive. However, as I imagined t the procon- 
ful Marcus Bibulus could give you a more 
certain account-of this event, I did not think 
it neceſſary to charge myſelf with the relation 


of what more immediately concerned the pro- 


vince of another. But ſince my laſt diſpatch, 


1 have been farther and more ſatisfactorily 


aſſured of this fact, by ſeveral expreſſes and 
deputations that have been ſent to me for that 
purpoſe. When I conſider therefore the great 
importance of this news to the republic ; that 
it 1s uncertain hkewiſe whether Bibutus 1s 
yet arrived in Syria; and that I am almoſt 


equally concernec with him in the conduct of 


this war ; I deem myſelf obliged to communi- 
one. ,30' you the * of my ſeveral infor- 


mations. 
The firſt advice 1 received, was, 3 the 


ee of Antiochus King of Commagene: 
| 5 . who 


Boo V. er CICERO. 


who acquainted me, that the Parthians had A. U. 70, 


actually begun to tranſport a very conſiderable 
body of forces over the Euphrates. But as it 


was the opinion of ſome of my council, that no 
great credit was to be given to any intelligence 
that came from this quarter, I thought proper 
to wait for better information. Accordingly on 


the 19th of September, whilſt I was on my 
march towards Cilicia, I was met by a courier 
on the frontiers of Lycaonia and Cappadocia, 


with an expreſs fromꝰ Tarcondimotus : a prince 
eſteemed the moſt faithful of our allies on that 
ſide the Taurus, and extremely in the intereſt. 


of the Romans. The. purport of his diſpatches 


was to inform me, that a powerful body of 


horſe commanded by Pacorus, the ſon of Orodes 


king of Parthia, had paſſed the Euphrates, and 


were encamped at Tyba; and that the pro- 
vince of Syria was in great commotion. The 
ſame day I received an expreſs. likewiſe to 
this purpoſe from Jamblichus, an Arabian Phy- 


larch*, and one who has the general reputation 


of being a friend to the republic. Upon the 


9 His dominicns lay on the ſouthern fide of Mount 
Taurus, in a part of Auen which the Romans had not 
thought proper to annex to their province. A coin of 
this p prince 1s {till extant, See Bibliutb. ra ye, Tor xii. 


p. 
The lord or chief of a elan. 
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 A.U.702. whole therefore I came to a reſolution of lead- 
ing my army to 'Tarſus*. I was ſenſible, that 
our allies in general were far from being warm 
in our intereſt ; and were only waiting the 
-opportunity of ſome favourable revolution to 
deſert us. I flattered myſelf however, that the 
lenity and moderation of my conduct towards 
ſuch of them through whoſe territories I had 
already paſſed, would render them better in- 
clined to the Romans: as 1 hoped to ſtrengthen 
Cilicia in its allegiance, by giving that part 
of my province an opportunity of experiencing 
alſo the ſame equitable adminiſtration. But! 
had ſtill a farther inducement: I determined 
upon this march, not only in order to chaſtiſe 
thoſe who had taken up arms in Cilicia, 
but alſo to convince our enemies in Syria, 
that the army of the Romans, far from be- 
ing diſpoſed to retreat upon the news of their 
invaſion, were ſo much the more eager to 
If my advice then has any weight, let me 
- earneſtly exhort and admoniſn you to take pro- 
per meaſures for the preſervation of theſe pro- 
vinces: meaſures indeed, which ought to have 


2 In the original it is ad Taurum : but Mr. Roſs with 
good reaſon ſuppoſes there is an error in the text, and 
that it ſhould be read ad Tanſum. | 1 

. ; 7 b | n 
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been concerted long before, as you were well- A. U. 702; 
apprifed of thoſe dangers which are now almoſt 
within my view. I need not inform you in 
what manner you thought proper to equip me 
when I was ſent into this part of the world, 
under a full expectation of being engaged i in ſo 
important a war. If I did not however refuſe 
this commiſſion, it was not becauſe I was ſo 
weak as to be inſenſible how ill provided I was 
to execute it in a proper manner; but merely” 
in ſubmiſſive deference to your commands. The 
truth is, IJ have at all times willingly expoſed 
myſelf to the utmoſt hazards, rather than not 
teſtify 'my implicit obedience to your authority. 
But the plain fact is, that if you do not ſpeedily 
ſend a very powerful re-inforcement into theſe 
provinces, the republic will be in the greateft 
danger of loſing the whole of her revenues in 
this part of the world. If your reliance is upon 
the provincial militia, be aſſured you will be 
extremely diſappointed: as they are very incon- 
ſiderable in point of numbers, and ſuch miſer- 
able daftards as to run away upon the firſt alarm, 
The brave Marcus Bibulus is ſo ſenſible of the 
nature of theſe Aſiatic troops, that he has not 
thought proper to raiſe any of them; tho” he 
had your expreſs permiſſion for that purpoſe, 
As to the aſliſtance that may be expected from 


our 
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8 V. 702. our allies, the ſeverity and injuſtice of our g0- 
— vernment has either ſo.greatly weakened them 
as to put it out of their power to be of much 
ſervice to us, or ſo entirely alienated their affec- 
tions, as to render it unſafe to truſt them. The 
inclinations however, and the forces too, (what. 
ever they be*) of king Deiotarus; I reckon as 
= entirely ours: Cappadocia is wholly unfurniſhed 
4 nith any place of ſtrength: and as to thoſe 
| - other neighbouring princes our allies, they 
are neither willing, nor able, to afford us any 
conſiderable ſuceours. Ill provided, however, as 
Iam with Troops, my courage, you may be aſ- 
ſured, ſhall not be wanting; nor, I truſt, my 
prudence. What the event may prove, is alto- 
gether uncertain: I can only wiſh that I may be 
in a condition to defend myſelf with as much 
fucceſs as 1 certainly ſhall with honour; 


It is Sb that Cicero aid not at ( hi time Fs 
their number: but they were by no means inconſiderable. 
For it appears by a letter to Atticus that they amounted 
to 12,000 foot, armed in the Roman manner, and 2080 
horſe: Ad Hit. vi. 1. : 


LET- 


Boox IV. 


or CIC E KO; 


* ; - 
* N - 4 3 4 WW 1 8 * 1 1 ** 
\ = o 4 «s *. . ” 8 ; - 
LETTER VIII. 
* * , N F a 7 
* 


Vor, I. 


them: that being 


A a 


Marcus CorLivs to CictRo. 


the 


* ” wy #*þ 74 W 8 . * g 
* 9 


HO I have ſome political news to com- A. U. 702. 
municate to you, yet I can acquaint you 

with nothing, I believe, that will give you 

more pteaſure than what I am going previouſly 

to mention. You are to know then, that Ru- 

fus*, your favourite Sempronius Rufus, has 

been lately convicted of falſe accuſationꝰ, to 

the ſingular joy of the whole city. This pro- 

ſecution was . occaſioned by. the following cir- 
cumſtance. Rufus, ſoon after the exhibition of 


5 Cicero mentions this perſon in a letter to Atticus, as 
2 man who had failed in the civilities he owed him, by not 
waiting upon him before he ſet out for Cilicia: but at the 
ſame, time expreſſes a ſatisfaction in having by that means 
been ſpared the trouble of a very diſagreeable viſitor. 
The epithet therefore which Cœlius here gives to Rufus, 
muſt be underſtood ironically. Ad Att. v. 2. 
„The Roman laws were particularly ſevere againſt 
* thoſe who were diſcovered. to have offended in this 
point. In criminal cauſes they inflicted bapiſhment, and 
« ordinis amiſſio (the loſs of rank.) In civil cauſes the 
* plaintiff generally depoſited a ſum of money, which he 
© forfeited if he was found guilty of bringing a vexatious 
* ſuit. Cicero alludes to another puniſnment, of marking 
* aletter upon the forehead of the falſe inſormer, pro Roſc; 
„Am. 20. It was the letter K which was impreſſed upon 
the firſt letter, according to the old 
* orthography; in the word Kalumnia. Mr. Re. 
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A. U. 702. the Roman games”, was impeached by Marcus 
Tuccius: and being ſenſible that the charge 
would be proved againſt him, and that his trial 
muſt unavoidably come on this year, unleſs 

ſome other of an higher nature * intervened, he 
determined upon an expedient for that purpoſe. 
Accordingly, as no one, he thought, had ſo good 
a title to. the honour of this precedence as his 
proſecutor; he preferred an accuſation upon the 
Plotian law? againſt Tuccius, for a violation of 
the public peace: a charge, however, which he 
could not prevail with a ſingle perſon to ſub- 
{cribe'. As ſoon as I was appriſed of this affair, 


7 Theſe games were inſtituted by Tarquinius Priſcus, 
A. U. 138. in honour of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva. 
Their annual celebration commenced on the ꝗth of Sep- 
tember, and continued nine days. . 

It is probable, as Manutius obſerves, that the Judges 
of the preſent year were in general no friends to Rufus, 
which made him endeavour to poſtpone his trial. The 
ſame learned commentator remarks, that all trials were 
brought on in a regular rotation, unleſs in accuſations 
that were connected with ſome other cauſe that had been 
immediately before adjudged, or in the caſe of impeach- 
ments for the violation of the public peace, Theſe, he 

roves, by ſeveral inſtances, were always determined pre- 

ferably to all other cauſes whatſoever. 

9 The author of this law was P. Plotius, or Plautius, 
tribune of the people, an."urb. 675: and the penalty in- 
flicted by it was bantſhment. = f 

It ſeems to have been cuſtomary for the proſecutor in 

capital cauſes to procure ſome of his friends to join with 

him in figning the articles of his impeachment, Theſe 

were ſtyled, ſabſcriptores, and ated as a ſort of ſeconds to 

him in this judicial combat. They-could not . be Prof 
; * 
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1f/lew to the affiſtance of Tuccius, without wait- A. U. 702, 
ing his requeſt, But when I roſe up to ſpeak, — ; 
I forbore entering into a particular defence of | 

my friend; contenting myſelf with diſplaying ON 

the character of his adverſary in all its true and 

odious colours: in which you may be ſure I did 

not forget the ſtory concerning Veſtorius, and 

his unworthy conduct towards you. 

I muſt inform you likewiſe of another trial, 

which at preſent greatly engages: the Forum. 

Marcus Servilius had been convicted ofextortion 

in his office“: and I ventured to be his advocate, 

notwithſtanding the popular clamour was ſtrong- - 
ly againſt him. Servilius, however, having 

diſſipated his whole eſtate, and being utterly 
inſolvent, Pauſanius? petitioned the prætor La- 

terenſis (and I ſpoke likewiſe in ſupport of this 


admitted-into this aſſociation without a ſpecial licence 
from the judges for that purpoſe, Vid. Hottom, in Q. 
Cæcil. drum, 15, © | . 

2 The whole account of the following tranſactions con- 
cerning Servilius, is extremely (perhaps impenetrably) 
obſcure in the original: and has exerciſed the ingenuity 
of all the commentators to enlighten. The tranſlator 
however has ventured in ſome inſtances to depart from 
them: though he acknowledges, at the ſame time, that 
he is ſcarce more ſatisfied with his own interpretation, 
than with theirs. | N 
Who this perſon was, or in what manner concerned 
in the preſent cauſe, is altogether undiſcoverable. Per- 
haps, as Mr, Roſs conjectures, he might have been the 
proſecutor, e 


* 


* petition) 


356 


Tux LETTERS Book IV. 


A. U. 702. petition) that he might be empowered to purſue 


the ſum in queſtion, into whoſe hands ſoe ver it 
ſhould appear to have been paid*. But this 
petition was' diſmiſſed ; the pretor alledging, 
that Pilius, a relation of our friend Atticus, 
had alſo exhibited articles of impeachment 
againſt my client for a crime of the ſame kind. 
Thisnews immediately ſpread throughoutRome: 


and it was generally ſaid in all converſations, that 


Pilius would certainly make good his charge, 
Appius the younger was much diſturbed at this 
report, as having a claim upon Servilius, of 
eighty-one hundred thouſand ſeſterces*; a ſum 
which he ſcrupled not to avow had been de- 
poſited in the hands of Servilius, in order to be 


paid over to the proſecutor in an information 
againſt his father, provided the informer would 


ſuffer himſelf to be nonſuited. If you are ſur- 


priſed at the weakneſs of Appius in thus ac- 


4 It appears, by a paſſage which Manutius produces 


from the oration in deience of Rabirius, that in convic- 


tions of this kind the money was recoverable by _-_ 
lian law from any hand, into which it could be proved to 
have been paid. Pro Rabir. Pot. 4. I 


5 About 65,376). of our money. This ſum muſt a 
pear exceſſive, if conſidered: only with reſpe& to the 


wealth of the preſent times. But Appius might well be 


enabled to give it, and it might have been extremely 
prudent in him likewiſe to have done ſo, if this proſecu- 
tion was (what ſeems highly probably) on account of his 
tather's having plundered ſome province committed to his 
adminiſtration, pn . 

f Know- 
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knowledging ſo ſhameful a bargain, how much A. U. 702. 


higher would your aſtoniſhment have riſen, ifyou 
had heard his evidence upon the trial of that ve- 
ry ill-judged action which he brought againſt 

Servilius for this money? He moſt clearly in- 
deed made appear, to the full ſatisfaction of the 
whole court, both his own folly and his father's 
guilt. To complete the abſurdity of his con- 
duct upon this occaſion, he was ſo imprudent 
as to ſummon the very ſame judges upon this 
cauſe, who tried the information I juſt now 
mentioned to have been brought againſt his fa- 
ther. It happened, however, that their voices 
were equally divided*. But the prætor, not 
knowing how the law ſtood in this caſe, de- 
clared that Servilius had a majority of the three 
claſſes of judges in his favour : and accordingly 
acquitted him in the uſual form. At the riſing 
of the court, therefore, it was generally imagined 
that the acquittal of Servilius would be en- 
rolled. But the prætor thinking it adviſeable 
to look into the laws upon this point, before he 


made up the record, found it expreſſly enacted, 


that © in all cauſes ſentence ſhall be pro- 
nounced according to the majority of the 
votes in the whole collective number of 


6 In this caſe the Rank ws denerained by the moſt 
favourable . and abſolved the defendant. 
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02. judges”. Inſtead therefore of regiſtering the 
" acquittal of Servilius, he only inſerted in the 


roll the number of yoices as they ſtood in each 
reſpective claſs. Appius, in conſequence of 
this miſtake, re- commenced his ſuit : while the 
prætor, by the intervention of Lollius, pro- 


miſed to amend the record, and enter a proper 


judgment, But the hapleſs Servilius, neither 
entirely acquitted nor abſolutely condemned, is 
at length to be delivered over with this his 
blaſted character to the hands of Pilius. For 
Appius not venturing to contend with the latter 


which of their actions ſhould have the priority, 


has thought proper to wave his proſecution. 


He himſelf is likewiſe impeached by the rela- 


tions of Servilius for bribery : as he has alſo 
another accuſation laid againſt him by one Ti- 
tius, a creature of his own, who has charged 
him with a breach of the peace, And thus 


It has already been obſerved in the foregoing re- 


marks, that the 3 were divided into three claſſes. 
See rem. 4. p. 292 of this vol. It is obvious, therefore, 
that there might have been a majority in two of the claſſes 
out of the three, in favour of Servilius, and yet that the 
voices conſidered with reſpect to the whole number of 
-judges,' might have been equal. But it is inconceivable 


that a magiſtrate of Prztorian rank could poſſibly be ig- 


norant of a practice which one can ſcarce ſuppoſe the moſt 
common citizen of Rome to have been unacquainted with. 
Notwithſtanding therefore Cœlius aſcribes the prætor's 
conduct to eee it ſeems much more probable to 
have ariſen from deſign: LR 


are 
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are theſe two b combatants moſt oqually 
matched. 

As to public affairs ; ; we had waited: ſeveral | 
days in expectation that ſomething would be 
determined concerning Gaul; frequent motions 
having been made in the ſenate for this purpoſe, 
which were followed by very warm debates. 
At length, however, it plainly appearing agree- 
able to Pompeyꝰs ſentiments, that Cæſar's com- 
mand in Gaul ſhould not be continued longer 
than the firſt of March, the ſenate paſſed the 
following orders and decrees*. 

«© By AUTHORITY OF THE SENATE, held i in 
« the temple of Apollo, on the 3oth day of 
« September. Signed* : L. Domitius Aheno- 
« barbus ; Q. Cæcilius; Metellus Pius Scipio; 
« L, Villius Annalis ; C. Septimius; Caius 
“ Lucceius Hirrus ; C. Scribonius Curio; IL. 
« Atteius Capito; M. Oppius. WREREAS a 
“ motion was made by Marcus Marcellus, the 
e conſul, concerning the conſular provinces, it 
is ORDERED that Lucius Paulus and Caius 

cc Marcellus conſuls elect ; ſhall on the firſt of 
“March next following their entering upon 
8 With regard to the difference between an order and 
= _ of the ſenate, ſee remark 9. p. 64. of this 


9 The decrees of the ſenate were uſually ſigned in this 
manner by thoſe who were the principal promoters of the 


queſtion, | 
Aa4 « their 
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A. U. 502. < their office, move the ſenate concerning the 


.. . * 


ce conſular provinces : at which time no other 


ce buſineſs ſhall be proceeded upon, nor any 


tc other motion made in conjunction therewith, 


c And for this purpoſe the ſenate ſhall con- 


<« tinue to aſſemble notwithſtanding the co- 


e mitial days“, and until a decree ſhall be 
. © paſſed. . | 


C ORDERED, that when the conſuls ſhall 
ce move the ſenate upon the queſtion aforeſaid, 
< they ſhall be empowered to ſummon ſuch of 
* the 300 judges who are members of the ſe- 


cc nate to attend”. | 


cc Riser vzb, that if any matters ſhall ariſe 
* upon the queſtion aforeſaid, which ſhall be 
cc neceſſary to be laid before the people; that 


ve Servius Sulpicius, and Marcus Marcellus, 


< the preſent conſuls, together with the prætor 


*The comitial days were thoſe on which the Comizia, 


or aſſemblies of the 8 were held: and on theſe the 


law prohibited the ſenate to be convened. The ſenate 
however in the preſent inſtance, and agreeably to a prero- 
gative which they claimed and exerciſed upon many other 


-occafions, took upon themſelves to act with a diſpenſing 


power. See Mid. on the Rom. Sen. p. 121. 

un This clauſe was inſerted in order toſecure a full houſe : 
a certain number of fenators being neceſſary to be preſent 
for making a decree valid. See remark 14. p. 165. of 
this vol. The correction of Manutius uh adopted 


in the tranſlation, who inſtead of / abducere liceret, 


reads eos abducere, &c, | 
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« and tribunes of the people, or ſuch of them &. U. 703: 
« as ſhall be agreed upon, ſhall call an aſſembly © 
« of the people for this purpoſe: and if the ma- 
« giſtrates aforeſaid ſhall fail herein, the ſame 


« ſhall be propoſed to the phos by their ſuc- 
ce ceſſors, 


TRE THIRTIETH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, in 

« the temple of Apollo. Signed: L. Domitius 
« Ahenobarbus ; Q. Czcilius 3 Metellus Pius 
cc Scipio; L. Villius Annalis ; Fes 5-1 Septimius; ; 
FC. Scribonius Curio; M. Oppius 


Thie Gai Marcus Marcellus having moved 
© the ſenate concerning the provinces; 


« RESOLVED, that it is the opinion of the 
« ſenate, that it will be highly unbecoming any 
ce magiſtrate who has a power of controlling 
« their proceedings, to occaſion any hindrance 
* whereby the ſenate may be prevented from 
e taking the aforeſaid motion into conſideration 
« as ſoon as poſſible: and that whoſoever ſhall 
« obſtruct or oppoſe the ſame, ſhall be _— 
* an enemy to the republic. 


© ORDERED, chat if any magiſtrate ſhall put 
* a negative upon the foregoing reſolution, 
the ſame ſhall be entered as an order of 
3 1 5 the 
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* « the ſenate, and again referred x to the conſide- 


cc ration of this houſe.”  — 


* 


This reſolution was proteſted 1 by Caius 
Ccelius, Lucius Vinicius, P. Publius Cornelius, 
and Caius Vibius Panſa. 


© RESOLVED, that the Grate will take into 


te conſideration the caſe of ſuch of the ſoldiers 
ce under Cæſar's command, who have ſerved 
© out their legal time, or who for other reaſons 
« are entitled to a diſcharge : and make ſuch 
ce order N as ſhall be RI to 


«c equity”. 22 
« ReSOLVED, that, if any magiſtrate ſhall 


< put his negative upon the foregoing. decree, 


< the ſame ſhall ſtand as an order of ſenate, and 
< be again referred to the conſideration of this 
* houſe.” 


This reſolution was proteſted againſt by 
Caius Ccelius, and Caius Panſa, tribunes of the 
people. a 


OR DERED, that ſuch of the preſent præ- 
* tors, who have never held any Provincial 
a” | ac ſoldier 3 not be compelled to bear 
arms after having been in the ſervice ten years. As the 


ſtrength of Czſar's army in Gaul conſiſted principally in 
his Veterans, this clauſe was added, as ovius ob- 


« command, 


« completed. 
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« command, ſhall draw lots to ſucceed reſpec- As U. 703, 
« tively to the government of Cilicia, and the 


ec eight remaining Pretorjan® provinces. But 
« jf there ſhall not be a ſufficient number“ of 
« theſe to fill up the aforeſaid governments ; 
« then and in this caſe, the deficiency ſhall be 
ce ſupphed by lot out of the firſt college of 
6e prztors, among thoſe who have never held a, 

« foreign government. And if there ſhall not 

« be found a ſufficient number among theſe laſt, 
4 ſo qualified as aforeſaid, the ſame ſhall be 
« ſupplied from the members of each preceding 
« college, till the whole number required be 


« RESOLVED, that, if any magiſtrate ſhall put 
his negative upon the foregoing decree, the 


e ſame ſhall ſtand as an order of the ſenate.” 


This decree was proteſted againſt by Caius | 


ſerves, with a view of drawing off thoſe ſoldiers from his 
troops. | | 

ba "The provinces of leſſer note were uſually es to 
the prætors: and from thence they were diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of the Prætorian provinces. - 

„The number of prztors varied in different periods of 
the republic; In the times of Cicero this magiſtracy was 


compoſed of eight perſons ; as Cellarius remarks in his 
note upon this paſſage. 1 


5 Every annual ſet of prætors were diſtinguiſned by 
colleges, ſtyled the iſt, 2d, zd, &c. according to their 
ſeveral removes from the current year, 

Ccelius, 


* 
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A. U. 702. Cœlius, and Caius Panſa, tribunes of the 


people. 


In the debates which preceded theſe decrees, 


Pompey let fall an expreſſion that was much 


obſerved, and gave us very confident hopes of 


his good intentions. He could not without 


ce great injuſtice, he ſaid, determine any thing 
ce jn relation to the provinces under Cæſar's 
cc command, before the firſt of March : but 
ce after that time, he aſſured the ſenate, he 
cc ſhould have no ſort of ſtruple.'”* Being aſk- 
ed, © what if a negative ſhould then be put 
ce upon a decree of the ſenate for recalling 
« Cæſar? He declared, that he ſhould look 
upon it as juſt the ſame thing, whether Cæſar 
openly refuſed to obey the authority of the ſe- 
nate, or ſecretly procured ſome magiſtrate to 
obſtruct their decrees. But ſuppoſe, ſaid another 
member, Cæſar ſhould purſue his pretenſions to 
the conſulate and retain his command abroad at 
the ſame time. Suppoſe, replied Pompey with 
“great temper, my own ſon ſhould lay violent 
< hands upon me ?” From expreſſions of this 


kind the world has conceived a notion, that a 


rupture will undoubtedly enſue between Pom- 
pey and Cæſar. Iam of opinion, however, that 
the latter will ſubmit to one of theſe two con- 
ditions: 
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ditions: either to give up his preſent preten- 4. U. 702. 
ſions to the conſulate and continue in Gaul; or © 
to quit the province, provided he can be aſ- 

| ſured of his election. Curio is preparing moſt 
ſtrongly to oppoſe his demands. What he may 
be able to effect, I know not: But ſure I am, 
that a man who acts upon ſuch patriot prin- 
ciples, muſt gain honour at leaſt, if he gain 
nothing elſe. He treats me upon all occafions 
with great generolity : and indeed in a late 
inſtance has been more liberal than I could 
have wiſhed ; as his civility has drawn upon me 

a trouble which, perhaps, I might otherwiſe 
have eſcaped. He has preſented me with ſome 
African panthers which he had procured for his 
own games : and by that means laid me under 
a neceſſity of making uſe of them”. I muſt 

therefore remind you of what I have often 
mentioned already, and entreat you to ſend me 
ſome of theſe animals from your part of the 
world: and J again likewiſe recommend to your 


care the bond of Sitius. 
t I have had occaſion to diſpatch my freed- 
N man Philo, together with Diogenes a Greek, 
1 into your Province. I hope you will afford 
. your patronage both to them and their com- 
at ene | 
n= 77 In the games hey was preparing to exhibit as Adile. 


miſſion : 
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A. U. 702. inen: as you will find by the letter they are 


0 


to deliver to. you on my part, that it is an af- 

fair in which I am deeply intereſted. Fare- 

wel. 5 OE git 4; 
LETTER VIII. 


To PusBLIivs SiL1ivs', proprætor. 


VO are appriſed, I imagine, of the friend- 


ſhip that ſubſiſted between Titus Pinnius 
and myſelf. He has ſufficiently declared it 
indeed by his will: wherein he not only ap- 
pointed me one of the guardians to his ſon, but 
left me the contingent reverſion alſo of his eſtate. 


My ward (who is a youth of uncommon mo- 


deſty as well as great application to his ſtudies) 


s This affair ſeems to be explained by an epiſtle to 
Atticus, wherein Cicero mentions the receipt of a very 
profing letter from Cœlius by the hands of his freedman. 

e purport of it appears to have been, to ſolicit Cicero 


to levy a contribution upon his province towards the ex- 


pence of thoſe public games, which Cœlius, as Adile, 
was obliged to exhibit, This oppreſſive tax had been fre- 

uently raiſed by the governors of provinces, in favour of 
their friends at Rome: and was e almoſt eſtabliſhed 
into a cuſtom. But Cicero, notwithſtanding he ſeems to 
have had a ſincere affection for Cœlius, would by no means 


| ps een upon to break through the equitable maxims 
0 


is adminiſtration: and with great integrity refuſed 


his requeſt. Ad Arr. vi. 1. Ad Q. F. I. 1. No. 9. 


He was at this time proprætor, or governor, of Bi- 
thynia and Pontus in Aſia, where he diſcharged the pro- 


1 functions with great applauſe, 4d Att, vi. 8. 


I has 
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has a very” conſiderable demand upon the city AU. 703; 
of Nicza, amounting to eight millions of ſeſ- 

terces*: and the corporation, I am told, are 
inclined to pay off part of this ſum the firſt 
debt they ſhall diſcharge. Now, as not only 

the reſt of the truſtees, who know the regard 

you bear me, but the young man himſelf, is per- 

ſuaded that you will not refuſe. any thing to my 

requeſt ; 1 ſhall be exceedingly obliged to you 

for employing your good offices, (as far I mean 

2s may be confiſtent with your dignity and cha- 

rater) that they pay off as large a proportion of 

this demand as poſſible. Farewel. 


—_—_ 


LETTER N. 
To Max cus Cœrrus, Curule-Zdile elect. 


Congratulate you on the honourable poſt you 
have lately obtainedꝰ and on the proſpect 
which by this mean is opened to you of ad- 
vancing ſtill higher in the dignities of the re- 
public. I am ſomewhat late, I confeſs, in my 
compliments: however you muſt not impute it 

to any intentional neglect, but merely to my 
ignorance of what paſſes at Rome. For, partly 

. from the great diſtance of my ſituation, and 


HH &@ © A 2 


* About 70,000], fterling- The Zdileſhip. 
1 e ; partly 
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A. U. 702. partly from thoſe banditti which infeſt the roads, 


_ eſteeme 


it is a conſiderable time before I can receive any 


intelligence from Italy. And now, I know not 
where to find words ſufficiently ſtrong to give 
you joy upon this occaſion, or to expreſs my 
thanks for your having thus © furniſhed me (as 


ce you termed it in one of your former letters) 


* with a ſubject of perpetual ridicule.” When 
I firſt received the news of your victory, I could 


not forbear mimicking a certain worthy friend of 


ours, and imitating the droll figures thoſe gal- 
lant youths exhibited, of whoſe intereſt he had 


ſo confidently boaſted*. But it is not eaſy to 


give you in deſcription a complete idea of this 
my humourous ſally. I muſt tell you, however, 
that I next figured you to myſelf, and accoſted 


| you, as if preſent, in the words of the eomic 


S_—_ — =; 5 
Far leſs, my good friend, I rejoice at your deed, 
As exceeding whatever before did exceed, 
Than as mounting aloft o'er my hopes the maſt high = 
Aud for this, © By my troth tis amazing,” I 
cr: | | 


A mere modern reader, who judges of paſt ages by 
the modes that prevail in his own, muſt undoubtedly con- 
ceive a very low opinion of Cicero from the account which 
he here gives of his behaviour. But mimickry was not 

by the Romans, as it is with us, a talent becom- 
ing only a comedian or a buffoon. On the contrary, this 
ſpecies of humour was thought worthy of the graveſt cha- 


Upon 


Book V. or CICERO. 


Upon which I broke out into a moſt immoderate A. U. 702. 


fit of laughter: and when ſome of my friends 
reproved my mirth, as deviating almoſt into 
downright folly, I excuſed. myſelf by the old 


ver; 


Exceſſive Joy is not exceeding wiſe. 
In ſhort, whilſt I ridiculed this noble friend of 


ours, I became almoſt as ridiculous as himſelf. . 


But you ſhall hear farther upon this ſubject an- 


other opportunity: for in truth, I have many 


things to ſay both of you and to you, whenever 


| ſhall find more leiſure for that purpoſe. In the 


mean time be aſſured, my dear Ccelius, that I 
ſincerely love you. I conſider you, indeed, as 


one whom fortune has raiſed up to advance my 
glory, and avenge my wrongs : and I doubt not, 


you will give both thoſe who hate and thoſe 
who envy me, ſufficient reaſon to repent of their 
folly and their injuſtice. Farewel. 


rafters even upon the graveſt occaſions : andd it was prac- 
tiſed by their orators, as well as recommended by their 


rhetoricians, as a quality, under certain reſtrictions, of 


fingular grace and efficacy in the whole buſineſs of public 
eloquence, Vid. Cic. de Orat. ii. 59, 60. f 


* 
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LETTERS. 
To PusL1vs SILIVS, Propretor. 


OUR good offices in the affair of Atilius 
afford me an additional motive for giving 


f you my affection. Late, indeed, as I. applied to 


you in his behalf, I have, however, by your ge- 
nerous intervention, preſerved a moſt worthy 
Roman knight from ruin. The truth is, Ial- 
ways looked upon my friendſhip with Lamia, 


as giving me a claim to yours. In the firſt 


place, then, I return you thanks for eaſing my 
mind of all its diſquietude with reſpe& to Ati- 


lius; and in the next, after thus acknowledging 


your laſt favour, I have the aſſurance to requeſt 


another: and it is a favour which I ſhall repay 


with the utmoſt returns of my eſteem and grati- 
tude. Let me entreat you, then, if FE have any 
ſhare in your heart, to allow my brother an 


equal enjoyment of the ſame privilege : which 


will be adding a very conſiderable obligation to 


that important one I ſo lately received at your 
hands, Farewel. 


LET- 


'* © _ = & — 


py 


o 
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LETTER XI. 


To ApPrus PuLcnutrR. © 


J all that I can collect from your laſt let- A. U. 703. 
AL ter, this will find you in the ſuburbs * of 
Rome. Bur though the impotent calumnies of 
theſe paultry provincials will probably be ſub- 
ſided ere this reaches your hands, yet I think 
it neceſſary to return ſome anſwer to the long 
epiſtle I received from you upon that ſub- 
jet; and I ſhall do fo in as few words as 
As to the - accuſation c6ntained in the 
two firſt paragraphs of your letter, it is 
_ conceived in-ſuch vague and general terms, 
that it is impoſſible to give it à direct reply. 
The whole that I can gather from it is, that I 
am accuſed of having, diſcovered, by my coun- 
tenance and my ſilence, that I was by no means 
your friend: a diſcovery which I made, it 


— D . . —— 


2 


— 5” = IIS — 
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Appius, at his return from Cilicia, demanded a tri- 
umph; as the reward of his military exploits in that pro- 
vince : and accordingly took up his reſidence without the 
city, For thoſe who claimed this honour were not ad- 
mitted within the walls of Rome till their petition was 
either granted or rejected, or they choſe to drop it 
themſelves, The latter was the caſe with reſpect to Ap- 


2 


pius, as will hereafter appear. 
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A. U. 702. ſeems, upon ſome occaſion in the courts of ju- 
— dicature, and likewiſe at certain public enter- 
' tainments. I am very ſure, there is not the 
leaſt ground for this imputation ; but as you do 
not point out the particular inſtances, I know 
not in what manner to vindicate myſelf from 
the charge. This, however, I moſt undoubtedly 
| know, that have mentioned you upon all oc- 
caſions, both public and private, with the higheſt 
applauſe, and with\the warmeſt profeſſions of 
friendſhip. As to the affair of the deputies}, 
I will appeal to your own breaſt whether 1 
could poſſibly have acted with more probity 
and diſcretion than to leſſen the expences of 
theſe empoveriſhed cities, without any diminu- 
tion, at the ſame time, of thoſe honours which 
they propoſed to pay you: eſpecially as it was in 
4 «Tt was a cuſtom for the overnors of provinces 
«© upon their retirement from their government, to pro- 
© cure ambaſſadors to be ſent to Rome from the ſeveral 
« cities under their juriſdiction, topraiſe the integrity and 
dd equity of their adminiftration, The origin of this cuſtom 
* was undoubtedly good, and in ſome few inſtances we 
& find that it was undertaken voluntarily: but it was ge- 
6e nerally extorted by force, and a great burden to the 
© miſerable inhabitants, who perhaps had been already 
&« fleeced by the rapine and plunder of that very perſon 
© whoſe lenity and moderation they were compelled to 
« extol, Appius had taken care, before he left Cilicia, 
** to ſecure this compliment to be paid to himſelf, though 
i as undeſerving of it as any of his predeceſſors. But Ci- 
* cero, who ſet out upon a more frugal plan than other 


«« governors, prevented it, out of compaſſion to the po- 
6 verty and indigence of the province.“ Mr. Ro. 


compliance 


re: 
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compliance with their own immediate requeſt ? A. U. 702. 

And indeed I was wholly unappriſed of the 
particular purpoſes of that deputation, which 
was going to Rome with the cuſtomary com- 
plimental addreſs to the ſenate upon your ac- 
count. When I was at Apamea', ſome of the 
principal inhabitants of ſeveral different cities, 
complained to me of the exceſſive appointments + 
that were decreed to their deputies ; afluring me, 
that their reſpective communities were by no 
means in a condition to ſupport the aſſeſſments 
levied upon them for that purpoſe. This ſug- 
geſted to my thoughts various reflections: and 
I imagined that a man of your refined ſenti- 
ments could not be extremely fond of honours 
of this unſubſtantial nature. Accordingly it 
was at Synnada, I think, that I took occaſion 
to ſay from the tribunal, (and I expatiated very 
largely upon the ſubject) © that the approved 
© merit of Appius was ſufficient, without the 
« teſtimony of the Midenſians (for it was in their 
e city * that the propoſal firſt aroſe) to recom- 
mend him to the eſteem of the ſenate and the 


* Acity inthat part of Phrygia which was annexed to 
Cicero's province: as was Synnada, likewiſe, mentioned 
a few lines below. 5 N 3 

A town in the neighbourhood of Synnada, In the 
original it is Myndenſium: but Quartier has given good 
reaſons for the reading here followed. * 


B b3 — 5 Roman 
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« inſtances of this kind of deputations, but did 
« not remember they were ever admitted to an 


c audience; that, however, I applauded the 

4 gratitude they had thus ſhe wn for your merit 
* towards them, but thought the particular 
ec inſtance in queſtion was wholly unneceſſary; 

< that if any of them were willing to undertake 


« this commiſſion at their own expence, I ſhould 
e highly commend their zeal ; and I would 
« even conſent it ſhould be performed at the 
e public charge, provided they did not exceed 
« g reaſonable ſum : but beyond that, I would 
« in no ſort give my permiſſion.” * 

I am perſuaded there is nothing 1 in what 1 


thus ſaid, that can poſſibly give you offence : 


and indeed your principal complaint is levelled, 
I perceive, againſt my edi&t”, For there were 
ſome, it ſeems, who thought: it manifeſtly drawn 
up with a view of preventing theſe legations. 
cannot forbear ſaying, thar to give attention to 
theſe groundleſs inſinuations, is no leſs inju- 
rious to me than to be author of them. The 


truth of it is, I ſettled this edict before I left 


Rome: and the ſingle addition that I made to 
it afterwards, was at the inſtance of the farmers 


3 


7 The nature of theſe e edicts . already been 
explained 1 in rem. 7. p. 338. of this vol. g 
| 0 


Book IV. 


: city of Epheſus, Cicero touched at. this 1 
- 4 S the 


or CICERO. 


Samos, deſired I would tranſcribe a paragraph 
out of your edi& and inſert it into mine. It 


was that article which reſtrains the public ex- 


pences, and contains ſeveral new and very ſalu- 
tary regulations, which I greatly approved. 


But as to that particular ſection which gave 
riſe, I find, to the ſuſpicion that I framed it 


with a deſign - of ſtriking at you; it is copied 
entirely from the old precedents. I was not, in- 
deed, ſo abſurd as to think (what I perceive you 


imagine) that ſome private affair was concerned 


in this deputation ; well knowing that it was 


ſent from a public body in relation to your pub- 


lic character, and addreſſed to that great coun- 
cil of the whole world, the ſenate of Rome. 


Nor did I, (as you obje&,) when I prohibited 
any perſon from going out of the province with- 


out my permiſſion, exclude all thoſe from the 


poſſibility of obtaining that leave, who could 


not follow me to the camp'and beyond Mount 


Taurus: an imputation, I muſt needs ſay, the 


moſt ridiculous of any in your whole letter. 


For where, let me aſk, was the neceſſity that 
any perſon ſhould follow me for this Purpoſe. to 


8 An iſland near the coaſt of Ionia, lying o Head to the 
in kis 


voyage to the province. 
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K. U. 702, the camp, or beyond Mount Taurus; when I 
regulated my journey from Laodicea to Ico- 
nium in ſuch a manner, that all the magiſtrates 

and deputies of the ſeveral cities in that diſtrict 
might have an opportunity of meeting me ? 
They could not therefore be under the difficulty 
you charge me with having thrown in their way, 
_ unleſs they had taken up the deſign of going to 
Rome after my having paſſed Mount Taurus: 
which moſt undoubtedly was not the caſe. For 
during my ſtay at Apamea, Synnada, Philo- 
melum?, and Iconium, all affairs of that nature 

Veoere entirely ſettled. 12580 

I muſt farther aſſure you, that I decreed 
nothing concerning the abating or aboliſhing 
the appointments of the deputies, but at the 
expreſs requeſt of the principal inhabitants of 
ſeveral cities: And their view was, to pre- 
vent any unneceſſary exactions that were occa- 
ſioned by the farming of the ſubſidies impoſed 
for this purpoſe, and raiſing them in that cruel 
method of capitation, with which you are ſo 
well acquainted. Compaſſion, indeed, as well as 
Juſtice, inclined me to eaſe the calamities of theſe 
unhappy cities, oppreſſed as they chiefly were 


A city in Phrygia Major, ſituated on the frontiers 
towards Galatia. The fituation of the other cities men- 
tioned in this place, has already been occaſionally noted 
as they occurred in the preceding letters. , 

d y 
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by their own 'magiſtrates': and when I was A. U. 02. 
engaged in a deſign of that nature, I could. not 
poſſibly overlook an expence which appeared 

ſo extremely ſuperfluous as that of the appoint- 
ments of theſe deputies. It was but a piece of 
juſtice therefore due to me, not to have liſtened 

to any idle tales that might be related to you 
upon this ſubject. But if it ſhould prove, after 
all, that you attribute to the reports of others, 
what in truth receive their riſe merely from 
your own ſuſpicions, you certainly make uſe of 

a ſort of figure which the language of friend- 
ſhip will by no means authoriſe. Had it ever 
indeed been my deſign to derogate from your 
reputation in the province, I ſhould ſcarce have 
acted in the manner I did. I ſhould not have 
referred 'it. to your ſon-in-law at Rome, to 
your freedman at Brundiſium, and to the com- 
mander of your artillery when I ſaw him at Cor- 
cyra, to name the place which they thought 


It appears from the letters to Atticus, to whom it was 
that the grievances of theſe unhappy cities were prin- 
cipally owing. Their own magiſtrates, it is true, had 
ſome ſhare in them: but their chief oppreſſor was Appius 
himſelf, The deſolation he had brought upon this plun- 
dered province was ſo dreadful, that one would rather 
imagine, ſays Cicero, ſome ſavage monſter had been let 
looſe upon them, than that they had been truſted to the 
care of any human creature. And in another letter he tells 
Atticus, that he had ſufficient employment in applying 
remedies to thoſe wounds which had been given to this 

province by his predeceſſor. 4d Alt. v. 16, 17. 
8 would 


1 
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A. U. 702. * be moſt agreeable to you for our meet- 


f ſay, whe 


| ing. In ſhort, I wiſh you would remember the 


maxim which thoſe great authors have laid down, 
who have written ſo excellently upon friendſhip; 
that to accuſe and to defend are terms which 

< ought for ever to be baniſhed from intercourſes | 
cc of this amicable kind.“ 


But do you imagine that I have had no op- 


portunities of liſtening, in my turn, to accuſa- 


tions of the ſame nature againſt yourſelf ? Was 
it never told me, do you think, that after you 


had appointed me to meet you at Laodicea, you 
retired beyond Mount Taurus? That at the 
very time I was employed in my juridical office 


at Apamea, Synnada, and Philomelum, you 
took the liberty to exerciſe the ſame authority 
at Tarſus? But J forbear to enter farther into 
theſe particulars, that I may not follow your ex- 
ample in the very inſtance of which I am com- 


plwaining. This however I will fay (and I fay it 
vwith great ſincerity) thatifyouare really perſuad- 


ed of the truthoftheſe reports, you do me much 
injuſtice: and you are not entirely without re- 
proach, if you only ſuffered them to be related 


to you. The truth is, it will appear that I have 
acted towards you in one uniform tenor of friend- 


ſhip. Andlet thoſe who impute artifice to me, 


dit is probable, that after having 
* paid 


* 
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paid the utmoſt attention to your intereſt during f. 
your abſence from Rome, and at a time when 
J had not the leaſt expectation of its ever being 


in your power to return me the ſame favour, I 
ſhould give you juſt reaſon to abandon me now 


that I have ſo many occaſions for your good of- 


fices. I muſt however acknowledge, that there 
is one article wherein I may not perhaps have 
regulated myſelf altogether agreeably to your 


| inclinations. I am ſenſible you would be diſ- 


pleaſed with any liberties that ſhould be taken 
with the characters of thoſe who acted in office 
under you: and I will own that I have heard 
very unfavourable repreſentations of ſome of 
them. But I muſt add, that no perſons were 


ever mentioned upon this occaſion, or any 


greater irregularities laid to their charge, than 
thoſe which your friend Clodius himſeif named 
to me when I ſaw him at Corcyra : who la- 
mented, I remember, that you ' had been ſome 
ſufferer in your reputation by the male: practices 


of thoſe officers. Reports of this kind (and 


A particular inſtance of the cruelty of one of theſe 
officers under Appius, is mentioned in the letters to Atti- 
cus. Scaptius, who commandeda troopof horſe in Cyprus, 
ſurrounded their ſenate with his forces in order to compel 
them, it is probable, to comply with ſome unjuſt demands, 
and kept ch 
riſhed with hunger. When the government of this province 
came into the hands of Cicero, the Cyprians, as their iſland 
lay within his juriſdiction, petitioned that theſe troops 

3 | | | many 


em thus beſieged till five of the members pe- 


\,. 
U. 702. 
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A. u. yo, many ſuch indeed there are) T never in the leaſt 


encouraged: but I will frankly acknowledge, 
likewiſe, that I never greatly endeavoured to 
repreſs them; well perſuaded as am, that they 
can in no ſort affect your own character. 

W hoever attempts to perſuade you, that there 


is no ſuch thing as a perfect reconcilement be- 


tween friends whoſe affections have once beenali- 
enated, diſcovers the perfidy of his own heart, 
inſtead of proving the diſſimulation of mine: at 
the ſame time that it is evident he has not a worſe 
opinion of my ſincerity, than he muſt neceſſarily 


entertain of yours. But if any man has taken 


offence at the meaſures I purſue in my govern- 
ment, as not exactly coinciding with yours, I 


might be withdrawn: and he very humanely complied 
with their requeſt. He relieved them, likewiſe, as well as 
other cities under his government, from the immoderate 
intereſt which they paid for the money which their neceſ. 
ſities had obliged them to borrow in Rome; reducing it 


from 4 * Cent. paid monthly, to one per Cent. This 
able 


equit reduction very conſiderably affected Brutus, 
who was concerned in theſe loans: and he ſeems to have 
complained of it to Atticus. But notwithſtanding the 
latter ſtrongly preſſed Cicero to favour Brutus in this af- 
fair, and Brutus himſelf likewiſe had written to Cicero 
for the ſame purpoſe: yet he reſolutely withſtood their 
united ſolicitations. If Brutus, ſays he, reſents m 

© conduct upon this occaſion, I ſhall be ſorry. : but muc 

more ſo, to find him a different man from what I always 
© thought him. And if Cicero, I will add, had ſpoken 
and acted upon every other occaſion with the ſame ſpirit 
and integrity, as he certainly did in the preſent, he would 
have merited all-the encomiums which the warmeſt of his 
admirers could have beſtowed, Ad Att. vi. 1. 2 


am 
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am perfectly unconcernedat the loſs of his friend- & · U. 02, 
ſhip. To ſay truth, we have both acted. in the 
manner we ought, tho' we have not both followed 
the ſame plan. The inſtances you gave of your 
diffuſtve liberality, in this province, were ſuitable 
to a man of your quality. Tho? indeed even you 
yourſelf were obliged, the laſt year, in compli- 
ance with the calamities of the ſeaſon, a little to 
reſtrain the munificence of your natural diſpoſi- 
tion. But if mine, on the contrary, flows in a 
ſome what more limited channel, let not thoſe 
to whom the benefit of that ſtream has not 
reached, wonder that I rather chooſe they ſhould 
ſuffer from the neceſſary reſtrictions of my boun- 
ty, than that I ſhould from the juſt reproaches 
of my conſcience. I have ever indeed been ex- 
tremely reſerved in diſpenſing largeſſes at an- 
other's coſt: as I cannot but be ſenſibly affected 
with diſtreſſes that extend themſelves through- 
out a whole community. | 
I am much obliged to you for than account you 
gave me of affairs at Rome; and particularly 
for the aſſurance of your faithfully executing all 
my requeſts. What I principally recommend 
to your care is, that neither the buſineſs nor the 
period of my adminiſtration may be enlarg- 
ed, To this end, I beg you would entreat 
RGA | our 
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. U. 722. our common friend and colleague Hortenſius, 
that if ever he was diſpoſed to comply with my 
inclinations, he would not perſiſt in my conti- 
nuing two years in this government; than 
which he cannot do me a more unfriendly 

office. 

As to the information you dere concerning 
my own motions; I marched from Tarſus in 
my way to Amanus on the 7th of October, and, 
I write this the day following, from my camp 
in the plains of Mopſuheſta*. If any action 
2 happen, I ſhall not fail of giving you no- 

: and you may depend upon my encloſing a 
3 to you whenever I ſend one to my family. 
With reſpect to the Parthians whom you inquire 
after; I am perſuaded that none ever appeared. 
They were only a troop of Arabians, armed 
after the Parthian manner. But theſe, it 1s ſaid, 
are all returned home: and I am aſſured there 
is now no appearance of an enemy in Syria. 

I entreat you to write to me as often as poſ- 
fible, not only as to what regards your own and 
my private affairs, but as to thoſe likewiſe of 

| the 2 I am more than RE indeed 


3 In the A College. 


4 Acity in Cilicia, ſituated Nen the banks of the river 
Pyramus. | 
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| ſolleitous concerning the Ai as I find, by A. U. 702: 


your letter, RO ge going e 


LETTER XII. 
To Pontius s Stur08, proprecar. 


Did not imagine I ſhould « ever 1 Wund 


myſelf at a loſs for expreſſions: yet at a loſs, 


believe me, I am, to recommend Marcus Læ- 


nius to you in the terms he deſerves. I muſt 
content myſelf the refore with explaining the 
buſineſs of this letter in few words: but i in 


ſuch however as may render you ſufficiently ſen- 
ſible of my inclinations. It is incredible how 


great an eſteem both my deareſt brother and 
myſelf entertain for Lznius : an eſteem, which 


is founded, not only on the many good offices 


he has conferred upon us, but on the exalted 


integrity of his heart, and the ſingular modeſty 
with which all his virtues are accompanied. 
It was with the utmoſt regret, therefore, that I 
conſented to part with him: as I receive much 


pey for five years at the end of his conſulate in the pre. 
ceding year: which province, however, he adminiſtered 
by his lieutenants, whilſt he himſelf ſtill continued i in 
Rome. Di, xli. p. 148. 


advantage 


5 The government of Sp of Sp ain had * renewed to Pom. 
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A.U. 702. advantage from his counſels, as well as great 


entertainment from his company. But if I 
ſhould expatiate any farther in his praiſe, will 


you not think that, far from wanting words as 


I juſt now complained, I have employed more 
than are neceſſary? To be ſhort then; I recom- 
mend Lznius to your protection with all that 

warmth which you muſt be ſenſible I ought, 


| her what I have here ſaid. Let me earneſtly 
entreat you to expedite the buſineſs which has 


called him into your province, and to favour 
him likewiſe with your advice in the conduct of 
it. You will find him, be aſſured, a man of 
a moſt generous and well-natured diſpoſition : 
for which reafon I beg you would ſend him 
back to us with the ſatisfaction of having fi- 


niſhed his affairs by your means, as ſoon as 
_ Poſſible. Your compliance with this requeſt 


will extremely 1 both my brother and 
myſelf. Farewel. 


'LET- 


Boon e - : or CICER O. 1 
LETTER XIl. 
To Maxevs Coxl ros, Curule-Edile elect. 


I Wiſh you would inquire the reaſon that your A. U. 02. 
1 letters miſcarry: for I cannot. be induced to 
think that you have not once written to me ſince 
your ele&tion:s. I am perſuaded, on the contra- 
ry, that you would hot have omitted to commu- 
nicate a piece of news I ſo much wiſhed with re- 
gard to yourſelf, and ſo little expected in rela- 
tion to Hirrus. The truth however is, that 1 
have not heard from you ſince that glorious and 
joyful event: which gives me ſome uneaſineſs, 
left my letters ſhould have had no better ſuc- 
ceſs in finding their way to your hand. But 
be aſſured I have never written to my family 
without accompanying my packet with a letter 
for you: as indeed there is no man whom 1 
more ſincerely and tenderly value.---But to turn 
to the principal purpoſe of this epiſtle. Your 
wiſh has ſucceeded: and I have juſt had em- 
ployment enough of the military kind to entitle 
me to a triumph. You were under ſome ap- 
prehenſions, I perceive, about the Parthians, 
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K. U. 702. as being difident of my forces. 1 muſt ac- 


# 


quaint you then, that having received advice 


that the Parthians had committed hoſtilities, 1 


took the advantage of ſome defiles and of the 
neighbouring mountains to lead my army, ſup. 


ported by a tolerable number of auxiliaries, to 
. Amanus. The reputation of my name was of 


ſome benefit to me likewiſe in my march : for 
you cannot imagine of what importance it is, in 
places of this kind, to have-the populace aſk, 
I this the conſul that ſaved Rome? Is this be that 
was ſo honoured by the ſenate ? together with 


other queſtions of the ſame import which I need 


not add. When I approached to Amanus, a 
mountain which ſeparates Cilicia from Syria, 1 
had the ſatisfaction to hear that Cafſius* had 
obliged the enemy to abandon the ſiege of An- 
tiochea; and that Bibulus had taken upon him- 
ſelf the command of the province. However, 
I employed my army in harrafling the Amani- 
enſes, oureternal enemies: and having put many 
of them to the ſword, as well as taken a great 
number of priſoners, and entirely diſperſed the 


+ reſt, I ſurpriſed and burat ſome of their for- 


He was lieutenant to Craſſus in Syria, after whoſe 
death the command of the province devolved upon him, 
till Bibulus, who was appointed ſucceſſor to Craſſus, ar- 


_ rived. A more particular account will be given of him 


in the farther progreſs of theſe remarks. | 
| -  treſſes, 


Boox IV. or CICERO. 387 


treſſes. Having thus obtained a complete vic- A. U. 702. 
tory, I was ſaluted with the title of Inperator, 
by the whole army, at Iſſus“: the very place, 
(as your favourite hiſtorian Clitarchus has often, 
I have heard you ſay, informed you) where 
Alexander defeated Darius. From thence I 
marched into the moſt infeſted parts of Cili- 
cia, where I am now before Pindeneſſum: 
a city of great ſtrength, and which I have 
already been battering above theſe three weeks; 
The garriſon makes a moſt obſtinate and vigo- 
rous defence: ſo that nothing ſeems wanting to 
complete the glory I ſhall here obtain, but that 
the name of this. place were leſs obſcure. If I 
ſhould make myſelf maſter of it, (as I truſt I 
ſhall) I will ſend an immediate expreſs to the 
ſenate. In the mean time I have given you this 
general account of my operations, to let you 
ſee there is ſome foundation to hope that your 
good wiſhes will take effect. But to return 
to the Parthians. This ſummer's campaign 
has proved, you find, tolerably ſucceſsful: I 
am in great pain however for the next. Let 
me entreat you, therefore, my dear friend, 
t endeavour that a ſucceſſor be appointed 


| 

2 city which ſtood on the frontiers of Cilicia and if 
yria, - . il 
A Greek hiftorian, who attended rye in his | 
Perſian * | 
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A. U. 102. to my government: but if that ſhould prove a 


ceived the preceding epiſtle. 


matter of too much difficulty, (as you intimate 


in one of your letters, and as I am myſelf incli- 


ned to ſuſpect) be careful at leaſt to guard 
againſt what may eaſily be prevented; I mean 
the prolongation of my reſidence. 

I expect from your letters, (as I mentioned 


in one of my former) not merely an account 


of what is at preſent going forward in the re- 
public, but a clear proſpect alſo of what is likely 
to happen. For which purpoſe I entreat you to 
inform me fully of every thing that concerns the 
public. Farewel. 5 


LETTER XIV. 
Marcus CoklLIus to CictRo. 
\ Es have received an expreſs from Caius 


Caſſius, and another from Deiotarus, 
which greatly alarm us. The former writes 


that the Parthian army has paſſed the Euphrates: 


and the latter, that they are actually marching 
towards your province, by the way of Comma- 
gene. As I well know how ill provided you 


This letter appears to have been written before any 


of Cicero's diſpatches concerning the Parthians had 


reached Rome; and conſequently before Cœlius had re- 


are 
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are with troops; the principal concern I feel A. U. 702. 
from this invaſion, with reſpect to you, is leſt | 
you ſhould be a loſer by it in point of reputa- 
tion. Had you been better prepared indeed to 
receive the enemy, I ſhould have been in great 
pain for your life : but as the very ſmall num- 
ber of your forces will incline you, I imagine, 
rather to think of a retreat than an engagement, 

I am only anxious concerning your honour. For 
how far the world may conſider the neceſſity of 
the caſe, and approve of your thus declining a 
battle, is a point; I confeſs, which gives me 
much uneaſy reflection. In ſhort, I ſhall be 
in continual anxiety till I hear of your arrival 
in Italy. In the mean time, this news of the 
Parthians has occaſioned a variety of ſpecula- 
tions. Some are of opinion that Pompey ought 
to be ſent to oppoſe them: and others, that it 
is by no means convenient he ſhould leave 


5 Rome. A third party 1s for aſſigning this expe- 
: dition to Cæſar and his army; whilſt a fourth 
4 names the conſuls as the moſt proper perſons to 
A be employed. But all agree, however, in being 
19 filent as to any decree of tae ſenate for placing 
4 this command in private hands. The conſuls, 
ou 


, Mara Maroetiei, and Servius Pat Fs 


- 2'That is, in the hands of thoſe who were not inveſted 
with fome public command. 


Ce; in 
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AV. 702. in the apprehenſion that they ſhall either be 
nominated to a commiſſion which they do not 
reliſh, or ſuffer the diſgrace of its being given 
from them, forbear to convene the ſenate: and 
by this mean incur the cenſure of neglecting 
the public intereſt. But whether indolence or 
puſillanimity be the real motive of their declin- 
ing the conduct of this war; it is concealed 
under the ſpecious .. however of mo- 
_ deft y. | | 
As we have ion no courier from you, it 
was ſuſpected, till the diſpatch from Deiotarus 
arrived, that the whole was an invention of 
Caſſius, who, it was thought, in order to cover 
his own rapine, had ſuffered a parcel of Arabs 
to make an incurſion. into the province, and 
then repreſented them to the ſenate as a for- 
midable body of Parthians. Whateve r there- 
fore may be the true ſtate of the affair, let me 
perſuade you to, be extremely circumſpect in 
giving a faithful and accurate account of it to 
the ſenate: that you may neither be reproached 
with magnifying matters in order to gratify the 
private purpoſes of Caſſius, nor with conceal- 
ing any thing which may be of importance for 
the public to know. 
It is now the 18th of November: and as we 
are advanced chus far towards the end of the 
2 | 5 year, 


or CICERO. 


Boox IV, 


year, I do not ſee that any thing can be done in A U.7 02. 
this affair before the firſt of January. For you — 
know how ſlow and inactive Marcellus is upon 
all occaſions, and are no ſtranger to the dilatory 


diſpoſition of Sulpicius. You will eafily judge 


therefore what is to be expected from two 


men of this unperforming'caſt ; and that they 
who uſually act with ſo much coldneſs, as to 


make one doubt their inclinations even in points 


they really deſire to effect, will not be very warm 
in forwarding a buſineſs from which * arc 
<< averſe. 

I the Parthian war ſhould become a ſerious 
matter, the new magiſtrates will be engaged, for 
the firſt two or three months of their office, in 
adjuſting the proper meaſures to be taken in 
this conjuncture. On the other hand, if it 


ſhould appear to be an invaſion of no conſe- 


quence, or ſuch at leaſt that with the ſupply of 
a few additional troops may eaſily be repelled by 


you and the other proconſuls already in thoſe 


provinces, or by your ſucceſſors; Curio, I fare- 


ſee, will begin to play his double game: that 


is, he will in the firſt place attempt to weaken 
the authority -of Cefar“; and in the next en- 


3 When the conſuls ele entered upon the adminiſtra- 
tion of their oſſice. 


4 Curio had not as yet pulled off the maſk, and declared 
himſelf * in favour of Cæſar. 


44 deavour 
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A. U. 702. deavour to throw ſome little advantages on the 


Tur LET TER'S 


. fide of Pompey. As for Paulus*, he declares 


moſt vehemently againſt ſuffering Cæſar to 
continue in Gaul: and our friend Furnius is 


the only tribune whom I ſuſpe& of obſtructing 


his meaſures for that purpoſe. You may de- 
pend upon theſe articles as certain : but beyond 
theſe I cannot with any aſſurance pronounce. 


- Time, indeed, may produce much ; as many 


ſchemes I know are concerted : but they all 
turn upon the points I have already ſpecified. 
I forgot to mention that Curio deſigns to 
make an attempt to procure a diviſion of the 


lands in Campania®. It is pretended that Cæſar 


does not concern himſelf in this matter ; certain, 


however, it is, that Pompey is very deſirous of 
having the diſtribution ſettled before Czfar's 
return, that he may be precluded from applying 


them to his own purpoſes. 
As to what concerns your leaving the pro- 


' vince, I dare nor promiſe that you ſhall be re- 


.5 One of the conſuls elect. See rem. 6. P- 324. of this 
vol. N : 
- 6 Czfar, when he was conſul, an. urb. 694, had procu- - 
red a law for the diſtribution of theſe lands ; and part of 


them had actually been diſtributed accordingly, The re- 
maining part was what Curio had in his view: which 


were to be purchaſed of the private poſſeſſors with the pub- 
lic money, and parcelled out amongſt the poor citizens 
in the ſame manner as thoſe had been which were already 
divided. See rem. 13. p. 165, of this vol. Vid etiam 
Manu. in ep. Fam, 1, = e l 
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lieved by a ſucceſſor : but you may rely upon 4 V-702- 


my endeavouring all I can that your adminiſtra- 
tion ſhall not be-prolonged. Whether you will 
think proper to remain in your government, 


jf affairs ſhould be ſo circumſtanced as to ren- 
der it indecent for me to oppoſe any decree of 


the ſenate for that purpoſe, depends upon your- 
ſelf to determine; as it does upon me to re- 
member, how warmly you made it your requeſt 
when we parted, that I would prevent any ſuch 
reſolution from being taken. Farewel. 


LETTER XV. 


To PuBL1vs SiL1us, proprætor. 


T was with the warmeſt and moſt grateful 


acknowledgment of your favours, that my 
friend Nero aſſured me, you have diſtinguiſhed 
him with every honour in your power. You 


may depend upon the moſt efficacious inſtances 


of his friendſhip in return: as there is not a man 
in the world, of a more grateful and generous 
diſpoſition. You have conferred at the ſame 
time, a very ſingular obligation upon myſelf: 
for I know not any man amongſt all our no- 
bility, who ſtands higher in my eſteem and af- 
ſection. Your good offices to him, therefore, 

| 5 | in 
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in the following inſtances wherein he Jofired I 
would particularly requeſt them, will be highly 


agreeable to me. In the firſt place, I beg you 


to defer the affair of Pauſanias, an inhabitant 
of Alibanda, till Nero arrives in your province : 
and as this is a point in which I perceive he is 


| exceedingly ſolicitous, it is with a proportion- : 


able degree of zeal that I entreat your compli- 
ance. The next favour J am to aſk is, your 


particular protection for the citizens of Nyſa. 


Nero is greatly attached to the intereſt of this 
corporation: and I hope you will ſhew them 
that nothing can be more to their advantage 
than his patronage. I have frequently had oc- 


caſion of recommending. Strabo Servilius to 


you: hut I renew my applications with ſo "much 
the more ardor, as Nero takes a ſhare in his 


concerns. We jointly then entreat you to ſettle 


his affair, and not leave an innocent man to be a 
prey, perhaps, to one who may ſucceed to your 


government with a turn of mind far different 
from that generoſity which diſtinguiſhes yours. 


This will be acting in a manner highly agreeable 


to myſelf, and ſuitably at the ſame time to your 


uſual humanity. In a word, the purport of 
my preſent application amounts to this ; that 


you would upon all occaſions continue to diſ- 
| on Nero with your moſt peculiar regard. 


The 


tc 


ts 


Boo IV. or CICERO. 


395 


The truth is, your province has in this reſpect A-U. 702 


greatly the advantage over mine, as it affords 
you full ſcope of doing honour to ſo noble, ſo 
ingenious, and ſo virtuous a youth. Your per- 


ſeverance in the fame generous offices with 


which you have thus far aſſiſted my friend, 
will give him an opportunity of confirming and 
ſtrengthening thoſe illuſtrious clientſhips which 
have been delivered down to him from his an- 


ceſtors. And let me add, that it will be placing 


your favours with great judgment in reſpect to 
Nero, as well as beſtowing them in the moſt 
obliging manner r likewiſe with re wud to _— 
Fare wel. 


% e * 5 i; 
To Cvxro, tribune of the people. : 


3 | 
HE congratulations of a friend are not 
uſually conſidered as too late, if they are 


paid as early as poſſible: my great diſtance 
therefore from Rome, together with the ſlow 


progreſs with which news travels into this cor- 
ner of the world, will excuſe me for not ſooner 


ſending you mine. But I now ſincerely give 


them you: and moſt ardently wiſh that you 
= obtain immortal honour by your admi- 
| | niſtration 
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4. VU. 702. niſtration of the tribunate. To this end, I 


muſt exhort you not to ſuffer yourſelf to be 


turned aſide from your natural bias, in compli- 
ance with the ſentiments and advice of others: 
on the contrary, let me entreat you to be direct- 


ed in your miniſtry by the faithful light of your 
own ſuperior wiſdom. No man indeed is capa- 


ble of giving you more prudent counſels than 


will ariſe from the ſuggeſtions of your own 
good-ſenſe ; and believe me, you can never be 
miſguided ſo long as you purſue the honeſt dic- 
tates of your uninfluenced judgment. I ſay not 
this inconſiderately ; but as perfectly well know- 
ing the genius and principles of him to whom 
I am addrefling myſelf. Yes, my friend, I can 
never be apprehenſive that you will act either 


. weakly, or irreſolutely, whilſt you ſupport 


the meaſures your heart approves. It was nei- 
ther chance nor ignorance that led you to ſo- 


| licit this magiſtracy in ſo important a criſis. It 
was a deliberate and well conſidered reſolution 
that engaged you in this deſign: and you were 


perfectly ſenſible of the great and general con- 


fuſion in which the commonwealth is involved, 


together with the utter uncertainty in what man- 
ner theſe our unhappy diviſions will finally be 


terminated. You frequently reflect, I doubt 


not, on the vain, the treacherous, and the pli- 
. 
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repeat then what I juſt now mentioned: let me 
conjure you ſtedfaſtly to perſevere in your old 
principles; to conſult the dictates of your own 
breaſt ; and faithfully to comply with its wiſe 


and worthy admonitions. . Hardly, perhaps, is 


any man more qualified than yourſelf to direct 
the conduct of others: none, I am ſure, to 
ſteer your own.. Good Gods! Why am] thus 
prevented from being a witneſs of your glo- 
rious actions, and an aſſociate in your patriot 
deſigns? The latter, I am perſuaded, you are 
far from wanting: however, the ſtrength and 


warmth of my affection might poſſibly render 


the conjunction of my counſels with yours not 
altogether unprofitable. | 

You will hear from me again very ſoon : as 
I purpoſe in a few days to ſend an expreſs to the 
ſenate with a particular account of the ſucceſs 
of my arms during the laſt ſummer's campaign. 
In the mean time, you will perceive, by the 
letter which I delivered to your freed-man 
Thraſo, with what zealous pains I have ſolicited 
your election to the pontifical dignity : an 
election, indeed, that will be attended with 


much difficulty, I conjure you, in return, my 


dear Curio, not to ſuffer this my very trouble- 
ſome provincial adminiſtration to be length- 
I | ened 


397 
ant diſpoſitions of the preſent generation. To A. U. Joa. 


- * n o g . k E 
* * a — = OY 2 2 @ 1 2 e > 7% . is > SS 4 . * by * * * 1 
© bene - LY 7 5 „ 6 n _ n * ** "oats BY r 1 
n ; þ a £4. 2 _— = C — o — 3 * . \ \ 2 mY 1 k a 
| 8 4 r i. Coun * 
4 « oP - Fac 1 J * 4 N * N bk 8 8 4 by a — — — — 5 - 8 — —— 5 n — —— a> OY 
1 1 e 8 r 5 | bed. os d * r 1 . 7 - 
. 1 p + - a B 2 q „„ y r = — ” —" * 5 
7 82 : X N . —— 2 * 4 
1 - — * * - 3 fl = q 
W — * 1 
. ee r ym 
— ©. 3» - — 1 


F 
. 
2 
n 


* * 8 MJ. ©: 
a = +, CBS: 
: 5 « 


7. 2 N a < 
K 


8 <LI 


a_— 


"oe 


1 i 
77 
*. 


eee 
8 ' Sod — 


„ Sr 
* 


1 * c © 
5 2 r _ — — Li; K ABS 
- : 8 Kod, R I» hs 
Ob ans, Bu. POR * 


3 al * * 
Wo Rh” 
' N » 
9 * N * . 
* - 


+ 


2 = 2 
3 _— — 1 = 
= þ — 
p = 4 ba * 


ED i. 3 
* 892 22 r ur i 


rr 


1 
A. U. 702, _ out beyond the uſual period: and I entreat 


Tur LETTERS Box IV. 


it by all the ſtrong and tender ties of our 


mutual friendſhip. When I firſt made this re- 
queſt to you in perſon, and ſeveral times after- 


wards repeated it by letter, I had not the leaſt 


imagination of your being tribune. T then in- 


deed only entreated your good offices as an 


iluſtrious ſenator, and as one who ſtood high 


in the fayour and eſteem of every Roman. But 


I now apply to Curio, not only as my noble 


friend, but as a powerful tribune. I do not 


| deſire, however, (what indeed would be more 


difficult to obtain) that any thing unuſual ſhould 
be decreed in my favour : but, on the contrary, 
that you would ſupport that decree and main- 
tain thoſe laws by which I was appointed to this 


government. In a word, my ſingle and moſt 
_ earneſt requeſt is, that the terms upon which I 


ſet out for this province may not be changed. 
Farewcl: | 


a 


Boox IV. „ Sena 


- 


LETTER XVI 


To THERM Vs, Propretor. 


tenant Marcus Anneius, when I mentioned his 


affair to you at Epheſus. However, as my 


affection will not ſuffer me to omit any mage, 
ſtance which may tend to his advantage; 

write to you in the belief that this letter 30 
conſiderably add to the favourable diſpoſition in 
which you already ſtand towards him. He 


has long enjoyed a ſhare in my friendſhip: as 


indeed I have ſufficiently ſhewn the good opi- 
nion I entertain of him, by having appointed 
him my lieutenant in preference to ſo many 
others, who ſolicited for that office. The war 
in which I was ſoon afterwards engaged, gave 
me occaſion of experiencing his military abili- 


ties: and the prudence, the courage, and the 


fidelity with which he executed his commiſſion, 
together with the extraordinary marks he gave 
me of his affection, have raiſed him to the 
higheſt poſſible degree of my eſteem. I in- 
formed you at Epheſus, that there were ſome 
points in controverſy between him and the city 

8 


Found you perfectly well Indfined to employ A. U. 702. 
every good office in your power for my lieu- 
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A. U. 702. of Sardis”: the particulars of which you will 


beſt learn when the cauſe ſhall come before you. 
And here, I muſt confeſs, I have been long 
debating with myſelf what I ſhould farther ſay 


to er The world univerſally acknowledges 


admires your impartial adm nitration of 
juſtice : and my friend's claim is ſo well-found- 
ed as to require no other protection than that of 
your uſual equity. However, as I am ſenſible 
of the- great authority which naturally attends 
the Prætorian office, eſpecially where it is exer- 


ciſed with ſo much honour, lenity, and wiſdom, 


as are well known to diſtinguiſh your admini- 
ſtrarion ; I entreat you to exert that influence 
in ſuch a manner, upon this occaſion, as may 
convince Anneius that you are his friend. He 
is already indeed perſuaded that you are fo: 
and has often mentioned you to me in that cha- 
rater. Nevertheleſs, I cannot forbear conjuring 
you, by thoſe reciprocal good offices which have 


equally paſſed between us, to let him ſee that 


this letter has rendered you ſtill more inclined 
to ſerve him. Be aſſured, the whole extent of 
your provincial power cannot ſupply you with 


an opportunity of more effectually obliging me. 


It is unneceſſary I ſhould add, that you cannot 
better diſpoſe of your favours, than by 333 


213 fd. pi 
them 


Book IV. | 


them on Arineius: and T am perſuaded you have A. U. 702. 


too high an opinion of his merit and gratitude 
to entertain the leaſt doubt upon that article. 
Fare wel. EEE * ITE 7» 


. 


To VoLvumins', 


HE familiar manner in which your letter 
to me was addreſſed, tho? extremely a- 
greeably indeed to the intimacy that ſubſiſts be- 
tween us, made me at firſt doubt whether it did 
not come from my very good friend your name- 
lake the ſenator. But I ſoon found by that lively 
and elegant humour with which it wasdiſtinguiſh - 
ed, that it could be the produce of no other hand 
than yours. I was exceedingly pleaſed with it 
in every reſpect, but that I perceived you-hadnot 
ſufficiently diſcharged your truſt, and defended 


The perſon to whom this letter is addreſſed was a Ro- 
man knight, extremely admired for his wit and pleaſantry. 
It was this quality, it is probable, that recommended him 
to Antony, with whom he appears to have been in ſome - 
credit; as he was likewiſe employed by him in the civil 
wars. Atticus alſo was in the number of Volumnius's 
friends: and after the battle of Modena, when Antony's 
action wasſuppoſed to be irrecoverably ruined, he gene- 
rouſly protected him from the violences of the ſucceſsful 
party. Ad Att, xv. 8. Corn. Nep. in vit. Altict, 
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ra LETTERS Boon m. 


A. U. 702. the credit of my poſſeſſions as a wit, For you tell 
me, that ſince I left Rome, every paltry joke, 
even thoſe of the dull Sextius himſelf, is placed 


to my account. And did you ſuffer your friend to 
be thus diſhonoured, without heroically ſtanding 


forth in vindication of his genius? I was in 


hopes, that my wit was ſtamped with ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhing marks as to prevent the poſſibility of 
its being miſtaken. But it ſeems there is ſuch a 
general depravation of taſte in Rome, that no 
man's conceits are ſo execrably vile, as not to 
meet with admirers. - As you value my repu- 
tation then, aſſert boldly that every low thing 
which is repeated of this ſort, is none of mine. 


And unleſs it be ſome ſmarr pun, or elegant hy- 


perbole, ſome ſtriking paragram?, or ſome arch 
and unexpected turn'; in a word, unleſs it anſwers 


9 The hyperbole is a figure of 2 by which any 
thing is extravagantly magnified or diminiſhed beyond the 
wrath : as a paragram is a ſpecies of the pun, which con- 
ſifis in changing the initial letters of a name. It would 


de needleſs to produce any example in explanation of the 


former; and an inſtance of the latter kind will occur to 
every Engliſh reader in the well known reply which 
Cromwell made to the judges, when they reminded him 
of Magna Charta. 1 

Or this kind is what the Duke of Buckingham once 
ſaid to a noble Earl: My Lord, you will certainly be damned. 
How, my Lord! returned the Earl with ſome warmth. Nay, 
replied the Duke, there's no help fer it: for it is poſitroe| 
8 Curſed is he of whom all men ſpeak auell. Tatler, vol. 
1. O. 17 "$1 


the 


GE WY wr WR / 


fin, vii. 295. Quint. Cur. v. 13. Addiſon Spect. i. 


Book IV. or CICERO. - 


- of X« 


the character of true humour as deſcribed in A. U. 720. 


my dialogue on oratory, I deſire you would do 


Cicero, in the treatiſe. to which he here refers, intro- 
duces one of his ſpeakers as pointing out the principal 
ſources of oratorical humour: among which he makes ve- 
ry honourable mention of the pun. There is ſcarce an au- 


thor indeed of any note among the ancients, that has not, in 


ſome part or other of his writings, tried his genius at a 
conceit: and it is remarkable that there is one in particular 


which runs thro' almoſt the whole ſet of Roman Claſſics. 


The firſt that appears to have ſtarted it, is that venerable 
cenſor, Cato the elder : who, ina grave ſpeech recorded by 


Livy, taking notice of thoſe fine ſtatues that had been 

lately tranſported into Italy, after the conqueſt of Greece, 

expreſſes his concern ne le magrs res nos 3 quam nos 
i 


las. Horace was ſo well pleaſed with this witticiſm, 
that he has tranſplanted it into one of his epiſtles; 


- 


Intulit agreſti Latio, 


Eræcia capta ferum victorem cepit, et artet 


And even the majeſtic Virgil could not. ſecure himſelf | 


from the infection of this contagious ambiguity ; 
Mm Capti potuere Capi? 


2 quibble, which was afterwards taken up by Quintus 
Curtius: though it ſeems to be ſomewhat damaged in paſſing 
thro” his hands: plures captivi (ſays that hiftorian, ſpeak 
ing of one of Alexander's victories] gram qui caperenty 
erant. When it is conſidered how early this ſpecies of falſe 


wit appeared in the world; with what difficulty it has been 


ſubdued ; that ſome of the beſt writers have not been able 
entirely to abſtain from it ; and that it was the favourite 


of ſo unqueſtionable a genius as Cicero; one cannot for- 


bear thinking with the inimitable Mr, Addiſon, * that 


the ſeeds of punning are in the minds of all men.“ It is 


the buſineſs therefore of criticiſm to root out a weed, which 
the beſt as well as the worſt ſoil, it ſeems, is ſo ſtrongly 
diſpoſed to produce: as it cannot ſpread without checking 
the nobler growth of true wit and juſt imagination. Cic. 
de orat. ii. 38. Liv. xxxiv. 4. Hor. eb. ii. 1. 157. Virg. 

* 61. 
D d 2 | me 
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4. U. 702. me the favour moſt vehemently to ſwear, chat 


mine you are confident it is not. With regard | 
to thoſe little pretenders to eloquence, of whom 
you complain, as having uſurped my place in the 


Forum, I am much leſs concerned. Fare it as 


it may with plaintiffs and defendants of every 


kind, I am nothing diſturbed; no not tho? the 


worthleſs Selius himſelf ſhould be deemed elo- 


quent enough to perſuade the world that he is 
not an arrant ſlave. But in the article of wit, 


my friend---there indeed I am much too jealous 
not to aſſert my prerogative. It is an article, 
however, in which I ſtand in fear of no other 
competitor but yourſelf: for your pretenſions, 
doubtleſs, are formidable. Yet when I ſay this, 


you will modeſtly ſuſpect, perhaps, that I am 


bantering: and who but muſt own that Volum- 
nius is a man of penetration? To ſpeak ſeriouſly: 
a moſt agreeable and lively vein of wit runs 
throughout your whole letter. I will confeſs, 
however, that what you mention concerning our * 
friend, tho” you repreſented it in a very droll 
light, did not once make me ſmile. It is much 
my deſire, I muſt own, that he ſhould conduct 


| himſelf thro” his tribunitial office with dignity ; 


not only for his own ſake, as you know he is a 


man I value; but for the ſake likewiſe of my 


2 This ſeems to allude to Corio. . 
—_— +! ' COun- 


door W. er CICERO; 


I ſhall never. ceaſe to love. 

And now, my dear Volumnius, I hope you 
will continue the agreeable correſpondence you 
have begun, and give me frequent accgunts of 


affairs both private and public: for be affured, 


your letters are extremely pleaſing to me. I 
entreat you, likewiſe, to endeavour to gain Do- 
labella entirely to my intereſts, by confirming 
him in that amicable diſpoſition towards me, 
which, I know, he is inclined to entertain. Not 
that I ſuſpect he wants any applications of this 
ſort: but, as I am very deſirous to make him 
my friend, it-is a point, I think, that cannot be 
wo much laboured. Farewel. | 


„„ LET- 
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Tux LETTERS Book IV. 
LETTER . n Ha 


TO CRAssT PES“. 


mending the Bithynia* company to you in 
the ſtrongeſt terms I was able: and I had the 
pleaſure. to find you perfectly well diſpoſed, 
not only from my inſtances, but your own in- 
clinations, to do them all the good offices in 
your power, However, as thoſe who are con- 
cerned in the affairs of this ſociety, think it may 
be to their advantage that I ſhould thus repeat 


my aſſurances of the regard I bear them, I make 


no difficulty of yielding to their ſolicitations. 


Be well perſuaded then, that I have ever been 


deſirous of rendering to this whole order, 
in general, my beſt ſervices: to which in- 
deed the important obligations they have con- 
ferred upon me, give them an undoubted right. 
But my attachments are more particularly 


ſtrong to that branch of them concerned in 


3 He was Quzſtor in Bithynia: and probably at the 


ſiame time when P. Silius was governor of that province: 


be 1s were farmed by t 


Dee rem. 1. p. 366 of this vol. | 
4 The revenues of the republic ariſing from the foreign 
Ko Roman knights; who were 

vided into ſeveral companies diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of the particular province whoſe taxes they rented, Sec 
rem. 53. p. 204. of this vol. 


1 the 


Book IV. or CICERO. 40% 
the finances of Bithynia: as this company, from A. b. 702; 
the rank and character of its members, forms 
one of the moſt conſiderable bodies in the whole 
republic. It is compoſed indeed out of all the 
other companies, and happens to conſiſt of ſeve- 
ral of my moſt intimate friends. In this number 
their governor Publius Rupilius holds the prin- 
cipal rank: the moſt important part of whoſe 
function is concerned in my preſent addreſs. I 

make it then my earneſt requeſt (and ĩt is arequeſt 
you may very eaſily comply with) that you aſſiſt 
and protect their agent Pupius in diſcharging his 
ſervices to the ſatisfaction of the company: and 
in general, that you would promote their intereſt 
by all thoſe means which, I well know, are in 
the power of a Quzſtor. Your compliance in 
this inſtance will greatly oblige me : and I will 
add too, what I can affirm from my own experi- 
ence, that you cannot confer your good offices 
upon a ſociety that will more e remem- 
ber them, Farewel. 
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A.U. 702. 


Tur ne. 15 2 


LETTER X. 


10 Puslius $1195, Propretor. 


JUBLIUS Terentius Hifpo, who is depu- 

© ty-receiver- general of the cuſtoms ariſing 
Gu paſture and cattle in your 'province, is 
a perſon for whom I have a very particular 
friendſhip: as indeed many important good 
offices have mutually paſſed between us. The 


| ſettling his accounts with the ſeveral cities un- 


der his department which yet remain unad- 
juſted, is a point wherein his character, you 
are ſenſible, i is greatly concerned. This I at- 
tempted in his behalf with regard to the in- 


habitants of Epheſus: but my attempts, 1 


muſt confeſs, proved unſucceſsful. It is the 
general opinion of the world, however, and 
what I am firmly aſſured of myſelf, that the 
juſtice and clemency of your adminiſtration has 
gained you ſuch an aſcendant over the people 


of Greece, that you may eaſily obtain of them 


any thing you ſhall requeſt. I entreat you then 
to employ your intereſt with them in favour of 
Hiſpo: and I aſk it as a point in which my, 


| honour is peculiarly concerned. The truth is, 


not only the whole company in this branch of 


the revenues has placed itſelf under my pro- 


* | - of 1 : „ N : tection, 


Boon TV. © fe | 


tection, but I have particular intimacies with A. U. 702. 
many of its members. Your compliance there- 
fore with my requeſt will ſtrengthen my intereſt 
with this ſociety in general, and will alſo give 
me the ſatisfaction and credit of having obtain- 
ed your good offices for my friend. To this I 
will add, that you may depend on receiving 
great complacency both from the grateful re- 
turns of Hiſpo in particular, and from the 1n- 
tereſt you will eſtabliſh with this illuſtrious com- 
pany in general. You will likewiſe oblige me 
in a moſt ſenſible manner : for be aſſured, the 
whole extent of your government cannot ſup- 
ply you with an opportunity of rendering me a. 
\ more acceptable ſervige. Farewel. 
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MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 
SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. | 


To Maxcus Caro. 


1 great authority you bear in the A. U. 103. - 


republic, together. with the high eſ⸗- 
teem I have ever entertained for your un- 


his illuftrious Roman was great-grandſon to Marcus 
Cato the Cenſor: to whom he was no leſs allied in virtue 

than in blood. He had all his merit indeed, without any 

of his failings : and with the ſame determined inflexibility 


11 5 | common 


412 
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A. U. 703. common virtues, make me look upon it as a 


point of much conſequence to me, that you 


in his public conduct, he was far more amiable in the com. 
mon intercourſes of private life. Per p a character 
equally perfect, is no where to be found in t 
e hiſtory; and it may well be queſtioned whether 


- human philoſophy ever produced, either before, or ſince, 


ſo truly great and good a man. It is a juſt obſervation of 


Seneca; nagnam rem puta, unum hommem agere and it is 
this uncommon conſiſtency of action that marks the cha. 


racer of Cato with its moſt diſtinguiſhing beauty. All 


the parts of his conduct accord with each other, and are 


the regular reſult of one ſteady and invariable principle: 


Patriæ —impendere vitam; 


Nee ibi, fed tati genitum fe cretlere mundo. 


This was the glorious object of his ambition from his firſt 
appearance in the world to the laſt moment of his life : and 
he undauntedly-purſued it throꝰ all the various inſults and 
oppoſition that Cæſar, Craſſus, and Pompey, could contrive 
to traverſe and perplex his way. He reſolutely indeed op- 
poſed the progreſs of their power, in every ſtep of its un- 
conſtitutional advancement ; and, with a moſt conſummate 
prudence, perpetually forewarned his countrymen of thoſe 
calamities which they afterwards experienced. Cicero, 
nevertheleſs, has ſajd (and it has been often repeated after 
him) that there was-more of probity than of prudence in 
Cato's politics ; and particularly inftances his treatment of 
the Roman knights in a very nice caſe wherein they pe- 
titioned the ſenate for redreſs. See rem. 9. p. 114. of this 
vol. Perhaps Cato's firmneſs in this article cannot 


| juſtified : but certainly it would not be reaſonable to pro- 


nounce, from a particular article, that he did not in the 
8 ral tenor of his public a&tiong diſcover great abilities. 
icero ſpeaks of them, tis true, upon other occaſions alſo, 


+ 


with ſome diminution : but it is no wonder he ſhould re· 
preſent that conduct as injudicious, which was almoſt in 


eyery reſpect the very reverſe of his own. One cannot 
eaſily indeed believe that Cato's talents were unequal to 
his virtues, when one conſiders the perpetual jealouſy 
with which he was looked upon by the firſt triumvirate ; 
the violent meaſures they employed to prevent his being 


ſhould 


e whole annals - 
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ſhould be appriſed of the ſucceſs of my arms; A. U. 703. 
of the diſintereſted protection I have given to —— | 
our allies ; and of the integrity of my admini- 
ſtration in general. And I doubt not, when you 
ſhall be informed of theſe ſeveral articles, I 
ſhall find the leſs difficulty in perſuading you to 
comply with the requeſt I am going to make.” 
I arrived in this province on the laſt of July; 
and as the ſeaſon of the year rendered it neceſ- 
ſary for me to haſten to the army, I continued 
only two days at Laodicea, four at Apamea, 
three at Synnadz, and as many at Philome- 
lum. I found great numbers of people af- 
ſembled in theſe ſeveral towns in expettation of 
my arrival: -and during my ſtay in each, I re- 
leved many cities from the oppreſſive taxes they 
laboured under, reduced the exorbitant intereſt 
they paid for the money they had been obliged 
to borrow, and diſcharged them from the unjuſt 
demands of their uſurious creditors. Before I 


elected prætor; and that they would never ſuffer him to 
attain the conſular office, Integrity under the direction 
of much inferior abilities, could not, ſurely, have been 
thus formidable; &pecially in an age the moſt venal and 
unprincipled that ever darkened the annals of haman cor- 
ruption. But whatever may be determined as to the mea- 
ſure of his intellectual 425 he unqueſtionably poſ- 
ſeſſed the patriot virtues in their higheſt perfection: and 
(as a noble author juſtly obſerves) “ if he could not ſave, 
che prolonged the life of liberty. Plat, in vit. Catan. 
Senec, ep. 120. Lucan. ii. 382. Ad Alt. i. 18. 11. 5. 
Let, on theſpirit of patriot;/m, p. 35. | | 
3 | | 


9 


L 


arrived 


* 


414 


A.U.703- arrived in my government, a mutiny had ariſen 


[ 


in the army, and the ſoldiers had diſperſed them- 


ſelves into different parts of the province: five 


cohorts in particular were retired to Philome- 
lum, without a ſingle officer to command them. 
I therefore ordered my lieutenant Anneius to 
conduct theſe ſcattered regiments to the main 


body in Lycaonia, and to aſſemble the whole 
army at Iconium; where I directed him to 


encamp. Theſe orders he very diligently exe- 
cuted: and J joined the troops on the 26th 
of Auguſt. In the interval I employed myſelf, 


| agreeably to the injunctions of the ſenate, in 


raiſing a ſtrong body of Evocati', together with 
a proper number of cavalry, as alſo in aſſem- 


bling thoſe auxiliary forces which the free as 
well as regal ſtates in alliance with the republic, - 
had voluntarily offered me. As ſoon as the 


junction of all the troops was completed, I re- 
viewed the whole army; and on the 3oth of 
Auguſt we began to move towards Cilicia. In 
the mean time, envoys from the king of Com- 
magene arrived with a very confuſed indeed, 
but however, as it appeared afterwards, a very 


true, account, that the Parthians had invaded 


Syria. This news greatly alarmed me, not only 
for the danger to which that province, but my 


See remark 1. on letter 3. book iv. . 
| ; | OWN, 


own, was expoſed: and which threatened like- * U. 703, 
wiſe all Aſia in general. I thought it adviſeable * 
therefore to lead my troops through that part 

of Cappadocia which borders on Cilicia. If 

indeed I had marched directly into Cilicia, I 

could eaſily have protected that diſtrict of my 
province from any invaſion on the ſide of Sy- 
ria: as it cannot be entered from thence with- 
out traverſing Mount Amanus, over which there 
are only two narrow defiles that might be de- 
fended by a very ſmall force. In ſhort, no- 
thing can be more impregnable than Cilicia is. 
from that quarter, by the fortifications with 
which nature has ſecured it. But my chief 
concern was for Cappadocia, which lies entirely 
open towards Syria: and beſides, there are ſeve- 
ral little kingdoms in its neighbourhood, which, 
though in friendſhip with the Romans, yet dare 
not openly act againſt the Parthians. Theſe 
conſiderations therefore determined me to lie 
with my army on the borders of Cappadocia: 
and accordingly I encamped at Cybiſtra, a town 
ſituated not far from Mount Taurus. By 
theſe means I was in a condition of Wa 
Cilicia, at the ſame time that, by poſſeſſing my- | 
ſelf of Cappadocia, I prevented the contiguous i 


ſtates from entering into any meaſures to our 
prejudice. 
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"Whilſt affairs were in this commotion, and 

there was reaſon to apprehend a general war; 
King Deiotarus ſent an Embaſſy to my camp 

with an offer of joining me with all his forces. 
I'was extremely ſenſible of this inſtance of his 
zeal and friendſhip : and immediately returned 
hima letter ofacknowledgements, with my preſſ- 


ing exhortations at the ſame time that he would 


haſten his march. - I cannot but obſerve upon 


this occafion, that Deiotarus juſtly merits thoſe 
peculiarmarks of favour and eſteem, with which 


both you and T i in particular, as well as the ſe- 
nate in general, have ever diſtinguiſhed him. 
He diſcovers indeed a- remarkable fidelity and 
affection to the republic, together with an un- 
common preſence and greatneſs of mind both 
in action and in council. | 

I found it neceſſary, for the better concerting 
my plan of operations, to continue five days at 
Cybiſtra. During my ſtay there, I had the ſa- 
tisfaction to be of ſingular ſervice to Ariobar- 
zanes: a prince particularly aſſigned to my pro- 
tection by the ſenate, in conſequence of your 
motion for that purpoſe. I delivered him from 


a very dangerous conſpiracy, which was juſt 


upon the point of being carried into execution. 
I did more indeed: and not only preſerved his 


N but — his authority. For this 


purpoſe 


— 


Book V. er TCICERO. 


my care) not only to be recalled from that exile 
into which the intrigues of the cruel Athenais 
had driven them, hut to be reſtored to their 


former favour and credit with the king. And as 


it would have produced a very terrible civil 
war, if the high prieſt', who was among the 


diſaffected party, had taken up arms, as was 


generally ſuppoſed to be his intention; I found 
means of obliging him to depart the kingdom. 
This young man abounded both in money and 


troops, and poſſeſſed every other advantage that 


could render him of importance to thoſe who 
were inclined to attempt a revolution.— In a 
word, I recovered the authority of Ariobarzanes 
without occaſioning the leaſt blood- ſned, or diſ- 


turbance, and firmly eſtabliſhed him in his royal 


digg oi ict ts; "A 

In the mean time, I was informed, by various 
expreſſes, that a conſiderable army of Parthians 
and Arabians were advanced to the city of An- 
tiochia*; and that a large body of their caval- 


ry, which had penetrated into Cilicia, were en- 


2 It appears by a paſſage, which Manutius cites from 
Hirtius, that the high prieſt of the temple of Bellona at 
Commana, a city in Cappadocia, was next in rank and 


power to the king himſelf. Hirt. de Bel. Alexand. 
3 In Syria. 
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purpoſe Iprocured Metras and Athenzus, (the A. U. 70g. 
latter of whom you ſtrongly recommended to 
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ſupported by the pretorian* cohort in garriſon 


at Epiphanea'. Perctiving therefore that the 


Parthians had turned off from Cappadocia, and 


were approached within a ſmall diſtance of the 


* 


frontiers of Cilicia; I conducted the army with 


all poſſible expedition to Amanus. Upon my 


arrival, I found the enemy was retired from An- 


tiochia, and that Bibulus had taken poſſeſſion 


of the city. I ſent an expreſs therefore to Dei- 


otarus, who was upon full march with all his 
forces to join me, acquainting him that I did 


not at preſent ſee occaſion of drawing him out 
of his dominions ; but that if any new occur- 


rence ſhould ariſe, I would immediately give 
tum notice. e 


My principal view in advancing to Amanus 
was, that I might be ready to aſſiſt either Cili- 


cia or Syria, as circumſtances ſhould require. I 


had likewiſe another deſign, which I had before 
meditated and now prepared to execute, as being 
of great importance to both provinces: I mean 


to quell the inſurrection of theſe highlanders, and 
extirpate an enemy that was perpetually infeſting 


4 The prætorian cohort compoſed a ſort of body-guard 


to the proconſul, or general: and conſiſted ofa ſelect num- 


ber choſen out of the Evocati. The nature of the latter 
has been already explained in remark 1. p. 340. of this vol. 
A city in Cilicia. 3 


1 1 10 
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| vink another part of Cilicia : and having actu- 
ally returned a day's march, I encampedat Epi- 


phanea. But on the 12th of October, in the 
evening, Iſtruck my tents: and by a long march 


during the whole night, I arrived early the next 
morning at Amanus. I immediately formed in 
order of battle, heading part ofthe troops myſelf, 
in conjunction with my brother, and diſtributing 
the command of the reſt amongſt my other lieu- 


tenants. The enemy being thus ſurrounded by 


ſurpriſe, were taken and deſtroyed in great num- 
bers. Mean while, my lieutenant Pontinius at- 


tacked Sepyra, Commoris, and Erana : the lat- 


ter of which is the principal town on theſe moun- 
tains, and indeed conſiderable enough to be call- 


ed a city. They each made a very obſtinate 


reſiſtance : and notwithſtanding the attack be- 
pan before day-break, they did not ſurrender till 


night, nor without having ſuffered a prodigious / 
ſlaughter. In this action we took ſix n ſſes, 


and burnt many more. 

Having thus ſucceſsfully completed this ex- 
pedition, we encamped at the foot of Mount 
Amanus, near Alexander's © altars where I con- 


6A place near Iffus, where Alexander having defeated 
Darius, conſecrated three altars to Jupiter, Hercules, and 
— as memorials of his victory. Quint. Curt. iii. 


Ee i 8 tinued 


419. 
To chis end I made a feint of retiring to- A. U. 793, 


| os 


A. U. 05. tinued four days. During the whole time I re- 
mained here, I was employed in extirpating the 


reſt of theſe mountaineers, and deſtroying that 


part of their lands which lies withinmy province. 


From hence I fat down before Pindineſſum: 
à city in the territories of that part of Ciliciz 
which has never ſubmitted to the Romans. This 


was a place of great ſtrength, and inhabited by a 


ſtubborn people, who had preſerved themſelves 
unconquered even by the neighbouring kings, 
It was a harbour like wiſe for fugitives of every 
kind: and they were greatly alſo in the intereſt 
of the Parthians, whoſe approach they impa- 
tiently expected. Upon theſe conſiderations 
thought it for the honour of my arms to reſtrain 
their inſolence: eſpecially as I ſhould by this 


means the more eaſily ſubdue the ſpirit of thoſe 


other cantons which were equally averſe to the 


Roman government. In conſequence of this 


reſolution, TI inveſted the town; and having 
raiſed fix large fortreſſes, I began to play my 


| battering engines againſt their walls. They 


held out however fifty-ſeven days: but at length 
finding the flames had ſeized ſeveral parts of the 
town, and that other quarters were laid in ruins; 
they ſurrendered at diſcretion, after having oc- 
caſioned me an infinite fatigue, I had the ſatiſ- 
faction to complete chis 3 without oc- 

| _ caſioning 
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caſioning our allies the. leaſt inconvenience- or A-V; 703. 
expence. After having thus reduced Pindineſ VV 
ſum, and received hoſtages from the Tiburani, 
a neighbouring people equally bold and info. 
lent, Iſent my army into winter-quarters. This 


care Laſſigned to my brother: and ordered him 
| to canton the troops amongſt thoſe: towns we 
had lately taken, or that were moſt diſpoſed to 
m 3 oo We CR 
a And now, if a motion ſhould be made in the 
; ſenate concerning the honours due to the ſuc- 
ceſs of my arms, I ſhall eſteem. it the higheſt 
glory to be ſupported in. my pretenſions by 
your ſuffrage. I am ſenſible it is uſual for the 
N graveſt characters to requeſt, as well as to be 
requeſted, for favours of this nature, in the 
, ſtrongeſt terms: but I perſuade myſelf it will 
y be more proper for me to remind, than to ſolicit 
4 you, in the preſent inſtance. You. have fre- 
8 quently, indeed, not only diſtinguiſhed me with 
4 your vote, but with your higheſt applauſe, both 


f in the ſenate and in the aſſemblies of the peo- 
© ple. And believe me, I have ever thought 
the re was ſo much weight and authority in all 


55 5 
c- 7 Cicero ſoon after the expiration of his conſulate had 
2 very particular obligations to Cato, of the kind he men- 
tions. Fer the latter being tribune at that time, procured 
C- him 4 confir mation from an aſſembly of the people, of the 
glorious title of x A THER OF HIS, COUNTRY. Pt. in 


Ee 3 you 
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A. U. 703. you uttered, that a ſingle word of yours in my 


81 


favour was the higheſt honour I could poſſi- 
bly receive. I remember, upon a certain occa- 


ſion, when you refuſed to vote for a public 
chankſgiving which was propoſed in favour of 
a very worthy and illuſtrious citizen ; -you told 
the ſenate that you ſhould willingly have given 
your ſuffrage in ſupport of the honour in queſ- 
tion, had it been deſigned as a reward for any 
civil fervices which that conſul had performed 
in Rome. Agreeably to this maxim, you for- 
merly concurred in voting that a public thankſ- 
giving ſhould be decreed to me, not indeed for 
having advanced the glory of our country by 

my military achievements (for that would have 
been a circumſtance nothing uncommon) but for 
having, in a moſt ſingular and unexampled man- 
ner, preſerved the' liberties of the whole com- 


 monwealth * without drawing a fword. I for- 
bear to mention the generous ſhare you have 


taken in all the envy, the difficulties and the 
dangers to which my life has been expoſed : and 


a far greater you were willing to have taken, if 


3 This honour was uſually decreed toa generalafter ſome 
fignal advantage obtained by his arms. It conſiſted in a 


pointing a ſolemn feſtival in order to return thanks to the 
gods for the public ſucceſs: at which time the ſenate 


went in ſolemn proceſſion to the principal temples in Rome, 
and aſſiſted at the ſacrifices inſtituted for ſuch occaſions. 
9 By the ſuppreſſion of Catiline's conſpiracy, _ 
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could have been prevailed upon to have con- as 703. 


ſented. I forbear to pen likewiſe that you 
conſidered my enemy as your own: and, that 


in order to give me a convincing proof of your 


great regard, you ſcrupled not to ſhew your 
approbation even of his death, by defending 


Milo in the ſenate. In return, (and I ſpeak 


of it, not as a fayour for which you are indebted 
to me, but as a tribute which I owed to truth) 
I have been no ſilent admirer of your virtues; 
for who indeed can ſuppreſs his applauſe of 
them? In all my ſpeeches both in the forum 
and the ſenate, as well as in the ſeveral pieces I 
have publiſhed, either in our ownlanguage, or in 
Greek, I have ever repreſented your character 
as ſuperior, not only to the nobleſt amongſt our 
contemporaries, but to the moſt celebrated in 
hiſtory. 

Aſter all, you will wonder, pe rhaps, what 
ſhould induce me to ſet ſo high a value upon 


theſe little tranſient honours of the ſenate, I 


will acknowledge then the whole truth, and lay 


open my heart before you with a freedom be- 


coming that philoſophy we cultivate, and that 
friendſhip we profeſs : a friendſhip delivered 
down to us from'our parents, and improved by 


5 reciprocal good offices. 


* Clodius, | l | 
K e 4 Let 
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K. U. 03. Let me previouſly obſerve, that if ever any 
man was a ſtranger to vain- glory and a deſire of 
vulgar admiration, it is myſelf: and this frame 
of mind which poſſeſs by temper, has been ſtill 
ftrengthened (if I am not deceived) by reaſon 
and philoſophy. As an evidence of this, I ap- 
peal to my conſulate : in which, as in every 
- other part of my life, tho” I purſued that con- 
| duct, I confeſs, from whence true honours might 
| be derived, yet I never thought they were of 
themſelves an object worthy of my ambition. 
H 13 On the contrary, I refuſed the government of 
2⁊ꝗ very noble province“: and notwithſtanding 
| | it was highly probable I might have obtained 
TO a triumph, yet I forbore to proſecute my pre- 
tenſions of that kind. I forbore too the of- 
fering myſelf as a candidate for the office of 
augur: tho? you are ſenſible, I dare ſay, that I 
might have ſucceeded without much difficulty. 
But- I will acknowledge, that the injurious 
treatment I afterwards ſuffered, tho' you always 
ſpeak of it indeed as a circumſtance which re- 
flects the higheſt honour upon my character, and 
as a misfortune only to the republic, has render- 
ed me deſirous of receiving the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed marks of my country's approbation. 
Macedonia : to which he had a right by lot to have 


ſucceeded at the expiration of his conſulate. See rem. 1. 
P- 9- of this vol. en | 
For 
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” For this reaſon, 1. ſolicited the office of au- A-U. 703. 


gur which I had before declined : and as little 
as I once thought the military honours deſer- 


ved my purſuit, I am now ambitious of that 


diſtinction which the ſenate uſually confers on 
its ſucceſsful generals. I will own, I have ſome 
view by this mean of healing the wounds of my 
former unmerited diſgrace : and therefore, tho? 
I juſt now declared that I would not preſs you 
upon this article, I recal my words, and moſt 
earneſtly conjure your ſuffrage and aſſiſtance. 
I make this requeſt, however, upon the ſuppo- 
ſition that what J have performed in this cam- 
paign, ſhall 'not appear contemptible in your 
eye, but, on the contrary, far; ſuperior to the 


actions of many of thoſe generals who have ob- 


tained the moſt glorious rewards from the ſe- 
nate. „ 5 1 1885 
I have obſerved (and you are ſenſible I al- 
ways liſten with great attention whenever you 
deliver your opinions) that as often as any que- 
ſtion of this nature has come before the ſenate, 
you were leſs inquiſitive into the military than 
civil conduct of the proconſul. It was the 
political ordinances he had eſtabliſhed, and the 
moral qualities he had diſplayed, that ſeemed to 
have the principal weight in determining your 
vote, If you ſhould examine my pretenſions 

18 | in 
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.. 703- in this view, you will ſee, that with a weak and 


inconſiderable army, I found a ſtrong refource 
againſt the danger of a very formidable invaſion. 
in the lenity and juſtice of my government. By 
theſe aids I effected, what I never could by the 
moſt powerful legions: I recovered the friend- 
ſhip of our alienated allies ; firmly ſtrengthened 
their allegiance to the republic ; and conciliated 
their affections at a time when they were waiting 
the opportunity of ſome favourable conjuncture 
to deſert us. | e 1 | | 

But perhaps I have expatiated farther upon 
this ſubject than is neceſſary: eſpecially to you, 


before whom all our allies in general are accuſ- 


tomed to lay their complaints*. To them 
therefore I refer you for an account of the bene- 
fits they have received by my adminiſtration, 
They will all of them, as with one voice, I am 
perſuaded, give you the moſt advantageous teſ- 


 timony in my favour; but particularly thoſe 


illuſtrious clients of yours the Cyprians and 


12 Cato ſettled a correſpondence throughout the whole 


Roman provinces, and' received conſtant intelligence 0 


the conduct of the ſeveral governors in their reſpective 
commands: So attentive was this vigilant patriot to what- 
ever concerned the intereſt of the commonwealth! Plats 
er vit. Catom. „ 5 
Cyprus had a particular claim to the patronage of 
Cato, as he had been employed in executing a commiſſion 


» 


by which that iſtand was annexed to the dominions of the 


republic. This commiſſion was artfully contrived by Clo- 


yoo V. aw CICERO: - «ay. 
Cappadocians :' to whom I may likewiſe add As U. 705. 


dius in his tribunate, in order to remove Cato out of his 
way: but the preciſe nature of it is no where diſtinctly 
explained. It ſhould ſeem by what may be collected from 
Plutarch, that it was only an embaſſy in which Cato was 
appointed to claim, on behalf of the republic, the domini- 
ons of Ptolemy king of Cyprus; and to offer him at the 
ſame time-the high-prieſthood of the temple of Venus in 
the iſland of Paphos : which in thoſe days might have been 
no diſadvantageous exchange. Cato however has been 
ſeverely cenſured by ſome modern hiſtorians for having 
accepted this office: and Dr. Middleton, in particular, 
thinks he cannot be juſtified. But none of the ancient 
hiſtorians Tpeak of it as in the leaſt unworthy of Cato's vir. 
tue: and indeed one of the moſt moral writers in all anti. 
uity mentions it upon an occaſion which evidently ſhews 
that it was. by no means thought inconſiſtent with that 
character of rigid juſtice which this illuſtrious Roman had 
ſo deſervedly obtained. Seneca in his letter of conſola- 
tion addreſſed to Marcia on the loſs of her ſon, taking 
notice of the advantages of an early death, inſtances, among 
other examples, thoſe calamities which a more extended 
period had brought upon Cato. Marcum Catonem, ſays he, 
i a Cypro et hereditatis regie diſpenſatione redeuntem mare de- 
'voraſſet,—nonne ills bene actum foret *— Nunc annorum adjectio 
panciſimorum, virum libertati non ſue tantum ſed publice natum, 
coegit Caſarem fugere 22 ſegui. It is evident then 
that this action was ſo far rom being dee med unjuſtifiable 
in the opinion of the ancients, (by which alone it can be 
0 examined) that the nobleſt of their moraliſts has 
choſen it to complete the glory and grace the exit of his 
favourite hero. It muſt unqueſtionably therefore have 
been founded upon ſome circumſtances that reconciled it 
to that law of nations which then prevailed in the world. 
Accordingly it appears, by ſome paſſages in Cicero's ora. 
tions, that the republic had an ancient claim to theſe do- 
minions. For Alexander, king of Egy t, to whoſe ter. 
r1tories Cyprus belonged, appointed the Roman common... | 
wealth his general heir: and though the ſenate did not 
judge E at that juncture, to aſſert their full right 
under his will; they thought it however a ſufficient title 
to poſſeſs themſelves of Alexander's effects. From that C 
time down to the date of Cato's commiſſion, frequent at- 
tempts had been made in the ſenate to enforce their right 
under the will: and a decree had actually paſſed for tac 
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| A. U. 703. your great and royal friend“, prince Deiotarus. 
2 If thus to act, is a merit of the moſt ſuperior 
s kind; if in all ages the number has been 
| far leſs conſiderable of thoſe who knew how 
to ſubdue their deſires, than to vanquiſn their 
enemies; He that has given an inſtance of 


| pörpoſe. But as this decree was proteſted againſt by ſome 
1 tribune, it had never been carried into execution. Thus 
| far it ſhould ſeem that Cato's commiſſion was not founded 
| upon a mere arbitrary exertion of power ; but on a right 
which had long before received the ſanction of the ſenate, 
and which had already in part beenvindicated to the public. 
In the next place, the inhabitants of Cyprus were extremely 
oppreſſed under the government of Ptolemy, and deſirous 
of transferring their ſubje&ion to the Romans. Paterculus 
repreſents this prince as one who well deſerved the puniſh- 
ment he ſuffered: omnibus morum vitiis, ſays he, eam contu- 
meliam meritum. And Dion Caſſius ted declares that 
the Cyprians received Cato, ** owx axovorws ; hoping that 
from ſlaves, as they were before, they ſhould be raiſed 
* into the number of the friends and allies of Rome.” 
But to conſider this queſtion. in another view: what pro- 
bable reaſon of perſonal intereſt can be aſſigned for Cato's 
undertaking this office ? It could not be from a ſpirit of 
avarice: for it is unanimouſly confeſſed that he diſcharged 
it with the moſt unſpotted integrity. It could not be from 
; a motive of ambition: for he refuſed all the honours upon 
this occaſion which his country would have paid him. It 
could not be from a ſervile compliance with the power of 
Clodius : for he died rather than ſubmit even to that of 
Czſar. Uo the whole, therefore, it ſeems reaſonable 
to aſſert, that Cato ated in this inftance, as in all others, 
upon a principle of diſintereſted patriotiſm, and conſiſtent] 
with the ſtricteſt maxims of Pagan morality, Plat. in 
vit. Caton, Orat. in Rul. i. 1. 11. 16, Vel. Paterc. ii. 45. 
Dio, p. 101. Senec. Comſol. ad Marc. 20. . 
Cato took a voyage into Aſia, in order to inform 
huimſelf of the ſtrength and diſpoſition of theſe eaſtern pro- 
vinces: and it was upon this occaſion that he entered into 
a a perſonal friendſhip with Deiotarus, who paid him the 
- hopours of his court with fingular marks of efteem and 
conſideration, Plus. in vit. Caton. l | 
both, 


Boo v. -6r. CICERO. 


both, cannot certainly but be deemed, in Ca- 


to's eſtimation at leaſt, to have ſtrengthened his 
claim to the honours of his country, and to have 
improved the ſplendour of his military achieve- 
ments, by the more unuſual luſtre of his civil 
conduct. | +4 


A. U. 703. 


Let me in the laſt place, and as in diffidence of 
my own ſolicitations, call in Philoſophy for my 


advocate: than which nothing has ever afforded 


me a more ſenſible ſatisfaction. The truth is, ſhe 


is one of the nobleſt bleflings that the gods have 


beſtowed on man. At her ſhrine we have both 
of us, from our earlieſt years, paid our joint 
and equal -adorations : and while ſhe has been 
thought by ſome, the companion only of indo- 


lent. and ſecluded ſpeculatiſts; we (and we 


alone I had almoſt ſaid) have introduced her 
into che world of buſineſs, and familiariſed her 


with the moſt active and important ſcenes. She 
therefore it is, that now ſolicits you in my be- 


half: and when Philoſophy is the ſuppliant, 


Cato, ſurely, can never refuſe. To ſay all in 
one word: be well aſſured, if I ſhould prevail 
with you to cohcur in procuring a decree I ſo 


much wiſh to obtain, I ſhall conſider myſelf as 


wholly indebted for that honour to your autho- 


rity and friendſhip. . Farewel. 


LE T- 
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Maxevs Caro to Ciczro. 


. V. 703. Te affection I bear both to you and to 
the republic, induces me very ſincerely to 
rejoice in finding that you exerciſe the ſame in: 
tegrity and vigilance in the condudt of our arms 
abroad, as diſtinguiſhed your adminiſtration of 
our moſt important affairs at home. I have 
therefore paid your actions that honour which 
was. moſt conſiſtent with my judgment : and 
in ſpeaking to this queſtion before the ſenate; 
as well as afterwards when I aſſiſted in drawing 
up the decree that has paſſed in your favour, I 
applauded the probity and prudence with which 
you have protected your province, preſerved 
the crown and perſon of Ariobarzanes, and 
conciliated the affections * our . in ge- 
neral. . 

If you rather chooſe 1 that we ſhould 
aſcribe to the gods, thoſe advantages which the 
republic has gained entirely by your own con- 
ſummate wiſdom and probity, I am glad 
the ſenate has paſſed a decree for that purpoſe. 
But if you are willing that Fortune ſhould 
have the credit of Fore actions, as ſuppoſing 

a pub 
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a public thankſgiving neceſſarily opens your A. U. 703. 


way to a triumph, I muſt obſerye that the lat- 
ter is not always a conſequence of the former. 
Yet granting it were, is it not far more to the 
honour of a general, to have it declared by a vote 
of the ſenate that he preſerved his province by 
the mildneſs and equity of his adminiſtration, 
than that he owed it either to the ſtrength of his 
troops, or to the peculiar interpoſition of provis 
dence ? Such at leaſt were my ſentiments when 
this queſtion came before the houſe : and if I 
have employed more words than uſual in explain- 

ing them, it was from a deſire of convincing you 
that tho' I propoſed to the ſenate what I thought 
would be moſt for the advantage of your repu- 


tation, I rejoice that they have determined what 


is moſt agreeable to your wiſhes. I have only 


to requeſt the continuance of your friendſhip : 


and to entreat you ſteadily to perſevere in thoſe 
paths of integrity which you have hitherto pu- 
ſued both in reſpect to our allies and the repub- 
lic. Farewel. 


* This letter (to ſpeak in the virtuoſo language) is an 


unique, and extremely valuable as being the only compoſiti- 


on that has been tranſmitted to us from the hands of Cato. It 


confirms what Plutarch expreſslyaſſerts, thatCato's manners 
were by no means of a rough and unpoliſhed caſt: as no 
refuſal could have been drawn up in more decent and civil 
terms, A judiciouseye, however, cannot but diſcern thro? 
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LETTER m. 


70 Carvs Maxeniuus, J conſul. 


or conlit be more agreeable to 
my wiſhes, than that the queſtion con- 


cerning the honours due to my military ſervices, 
ſhould come before the ſenate at a time when 


you are conſul: as it will afford you an oppor- 


tunity of gratifying that uncommon zeal for 


my intereſts which I have upon all occaſions 


experienced from every branch of your family. 


Let me entreat you, therefore, when the letter 
I have addreſſed to the ſenate ſhall be laid be- 
fore that aſſembly, to exert your influence in 
procuring a decree in my favour of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed kind. I perſuade myſelf you will 
find no difficulty in complying with this requeſt: 
as the ſenate, I truſt, will by no means be 


averſe to my pretenſions. If there were any of 


your family whoſe friendſhip I enjoyed in a 
higher degree than yours, I ſhould have ap- 
plied to you by their intervention. But tho' 


this veil of politeneſs, he alenaonthas of a delicate and 

concealed raillery ; which Cicero nevertheleſs thou x 

12 to diſſemble, as will appear by his anſwer to 
tter in the following book. See vol. il, p. 50. 


See rem. 4. p. 322. 2 


no 


ben  - , @fi(CUTERD.:: aw 


no man ever entered more warmly into my in- A. U. 703. 
tereſts, than your father; tho' the eſteem which 

your relation Marcus Marcellus has long enter- 

tained for me, is conſpicuous to the whole 

world ; and, in a word, tho' all your family in 
general have ever honoured me with the moſt 

ſignal marks of their regard; yet there is not 
one of them who hath afforded me ſtronger in- 

ſtances of affection than yourſelf. I conjure you 

then, to diſtinguiſh me with the higheſt ho- 

nours: and let me experience in the affair of my 
thankſgiving, as well as in every other wherein 
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the glory of my reputation is concerned, that 
| I want no ſolicitor to recommend me to your 


good offices. Farewel. 
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LETTER IV. 


To Lvervs Paulus,, Conſul. | 


A. U. 703. ' MONG many reaſons for wiſhing myſelf 
. with you at Rome, the principal was, that 
I might both at your election and in the courſe of 
your conſular miniſtry have given you proofs of 
that zeal to which you have ſo undoubteda right. 
Tamſenſible, at the ſame time, that the unanimity 
with which you were choſen, (and of which, in- 
deed, I never entertained the leaſt doubt) would 
have rendered my afſiſtancein that article altoge- 
ther unneceſſary: and I ſincerely with you may 
have as little occaſion for it in the ſubſequent 
diſcharge of your office. However, I ſhould 
have had the ſatisfaction, at leaſt, of ſeconding 
your views in both. It is a great concern to 
me, I confeſs, when I reflect that notwithſtand- 
ing I experienced many important inſtances of 
your affection during my conſulſhip, I am yet 
- utterly incapable of making any return in yours. 
And what renders this reflection ſtill more mor- 
tifying is, that you were but a young man when 
you thus generouſly diſplayed the effects of your 
_ friendſhip: whereas I am at a time of life when 


See rem. 6. p. 324. of this vol. 
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much greater advantages might well be expected AU, 703. 


from mine. I know not, in truth, by what 
fatality it is, that you have continually had op- 
portunities of advancing my dignities, and that 


I have never been able to contribute any thing 
but ineffectual good wiſhes to yours. Thus, as 


not only in the inſtance I juſt now mentioned; 
but in the article of my reſtoration, I was in- 


debted to you for the higheſt honours; ſo a 


freſh occaſion now preſents itſelf to you of diſ- 


tinguiſhing me, as my military achievements. | 
have happened to fall within the period of your | 


conſulate. The dignity of that office with which 
you are inveſted, and the importance of thoſe 
Honours I am ſuing for, might well require 
that I ſhould addreſs you in all the warmth of 


| ſolicitation : but I dare not venture thus to 


preſs you, leſt it ſhould look as if I forgot, or 
at leaſt imagined that you had forgotten, your 
uſual diſpoſition to ſerve me. I will make my 
requeſt therefore in few words : and it will be 
treating you in a manner more agreeable, - I 


dare ſay, to your own inclinations, as well as 


to thoſe favours which all the world is ſenſible 
I have received at your hands. If any others 
indeed than you and your colleague were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the conſular office, you are the firſt 


man whoſe mediation I ſhould have employe 
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1 in order to render the conſuls Seen to 


my pretenſions. But as this high authority is 
veſted in you, with whom I have the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt conſpicuous connexions ; I cannot 
ſcruple to conjure your aſſiſtance in ſpeedily pro- 
curing a decree of the moſt illuſtrious kind in 
my favour : an honour which you will find, by 
the letter I have addreſſed to the ſenate, that my 
arms are not unworthy of receiving. I recom- 
mend then my reputation, and indeed my con- 

cerns of every ſort, to your generous patronage, 

But above all I beſeech you (and it is a requeſt 
I mentioned in my former letter) that you would 
not ſuffer the time of my continuance here to 
be prolonged. It is much my deſire, in truth, 

to ſee you in your conſular office : and I doubt 
not of obtaining from your adminiſtration every 
advantage, both here and in Italy, that moſt 
wiſh to enjoy. Farewel. 


LET- 


Boos v. or CICERO. 


LETTER V. 


MaRrcvs CoxLiivs to CicERo. 


X 7 OU have been informed, I doubt not, A. U. 703. : 


1 that Dolabella has exhibited articles of 
impeachment againſt Appius*: and this pro- 
ſecution ſeems to be more agreeable to the 
world in general than I imagined. Appius, 
however, has acted with great prudence upon 
the occaſion : for as ſoon as his adverſary had 


lodged his information, he withdrew his petition 


for a triumph, and immediately entered the 
_ city*. By theſe means he ſilenced the reports 
to his diſadvantage : as he appeared more wil- 
ling to take his trial than his proſecutor expected. 
Appius relies greatly in this conjuncture upon 
your aſſiſtance: and I am perſuaded you are 
not diſinclined to ſerve him. You have it now 
in your power! to do ſo, as far as you ſhall 


4 He was proſecuted by Dolabella in two diſtin im. 
peachments, The firſt was, for being guilty of treaſon 
in his government of Cilicia ; and the other, for bribery. 
and corruption in his election to the conſulate, Ez, Fam. 
111. 11. 8 F i al 

See rem. 3. p- 371. of this vol. wh; is 
As one of Dolabella's achments againſt Appius 
was for his male- practices in Cilicia, it was extremoly in 
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A. U. 703. think proper: tho” 1 muſt add, you woul be 


In the followin 


more at liberty to limit your good offices towards 


him, if you and he had never been upon ill 
terms together. But as the caſe now ſtands, 


were you to meaſure out your ſervices by the 
right he has to demand them, it might be 
ſuſpected that you were not ſincere in your 
reconcilement: whereas you can hazard no 


cenſure by obliging him; as you will ſhew 


2 that you are not to be diſcouraged from acting 


a generous part, even where friendſhip* might 
incline you to the contrary. This reminds me 
of acquainting you, that Dolabella' 8 wife ob- 
tained a divorce juſt upon the commencement 
of this proſecution, I remember the commiſ- 
ſion you left with me when you ſet out for 


the province ; as I dare ſay you have not for- 


gotten what J afterwards wrote to you concern- 


ing that affair. I haye not time to e 


the power of Cicero to ſerve Appius in thoſe examina- 
tions which were neceſſary to ve taken in his province, 


Io Dolabella, 


It ſeems probable, from this en. tha there was | 
ſdme proſpect of a divorce between Dolabella and his wife 
before Cicero left Rome; and that the latter had commiſ- 


ſioned Ccelius, in caſe this event ſhould happen, to take 


ſome meaſures for procurin a match between Dolabella 
and his daughter Tullia. ere will be occafion to make 
great uſe of this nr apa 5 in a remark upon a letter 

: and therefore it is here pointed 
out for the — 's particular nn 8 rem: 6, 


£29 upon 


: Pe 6, vol. ii. 


Bo VJ Cor CICERO. 


upon it at n only let me adviſe you, how A. U. 7025 


much ſoever you may reliſh the ſcheme, to 
wait the event of this trial before you diſcover 
your ſentiments. If, indeed, your inclinations 
ſhould be known, it will raiſe a very invidi- 


ous clamour againſt you: and ſhould you give 


Dolabella the leaſt intimation of them, they 
will certainly become more public than will be 


convenient either for your intereſt or your ho- 


nour. He would undoubtedly be unable to 


conceal a circumſtance ſo advantageous to his 


preſent views, and which would give ſo much 
credit to the proſecution in which he is engaged: 
and I am perſuaded he would ſcarce refrain from 
making it the ſubject of his converſation, not- 
. withſtanding he were ſure the diſcovery would 
prove to his prejudice. Pompey, I am told, 
intereſts himſelf extremely in behalf of Appius : 


inſomuch that it is generally imagined he has a 


deſign of ſending one of his ſons in order to ſo- 
licit you in his fayour, Mean while we are in 
the humour here of acquitting all criminals : 
nothing, in truth, ſo baſe or ſo villanous can 
be perpetrated, that is not ſure of eſcaping 
ment, You will perceive how wonder- 
ouſly active our conſuls are in their office, when 


I tell you that they have not yet been able to 


procure a ſingle decree of the ſenate, except 
Ff4 one 
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A. v. 703. one "for appointing the Lines feſtivals. Even 


8 that Curio * favoured the intereſt of Cæſar, 


Taz LETTERS | Book v. 


our friend Curio has not hitherto acted with any 
ſpirit in his tribunate : as indeed it is impoſſible 
to deſcribe the general indolence that has ſeized | 
us. If it were not for my conteſts with the 
vintners and the ſurveyors of the public aque- 


ducts, all Rome would appear in a profound 


lethargy. In ſhort, I know not to what degree 


the Parthians may have animated you ; but as 


for us, in this part of the world, we are faſt 
aſleep. But how much ſoever we may want to 
be awakened, I hope it will not be by the Par- 
thians, It is reported, nevertheleſs, tho' I know 


not on what foundation, that they have gained 


ſome flight advantage over the troaps of Bibu- 


tus, near Mount Amanus. 


Since I wrote the above, 1 muſt 8 what 


I ſaid concerning Curio: the cold fit is at length 


expelled, by the warmth of thoſe cenſures 


to which the levity of his conduct has expoſed 


him. For, not being able te carry his point 
with reſpect to the intercalation.'”, he has de- 


| ſerted the intereſt of the ſenate, ak harangued 
the people in favour of Cæſar. | He threatens 


9 This feſtival was inſtituted by nr e in re 


| of his conqueſt of Etruria.  _ 


See rem. 8. p. 266. of this vol. 
1 Tt has already been obſerved, in the courſe of theſe re- 


"one 


Bo V or CICERO. 


* 


was formerly attempted by Rullus“: as alſo an- 
other, impowering the ÆEdiles to diſtribute corn 
among the people. | 
It you ſhould determine (as I think you 
ought) to employ your good offices in behalf 
of Appius, -I beg you would take that oppor- 


at the ſame time that he affected to act in concert with the 
friends of the ſenate. But circumſtances being now ma- 
ture for throwing aſide the maſk, he ſeized the firſt op- 
E of quarrelling with his party. With this view 
e applied to the pontifical college for an intercalation, in 
order to lengthenont the period of his tribunitial miniſtry. 
This he knew would not be granted, as having before 
raiſed, it is probable, ſome falbicion of his real deſigns. 
The refuſal, however, furniſhed him with the pretence he 
wanted, and gave a colour (ſuch as it was) to the deſer. 
tion he had long meditated. Dio. p. 149. 
- 22 Rullus was tribune of the people in the conſulate of 
Cicero, by whoſe addreſs and eloquence the law which 
Rullus 1 to introduce was rejected. Theſe laws 
as Dr. Middle ton obſerves) uſed to be greedily received 
by the populace, and were propoſed, therefore, by fac. 
© tious magiſtrates, as oft as they had any point to carry 
with the multitude, againſt the public good: but this 
© law (of Rullus) was of all others the molt extravagant, 
and, by 4 ſhew of granting more to the people than had 
«ever been given before, ſeemed likely to be accepted. 
«© The purpoſe of it was to create a decemvirate, or ten 
© commiſſioners, with abſolute power for five years over 
« all the revenues of the republic, to diſtribute them at 
ce pleaſure tothe citizens; to ſell and buy what lands they 
thought fit; to determine the rights of the principal 
«« poſſeſſors; to require an een tom all the generals 
© abroad, except Pompey, of the ſpoils taken in their 
* wars ; to ſettle. colonies whereſoever they judged pro- 
per, and particularly at Capua; and, in ſhort, to com- 
mand all the money and forces in the empire. Life of 
Tully, i. 161. 8vo. edit, | 


unity | 
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likewiſe to propoſe a Viarian law, ſomewhat of A.U. 70g 
the ſame tendency with the Agrarian one which a 
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A. V. 703. ; i of recommending me to his favour. Let 
me prevail with you, likewiſe, not to declare 
yourſelf with reſpe& to Dolabella : as your 
leaving that point at large will be of ſingular 
importance, not only to the affair I hint at, but 
alſo in regard to the opinion the world wil en- 
tertain of your juſtice and honour. _ 
Will it not be a high reflection upon you if I 
Gul not be furniſhed with ſome Grecian Pane | 
thers ? F arewel. 


LETTER VL 
F rom the Same. 


Know not how ſoon you may with to reſign 

your government ; but for my own part, my 
| impatience for your return is in proportion to 

the good fortune that has hitherto attended your 

arms. Whilſt you continue in the province, 

| | therefore, Iſhall be under perpetual apprehen- 
fions, leſt ſome unlucky reverſe ſhould damp 


the joy I take in your late ſucceſsful expedi- 
| tion. 


I have time to write but a very few words, as 
I convey this by the hands of the courier to the 
farmers of the revenue, who is juſt ſetting out ; 


and indeed I ſent you a long letter yeſterday 
e by 


Book V. 1 E. R O. 


by your freed- man. Nothing has ſince occurred & VU; 793; 
worth communicating : unleſs you ſhould have 


curioſity enough to think (as I imagine you will) 
that the following articles deferve notice. In the 
firſt place then, Cornificius is upon the point 


of being married to the youngeſt daughter of 
| Sylla: and in the next, Paula Valeria, on the 


very day her huſband was expected from his 
government, procured a divorce, without al- 
ledging the leaſt cauſe. She is to be married 
to Decimus Brutus. Several very extraordinary 
incidents of the ſame kind have happened dur- 
ing your abſence, But would you have ſuſ- 
pected that Servius Ocella was ſo well with 


the ladies, as to have been twice diſcoyered in 


cloſe gallantry within the ſpace of three ſhort 


days? If you aſk me where the ſcene of this 
amorous adventure was laid? In fad truth, my 


friend, where I leaſt wiſhed ; but for the reſt, I 


leave you to inquire of others. And a pleaſant : 


piece of intelligence it'will be for our noble ge- 
neral to learn, in whoſe fair quarters the luck- 
leſs Ocella was ſcized ! Fare wel. 


One would almoſt ſuſpect, from the reſerved manner 


in which Celius relates this adventure, that he had « 


ftaring reaſon” on his brow (as the poet cops calls 
it) for not t hein more explicit. | 


L 
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15 LETTER VI. 


To Areivs PULCHER. - 


A. U. 703. T Will anſwer your letter more fully than 


- 


A. I can at preſent, the very firſt moment! 
ſhall have more leiſure. In the mean while 
I ſnatch the opportunity of ſending this by 


the hands of ſome domeſtics of Brutus, who 


juſt now called upon me at Laodicea, and are 


returning with all expedition to Rome. They 


are in fo much haſte that I have only time to 
write this, and another to Brutus. + Bi 
The deputies from Apamea delivered your 
long letter to me, wherein you very unjuſtly ac- 
cuſe me of having obſtructed by my mandates 
the public monument * which that city propoſed 
2 It was uſual with theſe Aſiatic provinces, to conſecrate 


te mples to their Roman governors, and aſſociate them with 
the gods in the ſame common ceremonies of religious wor- 


_ ſhip. Probably therefore the building which the City of 


Apamea propoſed to erect, was fome compliment to Ap- 


. — of this ſacred kind. The very ingenious Monſieur 


ongault has ſhewn, in a learned differtation which he 


read before the Royal Academy of Belles Lettres at Paris, 


that the divine honours which were paid to the Roman 
Emperors, were only a continuance of the ſame infamous 


_ proſtitution which had been praiſed during the times of 


the republic. Plut. in vit. Flamin. Memoit:s de litterat. 
vol. i. p. 369. ä 1 
„ + - & to 


* 


Boox V. 


or CICERO. 


proceed immediately upon the execution of that 


deſign, leſt they ſhould be prevented by the win- 


ter; and very ſeverely reproach me for hav- 


ing ſuſpended the aſſeſſments for that purpoſe 


till I ſhould be able to inquire into the juſtice of 
raiſing them. This, you tell me, was in ſome ſort 
an abſolute prohibition: ſince the winter would 


neceſſarily be ſet-in, before I could return out 


of Cilicia in order to examine into that affair. 
Having thus ſtated the ſeveral articles of your 
charge, I will now ſhew you that they are alto- 


gether unreaſonable. In the firſt place then, as 1 


had received complaints onthe part of thoſe who 
thought themſelves aggrieved by exceſſive taxes: 


where was the injuſtice, if I forbade theſe ſub- 


fidies to be levied till I could examine into the 
merits of the caſe? But this, it ſeems, I could 


not be able to effect, till the winter. Vet why | 


not? let me aſk: ſince it was the part of 


thoſe who made theſe complaints to wait upon 


me, rather than mine to attend them. But 
you will object, perhaps, to the reaſonableneſs 


of laying theſe people under the difficulty of 
taking ſo long a journey. Yet this journey you 


yourſelf muſt neceſſarily have deſigned they 
ſhould take, when you gave them your letter to 
deliver to me. And deliver 1 it they accordingly 
did: 


445 


\ 


to raiſe, You deſire I would ſuffer them to K. U. 703- 


446. 
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A. U. 703. did: but they timed it ſo abſurdly, that tho” it 


was to deſire they might be permitted to begin 


their work during the ſummer, they did not 


bring it to me till that ſeaſon was expired. I 
muſt - acquaint you, however, that far the 
greater part of theſe very citizens are averſe 
to the levying this tax in queſtion ; neverthe- 
leſs I ſhall take ſuch meaſures for that purpoſe, 


as I imagine will prove moſt agreeable to your 


inclinations. And thus much for this Apamean 


buſineſs. 


I am informed by Pauſanias, a freed-man of 
Lentulus and one of my accenſors?*, that you 
complained to him of my having treated you 
with great haughtineſs and incivility by not 
coming to meet you in your approach to Ico- 
nium. The fa&, however, is this: I received 
a meſſage from you late at night, acquainting 


me that you propoſed to give me an interview 


in that city before the next morning: but your 
ſervant could not inform me which of the two 
roads you intended to take. In order therefore 
that I might be ready to attend you, I diſpatched 
your friend Varro, together with Lepta, the 


captain of my artillery, directing them to take 
i different roads, and which-ever ſhould meet you | 


- 3 The accenſòrs were 1 who attended on the 
procctiylar NCT in . courts of juſtice. 


Book. Vi * ob CICERO. 


| firſt; to return with immediate notice. Ac- A-U. 703, 


cordingly Lepta came back with great expedi- 


tion: and aſſuring me that you had actually 


paſſed the camp, I inſtantly went to Iconium. 
What followed I need not mention. And now | 
is it probable, that I, who am rather apt to be 
more aſſiduous in offices of this kind, than my 
{tation and character require, ſhould negle& to 
pay the accuſtomed honours to Appius Clau- 


dius; to one dignified with the auguſt title of 


Imperator; and what is ſtill ſtronger, to my 


friend? But not to dwell any longer upon this 
article, I cannot forbear taking notice of an 


expreſſion you made uſe of to the ſame perſon. 
« A compliment. of this. kind, you told him, 
ce had mugyally paſſed between you and Len- 
ce tulus*: and did Cicero take upon himſelf to 
cc at rn a perſon of your quality with 


“ leſs ceremony? But can it be true, that ſo 


weak an expreſſion ſnould drop from a man of 
your improved underſtanding, and knowledge 


WW the world : I will add too, (what the ſtoics 


juſtly rank in the number of ſocial virtues) of 


your refined good breeding? Can you poſſibly 


believe me ſo mean, as to be influenced more 


| 0 the diſtinctions of birth, than of merit? I 


4 8 was predeceſſor to Wien in the government 
of 3 as Appius was to Cicero. 


I have 
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Au. 703. have ever dend beld the founders of illuſ- 
3 trdus families as truly great: but never could I 
eſteem the ſplendid names they tranſmitted to 
their poſterity, as objects of my admiration. 
Theſe were my ſentiments even before I had 
myſelf attained what the world conſiders as the 
higlieſt honours. But now, after having filled 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed poſts in the common- 
wealth with a character that leaves nothing more 
for my ambition to wiſh ; tho' I am far from 
thinking myſelf ſuperior to thoſe of your rank, 
I hoped however that I might be deemed their 
equal. Iam perſuaded, at leaſt, that I have 
been always regarded as ſuch, not only by Len- 
tulus, to whom I yield the preference to my- 
ſelf in every reſpect, but by Pompey likewiſe, 
whom I look upon as the greateſt man the 
world has ever produced. But if you differ from 
them in this opinion, I would recommend the 
writings of Athenodorus to your attentive pe- 
ruſal : as they will teach you to form a more 
juſt diſtinction between high birth and true 
_ nobility ©, 
But not to deviate farther 3 the . 
of my letter: I beg you would do me the juſ- 
tice to believe, not only that I am your friend, 


\ He was preceptor to Auguſtus Cæſar. Menut 
| as rem. i. p. 101. of this vol. 


but 


Book V. or cickRO. 
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but that I am moſt affectionately ſo: the truth f · U. 703, 


of which I ſhall endeavour to evince, by every 
means in my power. Nevertherleſs, if you are 


diſpoſed to make the world ſuſpe& that you 


have leſs reaſon to take my intereſt under your 


protection during my abſence, than I had to act 


for yours in the ſame circumſtance, 1 willingly 
ſpare you the trouble ; 


pere want not chiefs in fuch a cauſe to be 
And Jove himſelf ſhall guard a monarch's right”. 


But, notwithſtanding you ſhould give me rea- 


ſon to think, that you are of a temper too apt 
to take offence, you will not however extin- 
guiſh my deſire of exerting my beſt ſervices 
in your behalf you will only render me 'leſs 


ſolicitous in what manner **. may receive 


them. 
Thus I have en my heart to you with 


a freedom that reſults from the conſcious ſin- 


cerity of my friendſhip towards you: and 
which, as it was founded on diſpaſſionate judg= 


7 me Pope's tranſlat. Theſe lines are taken from the 
8 of Agamemnon to Achilles in the firſt Iliad, where 
latter threatens to withdraw his forces from the com- 
mon cauſe. Cicero ſeems to apply them in particular allu- 
ſion to his intereſt with Pompey: who, at this time, was 
the great idol of his devotion, and the political Joe at 
whoſe ſhrine he moſt devoutly bowed, 


Vows I G 


* 


ment, 


8 
1 7 
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E. u. 70s, ment, I ſhall preſerve juſt as long as may be 
| V agreeable to your own inclinations. Farewel. 


LETTER VII. 
To Carvs Cassrvs *, Proquæſtor. 


A own inclinations have anticipated your 
recommendation: I have long ſince re- 
ceived Marcus Fabius into the number of my 
friends. He has extremely endeared himſelf to 
me indeed, by his great politeneſs and elegance 


= 3 He attended Craſſus into Syria, as his quæſtor: who 
being killed in an engagement againſt the Parthians as 
has been related in rem. 7. p. 128. of this vol. the admini. 
ſtration devolved upon Caſſius. He ſeems when this letter 
was written to have been ſetting out, if not actually upon 
the road, from that province. Soon after his return to 
Rome, the civil war broke out; in which he commanded 
a very conſiderable fleet on the fide of Pompey : but upon 
the defeat of that general in the plains of Pharſalia, he 
ſurrendered both himſelf and his ſhips to the conqueror. 
See rem. p. 171, vol. ii. It is unneceſſary to mention the 
part which Caſſius afterwards ated towards his bene. 
factor: as every body knows that he was the 0 
contriver and manager of the conſpiracy againſt Cæſat. 
Plutarch aſſerts, that he engaged in this deſign from his 
paſſionate love of liberty; but the contemporaries of Caſſius 
thought otherwiſe, and it was generally believed, in Rome, 
that he was actuated upon that occaſion more by pique 
than patriotiſm. It is probable indeed that the former 
was his ſtrongeſt, if not his fingle, motive: for his op- 
preſſive and tyrannical conduct during his adminiſtration 
of the province of Syria, renders it not very reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that he was a real friend to the natural rights 
of mankind. Plus in vit. Brut. Cic. 275 famil. viii. 10. 
ſee let. 14. book iv. p. 390. of this vol. a: p 
5 | 0 


Boon V. - by. CICERO. - an 


of manners : but n by the ſingular A. U. 703. 
affection I have obſerved he bears towards you. r 
Accordingly, tho' your letter in his behalf was 
not without effect, yet my own knowledge of 
the regard he entertains for you had ſome what 
more: you may be aſſured therefore I ſhall very 
| | faithfully confer cpon him the good offices you 
r requeſt. . 
Many reaſons concurred to make me wiſh 
you could have given me an interview. In the 
firſt place; I was deſirous, after ſo tedious a 


e ſeparation, to ſee a friend whom I have long 

. eſteemed. In the next place, I ſhould have 
x been glad to have expreſſed thoſe congratula- 
| tions in perſon, which I have already paid you 
n in a letter. I wanted likewiſe an opportunity 
: of conferring with you upon our mutual affairs, 
n as well as of confirming a friendſhip founded on 
e many reciprocal good offices, tho” interrupted 
ie indeed by a long abſence. .But ſince J could 
0 not obtain the pleaſure of a nearer conference, 
. let me take the advantage at leaſt of this more 
95 diſtant communication: and which in moſt re- 
ſpects will anſwer the ſame purpoſe. There is 
er one or two, however, muſt except: as it can 
. neither afford me a ſatisfaction equal to that of 
„ ſeeing you, nor a mean of rendering you ſo 
0. ſlenſible of the joy I feel in your late ſucceſs. 
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A. U. 793. But tho' I have already expreſſed my congra- 
- tulations in a former letter, I will here again 


aſſure you that I very ſincerely rejoice, not only 


in the illuſtrious actions you have performed?, 
but at your very opportune departure amidſt 


the general eſteem and applauſes of the whole 


And now, what I had farther to ſay if we 


had met, related to our mutual affairs: a point 


9 Caſſius, after the death of Craffus, and the total defeat 


of his army, conducted back the remains of the Roman 


troops into Syria, and ſhut himſelf up in Antiochia. But 


upon the approach of the Parthians towards that city, he 


ſallied out; and by his bravery and conduct having re- 
ulſed the enemy, he continued harraſſing their retreat till 
E drove them entirely out of Syria. It is upon this ſuc. 


_ ceſs that Cicero's congratulations are founded: but they 


are congratulations in which he was by no means ſincere. 
For in ſome letters to Atticus, written about this time, he | 
ſpeaks of Caſſius as having magnified his actions to the ſe. 


nate much beyond the truth: and even claims a ſhare with 


him in the glory of repulſing the Parthians. It was the 
news, he ſays, of his being upon the march in order to 
aſſiſt Caſſius, that animated his courage, and ſpread ſuch 
terror among the enemy as induced them to retreat, But 
this (as the very ingenious French tranſlator of the letters 


toAtticus obſerves) was-aſcribing to-himſelf an honour to 


which he had certainly no right. For Cicero was at a 
reat diſtance from Antiochia when the Parthians retreated 
rom that city: which the bravery of Caſſius, together 
with their own inexperience in the nature of regular fieges, 
were the only cauſes of their abandoning. An opſervation 
therefore of Cicero's own may ſerve, perhaps, as a proper 
concluſion to this remark : Deforme eff de ſe-rpfo prædicare, 


= falſo prefertim; et cum irriſione audientium imitari miitem 


8 Dio, p. 134. Ad Att. v. 20, 21. Mong. 


i raduct. vol. iii. P. 148. rem. 9. De offic, i. 38. 
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however which may full as well be diſcuſſed 3 in A. U. .793; 
this manner, - With regard to your own; when 
I conſider your intereſt in general, I cannot but 
adviſe you to haſten to Rome. When I left the 
city, there was not the leaſt appearance of any 
deſigns to your prejudice : and I am perſuaded 
your returning thither while the ſucceſs of your 
arms is freſh upon the minds of the people, 
will enſure you a reception greatly to your ho- 
nour. The reaſon for haſtening your journey 
will hold ſtill ſtronger, if you are convinced 
that you ſhall be able to defeat thoſe proſe 
cutions which you are apprehenſive, it ſeems, 
may be brought againſt ſome of your officers: 
as nothing will place your character in a more 
advantageous light, than a victory of this kind. 
But, if you imagine the charge can be made 
good againſt them, it merits your conſidera- 
tion, whether your arrival in Rome will not 
happen in a conjuncture very unfavourable for 
ſuch a circumſtance. Upon the whole, you 
yourſelf are moſt capable of determining this 
queſtion: as you are the beſt judge of your own 
ſtrength. If you think you ſhall triumph over 
your adverſaries, it is a circumſtance undoubt- 
 edly that will raiſe your general credit: but if 
you are clear that the reverſe will prove the 
caſe, you will certainly be leſs mortified by the 


G 8 3 diſtant 
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= 703. diſtant reflections of the world, than if you were 


placed within the hearing on? their malicious 


| cenſures. 


As to my own affairs; I ook repeat the re- 
queſt of my laſt, and entreat you to exert your 


utmoſt endeavours that my continuance here 


may not be extended beyond the period limited 


by the ſenate and the people. I urge this re- 


queſt, as one upon which all my hopes depend: 


and entreat you to act in it with a pt rea 


onable zeal. You will find Paulus ex- 
tremely well diſpoſed to co-operate with _ 


upon this occaſion: as alſo both . and 


Furnius“. 

I have only te to add the laſt article I men- 
tioned, as an inducement for deſiring an inter- 
view: I mean; in order to renew and confirm 
the pledges of our mutual friendſhip. I perſuade | 


myſelf it will not be neceſſary to employ many 


words for that purpoſe. You diſcovered indeed 
an early diſpoſition to be thus united with me : 

as on my part, I always conſidered it as my 
particular honour. I found it too my great ſup- 


port in the ſeaſon of my misfortunes. Let me 
add, in farther claim to its continuance, that I 


have contracted ſince your abſence a great inti- 


u One of the preſent cbnſuls, 
u Tribunes of the hon | 
macy 
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macy with your relation Brutus. I promiſe A- U. 703; 


myſelf much ſatisfaction from the ſociety of two 


ſuch ingenious friends, as well as very high 
advantages from your united ſervices: ſuffer 


me not, I conjure you, to conceive this hope 


in vain. In the mean time, I beg to hear from 
you immediately: as I defire likewiſe you would 
write to me very frequently when you return to 


Rome. F arewel. 


LETTER IX. 
To 1 CoELivs, Curule. -Addile. 


HE very worthy and learned Marcus 
| Fabius * is a perſon with whom I am 
moſt intimately connected. He ſtrongly indeed 
engages my affection, not only by his ſuperior 
genius and erudition, but by that uncommon 


modeſty which adorns them. I entreatyou there- 


fore to undertake his cauſe with the ſame 
warmth as if it were my own. I know you 


fine orators are ſo much employed, that a man 


13 Brutus was at this time married to Junia the ſiſter of 
Caſſius, 


ing letter; in whoſe behalf Caſſius had written to Cicero. 


The following epiſtle is likewiſe in favour of the ſame 


triend, and upon the ſame occaſion, 


* 


This ſeems to be the 22 mentioned in the forego- 


Gg4 . muſt 
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A. U. 703. a have committed e at leaſt, ere he 


can hope that his affairs are of ſignificancy 
enough to claim your aſſiſtance. In the pre- 


ſent inſtance, however, I will take no excuſe : 


and if I have any ſhare in your regard, you will 
give up all other buſineſs, when Fabius ie 
your ſervices. 

The ſeverity of the winter has prevented 
my receiving any diſpatches from Rome, a2 
conſiderable time. I am extremely impatient 
therefore to hear what is going forward amongſt 


you: and particularly what my friend Ceelius is, 
doing. F arewel. | 


LETTER *. 


'To CurT1vs Proveganus, Pretor”, . 


HAVE long enjoyed an intimacy with Mar- 
cus Fabius, for whom I ſincerely profeſs the 
moſt tender regard. I do not, however, deſire 
to influence your judgment in the ſuit which he 
has depending before you : as I am ſure you 
will not depart from thoſe rules of equity which 


| Your honour ir opliges you to obſerve, and which 


Ll 


4 The prætors were next in rank and power to ihe con- 
ſuls: and the ir office ſomewhat reſembled that of our chief 


| Juſtices. See rem, 14. p. 363. of this vol. 


you 
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you preſcribed to yourſelf when you firſt entered A. U. 103. 
upon your office*, My only requeſt is (and — 
it is a requeſt I moſt earneſtly make) that you 
would allow. him to wait upon you, and would 
favour his claim ſo far as juſtice is on his ſide. 
In a word, let me entreat you to ſhew hin 
that my friendſhip can avail him even at this 
diſtance, Farewel, . . 


LETTER XI. 


To Appius PULCHER, 7 


I Have at laſt received a letter from you writ. - 
ten in a ſpirit worthy of yourſelf: as it is 
conceived in terms full of a generous and can- 
did friendſhip. It ſhould ſeem indeed, that the 
very view of Rome had an immediate effect 
upon your temper, and reſtored you to the 
agreeable poſſeſſion of your uſual good humour 
and politeneſs. I am ſure, at leaſt, that the two 
complaining letters you wrote to me on your Dx 
journey, ere you had left Aſia, were ſuch as I 
could not read without reluctance. I will own 


3 The ſeyeral prztors, before they entered upon their 
office, drew up and publiſhed a ſort of formulary which 
they intended to obſerve in their reſpective adminiſtra. 
tions of juſtice, Rn. Antig, Rom. vii. 700. 


too, 
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A. U. 703. too, that conſcious of the inviolable attachment 


which I have ever preſerved to your intereſts, I 
could not forbear anſwering them with ſome 


warmth. The letter indeed which you deli. 


vered to my freed-man Philotimus, left me na 


room to doubt that there were ſome perſons in 


this province who were no well-wiſhers to our 
union. But I have the ſatisfaction to find, that 
as ſoon as you came to, Rome, or rather as ſoon 
as you were met by your friends and family, 
you were convinced of that warm and conſtant 
teſtimony I gave of my friendſhip and eſteem 
tor you upon all occaſions during your abſence. 
You will eaſily imagine then with how much 
pleaſure I read your aſſurances, that if any inci- 
dent ſhould ariſe wherein my reputation may 
be concerned, you will endeavour to make me 
an equal return. And tho” you doubt whether 
you ſhall be able effectually to do fo, moſt 
certainly there is no reaſon to queſtion it : for 
there is nothing, my friend, which a ſincere 
and zealous affection is not cipable of per- 
forming. 

Notwithſtanding J was well perſuaded, in my 
own judgment, and had received frequent aſſu · 
rances likewiſe by the letters of my friends, 
that you would undoubtedly be honoured with 


⁊ triumph; yet it afforded me a ſingular plea- 
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{are to be confirmed in this perſuaſion by your ._ a 708. c 


own hand. Believe me, however, I by no means 


rejoice in it from a ſelfiſh Epicurean principle, 


and as it may probably facilitate my own pre- 


tenſions of the ſame kind; but as taking a 
ſincere and diſintereſted ſhare in every increaſe. 


of your dignities. I entreat you then, as you 

have more frequent opportunities of writing 
into this province than any other of my friends, 
that you would giye me immediate notice as 


ſoon as you ſhall have obtained the decree, which 


you have ſo much reaſon to expect, and which 
I ſo unfeignedly wiſh you. If the tedious reſo- 


lutions of the long bench, as our friend Pompey 


calls the ſenate, ſhould delay your hopes a few 
days, (and more than a few days they, ſurely, 
cannot delay them) be confident, however, that 
they will at length diſtinguiſh you with thoſe 


honours which are ſo juſtly your due. Again 
therefore I conjure you as you give me your 


affection, or would preſerve mine, to let me 
participate in the joy of this good news as early 
as poſſible. | 8 
To this requeſt I will join another ; and re- 
mind you of executing your promiſe of ſending 

4 When Cicero wrote this epiſtle he had not received 
the letter from Cœlius, wherein he gives him an account 


of Appius having dropped his petition for a triumph. See 
the 5th letter = 4 this book. | Ps 


* me 
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K. u. 703: me the completion of your treatiſe on avgury®, 


Shaftl. charact. I. 233. 


I aſk this, not only as being deſirous of in- 


forming myſelf in the rites and principles of 


the ſacred college; but as I receive with un- 


common ſatisfaction gvery mark of your favour. 


As to the requeſt you made me on your part, of 
returning you a compliment in the ſame kind, 
it is a point I muſt well conſider. For it 
would ill become an author whom you have fo 
often applauded for the pains * he beſtows upon 


5 See rem. 1. p. 279. of this vol. 
6 is ſtrange to ſee how differently the vanity of man. 


e kind runs, indifferent times and ſeaſons. *Tis at preſent 


« the boaſt of almoſt every enterprizer in the muſes art, 
*f that by his genius alone, and a natural rapidity of ſtyle 
« and thought, he is able to carry all before him; that 
ee he plays with his buſineſs, does things in paſſing ; at a 
« venture; and in the quickeſt period of time, In the 
& days of attic elegance, as works were then truly of 
« another form and turn, ſo workmen were of another hu- 


% mour, and had their vanity of a quite contrary kind. 


© They became rather affected in endeayouring to dif. 
„ cover the pains they had taken to be correct. They 


ec were glad to inſinuate how laboriouſly, and with what 
e expence of time, they had brought the ſmalleſt work of 


« theirs (as perhaps a ſingle ode, or ſatire, an oration, or 
te panegyric) to its perfection. When they had ſo poliſhed 
& their piece, and rendered it ſo natural and eaſy, that it 
« ſeemed only a lucky flight, a hit of thought, or flow- 
« ing vein of humour; they were then chiefly concerned 
«left it ſhould in reality paſs for ſuch, and their artifice 
© remain-undiſcovered. They were willing it ſhould be 
&* known how ſerious their play was; and how elaborate 
« their freedom and facility ; that they might ſay as the 
t agreeable and polite poet, glancing on himſelf, 
Ludentis ſpeciem dabit et torquebitur,''.-——— 
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his compoſitions, to to alles any crude 4 indi- A. U. 703; | 


geſted performance to come forth from his 
hands : eſpecially upon an occaſion that wh: | 


juſtly expoſe him to the cenfure, not only of 


being guilty of negligence, but of a moſt un- 
grateful diſreſpe&t. However, I may find ſome 
opportunity, perhaps, of ſatisfying both you and 
myſelf upon this article. In the mean time, I 
hope you will endeavour, in conformity to your 
promiſe, that a public thankſgiving of the moſt 


_ diſtinguiſhed kind be decreed as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, on account of my late victories: and I 
am perſuaded you will act with that zeal - 
which is agreeable to your ſincerity, and to 
the friendſhip which has long ſubſiſted be- 


tween us. I was ſomewhat later in my public 
diſpatches for this purpoſe, than I wiſhed : and 
as they were delayed likewiſe by the diffi- 


culty of navigation at that ſeaſon, they did not, 


I ſuppoſe, arrive before the ſenate was pro- 


rogued. It was the influence which your advice 


always has upon my judgment, that induced 


me to defer them: and I am fatisfied it was 
perfectly right not to acquaint the ſenate of my 


being ſaluted with the title of Imperator, till I 
had gained ſtill farther advantages by my arms, 
and entirely completed the campaign. I con- 


anne rely . upon the aſſiſtance you 
| have 
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A. v. ai) hve promiſed me: and hoon your pro- 


tection whatever elſe concerns either my affairs 


or my. ay Farewel. 


LETTER XII. 
TO Marcvs CokLIus. 


OULD you imagine that I ſhould ever 
be at a loſs for words! I do not mean 


of that choſen and elegant kind which are the 
privilege of you celebrated orators, but thoſe of 
ordinary and common uſe. Yet, believe me, I 
am utterly incapable of expreſſing the ſolici- 
tude I feel concerning the reſolutions that may 
be taken in the ſenate in regard to the provin- 
ces. I am extremely impatient indeed to return 
to my friends at Rome: among which number 
you are principally in my thoughts. I vill con- 
feſs likewiſe that I am quite ſatiated of my go- 
vernment. For, in the firſt place, I have more 
reaſon to apprehend that ſome reverſe of For- 
tune may deprive me of the glory I have here 
acquired, than to expect I ſhall be able to raiſe 
it higher. And in the next place, I cannot but 
look upon the whole buſineſs of this ſcene, as 
much inferior to my ſtrength : which is both 
able and accuſtomed to ſupport a far more im- 


portant 
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portant weight. I will acknowledge, too, that A+ U. 70 3. 


Jam ne in the expectation of a very ter- i 
rible war which is likely to be kindled in this 


part of the world, and which I may probably 
eſcape, if 1 ſhould obtain my diſmiſſion at the 
ſtated time. 


I do not forget the panihers you defired; and 
have given my nds tothe perſons uſually em- 


ployed in hunting them : but theſe animals are 
exceedingly ſcarce with us. They take it ſo un- 

kind, you muſt know, that they ſhould be the 
only creatures in my province for whom any 
ſnares are laid, that they have withdrawn them- 
ſelves from my government, and are marched 
into Caria, However, the huntſmen, and par- 
_ ticularly honeſt Patiſchus, are making very 
diligent inquiry after their haunts ; and all the 
- game they can meet with, ſhall certainly be 
yours : but what the number will prove, is al- 
together uncertain. Be well aſſured the honour 
of your Zdileſhip is much my care: and this 
day - particularly reminds me of it, as it is the 
feſtival of the Megaleſian games. 


7 With the Parthians. | 
The Megaleſian games were under the conduct of the 
curule AÆdiles, as well as thoſe called the Roman, The 
learned Manutius therefore conjectures that the anniver- 
ſary of the former reminded Cicero of the panthers which 
Celius requeſted in order to grace thoſe ſhews he was to 


I hope 


= |. 
A. u. 703 1 hope vou will ſend me a minute detail of 


vol. The Megaleſian games were inſtituted 
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our public affairs: as I have an entire depend- 


ance on the accounts which are tranſmitted to 


me by your hand. Farewel. 


LETTER XIIL 
To T unnhus, Propretor. 185 


XJ 7 OUR very generous treatment of Marcus 
Marcilus, the ſon of my friend and in- 


terpreterꝰ, is a moſt obliging inſtance, among 
many others, of the regard you pay to my re- 


commendations. He came to me at Laodicea, 


and expreſſed the higheſt gratitude for the good 


offices you had conferred: upon him at my re- 


queſt. As you ſee, therefore, that your favours 


are not beſtowed upon thoſe who are inſenſible 
of their value, I hope you will be the more in- 


exhibit at the latter: which were celebrated with greater 
mp and magnificence. The nature of the Roman games 
as already been explained in rem. 7. p. 3 54: of this 

| in honour of 

the mother of the gods, and were fo called from Megal:/ia, 
(ſcil. o a rug peyanns bras) a temple in Phrygia, from 
whence the ſtatue and worſhip of that goddeſs was brought 
to Rome. This feſtival commenced. on the 4th of April, 


and continued fix days. 3 


The governors of provinces were prohibited from uſing 
any other language than the Latin, in the functions of 
their miniſtry, for which reaſon they were always at- 
tended with interpreters. Val. Max. ii. 2. e 
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interpoſe, as far as your honour will permit, in 


preventing à proſecution wherein the mother- 


in-law of this young man is likely to be in- 
volved. And tho Iſtrongly recommended Mar- 
cilius to you in my former letter; yet it is with 


ſtill greater warmth that I do ſo in this: as Thave 


ſince received very ſingular, and indeed almoſt 
incredible proofs of his father's probity and 


fidelity during the many months he has been 8 


engaged in ye ſervice. Farewel. = 
3 : N 1 
3 (LETTER xu. 

To the Same, 


s E9% ks Te 


daily expreſſes. I take the liberty, therefore, in 
confidence of our mutual friendſhip, to preſs 


you ſo much the more ſtrongly to diſmiſs my 


lieutenant Anneius as ſoon as poſſible. His 
military abilities indeed will render his advice 
and aſſiſtance of ſingular advantage in this con- 
juncture, both to myſelf and to the republic. 


Nothing could have induced him to leave me | 


at this critical ſeaſon, or, in truth, have pre- 
vailed r me to conſent to his abſence, but 


* E repott ei der conſiderable wi Big , 
kindled in Syria, is confirmed to me by . 
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A. U. 703. an affair of the laſt importance to his intereſt. 
However, as I purpoſe to go into Cilicia* about 
the beginning of May, it is abſolutely neceſſary 

he ſhould return before that tine. 
AI I will take this opportunity of moſt earneſtly 
renewing the requeſt I made to you in perſon, 
and which I afterwards repeated in a letter, that 
you would employ your good offices in ſettling 
his conteſt with the city of Sardis, agreeably 
to the juſtice. of his cauſe, and the dignity 
of his character. I had the pleaſure, when I 
talked with you upon this ſubje& at Epheſus, 
to find you perfectly well diſpoſed to aſſiſt him 
upon his own account. Let me add, however, 
that your adjuſting this affair to his ſatisfaction, 
will be performing the moſt acceptable ſervice 
| likewiſe to myſelf. I conjure you, therefore, to 


dtilſpatch it it with all poſſible e Fare- 
wel. | 


* Beſides the province of Cilicia, properly ſo called, 
there were three other adjoining diſtrifts annexed to Ci- 
cero's gavernment, in one of which he We to have 
been at the time of nn this letter. Te 
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"LE ii VV. 
To Maxcvs Coxiivs, Curule-Acile. 


"OUR very agreeable letters viſit me but ſel- A. U. 703. 
dom: perhaps, by ſome accident or other, 
they loſe their way. How full was the laſt 
which came to my hands, of the moſt prudent 
and obliging advice ! I had determined indeed 
to act in the manner you recommend: but it 
gives an additional ſtrength to one's reſolu- 
tions, to find them conformable to the ſen- 
timents of ſo faithful and fo judicious a 
friend. I have often aſſured you of my extreme 
affection for Appius: and J had reaſon to be- 
lieve, after our mutual reconcilement, that he 
entertained the ſame favourable diſpoſition to- 
wards me. For he diſtinguiſned me in his con- 
ſulate with great marks of honour and amity: and 
appeared willing upon all occaſions to gratify 
my requeſts even in favour of others. I muſt ap- 
peal to you (ſince the droll Phania* is, I think, 
no more) that I was not wanting on my part in 
_ a ſuitable return: and indeed he ſtood ſo much 


he 5th letter of this book, 
A favourite freed-man of Appius. 
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A. U. 703. the higher in my eſteem, as ] was ſenſible of the 


— 


4e Appio, in quibus nin effet arr»gans, aα,iw dx aliguid. 


Plane parum cogitat, quid ſcribat, aut ad quem.” Ad Att. vi. 


affection he had conceived for you. Add to 


this, that I am, as you well know, wholly-de. 


- voted to Pompey, and tenderly attached alſo to 


Brutus. Can I then want a reaſon of uniting 


myſelf with Appius, thus ſupported as he is by 


the moſt powerful friends and alliances, and 
flouriſhing in every other advantage that can be 
derived from affluent poſſeſſions in conjunction 
with great abilities“! But beſides theſe conſide- 
rations, IJ muſt mention likewiſe the connexion 
that ſubſiſts between us as members of the ſame 
facred college, and the honour he has publicly 
paid me in his learned treatiſe concerning its 


3 That Cicero was wholly devoted to Pompey, cannot 
be doubted: but that he was ſincere in this declaration 
with reſpect to Brutus, may well be queſtioned. It ap- 


pears indeed that they were neither of them perfectly ſa. 


tisfied with each other at this time: and Cicero complains 


to Atticus of having received fome very haughty and dil. 


reſpectful letters from Brutus, even when the latter was 
ſoliciting his good offices in favour of Appius. Nullas un- 
guam (ſays he) ad me litteras miſit Brutus, ne proxime quidem 


3. Vid. etiam vi. 1. v. 21. See rem. 2. p. 379 of this vol, 
1 'Thefe were the true, and perhaps the only reaſons 
which induced Cicero to endeavour to be u terms 
with Appius. For that he had a real affection for him, as 
he pretends in this epiſtle, is by no means probable. On 
the contrary, in a letter to Atticus, he ſpeaks of his diſ- 
poſition towards Appius, in terms of much lower import; 
and diſeovers at the ſame time the principal motive that 
engaged him in his intereſt. Por Ae hic omnia fucie- 
mus ; * tamen, ſed plane libenter. Nec enim ipſum odi- 

mus; et Pompeius mirifice a me contendit, Ad Att. vi. 2. 
Fes inſtitations, 


4 
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inſtirutions. 1 mark out theſe ſeveral circum- A. U. 


ſtances the more particularly, as your letter 
ſeemed to intimate a doubt in what manner I was 
inclined towards him, This leads me to ſuſpect, 
that ſome idle tale or other has been reported to 
the diſadvantage of my ſentiments reſpecting Ap- 
pius : but be aſſured, whatever you have heard 
of that nature, is utterly falſe. I muſt confeſs, 
at the ſame time, that his maxims and mine in 
the adminiſtration of this province, have been 
ſome what different: and it may from thence, 
perhaps, have been ſuggeſted, that I acted coun- 
ter to his meaſures more from a ſpirit of op- 
poſition, than from any real diſagreement of 
principles. But believe me, I have never faid 
or done the leaſt thing throughout the whole 


courſe of my government, with a view of preju- 


dicing his reputation. And now that my friend 
Dolabella has fo raſhly attacked him, I am ex- 
erting all my good offices to diſſipate the riſing 
ſtorm with which he is threatened, —_ 

- You mentioned ſomething of a lethargic in- 


vie that had ſeized the republic. I rejaiced, - 


no doubt, to hear that you were in a ſtate of ſuch 
profound tranquillity, as well as that our ſpirited 
friend* was ſo much infected with this gene- 
ral indolence, as not to be in a humour-of diſ- 


$ Curio. 


Hh 3 turbing 
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. U. 703. turbing it. But the laſt paragraph of your letter, 

which was written, I obſerved, with your own 
hand, changed the ſcene, and ſomewhat indeed 
diſcompoſed me. Is Curio really then become a 
convert to Cæſar? But extraordinary as this event 
may appear to others, believe me it is agreeable 
to what Talways ſuſpected. Good gods! how do 
I long to laugh with you at the ridiculous farce 
which is acting in your part of the world? 

I have finiſhed my juridical circuit: and not 
only ſettled the finances of the ſeveral cities 
upon a more advantageous baſis, but ſecured to 
the farmers of the revenues the arrears due on 
their former agreements, without the leaſt'com- 
plaint from any of the parties concerned. In 

| ſhort, I have given entire ſatisfaction to all or- 
ders and degrees of men in this province. I 
propoſe therefore to ſet out for Cilicia? on the 
7th of May: from whence, after having juſt 
looked upon the troops in their ſummer canton- 
ment, and ſettled ſome affairs relating to the 
army, I intend, agreeably to the decree of the 
ſenate for that purpoſe, to ſet forward to Rome. 
I am extremely impatient indeed to return to 
my friends: but particularly to you, whom I 1 
much wiſh to ſee in the adminiſtration of your 
Adileſhip. Farewel. 


> See rem. p. 466 of this vol. 
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LETTER XVI. 


To QuinTuvs TRERMus, Proprætor. 


T is with great pleaſure I perceive that my A. U. 703. 
ſervices to Rhodo and others of your friends, 
as well as thoſe likewiſe which I have performed | 
to yourſelf, prove acceptable to a man of your f 
grateful diſpoſition. Be aſſured you will find me | 
ſtill more and more deſirous of advancing your 
credit and reputation : though I muſt add that 
the lenity and juſtice of your government ſeem 
already to have raiſed-them as high as poſſible. 
The more I reflect upon your affairs (and 
they are the daily ſubje& of my thoughts) the 
more I am confirmed in that advice I commu- 
nicated to you by Ariſto. I am well perſuaded | 
indeed that you will draw upon yourſelf very 
powerful enemies, if you ſhould put any ſlight i 
upon a young nobleman of your quzſtor's rank 
and intereſt. And a ſlight it will undoubtedly 
be, if you ſhould not at your departure commit 
the adminiſtration of the province to his hands : 
as there is no other perſon to whom you can 
truſt it, of ſuperior quality. But, abſtracted from 
all conſiderations of this kind, he has an un- 
Hh4 queſtionable 
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A. U. 503, queſtionable right as your quæſtor to be preferred 


to any of your lieutenants, whoſe blameleſs and 
worthy conduct, however, I muſt at the ſame 
time in juſtice acknowledge. I am perfectly 


| ſenſible that you have nothing to fear from. the 


reſentment of any man. I could wiſh, neverthe- 
leſs, that you would not incur the diſpleaſure, 
and eſpecially with juſt reaſon, of three ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed perſons as your quæſtor and his 


brothers: for they are all of them men of ſome 


eloquence as well as great ſpirit : to,whichImuſt 
add, that I am perſuaded they will ſucceſſively 
be tribunes of the people * during the three next 
following years. Now who can tell what turn 
public affairs may take? For my own part, I 
think there is much appearance of great commo- 
tions ariſing in the commonwealth. I ſhould be 
ſorry, therefore, that you ſhould. render yourſelf 
obnoxious to ſo formidable a power as the tribu- 


nitial: eſpecially ſince you may eaſily avoid it, 


without offending any perſon, by juſtly prefer- 
ring your quzſtor to your lieutenants. And 


| ſhould his conduct, as your vice-gerent in the 


province, prove worthy of his glorious anceſtors, 


as I hope and believe, it will refle&, in, ſome 


s Pighius, with great probability conjectures, from the 


circumſtances here mentioned, compared with other paſ- 


ſages in Cicero's writings, that Caius Antonius, ſecond 
brother to Mark Antony, was quæſtor to Thermus. Pig- 


bu annal. anno, 703. 


degree 
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degree, an honour upon yourſelf, But, on the A. V. 303, 
contrary, ſhould he deviate from their illuſtrious 


examples, the whole difcredit will fall fingly 
upon his own character, without involving yours 
in any part of the reproach. 

I am this moment ſetting out for Cilicia' : ſo 


that J have only time to write. theſe looſe hints 


Juſt as they occur. I thought it incumbent 
upon me however to ſend you my general ſen- 


timents of a point wherein your intereft is ſo 


nearly concerned. May the gods give ſucceſs 
to whatever you ſhall determine! But if my 
advice has any weight, you will avoid raiſing 
to yourſelf unneceſfary enemies, and prudently 
conſult your future repoſe, Farewel. 


© See rem, , p. 466, of this vol. 
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LETTER XVII. 


To C. Titivs Rurvus, Prætor. 


A- U. 703.  UCIUS Cuſtidius is not only of the 


ſame tribe” and corporation with myſelf, 
but is likewiſe my particular friend. As he has 
a cauſe which he purpoſes to bring before you, 
I recommend his intereſt to your protection. 
bur no further, however, than is conſiſtent with 
your honour and my 'own good manners. All 
I requeſt therefore is, that you would allow 
him freely to wait upon you as often as he ſhall 
have occaſion ; that you would comply with his 
deſires as far as they ſhall appear equitable ; 
and, in a word, that you would convince him 


that my friendſhip can effectually avail even at 


this diſtance. Farewel. 


7 Romulus divided his citizens into three tribes, eachof 
which were ſubdivided into ten curæ, or wards, Theſe 
tribes were in after-times gradually increaſed, till they 
amounted to the number of hires vs. | 

® The corporate or municipal towns were thoſe which 
were allowed to govern — by their own laws and 
conſtitutions, and at the ſame time were honoured with 
the privileges of Roman citizens, Cicero was a native of 
one of theſe corporations, called Arpinum : fituated in a 
diſtrict of Italy, which now makes part of the kingdom 
of Naples. 
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LETTER XVII 


To SIL1Us, | 
ILL you not think that I am employed A. U. 703. 
in a very unneceſſary office, when I 
take upon me to recommend a man to your 
friendſhip, who already, I know, enjoys that 
privilege ? Let it be a proof, however, that I 
am with paſſion, as well as eſteem, devoted to 
his intereſt. I moſt earneſtly entreat you then 
to convince Egnatius, by the good effects which 
this letter ſhall produce in his favour, both-of 
your affection for me, and of mine for him. 
And be aſſured your compliance with this re- 
queſt will be the moſt agreeable of all the many 
and great inſtances I have received of your diſ- 
poſition to oblige me, 
The pleaſing hopes I entertained of public 
affairs, are now totally vaniſhed, However, 
whilſt we wiſh things were better, let us ſupport 
ourſelves with the trite conſolation, that we 
muſt ſubmit to what cannot be remedied. But 
this is a ſubject I will referve to our meeting. 
In the mean time, continue to give me your 


ne and be well perſuaded of mine. 
Fare we. 


3 LET. 
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LETTER XIX. | 
- To Pvuvsrrvs eln 


Moſt carneſtly recommend to your favour 
1 my very intimate friend Publius Meſſienus, a 
Roman knight, who is diſtinguiſhed by every 


valuable endowment. I 'entreat you, by the 


double ties of that amity which I enjoy with 
you and your father, to protect him both in his 


' fame and his fortunes. Be aſſured you will by 


this means conciliate the affection of a man 


highly deſerving of your friendſhip, as well 


as confer a moſt acceptable W rb upon 
* Fare wel. | 


LETTER "XX: 
To the Magiſtrates of FazcrLL&”. 


FF my connexions with Quintus Hippius were 


not of the ſtrongeſt and moſt amicable kind, 
I ſhould not depart from the rule I have laid 
down to myſelf, of not troubling you with my 
applications. This maxim, you will bear me 
witneſs, I have hitherto ſtrictly obſerved, tho 


9 It is ſuppoſed to be the ſame town which is now called 
Caperaro in the Camtagna di Roma, 


2 
L was 
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1 was ever perſuaded, at the ſame time, that A. U. 503. 
there is nothing you would refuſe to my requeſt, — 
However, I now moſt earneſtly entreat your 
generoſity in behalf of my friend's ſon, and that 
you would do me the honour to ſhew ſo much 
regard to my inclinations as to enfranchiſe the 
eſtate he has purchaſed of your corporation. I 
ſhall eſteem your compliance with this requeſt 
as a very ſingular favour, Farewel, 
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